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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SCHRADER).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 6, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable KURT
SCHRADER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

———

HEALTH CARE PLAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to correct a
misperception held by many in this
Chamber and others throughout our
great Nation. Members of my party
claim that our colleagues across the
aisle do not have a health care plan.
Well, I’'m here to break with my own
caucus and say that’s just not true.
Our Republican friends do in fact have
a plan.

Let me offer you some of their high-
lights. The plan so far offered by our

Republican colleagues would allow
health care premiums to double over
the next decade; add more than two-
thirds to the out-of-pocket expenses for
individuals and their families who
watched helplessly as premiums and
deductibles grew three times faster
than their wages over the last decade;
and push more families to the brink of
financial ruin because they can no
longer afford basic health care needs.

In my district alone, more than 1,400
people were forced into bankruptcy
last year because of expenses not cov-
ered by health insurance.

It doesn’t stop there, Mr. Speaker.
Their plan would also allow insurance
companies to continue racking up prof-
its by denying coverage using capri-
cious standards.

Insurance companies in 45 States
would be allowed to continue discrimi-
nating based on preexisting conditions
for those attempting to purchase insur-
ance on the individual market. It’s es-
timated that more than 12.6 million
Americans have been denied coverage
because of preexisting conditions al-
ready.

Insurance companies in eight States
and the District of Columbia would be
allowed to continue denying coverage
to survivors of domestic violence be-
cause they classify history of such vio-
lence as a preexisting condition, which
is a particularly egregious example of
cherry-picking by insurance compa-
nies, considering October is Domestic
Violence Awareness Month.

Even those lucky enough to have
health insurance will continue to find
their coverage or their costs altered
due to preexisting conditions, which af-
fect up to 45 percent of us who already
have health care insurance.

The Republican plan, or lack thereof,
also will make it harder in the business
community to continue meeting the
needs of its workers and customers. A
recent Kaiser Family Foundation
study showed that 42 percent of em-

ployers are preparing to increase pre-
miums next year; 39 percent of employ-
ers are preparing to increase out-of-
pocket expenses for doctor visits next
year; 37 percent of employers are pre-
paring to increase out-of-pocket pre-
scription drug costs next year; and 8
percent said they already have reached
the tipping point and have decided to
drop health care coverage altogether
next year.

Mr. Speaker, small businesses in the
Commonwealth of Virginia alone spent
more than $3 billion on health care pre-
miums last year. That figure is ex-
pected to more than double to $7.4 bil-
lion during the next decade if we do
nothing.

Today, less than half of Virginia’s
small businesses offer health insurance
to their employees, with three-fourths
saying they’re struggling to do so. The
plan offered by our Republican col-
leagues would only exacerbate that sit-
uation and likely push more businesses
into withdrawing health care coverage
altogether.

But that’s not what our businesses
want. Not only do two-thirds of Vir-
ginia’s small businesses say health care
reform will play an important part in
getting the economy back on track,
but more than half of them also say
they, themselves, have a responsibility
to help provide coverage for their em-
ployees.

A majority of Americans—57 per-
cent—say it’s now more important
than ever to reform our broken health
care system. Unfortunately, the plan
from our Republican colleagues
amounts to ‘‘do nothing and hope for
the best.”” Well, we can’t afford that
plan. And, thankfully, Americans are
starting to come to the same realiza-
tion.

That same poll found that 57 percent
of the public faults our Republican col-
leagues for opposing health care reform
more for political reasons than sub-
stantive argument.
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Mr. Speaker, we cannot afford for
premiums to climb 50 percent above
the national poverty rate for a family
of four. We cannot afford for more em-
ployers to pull the plug on providing
health care coverage for their employ-
ees. We cannot afford to put even more
families in the position of struggling to
pay for basic needs like health care.

We must deliver reform that will
make health care affordable and acces-
sible; cap out-of-pocket expenses; stop
the practice of cherry-picking based on
preexisting conditions; and protect our
small businesses from crippling costs.

We must deliver reform that will
once again instill confidence in our Na-
tion’s health care system—and that is
what we will do here in the House of
Representatives this fall.

——

AMERICA NEEDS MORE JOBS, NOT
MORE GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

A few days ago, the Labor Depart-
ment released its monthly unemploy-
ment report. It was another month of
bad news for unemployed Americans
looking for work. In September, we
lost 263,000 jobs and the unemployment
rate rose to 9.8, a 26-year high. And, ac-
cording to the Labor Department, the
number of unemployed people now
stands at 15.1 million.

