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Thank you for your courage and hard
work. I stand with you in your efforts to
enact federal reform while promoting and
protecting the value the care delivered in
Minnesota.

TESTIMONY OF REPRESENTATIVE MARIA RUUD

Good morning Rep. McCollum. Thank you
for holding this hearing on federal health
care reform. I appreciate the opportunity to
be here today.

I have been a Nurse Practitioner for 21
years and am serving my third term in the
Minnesota House of Representatives.

Health care reform can only occur if we
enact true payment reform. With the current
system there is a disincentive to provide the
care needed. Paying for more tests, more
procedures, and more visits rewards waste
and inefficiency. The focus needs to change
from reimbursement based on volume to re-
imbursement based on outcome.

Part of the reason our health care system
has been able to function for as long and as
well as it has is because there are a number
of individuals who are deeply committed to
serving their patients well. But our current
payment system is making it increasingly
difficult to deliver effective care.

For example, pay for production—pay for
the number of patients seen or procedures
performed—drives costs up and is a disincen-
tive to provide the appropriate care at the
appropriate time.

We have evidence-based medicine to inform
providers, about what the most effective op-
tion is for the patient to achieve a healthy
outcome. Access to preventative care and
screenings, early and consistent manage-
ment of chronic health conditions.

It comes down to providing the incentives
that will help us achieve the goals we seek—
well-being and healthy outcomes.

Now is the time to be bold. To align the in-
centives with the outcomes we desire. Pro-
viders want to do it—it is their calling to
provide the most effective care possible.

TESTIMONY OF SHANE DAVIS, SECRETARY-

TREASURER, SEIU HEALTHCARE MINNESOTA

Good Morning Representative McCollum:
At this critical moment, while Congress is
deciding to pass quality affordable
healthcare for all, I want to sincerely thank
you for this opportunity to testify. I would
also like to publicly acknowledge your good
work in supporting the principles of
healthcare reform, put forward by Health
Care for America-Now, an important coali-
tion SEIU is proud to support.

My name is Shane Davis; I am the Sec-
retary-Treasurer of SEIU Healthcare Min-
nesota. We represent more than 17,000
healthcare workers around the state of Min-
nesota. Our Members, by the thousands,
work every day and night for companies cur-
rently recognized nationally as models of
high-quality, low-cost healthcare, such as
Allina, HealthPartners, and the Mayo Clinic.
The Minnesota recipe for high-quality, low-
cost healthcare includes workers having a
real voice on the job. This encourages labor
and management to work in partnership; in-
creasing productivity and putting patient
care experiences and health outcomes first.

Those of us who bargain contracts have
first-hand experience in how badly we need
health care reform. The ability to bargain
for higher wages, for training funds to up-
grade the skills of our members, for higher
pensions so that workers can look forward to
a secure and dignified retirement has been
deeply compromised by escalating health
care costs. We’ve heard that the CEO of
Starbucks complains that he spends more
money buying health insurance for his em-
ployees than he does buying coffee beans.
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Well, in our industry, as health care work-
ers, it’s not coffee bean prices that are out-
stripped by the cost of health insurance, it’s
training and upgrade funds, for instance,
that would help our members move up career
ladders, just so that we can hold on to health
insurance.

Our members’ stories about how badly
they need health care reform are much like
the stories of many other Minnesotans. Last
month, Pam Bundy told us about her son, a
former construction worker who was diag-
nosed with liver cancer. After months of ill-
ness and treatments, he lost his job, ex-
hausted his COBRA benefits, maxed out his
credit card with co-pays for treatment, was
told he needed to pay cash when he came in
for chemotherapy, and ultimately lost his
home to foreclosure because of the crushing
debt-load that was inevitable. Our members
cannot wait for health care reform. Millions
like Pam’s son cannot wait for healthcare re-
form. We urge you to reject the siren song of
delay and pass a bill.

SEIU believes that a public plan option is
an essential and necessary component of real
health care reform. It provides an alter-
native to private insurance and applies com-
petitive pressure to the rest of the insurance
industry. Research by the Commonwealth
Fund shows that including the public option
with other health care reform measures can
help save another 77 billion to 1.8 trillion
dollars over the next ten years. We are en-
couraged that a public plan has been in-
cluded in health care reform legislation
passed by the Senate HELP committee, the
House Ways and Means committee, and the
House Education and Labor committee.
SEIU has strongly supported votes to ap-
prove these bills.

