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chose an unusual mode of transportation.
Gary and Jackson both rollerbladed across the
country, while Jessica biked along side them.

From August 13th to September 7th, Gary
and Jackson woke up and strapped on their
trusty rollerblades, Jessica hopped on her bike
and together, they embarked on this heart-
warming adventure. They were sore; they
were tired; but they were not discouraged by
challenges. For the past 7 years, in fact, Gary
has put himself through some rigorous chal-
lenges to raise awareness for Kinship Part-
ners, including walking the length of Min-
nesota, biking to New Orleans and camping
out on the Brainerd, Minnesota water tower for
more than a week. It is his unwavering dedica-
tion to Kinship Partners that has helped raise
over 100,000 dollars and kept the program
strong.

Kinship is a mentoring program in north-
central Minnesota that matches children with
caring adults based on mutual interests. For a
few hours a week, they get together and
spend time doing whatever it is they like. It's
not a complicated formula, but it is a some-
what new take on mentoring programs. And
Kinship Partners is seeing success stories in
24 Minnesota communities as a result of their
back-to-basics strategy. In fact, there is even
a waiting list. When children know that there
is someone who is absolutely crazy about
them and committed to their well-being, there
are no limits to their success.

————
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3221) to amend
the Higher Education Act of 1965, and for
other purposes:

Mr. KIND. Madam Chair, | rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 3221, The Student Aid and Fiscal
Responsibility Act.

With the struggling economy, rising cost of
tuition, and decrease in the availability of stu-
dent aid, working families are finding it in-
creasingly difficult to send their children to col-
lege. In order to ensure that America is able
to compete in the global economy and remain
a leader in the innovative industries of the fu-
ture, this historic legislation invests in our eco-
nomic future by making college more afford-
able and accessible. By reforming our student
loan system, simplifying the student loan appli-
cation process, investing in community col-
leges to create a highly skilled workforce, and
strengthening early childhood education pro-
grams we will guarantee that the next genera-
tion is equipped with the necessary skills to
compete worldwide.

In a fiscally responsible way, the Student
Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act will make
college more affordable and accessible by
transforming our student aid system. The re-
forms will make student loans more reliable
and accessible for a greater number of stu-
dents. Pell Grant Scholarships will receive an
additional $40 billion over the next 10 years,
$500 million of that will go to students in Wis-
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consin. In 2019, it is estimated that 20,000
western Wisconsin students will be awarded
$75 million in Pell Grants. The bill also sim-
plifies the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) form by allowing families to fill
out the application with information from just a
tax return to prove eligibility.

This legislation also invests heavily in com-
munity colleges to cultivate a highly skilled
workforce to compete in the global economy.
It will encourage and support relationships be-
tween community colleges, businesses, states
and adult education programs. These partner-
ships are already occurring in western Wis-
consin and with additional grants and invest-
ment, our community colleges will be able to
strengthen and build upon these partnerships,
creating additional jobs and economic devel-
opment.

Not only will the Student Aid and Fiscal Re-
sponsibility Act do a better job getting kids to
college, it will also provide assistance to en-
sure that they make it to graduation. Investing
in college access and completion support pro-
grams will ensure that students receive guid-
ance to ensure they make it to graduation.
Further, secondary schools in western Wis-
consin will receive $57 million for school ren-
ovation to improve the classroom experience
and enhance learning for students.

Ensuring that children are put on a path to-
ward academic success begins at an early
age. | have always believed that we must
place an emphasis on early childhood edu-
cation in order to prepare students to excel
once they begin in school. | have long sup-
ported and advocated for legislation that would
strengthen early childhood education by pro-
viding states with grant opportunities, in-
creased funding, and better training for edu-
cators. In previous years, | have introduced
legislation that would have accomplished
many of the same goals of this bill by creating
an Early Learning Challenge Fund to award
competitive grants to states that implement
early education reforms. This provision is cru-
cial as we work to provide learning and devel-
opment opportunities to children at an early
age, ensuring that kids are ready for success
once they enter the school system.

As the country continues to work through
some of the most difficult economic conditions
in a generation, it is imperative that we in-
crease our investment in education. Innovation
and a highly skilled workforce are keys to
unlocking the future potential of America. If we
are truly going to compete against emerging
nations like China and India, we must continue
to invest in our education system.

| am proud to represent western Wisconsin,
which is home to six universities and dozens
of community and technical colleges. With
such an emphasis on higher education, we
have long been working to become a leader in
producing workers for the 21st Century’s glob-
al economy. This historic legislation will build
on the infrastructure already available in west-
ern Wisconsin and make higher education
more affordable and accessible for everyone.
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to a man who | am
proud to have called a friend, a constituent,
and an inspiration: Dr. M. Delmar Edwards of
Columbus, Georgia. Dr. Edwards was the first
African-American to practice surgery in the city
of Columbus and was one who blazed new
trails for those who would follow him. On Sep-
tember 11, 2009, he passed away at the age
of 83.

Dr. Edwards was born on December 19,
1926, in the state of Arkansas. He attended
Morehouse College and went on to earn a
Bachelor of Science from Central State Uni-
versity in Wilberforce, Ohio, in 1948. He re-
ceived a master's degree from Atlanta Univer-
sity in 1952 and, in 1957, became the fifth
black person to graduate from the University
of Arkansas Medical School.

In 1964 he moved to Columbus and started
his practice on the corner of Fourth Avenue,
now Veterans Parkway, and Eighth Street. He
eventually led the general surgery section at
the Medical Center and served as chairman of
the department of surgery. Later, he trained to
be a surgeon at the Residency Training Pro-
gram in General Surgery at the Tuskegee Vet-
erans Administration Hospital.

In the early 1980s, Dr. Edwards was a
founding trustee of the Morehouse School of
Medicine in Atlanta, where a scholarship pro-
gram was eventually named in his honor and
has helped dozens of bright, young, aspiring
physicians to achieve their goals of becoming
a doctor.

In addition to his esteemed medical career,
Dr. Edwards found the time to become a men-
tor to scores of African-American physicians in
Columbus and was a driving force behind their
decisions to stay and practice within the com-
munity. He was also a devoted community
leader, becoming the first African-American to
serve on the Columbus Housing Authority
Board and the second on the Muscogee
County School Board.

Madam Speaker, Dr. M. Delmar Edwards
served the people of Columbus with honor, re-
spect, and integrity. His lifetime of altruistic
care-giving has made him a legend in our
community and an inspirational figure for us
all. | consider it a privilege to honor his life
today and his dedication and lifelong commit-
ment to the welfare of others. He will be
missed.

———

COMMEMORATING SEPTEMBER 11,
2001
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Ms. McCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, today
on the eighth anniversary of September 11,
2001, we honor the memory of the victims, ex-
tend our thoughts and prayers to the victims’
families, and recognize the heroism and cour-
age displayed during rescue and recovery
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