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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 10, 2009 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
unfortunately on June 8, 2009, I was unable to 
cast my votes on H.R. 1736, H.R. 1709, and 
H. Res. 420. Had I been able to vote, I would 
have voted as follows: 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 311, on 
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 1736, 
International Science and Technology Co-
operation Act, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 312, on 
suspending the Rules and passing H.R. 1709, 
STEM Education Coordination Act of 2009, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 313, on 
suspending the Rules and passing H. Res. 
420, Celebrating the symbol of the United 
States flag and supporting the goals and 
ideals of Flag Day, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF DR. ROBERT L. 
MILLIS 

HON. ANN KIRKPATRICK 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 10, 2009 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to pay tribute to Dr. Rob-
ert L. Millis who is retiring as director of the 
Lowell Observatory in Flagstaff, Arizona. Dur-
ing his tenure, Dr. Millis oversaw the Lowell 
Observatory—one of only a handful of private, 
independent research observatories in the 
United States—quadruple its staff, increase 
visitation tenfold, and construct major new fa-
cilities including the Steele Visitor Center, the 
McAllister Public Observatory, the John M. 
Wolff instrument facility, and, most recently, 
the 4.2-meter Discovery Channel Telescope 
now under construction in Northern Arizona. 

As a researcher at Lowell, Dr. Millis con-
centrated on smaller bodies of the Solar Sys-
tem: asteroids, comets, planetary satellites, 
Pluto, and objects orbiting on the edges of our 
Solar System. Dr. Millis was a member of sev-
eral two-person teams that discovered the 
rings of Uranus, noted periodic variation in the 
activity of Comet Halley, and proved the exist-
ence of an extended atmosphere on Pluto. He 
also led a multi-institutional team—the Deep 
Ecliptic Survey—in an eight-year endeavor to 
explore the region of the Solar System beyond 
the orbit of Neptune. That venture resulted in 
the discovery of approximately half the cur-
rently known objects in the area known as the 
Kuiper Belt. 

Dr. Millis will remain an active pillar of the 
Flagstaff community. He will work with Flag-
staff-area business leaders committed to im-
proving the greater Flagstaff area and the 
State of Arizona by bringing together talent 
and resources to provide leadership on eco-
nomic and quality of life issues in the region. 
I wish Dr. Millis the best of luck and look for-
ward to seeing the greater Flagstaff commu-
nity benefit from the energy and leadership 
that Dr. Millis provided to the Lowell Observ-
atory for the past 40 years. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 10, 2009 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, on 
June 9, 2009, I mistakenly cast a ‘‘YES’’ vote 
on H.R. 2751, the Consumer Assistance to 
Recycle and Save Act. I am submitting this 
statement for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD to clarify that I am opposed to H.R. 
2751 and had intended to vote ‘‘no.’’ The bill 
authorizes $4 billion of new spending. This is 
on top of the $85 billion American taxpayers 
have provided to help ‘‘restructure’’ the auto 
industry already. Just yesterday, auto-parts 
suppliers asked President Obama’s auto task 
force for an additional $8 to $10 billion in fed-
eral aid. In addition, a similar program insti-
tuted in Germany ended up costing three 
times more than originally anticipated. Also, 
the legislation requires dealers to remove 
‘‘clunkers’’ from the market through salvage, 
reducing the amount of preowned supply. 
Families that still cannot afford a new auto-
mobile, even with the voucher, will face rising 
prices in the used car market during the cur-
rent recession at a time when affordability is 
an even greater issue. Additionally, under the 
bill, the DOT is required to promulgate many 
of the regulations to implement the program 
within 30 days. This grants too much authority 
to the executive branch to enact a new $4 bil-
lion dollar program. For these and other rea-
sons, I am opposed to H.R. 2751, and I in-
tended to vote ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 314. 

f 

HONORING NICHOLAS JACKSON 
FOR HIS APPOINTMENT TO THE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
ACADEMY 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 10, 2009 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize a young man from 
Georgia’s 11th Congressional District who has 
distinguished himself as an excellent student 
and leader and has committed to serving his 
country. I am proud to announce that Nicholas 
Jackson from Acworth, Georgia has received 
an appointment to the United States Air Force 
Academy. 