Once Congress has met the challenge of
producing a final bill that includes a public
plan option, then Congress has the oppor-
tunity to structure the best possible public
plan. The deficiencies of our current pay-
ment system are well known. As the Dart-
mouth Atlas Project has highlighted, Medi-
care reimbursements currently reward high
cost, low quality states, and penalize low
cost, high quality states. For example, in
Miami, Medicare will spend $15,000 per pa-
tient per year, while here in Minnesota, that
figure is $7,000, less than half the reimburse-
ment, with no difference in patient outcome.
We must change how health care is paid for,
so that we reward quality outcomes rather
than quantity of services. If such changes
are incorporated into a strong public plan
option, it should reduce the overall cost to
taxpayers and produce improved care across
the nation. Our task is to make the most of
this opportunity for payment reform, while
still meeting the immediate challenge of
passing real healthcare reform, including a
public plan option.

Thank you very much for holding this
hearing to ensure that Minnesota’s voice is
heard in this debate on health care reform.

IN RECOGNITION OF JIM
HAMILTON

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 31, 2009

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam
Speaker, | wish to recognize Jim Hamilton of
Columbia, South Carolina, for his 46 years of
service as airport manager of the Columbia
Owens Downtown Airport.

Jim has been an active member of our com-
munity—participating in many diverse organi-
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zations and working to educate the community
on aviation, the dangers of drug abuse, and
supporting efforts to transport children with
disabilities and those suffering from severe
burns to Shrine hospitals throughout the coun-
try. He has even volunteered his time as an
emergency standby pilot for flights to transport
transplant candidates and critically ill patients.

For 13 years, Jim has driven a bus each
Wednesday morning to bring elderly individ-
uals to shop for groceries and even success-
fully convinced some of his fellow citizens to
contribute refreshments for the bus ride. On
behalf of the Columbia Owens Downtown Air-
port, Jim has fought to secure funding for a re-
construction and redesign of the airport as
well as safety upgrades.

In recognition of his tireless service to the
community, Jim has been honored twice with
the Order of the Palmetto by two separate
governors—the state’s highest civilian honor—
as well as numerous other honors and
awards.

| commend Jim Hamilton for his service to
our community and his dedication to his fellow
citizens.

———

HONORING THE REV. DR. C.T.
VIVIAN OF ATLANTA

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 31, 2009

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
today | rise to honor a warrior for civil rights
and social justice, a veteran of the modern-
day Civil Rights Movement, a resident of the
5th Congressional District, and a friend. In a
few days, we in Georgia will be honoring the
life of the Reverend Dr. Cordy Tindell Vivian,
better known as C.T. Vivian, who will turn 85
years old on July 30, 2009.

Born in 1924, Vivian grew up in Macomb, II-
linois and was raised by his mother and
grandmother. Even though lllinois was not
segregated by law, C.T. Vivian was keenly
aware that the customs and traditions of rac-
ism and discrimination pervaded his life. As a
young man Vivian wanted to find a way to
make an impact on society, so after leaving
college he began working with youth at Carver
Community Center in Peoria, lllinois. As a
young man deeply influenced by the church
and the visionary faith of his grandmother and
mother, Vivian recognized the power of non-
violence as a tool for social change. He joined
a successful non-violent movement in Peoria
in 1947 to integrate restaurants in the city,
which brought down barriers in all public eat-
ing establishments throughout the city.

In 1955, C.T. Vivian was called to the min-
istry and enrolled in what would some years
later become my alma mater, American Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. That same year, he began working
with a new subdivision of Martin Luther King
Jr.’s organization established by the Rev. Kelly
Miller Smith called the Nashville Christian
Leadership Conference. The NCLC began
training Nashville college students in the dis-
cipline and philosophy of non-violence and
was involved in organizing the first student sit-
ins and marches in the city in 1960.

