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things they’ve accomplished throughout these
very special years.

Life at the communities of Appalachian
Christian Village offers exceptional opportuni-
ties for new experiences, new friendships, and
a new way of life.

Madam Speaker, this community has be-
come one of the most favorable places to re-
tire in the country in terms of the crime rate,
cost-of-living, and access to excellent medical
services, among other components.

| am so thankful to have this wonderful com-
munity in Washington County. Their presence
is a tremendous contribution. | wish all of
those at Appalachian Christian Village another
successful 55 years.

| am proud to represent all at Appalachian
Christian Village in Congress, and | will con-
tinue to protect the values of the constituency
while | am in office.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KURT SCHRADER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 17, 2009

Mr. SCHRADER. Madam Speaker, | regret-
fully missed the following rolicall votes on July
13-16, 2009 due to a prior family commitment.
Had | been present, | would have voted “aye”
on rollcall votes 533, 534, 535, 536, 538, 539,
540, 541, 542, 543, 544, 545, 546, 547, 548,
549, 550, 551, 552, 553, 554, and “nay” on
rollcall votes 530, 531, 532, & 537.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 17, 2009

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, this afternoon
| had to miss rollcall votes on account of a
dinner that | was attending in honor of a long-
time friend, Dr. Norm Mayer. Dr. Mayer is the
former Emergency Room Director for the
Moses H. Cone Memorial Hospital in Greens-
boro, North Carolina. He is unfortunately bat-
tling Lou Gehrig’s disease (Amyotrophic Lat-
eral Sclerosis), and tonight’s dinner is in honor
of Dr. Mayer and his relentless battle against
this debilitating disease. In addition, the dinner
will also raise funds to help others in the
Greensboro area, who are also battling
against Lou Gehrig’s disease.

———

WILKESON CENTENNIAL

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 17, 2009

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the City of Wilkeson,
Washington, for reaching its centennial year in
2009.

Wilkeson is located on the timber-lined Car-
bon River at the doorstep of Mount Rainier.
This small town of 450 residents has a rich
economic history in timber and sandstone min-
ing. In fact, the sandstone used to build the
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Washington  State Capitol came from
Wilkeson. Samuel Wilkeson, a railroad pioneer
and the City’s namesake, called the forests of
Mount Rainier and the Cascade Mountains the
“most enchanting forests on the globe.” Most
tellingly, the City’s rich history is still visible:
five properties in Wilkeson can be found on
Washington’s historical register. Mayor Janet
Kepka should be proud of the City she leads.
| am proud to represent such a community
and sincerely congratulate the City of
Wilkeson on this tremendous achievement.

————

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2010

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY MORAN

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 16, 2009

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3170) making ap-
propriations for financial services and gen-
eral government for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2010, and for other purposes:

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Chair, | rise in
opposition to H.R. 3170, the Financial Serv-
ices and General Government Appropriations
Act for 2010. This bill passed the House of
Representatives on July 16, 2009, over my
objection, by a vote of 219-208.

| opposed H.R. 3170 because the bill
adopts the Obama Administration’s proposal
to allow publically funded abortion in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The “Dornan Amendment,”
which has been included annually in this ap-
propriations bill since 1996, prevents the use
of any congressionally appropriated funds for
elective abortions in the District. H.R. 3170 re-
peals this prohibition and replaces it with a
meaningless watered-down restriction that ap-
plies only to funds specifically contributed for
“federal” program purposes. Because “fed-
eral” and “local” funds are commingled in the
District, separating them is a mere book-
keeping exercise. By simply designating the
funds that pay for abortions as “local” funds,
D.C. will be able to fund abortion on demand.

Stripping the Dornan Amendment from fi-
nancial services appropriations bill is unac-
ceptable. Our nation’s capital already has one
of the highest abortion rates in the country.
Removing the Dornan Amendment from the
bill will certainly increase those numbers, es-
pecially among teenagers.

President Obama has repeatedly vowed that
his goal is to reduce the number of abortions
in our country. | question how providing tax-
payer funding for abortions will somehow re-
duce the number of abortions. More than 40%
of all pregnancies in the District already end in
abortion. Even the Guttmacher Institute, an or-
ganization founded by a division of Planned
Parenthood, reports that when public funding
is not available, 30% fewer women in the cov-
ered population have abortions. This means
that 30% of babies whose mothers receive
government subsidized health care survive be-
cause of abortion funding restrictions. No ad-
ministration or lawmaker can support this pol-
icy change and still claim to support reducing
abortions.

