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assistance for the South Asia nation of Paki-
stan, including aid for civilians fleeing a mili-
tary offensive against Taliban militants in the 
northwest. The United Nations refugee agency 
issued a report stating that more than 1.4 mil-
lion people in the North West Frontier Prov-
ince (NWFP) have been registered as dis-
placed since May 2, describing the flood as 
the largest and swiftest to take place any-
where in the world in recent years. 

The newly-registered internally displaced 
persons (IDP) took the total number of those 
who have fled their homes in the SWAT valley 
and surrounding areas to two million. 

I am hopeful that the $110 million in emer-
gency assistance will get to the people on the 
ground and will be of assistance to them. It is 
important that the people of Pakistan see that 
the aid is coming from America to give a face 
to this aid. It is essential to global security and 
the security of the United States. 

The surge of IDPs followed the launch of a 
military offensive in late April. President Asif 
Ali Zardari acted after U.S. officials stepped up 
warnings that Islamabad’s willingness to tol-
erate and negotiate peace deals with the mili-
tants was endangering both Pakistan and the 
wider region. The Taliban fighting spread to 
NWFP districts and SWAT. 

President Obama’s new approach to Paki-
stan is different than anything that has been 
tried before. America has expressed that it will 
support the democratically-elected government 
and it will have a clear and transparent rela-
tionship. This bill has the support of the Presi-
dent, Secretary Clinton, Secretary Gates, Ad-
miral Mullen, and Senators KERRY and LUGAR. 

In conclusion, I urge you to support S. 1707, 
which seeks to and effectively establishes a 
new, more positive and enduring framework 
for U.S.-Pakistan relations. This legislation is 
timely. It is bipartisan. It is accountable. It is 
effective. 
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SIXTH ANNUAL NATIONAL CYBER 
SECURITY AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2009 

Ms. CLARKE. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of the sixth annual National Cyberse-
curity Awareness Month, which kicks off today. 

The goal of National Cyber Security Aware-
ness Month is to show everyday Internet users 
that by taking simple steps, they can safe-
guard themselves from the latest online 
threats and respond to potential cyber crime 
incidents. 

I commend the National Cyber Security Divi-
sion (NCSD) of the Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS), the National Cyber Security 
Alliance (NCSA), the Multi-State Information 
Sharing and Analysis Center (MS–ISAC) and 
their partners for sponsoring National Cyber 
Security Awareness Month again this year. 

This year, the theme of National Cyber Se-
curity Awareness Month is ‘‘Our Shared Re-
sponsibility.’’ Ultimately, our cyber infrastruc-
ture is only as strong as the weakest link. In 
this digital age, we are all connected. No indi-
vidual, business, or government entity is solely 
responsible for cyber security. Everyone must 
make sure to employ safe and secure com-
puting practices. We all need to understand 

how our individual online computing practices 
have a collective impact on our nation’s cyber 
security. 

Cyber security vulnerabilities can signifi-
cantly impact our national and economic secu-
rity. Cyber warfare and cyber crime are in-
creasing in sophistication and frequency every 
day. The Department of Homeland Security 
logged 5,499 such cyber attack incidents in 
2008—a 40 percent increase over the pre-
vious year. A 2007 Government Accountability 
Office report estimates the total U.S. business 
losses due to cyberattacks exceed $117.5 bil-
lion per year. A 2009 Consumer Reports study 
found that over the past 2 years, one in five 
online consumers has been a victim of cyber 
crime. Attacks on our Federal Government 
networks this summer served as a recent re-
minder that we must remain vigilant in com-
bating cyber incidents. 

Through the help of the Obama administra-
tion, cyber security is finally gaining the much 
needed attention it deserves both in the Fed-
eral Government and the private sector. The 
White House’s Cyberspace Policy Review, 
published this May, recommends that the gov-
ernment initiate a national public awareness 
and education campaign to promote cyber se-
curity. The President will soon name a Na-
tional Cyber Security Coordinator, the first 
such White House post. 

As chairwoman of the Homeland Security 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats, Cyberse-
curity and Science and Technology, I am 
doing my part to oversee government’s role in 
securing cyberspace. Earlier this year I held a 
series of hearings on our Nation’s cyber secu-
rity posture and the various vulnerabilities in 
our critical information infrastructure. This 
month I will host a series of events geared to 
educate Hill staff on this important national 
and economic security issue. 
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NATIONAL HISPANIC HERITAGE 
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OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 1, 2009 

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, I proudly rise 
today in observance of Hispanic Heritage 
Month to honor the culture, traditions and con-
tributions of the Hispanic community both in 
my home state of Illinois and in the country as 
a whole. 

What began as Hispanic Heritage Week in 
1968 under President Johnson was expanded 
in 1988 when Illinois Senator Paul Simon in-
troduced legislation to lengthen the celebration 
to National Hispanic Heritage Month. Begin-
ning each year on September 15, Hispanic 
Heritage Month falls during the independence 
anniversaries of several Latin American coun-
tries, and celebrates those Americans whose 
ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Car-
ibbean, and Central and South America. 

Today, Hispanic Americans are the largest 
minority group within the United States. And 
throughout our history, the Hispanic commu-
nity has made invaluable contributions to our 
history and national character in the areas of 
government and politics, science, business, 
and the arts. 

Of the 500 largest Hispanic-owned busi-
nesses, twenty are located in Illinois, including 

Group O, Inc. located in my district in the Vil-
lage of Milan. I would also like to commend 
the President for appointing and the Senate 
for confirming the newest addition to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, Associate Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor, whose life story exemplifies the 
American Dream: that with courage, deter-
mination and hard work, anyone can prosper 
and achieve success. 

Furthermore, Hispanic Americans have 
made significant contributions to the defense 
of this nation through service in all branches 
of the Armed Forces. Hispanics have coura-
geously defended the United States in wars 
from the American Revolution through the cur-
rent conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. To date, 
forty-three Hispanic Americans have received 
the Congressional Medal of Honor, the na-
tion’s highest award for valor in action against 
an enemy force. 

In Silvis, Illinois there is a block-and-a-half- 
long street with twenty-five homes that was 
originally settled by Mexican immigrants in the 
earlier part of the twentieth century. This 
street, appropriately renamed Hero Street 
USA, has, sent more than 110 men and 
women to serve in the U.S. armed forces, 
more than any other American street of com-
parable size anywhere in our country. Their 
unselfish defense of this nation and its values 
is representative of the strength, hard work 
and love of family and country demonstrated 
by the Hispanic community in the United 
States. 

Additionally, I am proud to have Joe 
Terronez among my constituency, who in 
1967 was elected to the city council in Silvis 
and later became Illinois’s first Hispanic 
mayor. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
continue this national celebration which was 
first started by the 100th Congress and join 
me in honoring the histories, cultures and con-
tributions of Hispanic Americans during His-
panic Heritage Month. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF CONFERENCE REPORT ON 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HARRY TEAGUE 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 25, 2009 

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, I am very 
disappointed that the leadership of this House 
has put us in the unfortunate position of voting 
on legislation that combines the Legislative 
Branch Appropriations bill and the Continuing 
Resolution. 

First, I am against this Legislative Branch 
Appropriations bill. I am against Congress in-
creasing its own budget while small busi-
nesses around the country tighten their belts. 
Companies in my district are cutting hours and 
cutting costs. Workers are losing their jobs. 
But Congress is paying its staff $74 million 
more than last year. We have our priorities 
backward. I voted against the Legislative 
Branch Appropriations bill when it came up in 
the House, and I have no interest in sup-
porting the conference report. 

Second, I oppose this corruption of the leg-
islative process. My colleagues and I should 
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