Vivian’s experiences in Peoria helped pro-
vide leadership for student organizers in Nash-
ville, and in 1961, he joined the Freedom
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Rides, after the Congress for Racial Equality
(CORE) had suspended their efforts. One bus
had been set on fire in Anniston, Alabama.
Freedom Riders had been surrounded by an
angry mob in a church in Montgomery, Ala-
bama. Attorney General Robert Kennedy had
called in the National Guard to protect riders
traveling from Montgomery to Jackson, Mis-
sissippi. CORE suspended its efforts to test
the desegregation of interstate transportation.
In spite of these dangers, Vivian joined a new
attempt to renew the rides on a bus trip from
Nashville to Jackson. Martin Luther King Jr.
asked Vivian to join the executive staff of his
organization, the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference. He worked with SCLC cam-
paigns in St. Augustine, Florida; Danville, Vir-
ginia; and Chicago, lllinois. Vivian was in Bir-
mingham in 1963, participated in the Mis-
sissippi Freedom Summer Project in 1964 and
came to Selma in 1965.

In Selma, he worked with the voter registra-
tion efforts that the Student Non-Violent Co-
ordinating Committee already had in progress,
and would serve as a lead protestor, persist-
ently confronting Sheriff Jim Clark on the
steps of the Selma, Alabama courthouse at
the head of a band of non-violent marchers
seeking to register and vote. He was arrested
and jailed in Selma several times.

In February 1965, Vivian was a speaker at
a non-violent, peaceful night-time rally meant
to support protestors jailed in Marion, Ala-
bama. The marchers were ambushed by a
violent posse who killed military veteran and
Marion native Jimmie Lee Jackson. Efforts to
commemorate Jackson’s death ultimately be-
came the historic Selma to Montgomery march
which culminated in the passage of the Voting
Rights Act. The act opened up more free and
fair access to the ballot box for all African
Americans, as well as other Americans of
color, and it resulted in the election of literally
thousands of black elected officials in subse-
quent years, including the first African Amer-
ican president of the United States, Barack
Obama.

Following the death of Martin Luther King
Jr., Vivian formed an organization dedicated to
the training of African American youth called
Vision, which ultimately became known as Up-
ward Bound, an educational program that pro-
vides college students with scholarships. After
working with SCLC, Vivian organized cam-
paigns against racism and advocated for racial
justice. He has worked to found other organi-
zations, including the Black Action Strategies
and Information Center, the Center for Demo-
cratic Renewal, and the C.T. Vivian Leader-
ship Institute, all based in Atlanta. In 2008 he
led the Yes We Care campaign, which contrib-
uted over $500,000 to Morris Brown Univer-
sity, a fiscally challenged historically black uni-
versity in the city. He is the author of Black
Power and the American Myth.

The Rev. Dr. C.T. Vivian has served as an
inspiring leader, an electrifying minister, and a
force for good in our society. As a participant
in the modem-day Civil Rights Movement, he
successfully implemented the discipline and
philosophy of non-violent social resistance that
helped to transform America forever. For this
role, C.T. Vivian must be seen as one of the
authors of a new chapter in American history
that hastens the advent of a society based on
simple justice that values the dignity and the
worth of every human being, or the Beloved
Community. For his eloquence, insight, vision,
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persistence, determination and courage, we
commemorate the service of C.T. Vivian on
his 85th birthday.

———

HONORING PASTOR BRENDA
TIMBERLAKE

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 31, 2009

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise
to recognize Pastor Brenda Timberlake’s deep
commitment to improving the lives of others
and the community. On September 18, 2009,
friends, family and well wishers will gather in
Cary, North Carolina to celebrate Pastor Tim-
berlake’s 60th birthday and her 30 years of
ministry.

Over the years, Pastor Timberlake and her
late husband, Bishop Mack Timberlake, en-
gaged in a great number of important efforts
and projects that continue to help and serve
the community.

Among the many successful endeavors un-
dertaken by Pastor Timberlake include: estab-
lishing the Christian Faith Center Academy to
provide Christian-based education to students
from kindergarten through 12th grade; con-
structing the Royal Pavilions of Creedmor, a
28-unit housing complex for the elderly and
disadvantaged; collaborating with the North
Carolina Department of Public Health to re-
duce infant death rates and provide assistance
to single mothers through the Family First of
Granville County program; and establishing
the Raven’s Nest Food Bank.