This is an American tragedy. There
are millions of breadwinners desperate
for an opportunity to get back to work.
But for far too many, these opportuni-
ties seem inaccessible. And Washington
doesn’t seem to get it.

Instead, it’s business as usual here in
Washington. Borrow and spend is
Washington’s prescription for our ail-
ing economy. But Americans know
that we cannot borrow and spend our
way into prosperity. We’ve tried that
already—and it didn’t work.

Nevertheless, my Democrat col-
leagues insisted that passing a stim-
ulus bill that borrowed another trillion
dollars would create jobs ‘‘imme-
diately’” and unemployment would not
rise above 8 percent. The facts tell an-
other, more discouraging story.

More than 2.7 million jobs have been
lost since the so-called stimulus was
signed by President Obama. And the
Labor Department keeps churning out
these gloomy monthly unemployment
reports. Today, there are about 12 mil-
lion workers who would like to work
full time but can’t find a full-time job.
U.S. auto sales plummeted in Sep-
tember and factory orders tumbled by
the largest amount in 5 months.

The American people know that a
true economic recovery starts with tax
relief for American families and small
businesses and fiscal discipline in
Washington. After all, if American
families have to buckle down and trim
their budgets, Washington should, too.
We can’t keep running $1.5 trillion defi-
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cits and expect economic growth as a
result.

House Republicans agree with the
American people. Washington needs to
rein in the runaway spending. For ex-
ample, this week Congress is poised to
pass an agriculture spending bill which
includes a 14 percent increase in discre-
tionary spending. There’s plenty of
good to be said about some of the
spending in this bill, but its unre-
strained increase in spending is em-
blematic of Washington’s intractable,
profligate habits.

We can find a way to live within our
means and create real incentives for
employers to create jobs and get people
back to work. How about using what
remains of the stimulus money to cre-
ate a jobs tax credit for employers who
take risks and put Americans back to
work?

Such a tax credit could spur new job
creation and help reinvigorate our bat-
tered economy. Plus, it keeps taxpayer
money out of wasteful government pro-
grams and politicians’ pet projects.

Until we start to consider such real
solutions to our jobs deficit, I will con-
tinue to oppose the Democrats’ job-
killing tax-and-spend policies and sup-
port real solutions to get the American
people back to work.

———

ON THE DALAI LAMA’S VISIT THIS
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOLF. The front page of the
Washington Post yesterday featured a
story about the Dalai Lama’s visit to
Washington this week—a trip which
will be marked by what doesn’t take
place. For the first time since 1991, this
spiritual leader, a Nobel Peace Prize
recipient, will not be afforded a meet-
ing with the President of the United
States. This is a mistake which has
far-reaching consequences.

China has initiated a global effort to
stop heads of state from hosting the
Dalai Lama. As the Wall Street Jour-
nal editorial page pointed out yester-
day, ‘“‘China routinely assails countries
whose leaders meet with the Dalai
Lama, targeting France and Germany
in recent years by cutting off diplo-
matic exchanges and canceling con-
ferences and the like.”

The Dalai Lama is set to travel to
New Zealand and Australia later this
year and, as the Post reported, ‘‘he has
yet to secure a commitment from their
leaders to meet.”” Will these countries
follow our lead?

I’ve been to Tibet. I've seen the Bud-
dhist monks and nuns in Drapchi pris-
on. I've met frightened Tibetans who
quietly showed me their forbidden
photo of the Dalai Lama. I wonder if
their plight received even passing men-
tion during internal White House delib-
erations about whether to meet with
the Dalai Lama before the President’s
November trip to China. Or, were they
simply a nuisance in the context of a
larger bilateral relationship?
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An unnamed administration official
in the Post story justified the decision
by saying ‘‘this President is not inter-
ested in symbolism or photo ops but in
deliverables.” I, too, am interested in
deliverables, as is the human rights
community, but I’'m interested in sym-
bols. And the President should be, too.
Symbolism is powerful. If we surrender
to this Chinese government, we have
surrendered something far greater than
the President may realize.

The Tiananmen Square demonstra-
tors of 20 years ago understood that
symbols speak volumes. They carried
papier-mache models of the Statute of
Liberty. Ronald Reagan, too, under-
stood symbols. He understood there
was something symbolically stirring
about him standing at the Brandenberg
Gate and calling on the then-Soviet
leader to tear down that wall that di-
vided the people of East and West Ber-
lin.

