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difficulty of our efforts is compounded.
I hope that the Pakistani national gov-
ernment can do more to properly train
and equip these important front-line
defenses against extremist elements in
Pakistan and/or the border region.

Human rights questions have been
raised in recent days in news accounts.
That is also a concern we have. I had
the opportunity, as well as Senator
BrROWN and Congressman SPACE, when
we were there, to visit a camp where
they are taking care of those who were
displaced by the fighting in the Swat
Valley—so-called IDP camps, inter-
nally displaced person camps. So far,
that effort has met with success, and
thank goodness the Pashtun tradition
in Pakistan has meant as many as 80
percent of the people displaced were
taken into homes and the government
and military didn’t have to help them
directly, not until they had to go back
to their homes and their communities.

We also had a chance to meet with
General Kiyani, a very strong and ca-
pable military leader, who gave us a
briefing on the efforts against the Pak-
istani Taliban. I believe our national
security—literally the safety of our
families from another grievous attack
here in the United States—depends on
our success in South Asia. I applaud
Chairman CARL LEVIN for his vision
and leadership on this important issue
at this critical time, and I encourage
my colleagues to do the same.

We ought to have a full debate in the
Senate, in the House, and across Amer-
ica about troop levels. We are not there
yet. There has been no recommenda-
tion made by the administration be-
yond the 17,000 combat troops and the
4,000 trainers, but it is never too early
to start an important debate about
troop levels. We also should debate and
continue to get more information
about evaluating the progress we are
making there. President Obama and his
administration are committed to doing
that. They have presented to the Con-
gress a series of metrics or bench-
marks—pick your word—weighing and
evaluating how we are doing on our
progress there. A series of tough ques-
tions has to be asked on a frequent
basis. They have to be answered by the
administration if Congress is going to
be satisfied with our support, both
military and nonmilitary.

I believe we can get this right if we
debate it, if we ask tough questions
and demand answers to those tough
questions of the administration, of the
military, and any other question that
Congress and the American people
want to have asked and answered.

Finally, I mentioned the great work
General McChrystal and our fighting
men and women are doing every day of
the week across the world in places
such as Afghanistan and Iraq, but let
me also highlight, before I conclude,
three people on the ground there who
are leading our efforts on the non-
military side representing our State
Department: General Eikenberry, a
great military leader who is serving as
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our Ambassador to Afghanistan and
who is doing great work there; Ambas-
sador Paterson in Pakistan, who has
served now in that capacity under two
administrations working very hard in a
difficult situation in Pakistan; and fi-
nally, Ambassador Holbrooke, who has
served this country in a number of ca-
pacities, now put in charge of moni-
toring the work and being a construc-
tive force in both countries—both Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. We are grate-
ful for their public service, their com-
mitment to our security, the commit-
ment to our troops they have made,
and the commitment to getting this
right so the American people can have
confidence in this policy going forward.

We are not there yet. We are just be-
ginning a full debate. But I would urge
our colleagues here to pay close atten-
tion and to continue to ask these ques-
tions so we can make sure that Afghan-
istan is stable—as we hope for Paki-
stan as well—so we can protect our
people from another terrorist attack or
the threat of that kind of an attack.

I thank the Chair. I yield the floor.

—————

REMEMBERING OUR FALLEN
SOLDIERS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, this
week, an Illinois family who lost a son
in Iraq will remember the anniversary
of his death. Their son was 19 when he
was Kkilled in a vehicle accident in
Baghdad, 1 year ago.

Thousands of American men and
women have given their lives in the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. They
have not been the first to do so in serv-
ice to our country. Sadly, we Kknow
they will likely not be the last.

How do we pay tribute to those lost
who have served? The Illinois poet Ar-
chibald MacLeish asked that we re-
member them. In his well-known war
poem, written during the depths of the
Second World War, a young, dead sol-
dier speaks. “We were young,”’ the sol-
dier entreats. “We have died. Remem-
ber us.”

And so we do. We remember them in
our communities, in ways big and
small. We remember them here on the
floor of the Senate.

And we remember them when we de-
bate issues of national security that
will dramatically affect our military
forces. The vote to send young Ameri-
cans to war is the most serious deci-
sion any of us will make on this Senate
floor. I have written notes to the fami-
lies of the many Illinois servicemem-
bers who have been killed in Afghani-
stan or Iraq. Every letter makes plain
the burden we have placed on—and the
trust we have placed in—military
members and their families.

Finally, we remember them when we
consider how to honor their friends in
service, those in battle today and those
who are fortunate to return home. Over
the past years, Congress has tried to
keep its promise to our troops. We have
tried to provide them with the equip-
ment and the resources they need to
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complete the work we have asked them
to do. We have welcomed them back
with new opportunities, like the edu-
cational benefits in the new GI Bill,
that will help them take the next suc-
cessful step in their lives. And for
those who have returned home with in-
juries, we have worked to provide them
with the best medical care available.

The young Illinois soldier who died
last year has a strong family: mother,
father, sister, brother, and friends.
They will remember him. In this Sen-
ate, we do, too.

———————

BURMA’S FORGOTTEN POLITICAL
PRISONERS

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today to bring to my colleagues’
attention a new report by Human
Rights Watch entitled ‘“‘Burma’s For-
gotten Prisoners.”

The report offers moving and compel-
ling stories of political activists in
Burma who have put their lives and ca-
reers on the line to raise awareness
about the human rights situation in
their country.

In the face of threats, intimidation
and beatings, they have embraced non-
violence to put pressure on the ruling
military junta to respect the legiti-
mate aspirations of the people of
Burma and support a new government
based on democracy, human rights, and
the rule of law.

We all have been inspired by the
story of Burma’s most famous political
prisoner, Nobel Peace Prize winner and
leader of the democratic opposition,
Aung San Suu Kyi.

After leading the National League for
Democracy to an overwhelming win in
the 1990 parliamentary election—a vic-
tory quickly annulled by the military
junta—she has spent the better part of
the past 19 years in prison or under
house arrest.

Recently, a Burmese court sentenced
her to an additional 3 years of confine-
ment on trumped up charges of vio-
lating the terms of her house arrest.

Yet despite the regime’s best efforts,
it has failed to stifle her will and her
call for free and democratic Burma.

And it has failed to stop her from in-
spiring thousands of her fellow citizens
to take up her cause.

The report by Human Rights Watch
reminds us that while Suu Kyi is the
most well-known democracy activist,
she is by no means alone. In fact, the
report notes that there are now more
than 2,100 political prisoners in Burma;
there are 43 prisons holding political
activists in Burma and 50 labor camps;
and beginning in late 2008, closed Bur-
mese courts sentenced more than 300
activists to prison terms of, in some
cases, more than 100 years for speaking
out against the government and form-
ing organizations.

Among those profiled are Zargana,
one of Burma’s most famous come-
dians, actors, and human rights activ-
ists, who was arrested and sentenced to
59 years in prison for criticizing the
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