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sharing stories with them at the recep-
tion after the swearing in and that he
was one of the last ones to leave.

Like so many others, I have known
Ted’s graciousness firsthand. Anyone
who watches C-SPAN2 could see Ted
railing at the top of his lungs against
my position on this policy or that pol-
icy. What they didn’t see was the mag-
nificent show he put on a few years ago
in Kentucky at my invitation for stu-
dents at the University of Louisville or
the framed photo he gave me that day
of my political role model, John Sher-
man Cooper. I interned for Cooper as a
young man. Ted knew that, and he
knew Cooper was a good friend and
neighbor of his brother Jack’s.

Ted’s gregariousness was legendary,
but his passion and intensity as a law-
maker would also reach near-mythic
proportions in his own lifetime. Even
those of us who saw the same problems
but different solutions on issue after
issue, even we could not help but ad-
mire the focus and the fight Ted
brought to every debate in which he
played a part. Over the years, we came
to see what he was doing in the Senate.

When it came to Ted’s future, every-
one was always looking at it through
the prism of the Presidency. They
should have focused on this Chamber
instead. It was here that he slowly
built the kind of influence and voice
for a national constituency that was
common for Senators in the 19th cen-
tury but extremely rare in the 20th.

He became a fiery spokesman for lib-
erals everywhere. Ted and I would have
had a hard time agreeing on the color
of the carpet when we were in the
Chamber together. Yet despite his pub-
lic image as a liberal firebrand, he was
fascinated by the hard work of creating
consensus and jumped into that work,
even toward the end, with the enthu-
siasm of a young staffer. Ted’s high
school teammates recall that he never
walked to the huddle; he always ran.
Anyone who ever sat across from Ted
at a conference table believed it.

Ted realized Senators could do an
awful lot once they got past the mag-
netic pull Pennsylvania Avenue has on
s0 many Senators. His brother Jack
once said that as a Senator, he thought
the President had all the influence, but
it wasn’t until he was President that
he realized how much influence Sen-
ators had. It was a similar insight that
led Ted to tell a group of Boston Globe
reporters in 1981 that for him, the Sen-
ate was fulfilling, satisfying, chal-
lenging, and that he could certainly
spend his life here, which, of course, he
did. Then, when it was winding down,
he saw what he had done as a Senator
and what the Senate had done for him.
He wanted others to see it too, so he
set about to establish the Edward M.
Kennedy Institute for the United
States Senate, a place that would focus
on this institution the way Presi-
dential libraries focus on Presidents.

The Founders, of course, envisioned
the legislative and executive branches
as carrying equal weight. Article I is
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about Congress, after all, not the Presi-
dency. His life and legacy help restore
that vision of a legislative counter-
weight of equal weight. That is an im-
portant institutional contribution
every Senator can appreciate. It is
something he did through hard work,
tenacity, and sheer will. It was not the
legacy most expected, but it is the leg-
acy he wrought, and in the end he
could call it his own.

Toward the end of his life, one of the
great lawmakers of the 19th century,
Henry Clay, was asked to speak to the
Kentucky General Assembly. Thanks
to Clay’s efforts, the Compromise of
1850 had just been reached, and Clay
had become a national hero through a
job he had spent most of his career try-
ing to escape. His speech received na-
tional coverage, and, according to one
biographer, all acknowledged his privi-
leged station as an elder statesman.

For years, Clay had wanted nothing
more than to be President of the
United States. But now, after this last
great legislative victory, something
else came into view. Clay told the as-
sembled crowd that day that in the
course of months and months of in-
tense negotiations leading up to the
Great Compromise, he had consulted
with Democrats just as much as he had
with members of his own party and
found in them just as much patriotism
and honor as he had found with the
Whigs. The whole experience had
moved Clay away from party rivalry,
he said, and toward a new goal. ‘I want
no office, no station in the gift of
man,”’ he said, ‘‘[except] a warm place
in your hearts.”

Every man has his own story. Ted
Kennedy never moved away from party
rivalry. He was a fierce partisan to the
end. But over the years, he reminded
the world of the great potential of this
institution and even came to embody
it. We will never forget the way he
filled the Chamber with that booming
voice, waving his glasses at his side,
jabbing his fingers at the air, or the
many times we saw him playing out-
side with his dogs. How many times did
we spot him coming through the door-
way or onto an elevator, his hair white
as the surf, and think: Here comes his-
tory itself.

As the youngest child in one of the
most influential political families in
U.S. history, Ted Kennedy had enor-
mous shoes to fill. Yet in nearly 50
years of service as a young Senator, a
candidate for President, a legislative
force, and an elder statesman, it is
hard to argue that he didn’t fill those
shoes in a part he wrote all by himself.

It is hard to imagine the Senate
without Ted thundering on the floor. It
will be harder still, I am sure, for the
Kennedy family to think of a future
without him. You could say all these
things and more about the late Senator
from Massachusetts, and you could
also say this: Edward Moore Kennedy
will always have a warm place in our
hearts.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
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RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

——
MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to a period for the
transaction of morning business until
12:30 p.m., with the time equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees.

The Senator from Massachusetts.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I yield
myself such time as I might use.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is recognized.

——————

REMEMBERING SENATOR EDWARD
M. KENNEDY

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I thank
Majority Leader REID and Minority
Leader MCCONNELL for the time they
have set aside for us today to remem-
ber Ted Kennedy, our beloved col-
league, my senior Senator for nearly a
quarter of a century, a friend, a man I
met first and who had great influence
on me in politics back in 1962 when, as
a young, about-to-be college student, I
had the privilege of working as a vol-
unteer in his first campaign for the
Senate.

It is difficult to look at his desk now
cloaked in the velvet and the roses, a
desk from which he championed so
many important causes, a desk from
which he regaled us, educated us, and
befriended us for so many years, and
even more difficult for us to think of
this Chamber, our Nation’s Capital, or
our country without him.

On many occasions in the Senate, he
was the indispensable man. On every
occasion in this Chamber and out, he
was a man whose heart was as big as
heaven, whose optimism could over-
whelm any doubter, and whose joy for
life was a wonderfully contagious and
completely irresistible thing.

Ted loved poetry, and though the
verse was ancient, the poet could have
had Ted in mind when he wrote:

One must wait until the evening to see how
splendid the day has been.

Our day with Ted Kennedy was, in-
deed, splendid, its impact immeas-
urable. Just think for a moment what
a different country we lived in before
Ted Kennedy came to the Senate in
1962 and what a more perfect Union we
live in for the 47 years he served here.
Before Ted Kennedy had a voice in the
Senate and a vote in the Senate, there
was no Civil Rights Act, no Voting
Rights Act, no Medicare, no Medicaid,
no vote for 18-year-olds, no Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., holiday, no Meals on
Wheels, no equal funding for women’s
collegiate sports, no State health in-
surance program, no Family Medical
Leave Act, no AmeriCorps, no National
Service Act. All of these are literally
just a part of Ted’s legislative legacy.
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