Ronald Reagan understood there was
something symbolically powerful about
invoking the name of Solzhenitsyn
when he spoke at the Danilov Mon-
astery in Russia—the very same dis-
sident who more than a decade earlier,
reminiscent of this week’s events, was
denied a visit with President Ford who
was worried about upsetting the Rus-
sians prior to a summit.

This administration may not be in-
terested in symbolism, but that will
come as devastating, devastating news
to millions around the world who yearn
for freedom, who cry out for basic
human rights, and who expect Amer-
ica, our country, to be their champion
when their own voices have been si-
lenced.

What about the Coptic Christians in
Egypt? The Baha’is in Iran? What
about the oppressed citizens of Burma
and North Korea and Vietnam? They
should rightly be alarmed by the treat-
ment of the Dalai Lama, as this is just
one more example of a growing pattern
in this administration of sidelining
human rights.

It’s not too late. I call on the Presi-
dent to invite the Dalai Lama to the
White House; to reclaim the moral high
ground and not kowtow to the Chinese
government that brutally oppresses its
people.

I call on the President to stand side
by side with his holiness—a man of
peace—and align America once again
with the oppressed, not with the op-
pressors.

———

MOJAVE DESERT VETERANS
MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LEWIS) for 2 minutes.

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, the United States Supreme Court
will soon hear arguments in the case of
Salazar v. Buono, which may deter-
mine the future of memorials all across
the country that honor those who
fought and died for our Nation. The
center of this case is a memorial in my
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district known as the Mojave Desert
Cross, which has stood proudly for over
75 years. It was erected by veterans of
World War I and maintained by genera-
tions of veterans since 1934.

It was attacked 10 years ago by the
ACLU, which convinced a judge to de-
clare the memorial to World War I vet-
erans unconstitutional. Clearly, they
want to erase anything from public
property that might be seen as reli-
gious in some way.

The monument was not established
by government or maintained by the
government, but it now stands in the
Mojave National Preserve. It is a trib-
ute to those who protected America
and freedom, not a promotion of reli-
gion. If the critics of this memorial are
successful, it could open the door to at-
tacks on memorials and historic sites
in all of our national parks, including
Arlington National Cemetery and Get-
tysburg National Military Park.

I am proud to say that the Congress
has understood the value of these ma-
terials and has voted overwhelmingly
on numerous occasions to preserve the
Mojave Desert Cross in honor of those
who have defended our Nation. The will
of Congress is to keep the cross in trib-
ute to all veterans—and I sincerely
hope the Justices will see the wisdom
of that intent.

————

FEDERAL REGULATORS MISLED
DURING BAILOUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. STEARNS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning to address my concerns as
a result of the Special Inspector Gen-
eral for the Troubled Asset Relief Pro-
gram’s audit of the capital injections
provided to Bank of America and other
major banks through the taxpayer-
funded TARP program.

Neil Barofsky, the Special Inspector
General for the TARP, revealed yester-
day in his official report that high-
ranking Federal officials, including
former Treasury Secretary Henry
Paulson and current Federal Reserve
Chairman Ben Bernanke, misled the
American people about the true finan-
cial state of Bank of America and eight
other initial TARP recipients that re-
ceived over $125 billion in this bailout.

We were told last October that the
Treasury Department needed over $700
billion, along with unprecedented and
vast new authority, in order to stave
off a total collapse of our financial sys-
tem. They were going to buy the so-
called toxic loans. Ten days later, after
the bill passed, they changed their
strategy and decided to give TARP
funds to financial institutions.

We were told last October that this
$700 billion would enable the Secretary
of Treasury to go and restore liquidity
and stability and to our financial sys-
tem through a series of capital injec-
tions into these financial institutions.
And, most importantly, we were told
last October that the Federal Govern-
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ment was going to inject this money
into ‘‘healthy” financial institutions
under the rationale that propping up
these ‘‘healthy’ banks would enable
them to lend money and unfreeze the
credit market so that none of the other
major banks and private financial in-
stitutions would collapse. Almost ex-
actly a year later, we have found out
that the American people were not
given the full truth.

The nine initial TARP recipients,
which received $125 billion in TARP
funds, were actually not the stable,
healthy institutions that Mr. PAULson
and Mr. Bernanke claimed they were.
And, as we all well know today, none of
these institutions were able to increase
their lending activities.
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Bank of America and Citigroup, in
particular, actually ended up needing
billions more in bailout money than
they were initially given. Meanwhile,
struggling financial institutions such
as Merrill Lynch, which was on the
verge of collapse months before the en-
actment of TARP, were largely ignored
until the now infamous and coerced ac-
quisition of Merrill Lynch by the not-
so-healthy Bank of America.