Madam Speaker, these are but a few of
Pastor Timberlake’s many efforts. | ask that
my colleagues join me in recognizing her ac-
complishments as her friends and family cele-
brate her birthday, ministry and achievements.

Pastor Timberlake continues to serve as ex-
ceptional community leader. Please join me in
expressing gratitude for her service to the
community and in wishing her continued suc-
cess as she celebrates her birthday.

———

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO
THE FAMILY AND LOVED ONES
OF BORDER PATROL AGENT
ROBERT ROSAS

SPEECH OF

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 29, 2009

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, it is with deep
sadness that | rise today in support of H. Res.
681, a resolution which expresses condo-
lences to the family and loved ones of U.S.
Border Patrol Agent Robert Rosas. On July
23, 2009, Agent Rosas was killed by gunfire
while protecting our nation’s southwest border.

Agent Rosas began his law enforcement ca-
reer in 2001 as a reserve officer in El Centro,
California. His desire to one day become a
member of the U.S. Border Patrol was fulfilled
on May 22, 2006 when he officially joined the
Border Patrol family. Agent Rosas was deeply
admired and respected by his colleagues for
his generosity and service to others and for
his dedication to his family. He fully embraced
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the Border Patrol’'s mission of securing our na-
tion’s borders, and he served with honor and
distinction.

Agent Rosas’ death serves as a reminder of
the many risks that confront Border Patrol
agents each day and why we owe them our
sincere gratitude for their bravery, service and
sacrifice. Before coming to Congress, | served
for 264 years in the Border Patrol, and | will
always remain a part of that special family. |
know first-hand the challenges and dangers
that the agents face each day, and as a Mem-
ber of Congress, | remain committed to ensur-
ing that they have the resources and support
that they need. My thoughts and prayers are
with Agent Rosas’ family—his wife Rosalie
and his two children, Robert and Kayla Alisa.
During this extremely difficult time, it is my
hope that the family will find some comfort in
knowing that Agent Rosas served his country
with distinction and that he will be remem-
bered in the hearts of the American people.

———————

TRIBUTE TO MR. RALPH J.
INFANTE

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 31, 2009

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, | rise
this evening in recognition of Mr. Ralph J.
Infante of Niles, Ohio. Mr. Infante passed
away May 26, 2009. Mr. Infante was a life-
long resident of the Mahoning Valley. He
leaves his wife, Angeline Ragozine Infante,
whom he was married to for 60 years. He also
leaves 4 sons, 2 daughters, a sister, 2 broth-
ers, 14 grandchildren, 5 great-grandchildren,
and many friends from around the valley.

Mr. Infante worked for many years in the
Mahoning Valley. He graduated from Niles
McKinley High School in 1947 after serving in
World War Il. Mr. Infante was a Veteran of the
United States Navy, who served in the South
Pacific Theater during World War Il. He re-
ceived an Honorable Discharge from the
Naval Service of the United States of America
on the 29th day of April, 1946 at the U.S.
Naval Personnel Separation Center, Great
Lakes, lllinois. He served with honor and dis-
tinction during his time of service in the U.S.
Navy.

Mr. Infante was employed as a die setter at
Faull and Son Tool and Die Co. for 26 years.
He was also employed for the City of Niles as
a Municipal Court Bailiff and worked for the
waste water treatment plant for 15 years, retir-
ing in 1990. He was also very active in local
politics, serving as Niles 3rd Ward Councilman
for 5 years.

Mr. Infante was truly a great part of the
community. He was an honorary lifetime mem-
ber of the Niles Men’s Democratic Club and
the Italian Fraternal Home of Girard. He was
a charter member of the Italian American War
Veterans Post 39 in Girard and The Bagnoli
Irpino Club, as well as a lifelong member of
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Catholic Church in
Niles.

Mr. Infante was an avid Cleveland Browns
fan and enthusiast of The Ohio State Univer-
sity. Although his beloved wife, Angeline, was
a Cleveland Indians fan his beloved team was
the New York Yankees. His six children would
be split down the middle (3 New York Yankee
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