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McBride’s National Services division to serve 
as President in 1994. His responsibilities in-
clude the oversight of national services, cus-
tomer service, database implementation, main-
taining relationships, and implementation of 
marketing services for the division. He is an 
active member of the Society of Industrial & 
Office Realtors, the Industrial & Office Real 
Estate Brokers Association of Metropolitan 
New York, and CORFAC International—a 
worldwide commercial real estate network 
through which he has spoken at numerous 
global conferences and serves as an Execu-
tive Committee member. 

As Boy Scouting founder Lord Baden Powel 
once said, ‘‘It is the spirit within, not the ve-
neer without, which makes a man.’’ Robert 
Tillsley’s spirit can be seen in his laudable 
educational and business pursuits on behalf of 
the Boy Scouts of America throughout the 5th 
district of New Jersey; I join with his family, 
friends, and community in celebrating this mo-
mentous occasion. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. STUART FROHM 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009 

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and commend Mr. Stuart Frohm, a pro-
lific political journalist, columnist, and editor. 

Stu will retire today, September 30, 2009, 
after 30 years with the Midland Daily News, 
my hometown newspaper. He was the political 
writer and wire editor for state, national, and 
world stories and photos. 

Stu was a true newspaper man, a balanced 
mix of watchdog and champion for the Mid-
land area community. He was a tireless and 
dedicated reporter and editor who fully under-
stood politics. He was thorough and he was 
fair, even when critical. Most importantly, he 
informed readers and helped bring us to-
gether, even through the toughest decisions, 
the way only a professional journalist can. 

I have shared many experiences with Stu. 
After each election, Stu and I talked. After 
State of the Unions, major votes, and impor-
tant moments in our political history, Stu and 
I would talk on the phone. In fact, I vividly re-
member that it was Stu on the phone with me 
as the events of 9/11/2001 unfolded in Wash-
ington, D.C., and we were still talking as the 
Capitol Police told us to run out of the Cannon 
House Office Building. 

Stu is much more than a reporter, much 
more than a columnist, and much more than 
an editor. He is a dedicated husband, beloved 
father and cherished community leader. It is 
an honor to consider him a friend, and I say 
that ‘‘on the record.’’ 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Mr. Stuart Frohm, a journalist, editor, 
and friend, and wishing him the best of luck in 
his retirement. 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING 
ZANE SHUSS FOR WINNING THE 
BOYS’ DIVISION III STATE BASE-
BALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Zane Shuss showed hard work 

and dedication to the sport of baseball; and 
Whereas, Zane Shuss was a supportive 

team player; and 
Whereas, Zane Shuss always displayed 

sportsmanship on and off of the field; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I congratulate Zane Shuss on winning 
the Boys’ Division III State Baseball Cham-
pionship. We recognize the tremendous hard 
work and sportsmanship he has demonstrated 
during the 2008–2009 baseball season. 
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HONORING MARILYN M. MATHIS 
FOR HER SERVICE TO 
MURFREESBORO CITY SCHOOLS 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Marilyn M. 
Mathis who is leaving Murfreesboro City 
Schools after 26 years of service to pursue a 
new phase in her distinguished career. 

Marilyn joined City Schools in 1983 as the 
Assistant Superintendent for Administration 
under the leadership of School Director Dr. 
John Hodge Jones. After Dr. Jones’ retirement 
in 1997, Marilyn was appointed Director of 
Schools. 

During her 26 year tenure, Marilyn has seen 
the City School’s student population nearly 
doubled. As Director, she has been influential 
in improving City Schools over the last 12 
years. 

Marilyn was determined to live up to the 
standards set by the No Child Left Behind Act 
and strived to make City Schools one of the 
top school districts in the state of Tennessee. 
She led the system by its mission statement: 
‘‘to assure academic and personal success for 
each child.’’ 

Under Marilyn’s leadership, City Schools 
added three new schools including the Bell-
wood-Bowdoin Preschool for more than 400 
at-risk preschool students, and the opening of 
Scales and John Pittard Elementary Schools. 
She also established Bradley Academy as ‘‘An 
Arts Integrated School,’’ the Discovery School 
for high achieving students at Reeves-Roger, 
and named Hobgood Elementary as a NASA 
Explorer School. 

Marilyn also supported and participated in a 
public education foundation for Murfreesboro 
City Schools and created a partnership agree-
ment with Middle Tennessee State University 
located in Murfreesboro. 

Her legacy to City Schools will live on for 
years to come, and the students of 
Murfreesboro are better prepared for the fu-
ture because of her hard work and dedication. 

Thank you Marilyn. I wish you the best of 
luck in your new position as Executive Director 
of the Association for Independent and Munic-
ipal Schools. 
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IN HONOR OF MORT WEISBERG 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Mort Weisberg, recipient of 
the Jewish National Fund’s Tree of Life 
Award. 