Neil Barofsky’s audit blankly states
that ‘“‘By stating expressly that the
’healthy’ institutions would be able to
increase overall lending, Treasury may
have created unrealistic expectations
about the institutions’ condition and
their ability to increase lending.”” The
Federal Reserve, along with the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation,
also described the nine original TARP
recipients as ‘healthy.” Privately,
however, other Federal regulators and
government officials were concerned
that some of these institutions were
actually in a state of near financial
collapse, bankruptcy. These institu-
tions collectively held more than $11
trillion in banking assets, or about 75
percent of total U.S. bank assets, as of
mid 2008.

Special Inspector General Neil
Barofsky’s audit concludes that ‘‘gov-
ernment officials should be particu-
larly careful, even in a time of crisis,
of describing their actions in an accu-

rate manner” and that ‘‘inaccurate
statements could have unintended
long-term consequences that could

damage the trust that the American
people have in their government.”” Un-
fortunately, the real damage has al-
ready been done. The American people
continually put their trust in high-
ranking Federal officials to do what is
best for the good of the people in our
country. However, the reality is that
most Americans, including the major-
ity of my constituents in the Sixth
Congressional District of Florida, were
already and still continue to be out-
raged by the $700 billion bailout of Wall
Street.

Finding out that they were also mis-
led about the rationale and the criteria
in which the Treasury Department, the
Federal Reserve and other Federal reg-
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ulators selected Bank of America and
eight other institutions to be the first
recipients of taxpayer-funded TARP
money does nothing to lessen the con-
cern or infuse confidence into the fu-
ture decision surrounding financial
regulatory reform. Many Americans
these days feel like Washington is the
problem, not the solution. This is an
unfortunate perception that must be
changed. Trust in our Federal regu-
lators must be restored in the Amer-
ican people’s minds for, as Thomas Jef-
ferson once said, ‘‘Follow truth as the
only safe guide and eschew error, which
bewilders us in one false consequence
after another.”

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 48
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

——
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. RICHARDSON) at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

Pastor Greg Schannep, Faith Fellow-
ship, Fort Hood, Texas, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

As a Christian pastor, it is an honor
to be here to pray for you in the name
of my Lord, Jesus Christ.

President Abraham Lincoln said, “I
have been driven many times upon my
knees by the overwhelming conviction
that I had nowhere else to go. My own
wisdom, and that of all about me,
seemed insufficient for that day.”

Dear God, we pray for our President
today and for his wisdom and for the
wisdom of those about him. May they
know Your grace is sufficient for this
day.

We pray for the Members of the
House of Representatives, their staffs
and their families.

We ask that they be men and women
of strong character with sound moral-
ity, and people of principle who share a
strong vision of a godly Nation with a
bright future.

We pray that our leaders will lead
with compassion and love, and be for-
ever aware of their huge responsibility
to the people of this Nation and of
their greater responsibility to You.

We ask Your watchful care over our
men and women in uniform—especially
those in harm’s way and their families.

And, please God, Bless America.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
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last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Minnesota (Ms.
McCoLLuM) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. McCOLLUM led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

HONORING PASTOR GREGORY
SCHANNEP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. CARTER) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to talk about my friend and the
leader of the prayer here in the House
of Representatives today, Greg
Schannep. Greg Schannep actually
works for me as my regional director
and my liaison to Fort Hood. He re-
tired from the United States Army as
chief of chaplains at Fort Hood, Texas,
which is the largest military installa-
tion on Earth. He had over 90 chaplains
that worked under him.

He started off his life in the Army as
an enlisted man, ended up his career
after 2 years in the Army as a Special
Forces sergeant. Then the Lord called
him, and after going back to school and
becoming a minister, he served 28 years
in the United States Army as a chap-
lain. That totals 30 years of active duty
as a soldier for the United States.

He’s worked for me almost 5 years—
it will be 5 years in January—as my li-
aison to the military and as a regional
director on our behalf.

Greg is a family man. He’s got a
beautiful wife and wonderful kids: Me-
lissa, Sarah, Alison, Amy, James and
Samantha. His hobbies are golf and
grandchildren, of which he has four.
And he has just recently—in fact, with-
in the last 6 weeks—he has decided to
start another church and come out of
retirement and become a full-time
builder of a church, and he started a
church in Bell County known as Faith
Fellowship. I went to the first service
that Chaplain Schannep performed as
Pastor Schannep, and he did a pretty
darn good job.

