June 9, 2009

The regime’s actions should come as
no surprise. They represent yet an-
other attempt to hold on to power and
crush any opposition.

Almost 20 years ago, it annulled par-
liamentary election results overwhelm-
ingly won by Aung San Suu Kyi’s Na-
tional League for Democracy.

Six years ago government-sponsored
thugs attempted to assassinate Suu
Kyi and other members of her National
League for Democracy by attacking
her motorcade in northern Burma.

Two years ago, the regime brutally
put down pro-democracy demonstra-
tions of the Saffron Revolution led by
Buddhist monks.

And last year, we saw the regime ig-
nore offers made by the international
community and international humani-
tarian organizations to help Burma re-
spond to the devastation caused by Cy-
clone Nargis, leading to countless
deaths of innocent civilians.

In addition, they imposed a new con-
stitution on the people of Burma, one
that was negotiated behind closed
doors without the input of the demo-
cratic opposition and one that will en-
trench the military’s grip on power.

The SPDC understands all too well
that the vast majority of Burmese citi-
zens embrace Suu Kyi’s call for free-
dom and democracy and reject the jun-
ta’s oppressive rule.

That is why they are trying once
again to silence her voice.

We cannot allow this brutal dictator-
ship to succeed.

For those of my colleagues who are
disappointed with the lack of progress
in bringing freedom and democracy to
Burma since we first enacted this ban
in 2003, I share their disappointment.

But now is not the time to turn back.
Now is not the time to reward the re-
gime for its oppressive tactics by lift-
ing any part of our sanctions regime on
Burma.

It has not made ‘‘substantial and
measurable progress’’ towards:

ending violations of internationally
recognized human rights;

releasing all political prisoners;

allowing freedom of speech and press;

allowing freedom of association;
permitting the peaceful exercise of
religion and;

bringing to a conclusion an agree-
ment between the SPDC and the Na-
tional League for Democracy and Bur-
ma’s ethnic nationalities on the res-
toration of a democratic government.

By renewing the import ban we ex-
press our solidarity with Aung San Suu
Kyi and the democratic opposition who
bravely stand up to the regime and re-
ject their abuses.

They understand that the import ban
is not directed at the people of Burma,
but at the military junta that domi-
nates economic and political activity
in their country and denies them their
rights.

And I remind my colleagues that this
import ban renewal is good for 1 year
and we will have the opportunity to re-
visit this issue again next year.
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I am hopeful that the United Nations
Security Council and the international
community will follow our example
and put additional pressure on the
SPDC to release Aung San Suu Kyi and
all political prisoners immediately and
unconditionally and engage in a true
dialogue on national reconciliation,
one that will lead to a truly demo-
cratic constitution.

I urge my colleagues to pass this
Joint Resolution as soon as possible.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION
PORTING NATIONAL
HEALTH WEEK

Mr. CRAPO submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the

173—SUP-
MEN’S

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
S. REs. 173

Whereas despite advances in medical tech-
nology and research, men continue to live an
average of more than 5 years less than
women, and African-American men have the
lowest life expectancy;

Whereas 9 of the 10 leading causes of death,
as defined by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, affect men at a higher per-
centage than women;

Whereas between ages 45 and 54, men are 3
times more likely than women to die of
heart attacks;

Whereas men die of heart disease at 112
times the rate of women;

Whereas men die of cancer at almost 1%
times the rate of women;

Whereas testicular cancer is 1 of the most
common cancers in men aged 15 to 34, and
when detected early, has a 96 percent sur-
vival rate;

Whereas the number of cases of colon can-
cer among men will reach almost 75,590 in
2009, and almost Y2 of those men will die from
the disease;

Whereas the likelihood that a man will de-
velop prostate cancer is 1 in 6;

Whereas the number of men developing
prostate cancer in 2009 will reach more than
192,280, and an estimated 27,360 of them will
die from the disease;

Whereas African-American men in the
United States have the highest incidence in
the world of prostate cancer;

Whereas significant numbers of health
problems that affect men, such as prostate
cancer, testicular cancer, colon cancer, and
infertility, could be detected and treated if
men’s awareness of such problems was more
pervasive;

Whereas more than %2 of the elderly wid-
ows now living in poverty were not poor be-
fore the death of their husbands, and by age
100, women outnumber men 8 to 1;

Whereas educating both the public and
health care providers about the importance
of early detection of male health problems
will result in reducing rates of mortality for
these diseases;

Whereas appropriate use of tests such as
prostate specific antigen exams, blood pres-
sure screenings, and cholesterol screenings,
in conjunction with clinical examination and
self-testing for problems such as testicular
cancer, can result in the detection of many
problems in their early stages and increase
the survival rates to nearly 100 percent;

Whereas women are twice as likely as men
to visit the doctor for annual examinations
and preventive services;

S6385

Whereas men are less likely than women to
visit their health center or physician for reg-
ular screening examinations of male-related
problems for a variety of reasons, including
fear, lack of health insurance, lack of infor-
mation, and cost factors;

Whereas National Men’s Health Week was
established by Congress in 1994 and urges
men and their families to engage in appro-
priate health behaviors, and the resulting in-
creased awareness has improved health-re-
lated education and helped prevent illness;

Whereas the governors of more than 45
States issue proclamations annually declar-
ing Men’s Health Week in their States;

Whereas since 1994, National Men’s Health
Week has been celebrated each June by doz-
ens of States, cities, localities, public health
departments, health care entities, churches,
and community organizations throughout
the Nation that promote health awareness
events focused on men and family;

Whereas the National Men’s Health Week
Internet website has been established at
www.menshealthweek.org and features gov-
ernors’ proclamations and National Men'’s
Health Week events;

Whereas men who are educated about the
value that preventive health can play in pro-
longing their lifespan and their role as pro-
ductive family members will be more likely
to participate in health screenings;

Whereas men and their families are en-
couraged to increase their awareness of the
importance of a healthy lifestyle, regular ex-
ercise, and medical checkups; and

Whereas June 15 through June 21, 2009, is
National Men’s Health Week, which has the
purpose of heightening the awareness of pre-
ventable health problems and encouraging
early detection and treatment of disease
among men and boys: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the annual National Men’s
Health Week in 2009; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States and interested groups to observe Na-
tional Men’s Health Week with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 174—RECOG-
NIZING THE REGION FROM MAN-
HATTAN, KANSAS TO COLUMBIA,
MISSOURI AS THE KANSAS CITY
ANIMAL HEALTH CORRIDOR

Mr. BOND (for himself, Mr. ROBERTS,
Mr. BROWNBACK, and Mrs. MCCASKILL)
submitted the following resolution;
which was referred to the Committee
on the Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry:

S. RES. 174

Whereas a 34 percent of the $16,800,000,000
annual global animal health industry is
based in the Kansas City region;

Whereas more than 120 companies involved
in the animal health industry are located in
Kansas and Missouri, including 4 of the 10
largest global animal health companies and 1
of the 5 largest animal nutrition companies;

Whereas several leading veterinary col-
leges and animal research centers are lo-
cated in Kansas and Missouri, including the
College of Veterinary Medicine and the
$54,000,000 Biosecurity Research Institute of
Kansas State University and the College of
Veterinary Medicine, the College of Agri-
culture, Food and Natural Resources’ Divi-
sion of Animal Sciences, the $60,000,000 Life
Sciences Center, the National Swine Re-
source and Research Center, and the Re-
search Animal Diagnostic Laboratory of the
University of Missouri;

Whereas Kansas City, Missouri, is cen-
trally located in the United States and is
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