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THE ECONOMIC CASE FOR HEALTH
CARE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to highlight the
economic need for health care reform.
Indeed, as my friend from North Caro-
lina just indicated, there are a lot of
misleading statistics on health care. In
fact, we just heard a few from her.

We have heard a great deal about the
human costs of failing to reform health
care. Forty-six million Americans lack
health care insurance. A child without
insurance, for example, is 5 times more
likely to die of appendicitis than a
child that has access to health care in-
surance.

The loss of any life is truly incalcu-
lable. However, there are those who
would rather avoid talking about that
child. They prefer to discuss the dollars
and cents of health care. For those who
worry only about the cost of reform, I
would like to discuss the tremendous
economic cost of doing nothing.

We know the cost of doing nothing.
Without reform, small businesses will
pay $2.4 trillion in health care for their
employees over the next decade. Re-
forming the system and controlling
costs could save those small businesses
$800 billion by 2018 and save 168,000
jobs, unless we do nothing.

Currently, 46 million Americans lack
health insurance. We know the eco-
nomic costs of that. In 2008, Federal,
State and local governments paid $442.9
billion to reimburse the uncompen-
sated costs for visits to health clinics
and hospitals by the uninsured. That
places a tax burden on every American
of $627 a year, Madam Speaker. If we
continue doing nothing, the tax burden
in inflation-adjusted dollars will nearly
triple by 2030.

As health insurance costs continue to
rise, and they will, and as more Ameri-
cans find themselves unable to afford
insurance, and they will, those reim-
bursement costs will, of course, sky-
rocket. We know the cost of doing
nothing, and we cannot afford that
cost.

Americans have the most expensive
health care system in the world. True,
the quality of care at the highest levels
is second to none. However, the dra-
matically rising costs each year render
more and more people unable to access
that quality care.

As chairman of Fairfax County, Vir-
ginia, Board of Supervisors, one the
primary concerns I heard from county
retirees was the rapidly rising cost of
health care. Senior citizens and those
on fixed incomes were especially con-
cerned that the ever-growing premiums
were forcing them to choose between
health care and other necessities. Pri-
vate industry is also feeling that pinch.
Companies such as IBM have begun to
eliminate retiree health care benefits
altogether, precisely because of rising
health care costs.

In 1960, health care costs in the
United States were 5 percent of our
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Gross Domestic Product. Today, they
represent 18 percent, and if we do noth-
ing, the costs will rise to a staggering
34 percent of our entire GDP by 2040.
Madam Speaker, our children will be
paying seven times more for health
care costs than we paid in 1960. That
level of cost increase is unconscionable
and unsustainable.

Workers currently receiving em-
ployer-provided health insurance are
increasingly faced with two dev-

astating scenarios; either the level of
care they receive is reduced to counter
the costs, or their health care costs
rise each year, far outpacing their rise
in wages. For many workers, they see
both in a double whammy of paying
more for less. This is evident in the
growth in the average employer-spon-
sored health insurance family deduct-
ible. In just 7 years year, Madam
Speaker, from 1999 to 2006, the average
deductible grew 50 percent. For firms
with less than 50 employees, the de-
ductible increased from roughly $1,300
in 1999 to over $2,000 in 2006.

Currently 43 percent of those smaller
firms offer their employees health care
coverage. As costs continue to rise,
this number will shrink and more
Americans will find themselves unin-
sured and unable to afford affordable
options. If we can continue to do noth-
ing, government spending on health
care will suffer equally. Spending on
Medicare and Medicaid, currently 6
percent of GDP, will rise if we do noth-
ing to 15 percent by 2040.

Studies have shown that slowing the
cost growth in health care by 1.5 per-
centage points a year will result in dra-
matic decreases in the Federal budget
deficit. By 2030, Federal deficits would
be 3 percent of GDP smaller than it
otherwise would have been, saving us
hundreds of billions of dollars a year,
something my friend from North Caro-
lina just indicated she was concerned
about. If we do nothing, we condemn
our future to rapidly increasing budget
deficits and a dearth of funding avail-
able for other essential government
functions.

Madam Speaker, I support com-
prehensive health care reform.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

———
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore ( Mr. CARNAHAN) at noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:
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Lord, the summer solstice has al-
ready passed. So quietly and relent-
lessly daylight grows shorter. The full
expression of family joy on a weekend
holiday or a brief summer vacation is
abruptly ended with the news of a
Metro train crash. The bright light is
suddenly dimmed when the cloud of
fragile life passes by.

Lord, we lift up in prayer all those
who died or were injured in yesterday’s
tragedy here in Northeast Washington.
Be with their families, neighbors and
friends.

As You restore confidence and peace
to the fragile systems of routine in our
workaday world, Lord, we bless You
and praise You for all of the good days
and the good times we try to hold onto
as best we can, because they carry us
through the times that are not so good.

Lord of the ages, it is You who hold
all together and oversee the seasons of
everyone’s life, even as summer days
grow shorter. Both now and forever.
Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with an
amendment in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, a bill of the
House of the following title:

H.R. 1777. An act to make technical correc-
tions to the Higher Education Act of 1965,
and for other purposes.

————
H.R. 2967 STOPS LOOPHOLE ABUSE
(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 2967,
a bill I introduced to save 324 jobs in
my district and save American tax-
payers billions of dollars.

