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But know this: I will not waste time
with those who have made the calcula-
tion that it’s better politics to kill this
plan than to improve it. I won’t stand
by while the special interests use the
same old tactics to keep things exactly
the way they are. If you misrepresent
what’s in this plan, we will call you
out. And I will not accept the status
quo as a solution. Not this time. Not
now.

Everyone in this room knows what
will happen if we do nothing. Our def-
icit will grow. More families will go
bankrupt. More businesses will close.
More Americans will lose their cov-
erage when they are sick and need it
the most. And more will die as a result.
We know these things to be true.

That is why we cannot fail. Because
there are too many Americans count-
ing on us to succeed—the ones who suf-
fer silently, and the ones who shared
their stories with us at town halls, in
e-mails, and in letters.

I received one of those letters a few
days ago. It was from our beloved
friend and colleague, Ted Kennedy. He
had written it back in May, shortly
after he was told that his illness was
terminal. He asked that it be delivered
upon his death.

In it, he spoke about what a happy
time his last months were, thanks to
the love and support of family and
friends, his wife, Vicki, and his amaz-
ing children, who are all here tonight.
And he expressed confidence that this
would be the year that health care re-
form—‘‘that great unfinished business
of our society,” he called it—would fi-
nally pass. He repeated the truth that
health care is decisive for our future
prosperity, but he also reminded me
that ‘‘it concerns more than material
things.” ‘““What we face,” he wrote, ‘‘is
above all a moral issue; at stake are
not just the details of policy, but fun-
damental principles of social justice
and the character of our country.”

I’'ve thought about that phrase quite
a bit in recent days—the character of
our country. One of the unique and
wonderful things about America has al-
ways been our self-reliance, our rugged
individualism, our fierce defense of
freedom and our healthy skepticism of
government. And figuring out the ap-
propriate size and role of government
has always been a source of rigorous
and, yes, sometimes angry debate.
That’s our history.

For some of Ted Kennedy’s critics,
his brand of liberalism represented an
affront to American liberty. In their
minds, his passion for universal health
care was nothing more than a passion
for big government.

But those of us who knew Teddy and
worked with him here—people of both
parties—know that what drove him
was something more. His friend ORRIN
HATCH knows that. They worked to-
gether to provide children with health
insurance. His friend JOHN MCcCCAIN
knows that. They worked together on a
Patient’s Bill of Rights. His friend
CHUCK GRASSLEY knows that. They
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worked together to provide health care
to children with disabilities.

On issues like these, Ted Kennedy’s
passion was born not of some rigid ide-
ology, but of his own experience. It was
the experience of having two children
stricken with cancer. He never forgot
the sheer terror and helplessness that
any parent feels when a child is badly
sick; and he was able to imagine what
it must be like for those without insur-
ance; what it would be like to have to
say to a wife or a child or an aging par-
ent—there is something that could
make you better, but I just can’t afford
it.

That large-heartedness—that concern
and regard for the plight of others—is
not a partisan feeling. It is not a Re-
publican or a Democratic feeling. It,
too, is part of the American character.
Our ability to stand in other people’s
shoes. A recognition that we are all in
this together; that when fortune turns
against one of us, others are there to
lend a helping hand. A belief that in
this country, hard work and responsi-
bility should be rewarded by some
measure of security and fair play; and
an acknowledgment that sometimes
government has to step in to help de-
liver on that promise.

This has always been the history of
our progress. In 1935, when over half of
our seniors could not support them-
selves and millions had seen their sav-
ings wiped away, there were those who
argued that Social Security would lead
to socialism. But the men and women
of Congress stood fast, and we are all
the better for it. In 1965, when some ar-
gued that Medicare represented a gov-
ernment takeover of health care, Mem-
bers of Congress, Democrats and Re-
publicans, did not back down. They
joined together so that all of us could
enter our golden years with some basic
peace of mind.

You see, our predecessors understood
that government could not, and should
not, solve every problem. They under-
stood that there are instances when
the gains in security from government
action are not worth the added con-
straints on our freedom. But they also
understood that the danger of too
much government is matched by the
perils of too little; that without the
leavening hand of wise policy, markets
can crash, monopolies can stifle com-
petition, and the vulnerable can be ex-
ploited. And they knew that when any
government measure, no matter how
carefully crafted or beneficial, is sub-
ject to scorn; when any efforts to help
people in need are attacked as un-
American; when facts and reason are
thrown overboard and only timidity
passes for wisdom, and we can no
longer even engage in a civil conversa-
tion with each other over the things
that truly matter—that at that point
we don’t merely lose our capacity to
solve big challenges. We lose some-
thing essential about ourselves.

What was true then remains true
today. I understand how difficult this
health care debate has been. I know
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that many in this country are deeply
skeptical that government is looking
out for them. I understand that the po-
litically safe move would be to kick
the can further down the road—to defer
reform one more year, or one more
election, or one more term.

But that is not what this moment
calls for. That’s not what we came here
to do. We did not come to fear the fu-
ture. We came here to shape it. I still
believe we can act even when it’s hard.
I still believe we can replace acrimony
with civility, and gridlock with
progress. I still believe we can do great
things, and that here and now we will
meet history’s test.

Because that is who we are. That is
our calling. That is our character.
Thank you, God bless you, and may
God bless the United States of Amer-
ica.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

At 9 o’clock and 6 minutes p.m., the
President of the United States, accom-
panied by the committee of escort, re-
tired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Majority Floor Services Chief es-
corted the invited guests from the
Chamber in the following order:

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net;

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps.

——————

JOINT SESSION DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares
the joint session of the two Houses now
dissolved.

Accordingly, at 9 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m., the joint session of the two
Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

———

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE
STATE OF THE UNION

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the message of
the President be referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union and ordered printed.

The motion was agreed to.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 10 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, September 10, 2009,
at 10 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows:
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