H6818

WINE TO WATER CHANGES LIVES
AROUND THE WORLD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, this re-
cession has been tough on my State of
North Carolina. With high unemploy-
ment haunting our State, it is easy to
lose sight of the inspiring stories of
many who continue to work hard at
doing good. One of those who com-
mitted to doing just that is Doc
Hendley, the founder of a North Caro-
lina nonprofit called Wine to Water
based in Boone in the heart of the High
Country.

Doc’s vision for this organization is
nothing short of inspiring. As a person
who grew up carrying water, I am par-
ticularly sensitive to this issue. Doc
started Wine to Water after doing some
water sanitation work in Darfur,
Sudan, with Samaritan’s Purse, an-
other exceptional relief organization
located in Boone, North Carolina. Wine
to Water was founded on the premise of
giving the more fortunate members of
our society an opportunity to bring
life-giving water to people without ac-
cess to clean drinking water around
the world.

Wine to Water, which takes its name
from the first miracle performed by
Jesus during his Earthly ministry,
took an otherwise everyday event like
a wine tasting and turned it on its
head. By using wine events to raise
money and awareness about the lack of
clean drinking water in the developing
world, Doc Hendley has harnessed a
powerful social force and multiplied
the generosity of many, including a
corps of dedicated ASU students who
volunteer with Wine to Water. Doc is,
in essence, turning wine to water for
some of the neediest people on the
planet.

The work of Wine to Water in places
like Sudan and Cambodia has already
brought clean water to more than
25,000 people. Today, Doc’s entrepre-
neurial spirit and dedication are help-
ing to tap sustainable sources of clean
water for communities beyond the
reach of many traditional aid organiza-
tions.

Doc Hendley is setting a compelling
example of the value of hard work and
a vision to help others. He’s taken a
commonplace object and used it to mo-
bilize communities in America to help
suffering communities around the
world.

He is truly an exceptional North Car-
olinian, and I want to praise him for
his dedication to serving needy and suf-
fering people. He has taken personal
risks to do the hard work of providing
water and clean water education in far-
flung locations around the globe.

Thank you, Doc and all those who
work with Wine to Water, for your in-
spiring example during these difficult
times.
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THE UPCOMING ENERGY
LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. KLEIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, by the end of this year, we hope to
pass a comprehensive energy bill which
will help this country move forward on
clean, renewable, American energy,
and certainly, will help fuel our eco-
nomic recovery.

As co-Chair of the New Democratic
Coalition on Energy, I believe now is
the time for a robust, market-based ap-
proach to approach our Nation’s energy
needs. We have to pass legislation that
will make smart investments in alter-
native energy, and I think every Amer-
ican understands the common sense be-
hind that. These are the Kkinds of
things that will make us more viable
and competitive, not only here in the
United States but abroad, for our
American companies.

It’s also clear, as we know as we get
into this energy debate, this is about
our national security; the fact that we
continue to import 60-plus percent of
our oil from countries outside the
United States, many of which, particu-
larly in the Middle East, are not our
friends and are funding our enemies.

We also know it’s about, as I said, job
creation, and it’s also about good envi-
ronmental policy.

Now, you’ve heard a lot about this
energy bill so far. You may continue to
hear a lot about it, and you hear stud-
ies on one side that say we’re going to
lose jobs; the other side saying we’re
going to create jobs. But I think
there’s quite a remarkable thing that’s
going on right now as I've worked on
this with many other Members, on
both the Democrat and Republican
side.

There’s a coalition of people out
there, interested groups, that have
come together and said we support the
energy bill that is currently being pre-
sented by Congress. And I just want to
name some of the companies and some
of the groups because it just doesn’t
sound like the normal groups that
would come together: BP, big oil com-
pany; Dow Chemical; ConocoPhillips,
General Electric. You’ve got the entire
labor union movement supporting this.
You’ve got the League of Conservation
Voters and the Sierra Club.

Now, I know not everyone’s familiar
with every one of these organizations,
but suffice it to say, you have got some
very large corporate businesses that
have their view of the world and cer-
tainly the necessity to having an effi-
cient energy policy. You've got some
environmental groups that have come
together and said, you know, we like
this, this makes some sense to us. And
you’ve got labor which doesn’t always
necessarily but sometimes agrees with
the other two groups.

So what I like to think when I hear
a study from this organization, some-
times I've heard of that organization,
sometimes I haven’t, and you have got
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another group that comes and says the
opposite, I like to think of common
sense when it comes to coming to-
gether and putting together logical and
efficient legislation.

The fact that these three sort of dis-
parate groups have come together and
said, yeah, we support this, I think
something is going on here that we
should take a close look at and cer-
tainly consider in supporting.

I want to talk specifically about the
jobs that will be created by this be-
cause I had a very unique conversation
with the president of the largest utility
company from Florida where I'm from.
He was telling me they’re building the
largest solar plant in the world in Flor-
ida. Now, we like to call ourselves The
Sunshine State, so we think that’s a
good place for it, but there are already
a lot of solar plants in other parts of
the world.

But they’re building this in Florida,
and what he told me was they were
very unhappy about the fact that when
they’re building this huge plant, hun-
dreds of millions of dollars, they’re
going to have to import the mirrors—
that’s the components to build the
solar plant—from Germany. I said,
Why is that? And he said, Well, we
don’t build them in the United States.
There aren’t the kind of incentives for
businesses to do that here; but if you
did build them in Florida or Georgia or
California or Ohio, we would buy them
here because they would be far less ex-
pensive. Just the shipping costs over-
seas of this very fragile equipment adds
such an expensive piece to the equa-
tion.

That, to me, strikes at the heart of
this whole point. Why aren’t we doing
everything we can to create these
kinds of jobs in the United States and
creating the incentives? Well, the good
news is the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act, which we passed—
that’s the recovery bill—a few months
ago has the kind of tax incentives and
many of the components to begin to
encourage this type of industry for cre-
ating jobs in the United States. I want
these jobs to be in Florida or other
parts of the United States because
they’re good quality jobs and will sup-
port a good industry.

Another area which I think we talked
about, you know, nationally is wind
power. A big part of what’s going on
around the world right now, a lot of
that is built overseas, but here’s an-
other good example. A typical wind
turbine has 8,000 parts and is made of
250 tons of steel. Americans make
steel. We fabricate. We assemble. We
can deliver that to a wind farm in the
United States at far less of a cost than
if it was done overseas. And guess
what, you can’t outsource the labor or
the people that put these things to-
gether and install them. You can’t do
it from overseas. So, again, an idea
whose time has come.

The great thing about this energy
bill is this is the kind of forward-think-
ing that will create the next genera-
tion of jobs, whether it’s wind or wave
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