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now and really think about it, we are
not only going to lose some of our best-
paying American jobs, we are going to
lose the backbone of our military
might.

At a time when we are looking to
create jobs and build the economy,
eliminating the $12 billion in economic
activity and thousands of American
jobs that are tied to the F-22 produc-
tion does not make sense to me. Sup-
porting continued F-22 production will
help defend against potential threats,
and, of course, it will protect family-
wage jobs, and, importantly, it will
preserve our domestic base.

So I urge our colleagues to oppose
the amendment that has been offered.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BURRIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MATTHEW SHEPARD LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
ACT

Mr. BURRIS. Mr. President, I would
like to speak on the National Defense
authorization bill that is pending be-
fore the Senate in reference to an
amendment that would be on that bill.

More than a decade ago, on a cold
night in Wyoming, a young man was
assaulted and killed simply for being
who he was. The brutality of that mur-
der shocked the Nation. But even more
shocking was the motive for the crime.
Matthew Shepard was targeted and
killed that night for nothing more than
his sexual orientation.

The fact that the vicious attack
could occur at all is hard to believe.
But the fact that it was done out of
blind hatred is simply too much to
bear. So we must make sure Matthew
Shepard’s death was not in vain.

We must shape a positive legacy from
the ashes of this terrible tragedy. I be-
lieve this is the next chapter in the
struggle against hatred and in the
favor of equal rights. As we have been
called to do throughout our history, I
believe it is time to take action once
again.

I rise today in support of the legisla-
tion inspired by Matthew’s tragic
story. I am proud to be a cosponsor of
the Matthew Shepard Local Law En-
forcement Hate Crime Prevention Act.
If it becomes law, the Matthew
Shepard Act will add ‘‘sexual orienta-
tion” to the definition of hate crimes
under Federal law, giving law enforce-
ment officials the tools they need to
bring all violent criminals to justice.

Many States already have hate
crimes legislation on the books. I am
proud to say my home State of Illinois
is among them. But we need to make
sure violent criminals face the same
penalties in Washington as they do in
Illinois and across the Nation.

Hate crimes are assaults against in-
dividuals, but they tragically target an
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entire group of people. Matthew
Shepard was not just a young gay man,
he was a very young gay man. Col-
leagues, it is time to take a stand. It is
time for the Senate to help end the ha-
tred, to reaffirm our commitment to an
America that is as free and as equal as
our founders intended for it to be, to
make sure that no American lives in
fear because of who they are.

As a former attorney general of Illi-
nois, I have been fighting hate crimes
for many years. Since the very begin-
ning of my career, I have spoken out
against injustice and worked hard to
end discrimination. So I understand
how important the Matthew Shepherd
Act will be as we seek to bring crimi-
nals to justice for their actions.

But some have expressed concern
about this measure. I have heard from
Illinois residents who worry that this
may prevent them or their religious
leaders from expressing their faith. As
a deeply religious American myself, 1
would oppose any bill that restricts our
freedom of speech or our freedom of re-
ligion.

So let me assure my constituents and
my colleagues that the Matthew
Shepard Act applies to violent crimes,
not religious speech. It will help us end
murder and assault, but it will not af-
fect the sermons people will hear every
Sunday or the ability to preach the
things they believe.

A decade has passed since Matthew
Shepard’s tragic death. We must not
let another year go by without the
Matthew Shepard Act as the law of the
land.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this important legislation.
Hopefully, we will be able to have hate
crimes as a crime on the books in the
Nation as well as in our States.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LEVIN. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, so far we
have been unable to obtain agreement
to have a vote tomorrow morning on
the Levin-McCain amendment. I am
hoping we can achieve such agreement
yet tonight; if not, in the clear dawn of
tomorrow morning. I am disappointed
we have not been able to reach agree-
ment to go to a vote on that amend-
ment, but that is a fact with which we
will have to deal. In the meantime, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to a period of morning
business, with each Senator allowed to
speak up to 10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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REMEMBERING STEVEN CROWLEY
AND BRIAN ELLIS

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, 30
years ago this November, two Ameri-
cans were killed when a mob attacked
the American Embassy in Islamabad,
Pakistan. I wish to pay tribute to those
men, Marine CPL Steven Crowley and
Army WO Brian Ellis.

Just a little over 2 weeks earlier, 66
Americans had been taken hostage by
students in Tehran. On November 21,
1979, Ayatollah Khomeini, the Supreme
Leader of Iran, took to the airwaves
and falsely accused American troops of
occupying the Great Mosque in Mecca.

Protests raged against the United
States throughout Pakistan that day.
A student protest formed outside the
gates of the American Embassy com-
pound in Islamabad, but it quickly
turned violent. Protesters broke down
part of the wall, surged into the com-
pound, and began shooting at American
forces, breaking windows, and setting
fire to the buildings.

Most of the Embassy staff members
were able to get to a secure commu-
nications room, where they remained
for over 5 hours until the Pakistani
military arrived to quell the rioters.
Corporal Crowley was killed while pro-
tecting the compound; Warrant Officer
Ellis was found burned to death in his
apartment on the compound. Two Pak-
istani employees of the Embassy were
also killed by rioters that day.

This weekend, survivors of that at-
tack will meet at Arlington National
Cemetery. My thoughts and prayers
will be with them as they remember
those whose lives were cut short that
fateful day in November.

Steven Crowley and Brian Ellis died
in the line of duty, serving their coun-
try and defending American lives.
Their service must not be forgotten.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

COMMENDING THE NORTH DAKOTA
WHEAT COMMISSION

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today I
honor the North Dakota Wheat Com-
mission.

On July 8, the North Dakota Wheat
Commission celebrated its 50th year
marketing and promoting wheat on be-
half of my State’s farm families. As the
top spring wheat and durum wheat pro-
ducing State in the Nation, I am proud
of what the North Dakota Wheat Com-
mission has been able to achieve for
our State’s producers.

The commission, created by the
North Dakota Legislature in 1959, has
allowed my State’s farmers to become
more actively engaged in the export
and market promotion of our wheat
crop because the commission is funded
and directed by producers. During its
50 years of existence, North Dakota’s
average wheat production has in-
creased from 100 million bushels to 300
million bushels annually. In that same
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