Washington, D.C. has a troubled history
when it comes to abortion funding. In the
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1980s, when D.C. funded abortion, the District
had one of the most permissive policies in the
nation. A full D.C. abortion funding ban was
enacted in 1989. In 1994, when the funding
ban was lifted, D.C. took $1 million away from
the Medical Charities fund, which was created
to help AIDS patients, to instead pay for abor-
tion. Then, the District needed additional funds
to make up for the funds lost to abortion. After
that, when the abortion funding ban was rein-
stated in 1996, the city continued to fund abor-
tions in violation of the law for two more years.

Including the Dornan Amendment in the Fi-
nancial Services appropriations bill is a logical
means to help reduce abortions, a common
cause of both the Republican and Democratic
parties, and protect our most vulnerable citi-
zens. Directing taxpayer dollars to fund abor-
tions is a clear violation of many Americans’
deeply held beliefs and is simply bad public
policy. For this reason, | stand in opposition to
H.R. 3170.

———

REINTRODUCTION OF THE
NATIONAL PARENTS CORPS ACT

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 17, 2009

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
am proud to reintroduce the National Parents
Corps Act of 2009. Just as it takes a village
to raise a child, it takes a community to pro-
tect a family.

Unfortunately today, American families in
every corner of our country are working harder
and longer hours to just make ends meet.
They labor frantically to keep food on the
table, gas in the tank, and a roof over their
heads. As you can imagine the troubled econ-
omy makes it especially hard for parents to
fully shepherd their children through those crit-
ical formative years. Study after study shows
how vulnerable pre-teen and teenage young
people are to developing life-long, harmful be-
haviors such as smoking and drug abuse.

The National Parents Corps Act of 2009
helps address this problem, by providing par-
ents with the resources necessary to organize
and protect their children in unique but proven
methods. This legislation will create a national
network of parent leaders who will educate
and mobilize other parents in their children’s
schools. These full-time, professional parents
will serve as liaisons between teachers, par-
ents, and administrators to build much-needed
safety nets among police, social workers and
community based organizations in schools
across our country.

The program has proven successful in both
identifying and preventing dangerous behav-
iors and trends among their middle and high
school children. Thousands of parents were
recruited, and their collective efforts resulted in
significant decreases in criminal activity, drop-
outs, and disciplinary problems in their schools
and communities.

Madam Speaker, we must adapt our meth-
ods to better address the challenges facing
American families. This legislation is a com-
mon-sense, modern way of building families
and communities to support our most vital as-
sets—our youth. | urge all of my colleagues to
join me in supporting the National Parents
Corps Act of 2009. It is an investment in the
core of our society.
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40TH WHEAT RIDGE CARNATION
FESTIVAL

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 17, 2009

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud the Wheat
Ridge Carnation Festival on their 40th Anni-
versary.

For forty years, the city of Wheat Ridge,
Colorado, has celebrated their rich heritage
with this three day event. Families from all
parts of the city and surrounding areas come
together with their friends and neighbors to
enjoy this festival. |, myself, along with my
family, have taken part in all aspects of this
festival including the pancake breakfast, the
parade and the amazing fireworks display. |
am honored to recognize the Wheat Ridge
Carnation Festival on achieving this long
standing tradition for forty years.

The city of Wheat Ridge, Colorado, is a true
gem in the metro area as it is home to several
national historical sites including the Richards-
Hart Estate and the Old Soddy building. Fami-
lies, friends, and neighbors truly live in a spe-
cial place in Colorado and it is reflected in this
Festival as it is rich in history and strong in
purpose of bringing families in the community
together.

| extend my deepest congratulations to the
Wheat Ridge Carnation Festival on their 40th
Anniversary.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 17, 2009

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to House Republican Conference stand-
ards on earmarks, | submit the following infor-
mation regarding a project included at my re-
quest in H.R. 3082, the Fiscal Year 2010 Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans Affairs Appro-
priations Act:

Requesting Member: Congressman JIM JOR-
DAN (OH-04)

Bill: H.R. 3082

Account: Air National Guard

Requesting entity: Ohio Air National Guard/
Mansfield Lahm Air National Guard Base

Project title: Ohio Air National Guard RED
HORSE Beddown

Description: In 2008, a 200-person detach-
ment of the 200th RED HORSE (Rapid Engi-
neer Deployable Heavy Operational Repair
Squadron Engineers) Squadron was activated
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at Mansfield Lahm Airport (1947 Harrington
Memorial Road, Mansfield, Ohio). The detach-
ment currently operates out of facilities that
are too small and not configured for its mis-
sion; as a result, important training missions
are often postponed, resulting in a reduced
level of readiness.

