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That is coupled with ejecting the 
world’s media from Iran—first restrict-
ing it and then forcing them out so as 
not to record events. Unfortunately for 
the Iranian mullahs, Twitter has be-
come an incredible means of commu-
nication, as well as cameras in cell 
phones. The word is still coming out as 
to the degree of oppression that is 
being practiced by the Iranian Govern-
ment. 

There is a lot I wish to say today 
about what is going on in Iran; the fact 
that we, the United States of America, 
have a long history of speaking out on 
behalf of people who are oppressed, who 
are victims of a corrupt election. We 
stood tall, America did, for the workers 
in Gdansk, in solidarity with Lech 
Walesa. We stood tall for the people of 
Prague during the Prague Spring, and 
we were not afraid, as Ronald Reagan 
was not, to go to the Berlin Wall and 
say ‘‘Take down this wall,’’ and call an 
evil empire what it was, an evil empire. 

One of the ironies of this situation 
that I wish to address very briefly is 
that President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad’s political adviser said 
Thursday that the United States will 
regret its interference in Iran’s dis-
puted election. In other words, our 
President says he does not want to go 
meddle and at the same time, of 
course, they are accusing us of doing 
exactly that. 

He, the adviser, said: 
I hope in the case of the elections they re-

alize their interference is a mistake and that 
they don’t repeat this mistake. They will 
certainly regret this. They will have prob-
lems reestablishing relations with Iran. 

In the history of this country, since 
July 4, 1776, we affirmed the funda-
mental rights of all people throughout 
the world, and that is the inalienable 
rights granted by our Creator to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 
That commitment to human rights was 
there then and it is there today. The 
United States of America must, and 
this body must, affirm our support for 
fundamental human rights of the Ira-
nian people who are being beaten and 
killed in the streets of Tehran and 
other cities around Iran. We are with 
them. 

It is not an accident that the signs 
‘‘Where is my vote?’’ are in English. 
They are waiting for an expression of 
support from the Government and the 
people of the United States of America. 
I think this resolution is an important 
way to do so. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to and the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 193) was 
agreed to, as follows: 

S. RES. 193 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) expresses its support for all Iranian citi-

zens who embrace the values of freedom, 
human rights, civil liberties, and rule of law; 

(2) condemns the ongoing violence against 
demonstrators by the Government of Iran 

and pro-government militias, as well as the 
ongoing government suppression of inde-
pendent electronic communication through 
interference with the Internet and 
cellphones; and 

(3) affirms the universality of individual 
rights and the importance of democratic and 
fair elections. 

f 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, FREE-
DOM OF SPEECH, AND FREEDOM 
OF EXPRESSION IN IRAN 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we now proceed to 
S. Res. 196. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 196), expressing the 

sense of the Senate on freedom of the press, 
freedom of speech, and freedom of expression 
in Iran. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, that there be no intervening 
action or debate, and any statements 
relating to this matter be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 196) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 196 

Whereas since the June 12 Iranian presi-
dential elections, there have been increased 
restrictions on freedom of the press in Iran 
and limitations on the free flow of informa-
tion among the Iranian people; 

Whereas newspapers and news services 
have been restricted by the Government of 
Iran, preventing the publication of specific 
articles, blocking the transmission of some 
news broadcasts, and cancelling of foreign 
press credentials; 

Whereas websites and blogs have been 
blocked in Iran, including social networking 
sites such as Facebook and Twitter; 

Whereas numerous Iranian journalists 
have been arrested, detained, imprisoned, or 
assaulted since June 12; 

Whereas foreign journalists have been pre-
vented from covering street demonstrations, 
confined to their hotels, and told their visas 
would not be renewed; 

Whereas non-Iranian government news 
services, including the Associated Press, 
have been told they may not distribute 
Farsi-language reports; 

Whereas Iranian journalists were in-
structed by the Government of Iran to report 
solely from their offices; 

Whereas on June 13, the leading mobile 
phone operator in Iran, the government- 
owned Telecommunication Company of Iran, 
was suspended for over 24 hours; 

Whereas short message service (SMS) in 
Iran has been blocked, preventing text mes-
sage communications and blocking internet 
sites that utilize such services; 

Whereas on June 14, an Al-Arabiya cor-
respondent was instructed by the Iranian 
Ministry of Information to change a story 
and its Tehran bureau was subsequently 
closed; 

Whereas shortwave and medium wave 
transmissions of the Farsi-language Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s (RFE/RL) Radio 
Farda have been partially jammed since 
June 12; and 

Whereas satellite broadcasts, including 
those of the Voice of America’s Persian News 
Networkand the British Broadcasting Cor-
poration (BBC), have been intermittently 
jammed since late May: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) respects the sovereignty, proud history, 

and rich culture of the Iranian people; 
(2) respects the universal values of freedom 

of speech and freedom of the press in Iran 
and throughout the world; 

(3) supports the Iranian people as they 
take steps to peacefully express their voices, 
opinions, and aspirations; 

(4) supports the Iranian people seeking ac-
cess to news and other forms of information; 

(5) condemns the detainment, imprison-
ment, and intimidation of all journalists, in 
Iran and elsewhere throughout the world; 

(6) supports journalists who take great risk 
to report on political events in Iran, includ-
ing those surrounding the presidential elec-
tion; 

(7) supports the efforts of the Broadcasting 
Board of Governors (BBG) to provide credible 
news and information within Iran through 
the Voice of America’s (VOA) 24-hour tele-
vision station Persian News Network, and 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s (RFE/RL) 
Radio Farda 24-hour radio station; and 

(8) condemns acts of censorship, intimida-
tion, and other restrictions on freedom of 
the press, freedom of speech, and freedom of 
expression in Iran and throughout the world. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE MEN AND 
WOMEN OF THE NATIONAL AR-
CHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINIS-
TRATION ON THE OCCASION OF 
ITS 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that we now proceed to 
S. Res. 197. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 197), congratulating 

the men and women of the National Archives 
and Records Administration on the occasion 
of its 75th anniversary. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, that there be no intervening 
action or debate, and any statements 
relating to this matter be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 197) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 197 

Whereas the National Archives was estab-
lished by Congress in 1934 to centralize Fed-
eral recordkeeping; 

Whereas the National Archives, now called 
the National Archives and Records Adminis-
tration (in this resolution referred to as 
‘‘NARA’’), serves democracy in the United 
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