September 8, 2009

DOROTHY BUELL MEMORIAL VIS-
ITOR CENTER PARTNERSHIP ACT

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1287) to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to enter into a partner-
ship with the Porter County Conven-
tion, Recreation and Visitor Commis-
sion regarding the use of the Dorothy
Buell Memorial Visitor Center as a vis-
itor center for the Indiana Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1287

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DOROTHY BUELL MEMORIAL VISITOR
CENTER.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“Dorothy Buell Memorial Vis-
itor Center Partnership Act’.

(b) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.—The
Secretary of the Interior may enter into a
memorandum of understanding to establish a
joint partnership with the Porter County
Convention, Recreation and Visitor Commis-
sion. The memorandum of understanding
shall—

(1) identify the overall goals and purpose of
the Dorothy Buell Memorial Visitor Center;

(2) establish how management and oper-
ational duties will be shared;

(3) determine how exhibits,
other information are developed;

(4) indicate how various activities will be
funded;

(5) identify who is responsible for providing
site amenities;

(6) establish procedures for changing or
dissolving the joint partnership; and

(7) address any other issues deemed nec-
essary by the Secretary or the Porter County
Convention, Recreation and Visitor Commis-
sion.

(c) DEVELOPMENT OF EXHIBITS.—The Sec-
retary may plan, design, construct, and in-
stall exhibits in the Dorothy Buell Memorial
Visitor Center related to the use and man-
agement of the resources at Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore, at a cost not to exceed
$1,500,000.

(d) NATIONAL LAKESHORE PRESENCE.—The
Secretary may use park staff from Indiana
Dunes National Lakeshore in the Dorothy
Buell Memorial Visitor Center to provide
visitor information and education.

SEC. 2. INDIANA DUNES NATIONAL LAKESHORE.

Section 19 of the Act entitled ‘““‘An Act to
provide for the establishment of the Indiana
Dunes National Lakeshore, and for other
purposes’ (16 U.S.C. 460u-19) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘After notifying” and in-
serting ‘‘(a) After notifying”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“‘(b) CONTIGUOUS CLARIFIED.—For purposes
of subsection (a), lands may be considered
contiguous to other lands if the lands touch
the other lands, or are separated from the
other lands by only a public or private right-
of-way, such as a road, railroad, or utility
corridor.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GRIJALVA) and the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members

signs, and
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may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Mr. GRIJALVA. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1287 will allow the
National Park Service to share visitor
center facilities for the Indiana Dunes
National Lakeshore with the local
county’s Convention, Recreation and
Visitor Commission. The bill also al-
lows the National Park Service to con-
struct exhibits at the visitor center,
and authorizes NPS employees to work
there since the visitor center lies out-
side the established boundaries of the
park.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1287 would
clarify the definition of ‘‘contiguous
lands” in the park’s original legisla-
tion so that NPS could accept dona-
tions of contiguous land even if that
land is separated by a right-of-way,
such as a road, a railway line or a util-
ity corridor.

Mr. Speaker, Congressman VISCLOSKY
has been working hard on this bill for
a long time and is to be commended for
his diligence and persistence. The leg-
islation passed the House last Congress
by an overwhelming vote. I ask my col-
leagues, once again, to support this
measure.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1287 has been well
explained by the majority, and we sup-
port this legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I would
yield as much time as he may consume
to the sponsor of H.R. 1287, Mr. VIS-
CLOSKY.

Mr. VISCLOSKY. I appreciate the
gentleman’s yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 1287, the Dorothy Buell
Memorial Visitor Center Lease Act. I
am the proud sponsor of this legisla-
tion, and as I have in the previous Con-
gress, I thank Mr. DONNELLY for join-
ing me as a cosponsor.

I also do want to thank Chairman
RAHALL, Ranking Member HASTINGS,
Subcommittee Ranking Member
BisHOP, and especially Subcommittee
Chairman GRIJALVA for all of their
hard work in ensuring that this legisla-
tion is brought to the floor.

It has been explained and I will sim-
ply say that it is my sincere hope that
this legislation will enable the con-
tinuance of our efforts to protect and
to enhance the Indiana Dunes National
Lakeshore and to ensure that all Amer-
icans can benefit from the park. The
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore,
which was established in 1966, is rel-
atively new, but as it continues to ma-
ture, the Dorothy Buell Memorial Vis-
itor Center will be vital in helping to
provide each lakeshore visitor a com-
plete and rewarding experience.
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Mr. Speaker, we should not delay the
lakeshore’s ability to mature, thus al-
lowing more people to appreciate the
natural beauty of northwest Indiana.

Again, I urge my colleagues, as they
did in the last Congress, to support this
measure.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, if there
are no further speakers, then I would
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr.
GRIJALVA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1287.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
O 1430

SANTA CRUZ VALLEY NATIONAL
HERITAGE AREA ACT

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 324) to establish the Santa Cruz
Valley National Heritage Area, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 324

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘Santa Cruz Valley National Heritage
Area Act”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Purposes.

Sec. 3. Definitions.

Sec. 4. Designation of Santa Cruz Valley Na-
tional Heritage Area.

Sec. 5. Management plan.

Sec. 6. Evaluation; report.

Sec. 7. Local coordinating entity.

Sec. 8. Relationship to other Federal agen-
cies.

Sec. 9. Private property and regulatory pro-
tections.

Sec. 10. Authorization of appropriations.

Sec. 11. Use of Federal funds from other
sources.

Sec. 12. Sunset for grants and other assist-
ance.

SEC. 2. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act include—

(1) to establish the Santa Cruz Valley Na-
tional Heritage Area in the State of Arizona;

(2) to implement the recommendations of
the ‘‘Alternative Concepts for Commemo-
rating Spanish Colonization” study com-
pleted by the National Park Service in 1991,
and the ‘‘Feasibility Study for the Santa
Cruz Valley National Heritage Area’ pre-
pared by the Center for Desert Archaeology
in July 2005;

(3) to provide a management framework to
foster a close working relationship with all
levels of government, the private sector, and
the local communities in the region and to
conserve the region’s heritage while con-
tinuing to pursue compatible economic op-
portunities;
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