$11.4 million in funding for RED HORSE
beddown facilities at the airport has already
been programmed by the Pentagon for fund-
ing in fiscal year 2010. These facilities will pro-
vide the detachment with the space and facili-
ties it needs for proper readiness training.

| certify that neither | nor my spouse has
any financial interest in this project.

———

REPORT REGARDING THE ACTIVI-
TIES OF THE COMMITTEE ON
STANDARDS OF OFFICIAL CON-
DUCT FOR THE FIRST HALF OF
THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
111TH CONGRESS

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 17, 2009

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise along with my colleague Con-
gressman BONNER to update you about the
activities of the Committee on Standards of
Official Conduct through the end of June
2009. Below we have included a table sum-
marizing statistics relating to the Committee’s
work through June 30, 2009, along with a brief
summary of the Committee’s accomplishments
through the end of June 2009.

ABOUT THE COMMITTEE

The Committee on Standards of Official
Conduct is tasked with interpreting and en-
forcing the House’s ethics rules. The Com-
mittee has sole jurisdiction over the inter-
pretation of the Code of Official Conduct,
which governs the acts of Members and staff.
The Committee is the only standing House
committee with equal numbers of Demo-
cratic and Republican members. The Com-
mittee’s staff is required by rule to be—and
it is—professional and nonpartisan.

Much, if not most, of the Committee’s
work is conducted confidentially. Members
and staff are, by and large, prohibited from
discussing the Committee’s work. Confiden-
tiality promotes compliance with the rules
and, in the investigative context, permits
the Committee to independently investigate
matters fully without interference or undue
influence.

Nevertheless, the Committee’s duty to
maintain confidentiality can make the Com-
mittee appear insufficiently accountable or
transparent. The Committee, to the extent
our confidentiality obligations permit, in-
tends to be transparent, and it will be ac-
countable. To that end, we are submitting
the Committee’s first semi-annual report on
its activities.
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THE COMMITTEE’S RESPONSIBILITIES

The Committee manages five critical re-
sponsibilities:

1. Training. The Committee provides man-
datory annual ethics training to over 10,000
employees of the House. In addition, the
Committee provides additional, mandatory
training for senior staff. Trainings take the
form of in-person and computer-based semi-
nars, briefings and interactive presentations.
The Committee is in the process of updating
its online training materials and has put
into place systems for monitoring and en-
forcing compliance with the House’s training
requirements.

2. Advice and Education. The Committee
provides both formal and informal guidance
to Members and employees of the House.
Through published guidance, the Committee
updates the House on the ethical standards
regulating the conduct of Members and staff.
It also provides confidential written guid-
ance to Members and staff on specific ques-
tions. In addition, the Committee’s staff
gives informal, confidential advice to Mem-
bers, staff and the public every day. The
Committee has recently set a goal of com-
pleting responses to written requests for ad-
vice within two weeks of submission and has
made significant progress toward improving
the timeliness of responses to requests for
formal advice.

3. Travel. The Committee is responsible for
reviewing and approving all privately-spon-
sored travel related to official duties offered
to Members and staff. The Committee is in
the process of reviewing its travel regula-
tions. Exercising its oversight jurisdiction,
the Committee, with the benefit of two
years’ experience implementing the House’s
travel rules, expects to revise its travel regu-
lations in the near future.

4. Financial Disclosure. The Committee re-
views and certifies all financial disclosure
reports Members, candidates and senior staff
are required to file. These are time-intensive
reviews, which require the dedication of sub-
stantial staff resources to complete. The
Committee is putting into place systems for
monitoring and enforcing compliance with
the House’s financial disclosure rules.

5. Investigations. The Committee inves-
tigates and adjudicates allegations of impro-
priety and violations of House ethics rules
by Members and staff. The Committee ac-
tively investigates allegations against Mem-
bers and staff, using a mix of informal and
formal investigative techniques to determine
the validity of factual allegations, explore
potential rules violations and recommend
appropriate sanctions and corrective actions.
Where appropriate, the Committee refers
matters to federal and state law enforcement
authorities.

In addition, the Committee performs other
critical functions to ensure compliance with
House ethics rules. Several of these func-
tions are noted in the table below, which
summarizes the Committee’s activities for
the first half this year.
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