He is a loved member of our commu-
nity, and I am proud to call him my
friend.

——
COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 5, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Oc-
tober 5, 2009, at 9:37 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 42.

That the Senate agreed to S. Con. Res. 43.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, October 6, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on Oc-
tober 6, 2009, at 9:42 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3663.

That the Senate passed S. 251.

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 178.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bill was signed by the Speaker
on Friday, October 2nd, 2009:

S. 1707, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal years 2010 through 2014 to pro-
mote an enhanced strategic partner-
ship with Pakistan and its people, and
for other purposes.

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
THE RONALD REAGAN CENTEN-
NIAL COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 4 of the Ronald Reagan
Centennial Commission Act of 2009
(P.L. 111-25), and the order of the House
of January 6, 2009, the Chair announces
the Speaker’s appointment of the fol-
lowing Members of the House to the
Ronald Reagan Centennial Commis-
sion:

Mr. FOSTER, Illinois

Mr. MOORE, Kansas

———
CONCERN WITH HEALTH CARE RE-

FORM MIRRORS CONCERN WITH
BIG GOVERNMENT

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, the American people
are not in favor of a government take-
over of their health care. They have a
real and legitimate concern about giv-
ing Washington power over something
S0 personal.

The American people are not just
concerned about Big Government in-
trusion; they’re concerned that the
government has already grown too big,
too powerful, and too costly. Senior
citizens will be squeezed, and the Na-
tional Federation of Independent Busi-
ness—the voice of small business—
warns 1.6 million jobs will be lost.
There remains a massive and growing
debt threatening to devalue the dollar
as it is kicked to future generations.

We must not sacrifice another part of
our society to the control of govern-
ment. Let’s pursue targeted reforms to
make health insurance portable, af-
fordable, and available across State
lines for families and small businesses
regardless of preexisting conditions.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

THE NEW YORK TIMES IS OUT OF
TOUCH WITH REALITY, AGAIN

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
the New York Times has again lost
touch with reality. In its latest immi-
gration-related editorial, it actually
refers to illegal immigrants as ‘‘would-
be Americans.”” Never mind many
illegals don’t want to be Americans but
just want the benefits of being here.
And what an insult to the millions of
jobless U.S. citizens and legal immi-
grant workers in our country and the
millions of ‘‘would-be legal immi-
grants” who don’t violate the law to
come here.

The Times, in its elitist mentality,
suggests that it is wrong for a company
to fire 1,800 illegal workers in the
United States. The Times forgot it’s
wrong for the company to knowingly
hire 1,800 illegal immigrants in the
first place, and it’s wrong that the gov-
ernment did not arrest and deport
them and then arrest the employer.
Taking 1,800 illegal workers out of the
workforce opens jobs for citizens and
legal immigrants, as we have seen be-
fore.

Apparently, the New York Times
cares more about illegal immigrants
who violate the law than unemployed
American workers who are looking for
jobs.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

GALLUP POLL FINDS AMERICANS
DON'T TRUST MEDIA
(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, by overwhelming margins, Ameri-
cans say they do not trust the national
media and that the media are too lib-
eral, according to a new Gallup poll.
Gallup found that just 1 in 10 Ameri-
cans have a ‘‘great deal of confidence
in the media to report the news fully,
accurately, and fairly.”

By a margin of 3-1, Americans said
the media are too liberal rather than
too conservative. Even most Demo-
crats describe the media as ‘‘too lib-
eral” rather than ‘‘too conservative.”

This is the third poll released in the
last month that has found Americans
don’t trust the media. The national
media should recognize Americans’ dis-
trust and report the facts, not tell
them what to think.

————
WHAT HAPPENED TO AUGUST?

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, what happened
to August? August seems to have been
lost in the Democratic Caucus; August
seems to have been lost with the Demo-
cratic leadership; August seems to
have been wiped out at the White
House.

If you listen to the discussions that
are taking place now about the health
care bill that may be presented to us,
there’s something left out: it’s the
voice of the people that we heard in
August. They told us loudly and clear-
ly they did not want a public option.
They told us loudly and clearly they
didn’t want a Democratic plan; they
didn’t want a Republican plan. No,
Madam Speaker, they want an Amer-
ican plan—one that we can all rally
around, one that takes into consider-
ation what they told us in August,
what they told us in September, and
what they’re telling us in October.

This is the U.S. House of Representa-
tives. Let us represent the people of
America.

