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your bill, then you’re going to have an
even bigger problem with the American
people, particularly when they find out
that this bill undercuts the President’s
promise to allow them to continue
their health care if they like it.

Republicans have many ideas on how
to reform health care and make insur-
ance more affordable for small busi-
nesses and families and reduce costs
across the system. Let’s scrap this par-
tisan plan and start over with what we
all agree on and get health care right
for the American people.

————

SMALL BUSINESSES ARE DROWN-
ING UNDER THE RISING COSTS
OF HEALTH CARE

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, it’s interesting
what I'm listening to. This sounds like
15 years ago when President Clinton
tried to reform the health care system.
This time we must do it. The increase
just for small businesses to cover their
employees has gone up 129 percent
since the year 2000. Workers pay more.
Small business workers pay an average
of 18 percent more in premiums. How
far does this have to go before we have
the common sense to change it?

If anybody disagrees with the bill,
read it. That’s the first thing we must
do. Read the bill. T have read the bill.
It’s a good bill. It’s so unfortunate that
the influence on this House is coming
from insurance companies who have
been in control of health care for the
last 30 years. We must change that.
They’ve given out $100 million around
here. We must change it. The people
need this health care reform right now.

READ THE HEALTH CARE BILL

(Mr. MCcKEON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, the
Democratic leadership has been de-
manding that we pass health care re-
form this week. That’s very, very im-
portant, even though the bill doesn’t
take effect for 5 years. This is the bill.
My constituents have been asking me
to read the bill and I've been working
on it. We now have three iterations of
this bill. I would like to advise my sen-
ior friends at home to read it. Let me
tell you, page 331, read about Medicare
Advantage reforms and how they’re
going to take $168 billion out of Medi-
care Advantage to help pay for some
other people. Read a little bit on page
425, 424, start reading about how
they’re going to have you, at 65, go in
and have a planning session with a
health care consultant on how you’re
going to die. Please, read the bill.
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HEALTH CARE IS A RIGHT, NOT A
PRIVILEGE

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker,
47 million uninsured in the wealthiest
and the most powerful country in the
world is unconscionable. Health care
should not be a privilege, which is what
it is right now; it should be a right.
The average American pays an extra
$1,100 a year in premiums to support a
broken system. Premiums have dou-
bled in 9 years, growing three times
faster than wages. Our health care re-
form plan does not, mind you, it does
not call for a government takeover. We
intend to lower cost, have no more
copays or deductibles for preventive
care, and an annual cap on out-of-pock-
et expenses. If you like your doctor or
your plan you can keep it. And yes, a
real robust public option keeps health
care costs down for those who choose
private insurance.

It’s time to take the profit-making
insurance industry out of making
health care decisions. Medical deci-
sions should be made between a patient
and a doctor. Medical decisions should
not be made based on who profits. Prof-
it motives and making health decisions
will not provide for affordable health
care for every man, woman and child.

———

RUSSIAN ROULETTE

(Mr. HUNTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to ask why the Obama adminis-
tration and the liberal Democrats in
this Congress are playing Russian rou-
lette with the welfare of the American
people. This administration and the
Democrats in this Congress seem not
to care about jobs but put all of their
time into spending as much as possible
in as little amount of time as possible.
Cap-and-trade, or the national energy
tax passed by Democrats last month is
the equivalent of a $3,000 annual tax on
every single American family. And it’s
estimated that over 2.3 million jobs are
going to be lost because of it.

And the liberal health care gamble,
it’s not even Russian roulette when it
comes to government-run health care.
It’s like jumping off a 20-story building
and thinking it’s not going to kill you.
The Democratic health care is eco-
nomic suicide. The health care bill
would impose a 5.4 percent surtax on
1.2 million small businesses, and it’s
going to increase the Federal deficit by
$239 billion over 10 years, and most dev-
astating, it’s going to kill up to 4.7 mil-
lion jobs because of the burdens it
places on small business.

If you want to get every American
health care, then get every American
back to work. America runs on jobs
and small business. Less government,
more Americanism. That’s what will
save this country.
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WHAT’S MORE IMPORTANT,
DOLLARS AND CENTS OR LIFE?

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, there are some Republicans and
some Blue Dog Democrats who care
more about protecting the profits of in-
surance companies than they do about
bringing health care reform to the Na-
tion. Health care premiums have dou-
bled in 9 years and are growing at three
times the rate of wages. Meanwhile, 46
million people remain uninsured, and
they can’t see a doctor to take care of
their chronic condition like breast can-
cer, like diabetes. So what’s more im-
portant? Dollars and cents or life? I am

pro-life, and that’s why I support
health care reform.
————
HEALTH CARE THAT DOESN’T
KILL JOBS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I agree with
my colleague. I'm pro-life too. That’s
why I oppose the Democrat health
plan. Mr. Speaker, in the midst of a
major recession, the House is consid-
ering health care legislation that will
place new punitive taxes on small busi-
nesses. We need job creation, not job
destruction. And small businesses are
our best hope for emerging from this
economic downturn, but not if we tax
them out of their job-creating poten-
tial. I've heard from scores of small
business owners in North Carolina who
are struggling to keep their businesses
running, and who want nothing to do
with the taxes and burdensome govern-
ment mandates in the House health
care legislation.

Mr. Speaker, we need health care re-
form in America. I support reform that
puts patients first and that won’t de-
stroy small businesses. Republicans
have a better solution that won’t put
the government in charge of people’s
health care, that will make sure we
bring down the cost of health care for
all Americans, and that ensures afford-
able access for all Americans and is
pro-life because it will not put seniors
in a position of being put to death by
their government.

——————

THE RECOVERY ACT IS GOOD FOR
NEVADA

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, families in
southern Nevada have been hit hard
during this economic recession. Unem-
ployment is at a 25-year high and our
tourism industry has struggled as the
national economy has slowed. But al-
ready, the economic recovery package
that Congress passed is beginning to
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