September 9, 2009

not just the details of policy, but fun-
damental principles of social justice
and the character of our country.”

I’'ve thought about that phrase quite
a bit in recent days—the character of
our country. One of the unique and
wonderful things about America has al-
ways been our self-reliance, our rugged
individualism, our fierce defense of
freedom, and our healthy skepticism of
government. And figuring out the ap-
propriate size and role of government
has always been a source of rigorous
and sometimes angry debate.

For some of Ted Kennedy’s critics,
his brand of liberalism represented an
affront to American liberty. In their
mind, his passion for universal health
care was nothing more than a passion
for big government.

But those of us who know Teddy and
worked with him here—people of both
parties—know that what drove him
was something more. His friend, ORRIN
HATCcH, knows that. They worked to-
gether to provide children with health
insurance. His friend JOHN MCCAIN
knows that. They worked together on a
Patient’s Bill of Rights. His friend
CHUCK GRASSLEY knows that. They
worked together to provide health care
to children with disabilities.

On issues like these, Ted Kennedy’s
passion was born not of some rigid ide-
ology, but of his own experience. It was
the experience of having two children
stricken with cancer. He never forgot
the sheer terror and helplessness that
any parent feels when a child is badly
sick; and he was able to imagine what
it must be like for those without insur-
ance; what it would be like to have to
say to a wife or a child or an aging par-
ent—there is something that could
make you better, but I just can’t afford
it.

That large-heartedness—that concern
and regard for the plight of others—is
not a partisan feeling. It is not a Re-
publican or a Democratic feeling. It,
too, is part of the American character.
Our ability to stand in other people’s
shoes. A recognition that we are all in
this together; that when fortune turns
against one of us, others are there to
lend a helping hand. A belief that in
this country, hard work and responsi-
bility should be rewarded by some
measure of security and fair play; and
an acknowledgement that sometimes
government has to step in to help de-
liver on that promise.

This has always been the history of
our progress. In 1935, when over half of
our seniors could not support them-
selves and millions had seen their sav-
ings wiped away, there were those who
argued that Social Security would lead
to socialism. But the men and women
of Congress stood fast, and we are all
the better for it. In 1965, when some ar-
gued that Medicare represented a gov-
ernment takeover of health care, mem-
bers of Congress, Democrats and Re-
publicans, did not back down. They
joined together so that all of us could
enter our golden years with some basic
peace of mind.
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You see, our predecessors understood
that government could not, and should
not, solve every problem. They under-
stood that there are instances when
the gains in security from government
action are not worth the added con-
straints on our freedom. But they also
understood that the danger of too
much government is matched by the
perils of too little; that without the
leavening hand of wise policy, markets
can crash, monopolies can stifle com-
petition, and the vulnerable can be ex-
ploited. And they knew that when any
government measure, no matter how
carefully crafted or beneficial, is sub-
ject to scorn; when any efforts to help
people in need are attacked as un-
American; when facts and reason are
thrown overboard and only timidity
passes for wisdom, and we can no
longer even engage in a civil conversa-
tion with each other over the things
that truly matter—that at that point
we don’t merely lose our capacity to
solve big challenges. We lose some-
thing essential about ourselves.

What was true then remains true
today. I understand how difficult this
health care debate has been. I know
that many in this country are deeply
skeptical that government is looking
out for them. I understand that the po-
litically safe move would be to kick
the can further down the road—to defer
reform one more year, or one more
election, or one more term.

But that’s not what the moment
calls for. That’s not what we came here
to do. We did not come to fear the fu-
ture. We came here to shape it. I still
believe we can act even when it’s hard.
I still believe we can replace acrimony
with civility, and gridlock with
progress. I still believe we can do great
things, and that here and now we will
meet history’s test.

Because that is who we are. That is
our calling. That is our character.
Thank you, God Bless You, and may
God Bless the United States of Amer-
ica.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 9, 2009.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:16 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that it has passed the fol-
lowing joint resolution, without
amendment:

S. J. Res. 9. Joint resolution providing for
the appointment of France A. Cordova as a
citizen regent of the Board of Regents of the
Smithsonian Institution.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 310. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of approximately 140 acres of land in
the Ouachita National Forest in Oklahoma
to the Indian Nations Council, Inc., of the
Boy Scouts of America, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 1043. An act to provide for a land ex-
change involving certain National Forest
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System lands in the Mendocino National
Forest in the State of California, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 1287. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to enter into a partner-
ship with the Porter County Convention,
Recreation and Visitor Commission regard-
ing the use of the Dorothy Buell Memorial
Visitor Center as a visitor center for the In-
diana Dunes National Lakeshore, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 1345. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to eliminate the discriminatory
treatment of the District of Columbia under
the provisions of law commonly referred to
as the ‘“Hatch Act”.

H.R. 1858. An act to provide for a boundary
adjustment and land conveyances involving
Roosevelt National Forest, Colorado, to cor-
rect the effects of an erroneous land survey
that resulted in approximately 7 acres of the
Crystal Lakes Subdivision, Ninth Filing, en-
croaching on National Forest System land,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 2004. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 4282 Beach Street in Akron, Michigan, as
the ‘“Akron Veterans Memorial Post Office”.

H.R. 2760. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1615 North Wilcox Avenue in Los Angeles,
California, as the ‘“‘Johnny Grant Hollywood
Post Office Building.”’

The message further announced that
pursuant to section 112 of the Clean Air
Act (42 U.S.C. 7412), and the order of
the House of January 6, 2009, the
Speaker appoints the following mem-
bers on the part of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the Board of Directors
of the National Urban Air Toxics Re-
search Center: Mrs. Herminia Palacio,
M.D., M.P.H., of Bellaire, Texas and
Mr. John Walke of Washington, D.C.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 310. An act to provide for the convey-
ance of approximately 140 acres of land in
the Ouachita National Forest in Oklahoma
to the Indian Nations Council, Inc., of the
Boy Scouts of America, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

H.R. 1043. An act to provide for a land ex-
change involving certain National Forest
System lands in the Mendocino National
Forest in the State of California, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

H.R. 1287. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to enter into a partner-
ship with the Porter County Convention,
Recreation and Visitor Commission regard-
ing the use of the Dorothy Buell Memorial
Visitor Center as a visitor center for the In-
diana Dunes National Lakeshore, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

H.R. 1345. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to eliminate the discriminatory
treatment of the District of Columbia under
the provisions of law commonly referred to
as the ‘“Hatch Act’; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

H.R. 1858. An act to provide for a boundary
adjustment and land conveyances involving
Roosevelt National Forest, Colorado, to cor-
rect the effects of an erroneous land survey
that resulted in approximately 7 acres of the
Crystal Lakes Subdivision, Ninth Filing, en-
croaching on National Forest System land,
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