The Tree of Life Award is one of the Jewish 
National Fund’s highest honors; a humani-
tarian award given in recognition of out-
standing community involvement, leadership 
and service. Furthermore, the award is a sym-
bol of a strong and improved Israel and alle-
giance to American-Israeli friendship. 

Mr. Weisberg is the president and chief ex-
ecutive of Multi-Care Management, a nursing 
home operator, in the Greater Cleveland area. 
In addition to running a successful care-taking 
facility, Mort is the chairman of the Ohio Board 
of Examiners of Nursing Home Administrators. 
His active and generous participation in nu-
merous Cleveland area charities further exhib-
its his commitment to the community. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of Mort Weisberg for being pre-
sented the Tree of Life Award by the Jewish 
National Fund. I offer my congratulations to 
Mort as he is recognized for his service to the 
communities of Cleveland and dedication to a 
strong American-Israeli relationship. 

f 

STATEMENT COMMEMORATING 
THE INCEPTION OF REPRESEN-
TATIONAL GOVERNMENT IN 
LYCIA 

HON. MICHAEL E. McMAHON 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009 

Mr. MCMAHON. Madam Speaker, many of 
us in this Chamber are familiar with the 
Roman and Greek fundamentals of our nation 
and our democracy. In addition to these two 
great nations and traditions a third cornerstone 
of democracy also existed in the Mediterra-
nean of which our Founding Fathers also drew 
inspiration from. 

There is a renewed effort by scholars to em-
phasize the link between our democracy and 
that of Patara, which was the capital of Lycia, 
an ancient civilization of democratic principles. 
The Lycian government, known as the Lycian 
League existed along Turkey’s Mediterranean 
coast from roughly 167 BC until 400 AD, and 
served as an inspiration to the framers of the 
U.S. Constitution. 

The Lycian League was the first democratic 
union in history to utilize proportional rep-
resentation as a model for political organiza-
tion. 

At least twenty-three city-states were united 
under the League that presided over federal 
institutions. Depending on its size, each of the 
League’s 23 city-states was eligible to send up 
to three representatives to the parliament 
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(Bouleuterion) located in Patara. Medium- 
sized towns sent two, whereas smaller towns 
could unite together to send one representa-
tive to the capital on their behalf. The number 
of representatives from each city-state deter-
mined taxes and other financial obligations. 
The general assembly was responsible for 
electing federal officers controlling communal 
land and determining trade and civil rights, as 
well. 

The ‘‘Lyciarch,’’ was the Parliament’s presi-
dent, which at various times served as the 
League’s religious, military, and political lead-
er. Many historians believe that women have 
served in Patara as the Lyciarch. 

One of the thinkers who impacted the de-
bate over our own constitution was 
Montesquieu. In Book IX of his Spirit of the 
Laws, he argues the utility of confederacy, 
stating: ‘‘It is unlikely that states that associate 
will be of the same size and have equal 
power. . . . If one had to propose a model of 
a fine federal republic, I would choose the re-
public of Lycia.’’ 

Alexander Hamilton and James Madison 
picked up on this concept, and cited the Ly-
cian League as a model for our own system 
of government. 

Both Alexander Hamilton and James Madi-
son used the Lycian form of government in the 
Federalist Papers. The semicircular rows of 
the Lycian parliament building was a model to 
the seating arrangements in the U.S. Con-
gress today. 

In the Federalist Papers No. 16, Alexander 
Hamilton wrote, ‘‘I shall content myself with 
barely observing here, that of all the 
confederacies of antiquity, which history has 
handed down to us, the Lycian and Achaean 
leagues, as far as there remain vestiges of 
them, appear to have been most free from the 
fetters of that mistaken principle, and were ac-
cordingly those which have best deserved, 
and have most liberally received, the applaud-
ing suffrages of political writers.’’ 

This is how an ancient civilization thousands 
of miles away and over two thousand years 
ago made a major impact on our system as a 
representative democracy, preventing the pos-
sibility of tyranny, as feared by Alexander 
Hamilton and James Madison. 
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IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
GUNNERY SERGEANT ADAM F. 
BENJAMIN 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and remembrance of United 
States Marine Gunnery Sergeant Adam F. 
Benjamin, who courageously and selflessly 
rose to the call of duty, and made the ultimate 
sacrifice on behalf of our country. 

Gunnery Sergeant Benjamin grew up in 
Garfield Heights and graduated from Garfield 
Heights High School in 1993. Shortly after 
graduating, he followed his dream to serve our 
country and enlisted in the United States Ma-
rine Corps. He quickly rose up the ranks and 
by 2006, at the age of 31, was promoted to 
the position of Gunnery Sergeant. He was a 
loyal, courageous and dedicated Marine, who 
loved every aspect of serving our nation in the 

military. Throughout his youth and career in 
the military, Gunnery Sergeant Benjamin was 
known for his positive outlook on life, caring 
nature and great sense of humor. He touched 
countless lives with his kind heart, generosity 
and sense of concern for others. 