Kraft paper companies have abused a
loophole in the alternative fuels mix-
ture tax credit to claim billions of dol-
lars of subsidies with no benefit to the
taxpayer. Their gimmicks have not en-
couraged alternative fuel use, and they
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are actually costing us jobs in recycled
paper mills which should be growing
our economy.

These mills, like the Catalyst paper
mill in Snowflake, Arizona, cannot
compete against rivals who claim Fed-
eral subsidies. Catalyst has been forced
to let go more than a quarter of its
workers, and is at risk of shutting
down entirely.

This Congress has a duty to restore
fiscal responsibility and help Kkeep
folks at work. This bill will help save
jobs and eliminate waste. I urge my
colleagues to give it their support.

————

THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF
IRAN

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
turmoil continues in Iran with the lit-
tle man from the desert, President
Mahmud Ahmadinejad, claiming vic-
tory in the apparent fraudulent presi-
dential elections.

Leave it to the students of Iran to
continue to protest, in spite of the gov-
ernment’s shooting of students and
others who risk their lives for the
human right to peaceably assemble and
freedom of speech.

Backed by the government-con-
trolled press and the religious leaders,
Ahmadinejad is trying to quell the
hundreds of thousands who say his
claim to the imperial throne of the
presidency is a fraud.

The sons of liberty and the daughters
of democracy in Iran who wish to exer-
cise the right of free speech and free-
dom to assemble should resolve this
drama peaceably in order to ensure
their human rights. And I hope our
American policy would be morally and
verbally supportive, as stated by Presi-
dent Kennedy years ago when he said,
“Let every Nation know, whether it
wishes us well or ill, that we will pay
any price, bear any burden, meet any
hardship, support any friend, oppose
any foe, in order to ensure the survival
and the success of liberty.”

And that’s just the way it is.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 22, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
Monday, June 22, 2009 at 5:29 p.m., and said
to contain a message from the President
whereby he submits a copy of a notice filed
earlier with the Federal Register continuing
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the emergency with respect to the Western
Balkans first declared in Executive Order
13219 of June 26, 2001.
With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE WESTERN BALKANS—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 111-51)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent to the Federal Reg-
ister for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the Western Balkans
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond June 26, 2009.

The crisis constituted by the actions
of persons engaged in, or assisting,
sponsoring, or supporting (i) extremist
violence in the Republic of Macedonia
and elsewhere in the Western Balkans
region, or (ii) acts obstructing imple-
mentation of the Dayton Accords in
Bosnia or United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999,
in Kosovo, that led to the declaration
of a national emergency on June 26,
2001, in Executive Order 13219, and to
amendment of that order in Executive
Order 13304 of May 28, 2003, has not
been resolved. The acts of extremist vi-
olence and obstructionist activity out-
lined in Executive Order 13219, as
amended, are hostile to U.S. interests
and pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency declared with
respect to the Western Balkans and
maintain in force the sanctions to re-
spond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 22, 2009.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.
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Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF
2009

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
407) to increase, effective as of Decem-
ber 1, 2009, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected
disabilities and the rates of dependency
and indemnity compensation for the
survivors of certain disabled veterans,
and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 407

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans’
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment
Act of 2009,

SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATES OF DISABILITY COM-
PENSATION AND DEPENDENCY AND
INDEMNITY COMPENSATION.

(a) RATE ADJUSTMENT.—Effective on De-
cember 1, 2009, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall increase, in accordance with sub-
section (c), the dollar amounts in effect on
November 30, 2009, for the payment of dis-
ability compensation and dependency and in-
demnity compensation under the provisions
specified in subsection (b).

(b) AMOUNTS TO BE INCREASED.—The dollar
amounts to be increased pursuant to sub-
section (a) are the following:

(1) WARTIME DISABILITY COMPENSATION.—
Each of the dollar amounts under section
1114 of title 38, United States Code.

(2) ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR DEPEND-
ENTS.—Each of the dollar amounts under sec-
tion 1115(1) of such title.

(3) CLOTHING ALLOWANCE.—The
amount under section 1162 of such title.

(4) DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSA-
TION TO SURVIVING SPOUSE.—Each of the dol-
lar amounts under subsections (a) through
(d) of section 1311 of such title.

() DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSA-
TION TO CHILDREN.—Each of the dollar
amounts under sections 1313(a) and 1314 of
such title.

(c) DETERMINATION OF INCREASE.—

(1) PERCENTAGE.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), each dollar amount described
in subsection (b) shall be increased by the
same percentage as the percentage by which
benefit amounts payable under title II of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) are
increased effective December 1, 2009, as a re-
sult of a determination under section 215(i)
of such Act (42 U.S.C. 415(i)).

(2) ROUNDING.—Each dollar amount in-
creased under paragraph (1), if not a whole
dollar amount, shall be rounded to the next
lower whole dollar amount.

(d) SPECIAL RULE.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may adjust administratively,
consistent with the increases made under
subsection (a), the rates of disability com-
pensation payable to persons under section
10 of Public Law 85-857 (72 Stat. 1263) who
have not received compensation under chap-
ter 11 of title 38, United States Code.

(e) PUBLICATION OF ADJUSTED RATES.—The
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall publish
in the Federal Register the amounts speci-
fied in subsection (b), as increased under sub-
section (a), not later than the date on which
the matters specified in section 215(i)(2)(D) of

dollar
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