Nick attends Harrison High School where he 
has a 3.47 Grade Point Average. Nick is a 
four year varsity letter winner for the Harrison 
football and the track and field teams and has 
proven himself a leader—being selected Cap-
tain of the football team on multiple occasions. 
He was named to the Cobb County Touch-
down Club All County football team, the Mari-
etta Daily Journal 2nd team All County football 
team, and was an honorable mention Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution All Northwest Georgia 
football player. Nick brings his love of sports 
into community service, as well, annually vol-
unteering for the Fellowship of Christian Ath-
lete’s football camp as well as the Harrison 
High School Community Service Day. Nick’s 
athletic accomplishments have not gone unno-
ticed by the Air Force Academy—earning him 
a letter of recruitment from the head coach of 
the Falcons. 

Nicholas Jackson is an incredibly well- 
rounded young man, and I am honored to 
have the privilege to nominate him for an ap-
pointment to the U.S. Air Force Academy. I 
ask that my colleagues take this time to con-
gratulate Nick as well as his parents, Michael 
and Colleen, for his accomplishments. It is be-
cause of dedicated young people like Nick that 
America has the finest military in the world. 
Our nation is fortunate to have his service. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO PATRICK HURLEY 

HON. BRIAN P. BILBRAY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 10, 2009 

Mr. BILBRAY. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to bring to your attention today the many out-
standing achievements of Patrick Hurley, the 
outgoing president of the Carlsbad Hi-Noon 
Rotary Club. Patrick’s leadership during the 
2008–2009 Rotary year has contributed signifi-
cantly to the Hi-Noon Rotary Club, the com-
munity of Carlsbad and the mission of Rotary. 
During his tenure, the Carlsbad Hi-Noon Ro-
tary Club sponsored Interact, a youth service 
club; RYLA, a youth awareness leadership 
conference; a Christmas party and provided 
meals and gifts to needy elementary school 
children; cosponsored the Oktoberfest fund-
raiser that benefited the Carlsbad Women’s 
Resource Center and the Carlsbad Boys and 
Girls Club and completed a very successful 
golf tournament which funded scholarships for 
Carlsbad high school students; provided men-
tors for the City Stuff Program, a program that 
exposed school children to the workings of city 
government; promoted literacy by providing 
dictionaries for English and Spanish speaking 
elementary school children; provided over nine 
hundred books to the Jefferson Elementary 
School students, and provided financial sup-
port to our military personnel and their fami-
lies. 

In addition, under President Patrick Hurley’s 
leadership the Carlsbad Hi-Noon Rotary and 
its membership completed a number of other 
projects. These projects included providing 
volunteers to help maintain public and private 
property, provide food and clothing for the 
needy and homeless, and assist in the dis-
tribution of food, clothing and toys to needy 
Carlsbad families in conjunction with the 
Carlsbad Christmas Bureau, and through the 
Gazebo project, a city landmark structure was 
refurbished and relocated for public enjoy-
ment. 

In the international arena, under President 
Hurley’s leadership, a team of Carlsbad Hi- 
Noon Rotarians joined with others and trav-
eled to Mexico to build a house for a needy 
family: a badly needed ambulance was pro-
vided and refurbished for the City of Mazatlan, 
Mexico, and through our support of the Paul 
Harris Foundation, we co-sponsored numer-
ous other humanitarian projects all over the 
world including the effort to eradicate polio 
world wide, and providing funding for the 
Micro-banking project enabling third world 
countries to develop entrepreneurial skills and 
become self sufficient. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in recog-
nizing the many fine achievements of Patrick 
Hurley. Without question, his leadership and 
fine work of the Carlsbad Hi-Noon Rotary Club 
are worthy of recognition by the House today. 
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