Gunnery Sergeant Benjamin was a brave 
and honorable United States Marine and an 
exceptional human being. The sacrifice, serv-
ice and courage he has displayed will be for-
ever honored and remembered by the entire 
Cleveland community, and by the nation. Gun-
nery Sergeant Benjamin’s warm smile, gen-
erous heart, easy laugh, and joy for life will 
live on within the hearts and memories of 
those who loved and knew him best—his fam-
ily, friends and fellow Marines. He will never 
be forgotten. 

Madam Speaker, and colleagues, please 
join me in honor and remembrance of United 
States Marine Gunnery Sergeant Adam F. 
Benjamin. His life, gone far too soon, was 
framed by his great love of family, friends and 
country. I extend my deepest condolences to 
his mother and father, Judy Watters and Frank 
Benjamin; to his step-father, Robert Watters; 
to his brothers and sisters: Aaron, Amanda, 
Asa, Abram, Abigail, Amos, Amaryah, Aric, 
Anyah, Alexis and Allen; to his grandmothers, 
Yolanda and Mary; and to his extended family 
and many close friends. 
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CONGRATULATING THE SMOKY 
MOUNTAIN CHILDREN’S HOME 
FOR 2009 ANGELS IN ADOPTION 
PROGRAM 

HON. DAVID P. ROE 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009 

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Madam Speaker, I 
want to congratulate the Smoky Mountain 
Children’s Home for their long heritage as res-
idential care center and an adoption place-
ment agency. 

I was honored to nominate the Smoky 
Mountain Children’s Home for the 2009 An-
gels in AdoptionTM program. The Congres-
sional Coalition on Adoption Institute, which 
orchestrates the Angels in AdoptionTM pro-
gram, presented an award to The Smoky 
Mountain Children’s Home along with more 
than 190 Angels from across the Nation. 

Madam Speaker, the Smoky Mountain Chil-
dren’s Home’s philosophy comes from a basic 
faith based belief that every child deserves a 
family. 

I am thankful for the important work that is 
being done at the Smoky Mountain Children’s 
Home. They are working each day toward one 
of the most noble causes imaginable—to im-
prove the life of a child by bringing him or her 
together with a loving family. 

I am grateful for programs such as Angels 
in AdoptionTM who recognize the good work 
done by great organizations like the Smoky 
Mountain Children’s Home. 

COMMEMORATING SEA OTTER 
AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 30, 2009 

Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
call attention to the 7th Annual Sea Otter 
Awareness Week, September 28–October 3, 
2009, sponsored by Defenders of Wildlife. 
This week-long event provides the opportunity 
to educate the broader public about sea ot-
ters, their natural history, the integral role that 
sea otters play in the near-shore marine eco-
system, and the conservation issues they are 
facing. 

In the early 1700’s, before wide-scale hunt-
ing began, sea otters ranged across the North 
Pacific rim from Japan to Baja California. The 
worldwide population estimates for that time 
range from the hundreds of thousands to pos-
sibly a million or more. Before the hunting 
began, there were approximately 16,000– 
20,000 along California’s coast. Killing these 
animals for their fur brought down their num-
bers until they were thought to be extinct off 
California by the early 1900s. 

But they were not driven completely to ex-
tinction. In the 1930’s a small population, of 
less than 100 animals that had escaped the 
hunt, was discovered in a remote cove on a 
coastal ranch in Big Sur, on the Central Coast 
of California. Since that time, groups such as 
Defenders of Wildlife, Friends of the Sea 
Otter, and Ocean Conservancy have raised 
public awareness and helped protect this im-
portant species under the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act and the Endangered Species 
Act. The presence of the California sea otter 
has become an icon of the state’s coastal en-
vironment and culture, and these charismatic 
animals bring significant tourism revenue to 
Californian coastal communities. 

The three year population average, counted 
by the U.S. Geological Survey this year, totals 
only 2,813 animals, a decrease of half a per-
cent and the first such decline in over a dec-
ade. These numbers are significantly less than 
what is necessary to consider the population 
decline in recent years is highly concerning. 
Researchers are beginning to identify indirect 
hazards for sea otters such as non-point 
source pollution, pathogens, and entrapment 
in fisheries gear that are causing their popu-
lation growth to reverse. Such realizations 
support the need for continued research and 
preventive measures to respond to these 
issues, while continuing to ward against the di-
rect killings/takings that still occur. 

The decline of Southern Sea Otters off of 
the California Coast not only impacts the spe-
cies itself, but it affects other marine popu-
lations and the surrounding ecosystem be-
cause Sea Otters are what scientists refer to 
as a keystone species. This means that they 
are integrally important to the ecosystem in 
which they live. The demise of sea otters al-
lows their prey, sea urchins, to proliferate un-
checked leading to the alarming overgrazing 
of kelp beds—one of the oceans nursery 
grounds for many marine animals. Research 
shows that the absence of sea otters has a di-
rect link to the sharp decline of kelp along por-
tions of California’s coast. Further, the Sea 
Otter is also what scientists refer to as a sen-
tinel or an indicator species. In this way, the 
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