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side of history. Speaking out for those who
have no voice will always be a source of hope
for people in the darkest corners of the globe.

This President and this Secretary of State
need to remember that the surest way to ac-
complish their stated goal of bolstering Amer-
ica’s standing in the world is to find common
cause not with oppressors, but with those they
repress.

———
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Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, it is
with deep respect that | rise today to pay trib-
ute to an outstanding American, a great cham-
pion of conservative values, and my good
friend, Paul M. Weyrich, who passed away
last December 18, 2008. His contributions to
American conservative politics over the past
35 years have been tremendous. Paul co-
founded the Heritage Foundation in 1973, and
in 1974 organized the Committee for the Sur-
vival of Free Congress, which later reorga-
nized into the Free Congress Foundation on
which he served as Chairman and CEO. By
1977, both the Heritage Foundation and Free
Congress Foundation were ranked in the top
5 most influential and best funded conserv-
ative think tanks. Paul also held the highest
honorary position in the Council for National
Policy.

Born in Racine, Washington to Ignatius and
Virginia Weyrich, Paul began his interest in
politics while attending the University of Wis-
consin-Madison. At the age of 19, he joined
the Racine County Young Republicans where
he was active for the next three years until
1964, when he chose to take part in Barry
Goldwater’s presidential campaign. In 1966 he
became the press secretary to Republican
U.S. Senator Gordon L. Allott of Colorado.
While there he became acquainted with Jack
Wilson, an aide to Joseph Coors of the Coors
Brewing family. This contact spurred a series
of events, which resulted in the formation of
the Heritage Foundation.

The Free Congress Foundation, established
shortly after the formation of the Heritage
Foundation, and where Mr. Weyrich served as
President from 1977 until 2002, is yet another
milestone in his long list of achievements. The
FCF served as a format to train and mobilize
conservative activists, recruit conservative
candidates, as well as raise funds for conserv-
ative causes. To raise funds, the FCF became
one of the first organizations to utilize evan-
gelical churches for recruiting support for con-
servative politics.

A titan in the world of conservative politics,
Mr. Weyrich worked ceaselessly. His contribu-
tions include co-founding the Christian Voice
with Robert Grant in 1977; co-founding the
Moral Majority with Jerry Falwell in 1979;
founding the American Legislative Exchange
Council; founding the Council for National Pol-
icy; co-publishing the magazine Conservative
Digest; serving as the National Chairman of
Coalitions for America; founding the Wash-
ington, D.C. based satellite television station
“National Empowerment Television (NET)”,
which later re-launched as “America’s Voice”;
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serving as President of the Krieble Institute
from 1989 to 1996, a unit of FCF which
trained activists to support democracy move-
ments and establish small businesses in East-
ern Europe and the former Soviet Union. Mr.
Weyrich was also an ardent supporter of rail
mass transit; his expertise in this area was uti-
lized while he served as an AMTRAK Director
and a National Surface Transportation Policy
and Revenue Study Commissioner. In and
after 1989, Mr. Weyrich traveled to the for-
merly Communist Soviet Union where he or-
ganized training courses for the promotion of
democracy and individual rights. In 2005 Mr.
Weyrich won the Heritage Foundation’s pres-
tigious Clare Booth Luce Award.

These accomplishments are a testament to
his unwavering commitment and passion for
conservatism. A leader in his faith, as well as
in the political realm, Paul was ordained in
1990 as a deacon in the Melkite Greek
Eparchy, a conservative Catholic Church.

A few years ago he was diagnosed with a
spinal injury, arachnoiditis, and as his illness
progressed over the years, he was confined to
a wheelchair. Despite these limitations, Paul
persisted in his pursuit to better the nation and
world through conservatism. He continued to
play key roles as a political advisor and
speaker, even finding time to organize summit
meetings on the future of conservatism, and
write opinion pieces for his own foundation
and for news organizations.

On December 18, 2008, Paul passed away
in Fairfax, Virginia, and our country lost one of
its strongest champions for conservatism. He
is survived by his wife of 45 years, Joyce,
their five children and thirteen grandchildren.

Revered Louis P. Sheldon commented on
the life of his friend, stating “Paul Weyrich was
a pioneer of the conservative movement and
a staunch defender of traditional values. He
was a brilliant strategist, an aggressive de-
fender of the faith, and a determined foe
against the failed philosophy of liberalism.
Most of all, he was a good friend, confidante
and someone who could be relied upon to do
the right thing for our nation and for the Chris-
tian faith, which he embraced. We will miss
him—and the conservative movement has lost
a giant whose influence will be felt for years
to come.”

Though Paul is no longer with us, he leaves
a powerful legacy that will be remembered for
generations to come. Madam Speaker, | ask
those here today to join me in remembering
and celebrating the life and achievements of
this great American, Mr. Paul M. Weyrich.

————
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2997) making ap-
propriations for Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies programs for the fiscal
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year ending September 30, 2010, and for other
purposes:

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr Chair, | rise in support of
H.R. 2997, the Agriculture Appropriations bill.
This bill wisely devotes half of the total appro-
priations in the entire bill to the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), formerly
called the Food Stamp Program.

The face of hunger takes many forms. This
week while driving in my district | saw a home-
less woman who suffered from chronic hun-
ger, begging on the street corner. When the
most basic need for food goes unmet, the
most basic functions of living that so many of
us take for granted become difficult, if not im-
possible. It threatens the economic and social
well-being of the affected person, and some-
times the entire family. And while this home-
less and hungry soul is an apt example of the
face of hunger, the truth is that food insecurity
is hurting far more than just the severely dis-
advantaged. Food insecurity is hurting our
middle class, our children and our seniors
among others. During difficult economic times
like these, hunger’s invisibility belies its star-
tling prevalence.

In the United States 1 in 8 or approximately
36 million Americans struggle with hunger, 13
million of which are children. According to the
USDA 1 in 6 American children are food inse-
cure. One out of every five children under five
years of age is living at risk of hunger in 13
states around our nation.

In my home state of Ohio, 12.7 percent of
Ohioans are food insecure; 18.7 percent of
Ohio’s children are food insecure; and 23.3
percent of children under the age of five are
food insecure. Ohio has recently been re-
ported to have the third highest rate of food in-
secure children under the age of 5 in the na-
tion.

Uncertain times in our country and economy
are even more uncertain for these children as
their malnutrition will have a long-lasting im-
pact on their future development. Proper nutri-
tion throughout life is important but research
tells us that for children three and under it is
particularly important as this is the time that
children build a foundation for the rest of their
life. It is precisely the time when their brains
and central nervous systems are growing the
fastest. A good foundation is essential to a
child’s future health, including mental health,
educational accomplishment and economic vi-
ability.

Recent reports indicate that across our na-
tion, 33.8 million people were enrolled in
SNAP in April 2009. This is a new record and
an increase of 20 percent over last year. It is
expected that SNAP will serve approximately
35 million Americans in Fiscal Year 2010. Ac-
cording to a study from the Center for Com-
munity Solutions, portions of my district, in-
cluding Lakewood, Fairview Park and Parma,
have experienced a 74 percent increase in
participation in the Food Stamp Program (now
called SNAP) between 2002 and 2007. Fur-
thermore, our local food bank, the Cleveland
Food Bank, has significantly increased dis-
tribution since the start of the current fiscal
year. Already they have distributed three mil-
lion more pounds of food in the current fiscal
year than was distributed in the entire prior
year. By October 2009 it is expected that this
number will increase to four million pounds. In
Northeast Ohio local food pantries have expe-
rienced a 35 percent increase in clients. Many
of these clients are first time users of the food
bank.
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