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smaller, more efficient government. We
are not looking for another govern-
ment bailout. Whatever happened to:
Ask not what your country can do for
you, ask what you can do for your
country?

Where ‘‘Obamanopoly’ is concerned,
it is time to say: Game over. It is time
to pull the reins on this headlong rush
toward the Europeanization of Amer-
ica. As former President Gerald Ford
said:

A government that is big enough to give
you all you want is big enough to take it all
away.

I am concerned about what is going
on. I admit that President Obama is a
very attractive human being. I person-
ally like him. But I think this tax-and-
spend set of policies we are seeing is
taking our country down to the point
of ruin, and we have to stand up and
stop it. I have to tell you, if we do not
do it, our kids and our grandkids and
our great-grandkids—and Elaine and I
have all three—are going to be paying
a huge price.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, yesterday
I was unable to be here for the consid-
eration and final passage of the Home-
land Security Appropriations Act be-
cause of a death in my family, but I
would like to submit my support for
this important legislation for the
RECORD.

Whether it is a natural disaster or an
act of terrorism, we must maintain the
ability to respond quickly and effi-
ciently to security challenges. No job
is more important than Kkeeping our
citizens safe, and no one does that job
better than our front line public safety
officials. This legislation provides
them with the resources they need.

My fellow Connecticut residents and
I know first hand how important it is
to be prepared. Just last week, officials
from FEMA and DHS toured Farm-
ington and Wethersfield after torna-
does toppled trees and utility lines,
damaging buildings and closing roads.
The  worst of the storm  hit
Wethersfield square-on, severely dam-
aging 70 houses and leaving several to
be condemned.

It is rare that a tornado touches
down in Connecticut, but it reminds us
that disaster can happen anytime, any-
place, anywhere.

At these moments of crisis, we must
be assured that our communities have
the first-responder personnel, training,
and equipment necessary to keep fami-
lies safe.

That is why I authored and continue
to support the Assistance to Fire-
fighters, FIRE, Grant Program to help
equip and train firefighters, and the
Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emer-
gency Response, SAFER, Grant Pro-
gram to increase the number of fire-
fighting personnel.

We have made the Federal Govern-
ment a partner to our Nation’s fire-
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fighters and because we did, we have
delivered more than $55 million to Con-
necticut communities in the last dec-
ade.

This year’s bill includes $420 million
in SAFER grants—double the amount
appropriated last year. This funding
will help to stem the tide of layoffs so
that our communities can be protected
by an adequate number of dedicated
firefighters.

In addition, I was pleased that the
Senate accepted an amendment I of-
fered that provides an additional $10
million to the FIRE Grant Program.
This increase will help more local fire
departments equip and train first re-
sponders in Connecticut and across the
country.

The bill also provides $300,000 for the
Coast Guard Academy in New London
to begin work on Eagle Pier, which will
be the permanent home of the EAGLE,
the historic tall ship seized from Ger-
many during World War II.

For more than 60 years, Eagle Pier
was the home of the Coast Guard
Training Vessel EAGLE, but in recent
years, as the aging pier has fallen into
disrepair, the EAGLE has been
homeported at a pier at Fort Trumbull.

The EAGLE is a Connecticut icon
and one of only two remaining commis-
sioned sailing vessels in American Gov-
ernment service, the other being Bos-
ton’s USS Constitution.

In addition to showcasing a rich his-
tory, the EAGLE serves as a modern
day seagoing classroom for Coast
Guard Cadets, providing hands-on mar-
itime instruction to supplement the
students’ rigorous classroom workload.

This bill makes important invest-
ments in our domestic security, first
responders, and the State of Con-
necticut, and I am proud to support it.

AMENDMENT NO. 1430

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, today, I
join with Senator SANDERS, my col-
league from Vermont, and Senator
CARPER, my colleague from Delaware,
in supporting an increase in funding for
two essential programs in the fiscal
yvear 2010 Homeland Security appro-
priations bill to support our brave fire-
fighters: assistance to firefighter
grants, AFG, and staffing for adequate
fire and emergency response grants,
SAFER.

The Assistance to Firefighter Grants,
AFG, Program, commonly referred to
as fire grants, helps fund the purchase
of urgently needed emergency response
equipment, apparatus, and training.
The AFG Program relies on direct
input from the locally affected fire
services in the grant process to ensure
funding reaches those agencies that are
most in need. A fiscal year 2007 review
of AFG by the Department of Home-
land Security found this program to be
95 percent effective, the second highest
rating of any program at the Depart-
ment.

A recent needs assessment survey
conducted by the Fireman’s Fund In-
surance Company found that 60 percent
of respondents report that their local
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fire department has delayed equipment
replacement purchases due to the eco-
nomic downturn, and 50 percent re-
ported that if economic conditions do
not improve in the next year, it could
affect their ability to provide service
to their communities. Local fire de-
partment and EMS agencies need fire
grants to continue to ensure the safety
of citizens across the country.

A fire company in McAdoo County,
located in east-central Pennsylvania,
used its fire grant to purchase an auto-
matic defibrillator. The biggest Kkiller
of firefighters in the line of duty is
heart attacks, and now the brave men
and women at McAdoo Fire Company
are better protected as they risk their
lives every day to help those in emer-
gency situations.

SAFER grants assist fire depart-
ments in the hiring of career fire-
fighters and the recruitment and reten-
tion of volunteer firefighters. The sin-
gle most significant challenge facing
volunteer fire service is recruitment
and retention. Over the past two dec-
ades, the percentage of volunteer fire-
fighters under the age of 40 has shrunk
from 65 percent to 50 percent. The
SAFER Grant program was created to
provide funding directly to fire depart-
ments and volunteer firefighter organi-
zations in order to help them increase
the number of trained, ‘‘front-line”
firefighters available in their local
communities. SAFER grants enhance
the ability of local fire departments’ to
comply with staffing, response and
operational standards.

The Center Township Volunteer Fire
Department, located in western Penn-
sylvania, received a SAFER grant in
March of 2009. With that funding, they
can recruit more volunteer firefighters
and retain those who already give so
generously of themselves in efforts to
protect and help others. SAFER grants
are particularly beneficial to munici-
palities that are growing by expanding
the number of firefighters in conjunc-
tion with increased population growth
and greater housing development. I am
proud of the courage and self-sacrifice
of volunteer firefighters in my home
State and across the Nation and want
to ensure that the Federal Government
supports their dedication.

This amendment offers critical fund-
ing assistance to emergency first re-
sponders and ensures that the safety of
our citizens remains a national pri-
ority.

COMMENDING NORM COLEMAN

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I wish to
speak in honor of the service of my
good friend, Senator Norm Coleman.
Senator Coleman was among the more
thoughtful and intelligent Senators
that I have known. His presence in this
Chamber will be sorely missed.

Senator Coleman came to the Senate
with more insight into the lives and
needs of his constituents than most ob-
tain after years of service in Congress.
He was elected mayor of St. Paul, MN,
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