———

HONORING STAFF SGT. ERIC
COWIN FOR HIS SERVICE

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to express my gratitude for
Pastor Dr. Robin Cowin and the con-
gregation at First Baptist Church in
Gentry, Arkansas, for the wonderful
work they are doing spreading the good
news of the Gospel. This past Sunday, I
had the pleasure of attending a service
at the church and honor the sacrifice,
service, and celebration of the home-
coming of Staff Sergeant Eric Cowin.

Serving in the Army for the last 6
years, Eric was on his second tour in
Iraq when he was injured in an IED ex-
plosion in Baghdad in June. Now he is
undergoing rehabilitation at Brooke
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Army Medical Center in San Antonio,
and is in good spirits and on the road
to recovery.

Eric is representative of so many
American soldiers who have served this
country honorably, stepping up to pro-
tect its citizens and people all around
the world. I am grateful for the sac-
rifices Eric and all of our troops are
making every day and for the hard-
ships that they, as well as their fami-
lies, face.

I wish Eric and his wife, Andrea, the
best of luck in the future. Eric, you’re
a true American hero. I ask my col-
leagues to keep Eric in their hearts and
minds as he goes through rehabilita-
tion and all of our American troops in
their thoughts and prayers.
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“WHITE COAT” MONDAY AT THE
WHITE HOUSE

(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, residents in our Nation’s Cap-
ital have been in for a real treat over
this past week. First was free T-Shirt
Day at Nationals Stadium. But it got
even better because yesterday, appar-
ently, was Free White Coat Day at the
White House.

Look at this photo. The administra-
tion is actually giving out the white
coats.

Madam Speaker, the free white coats
were for President Obama’s publicity
stunt with a handful of medical profes-
sionals, where he touted doctor support
of his health care plan.

As a practicing physician for over 30
years, I can assure the President that
the majority of physicians in this
country are for health care reform, just
not the government-run reform that he
prefers. I wish he had taken the time to
talk to the thousands of physicians
who have traveled to Washington, or
the millions of patients who attended
town hall meetings in August to share
their concerns about government-run
health care, or even the 12 Republican
physicians in this House who have con-
tacted him about a meeting to share
their concerns.

Madam Speaker, if these voices are
not enough to get his attention, maybe
my white coat will.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.
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SUPPORTING NATIONAL ADULT
EDUCATION AND FAMILY LIT-
ERACY WEEK

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 707) expressing sup-
port for designation of the week of Sep-
tember 13, 2009, as Adult Education and
Family Literacy Week, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 707

Whereas the literacy of its citizens is es-
sential for the economic well-being of the
United States, our society, and the individ-
uals who can benefit from full participation
therein;

Whereas literacy and education skills are a
prerequisite to individuals reaping the full
benefit of opportunities in the United States;

Whereas the economy and our position in
the world marketplace depend on having a
literate, skilled population;

Whereas the education skills of parents
and reading to children have a direct impact
on the educational success of their children;

Whereas, parental involvement is a key
predictor of a child’s success, the level of pa-
rental involvement increases as the edu-
cation level of the parent increases;

Whereas parents in family literacy pro-
grams become more involved in their chil-
dren’s education and gain the tools nec-
essary to obtain a job or find better employ-
ment;

Whereas, as a result, children’s lives be-
come more stable, and success in the class-
room, and in all future endeavors, becomes
more likely;

Whereas studies show that two important
factors that influence student achievement
are the mother’s education level and poverty
in the home, it is clear that if adults are not
part of the learning equation, then there is
no long-term solution to our Nation’s edu-
cation challenges;

Whereas many older people in the United
States lack the reading, math, or English
skills to read a prescription and follow med-
ical instructions, endangering their lives and
the lives of their loved ones;

Whereas many individuals who are unem-
ployed, underemployed, or receive public as-
sistance lack the literacy skills to obtain
and keep a job with a family-sustaining in-
come, continue their education, or partici-
pate in job training programs;

Whereas many high school dropouts do not
have the literacy skills to complete their
education, transition to postsecondary edu-
cation or vocational training, or become em-
ployed;

Whereas a large portion of those in prison
have low educational skills, and prisoners
without skills are more likely to return to
prison once released;

Whereas many of our Nations’ immigrants
do not have the literacy skills to succeed in
their new home country;

Whereas the National Assessment of Adult
Literacy reports that 90,000,000 adults lack
the literacy, numeracy, or English language
skills to succeed at home, in the workplace,
and in society;

Whereas National Adult Education and
Family Literacy week highlights the need
for our government to support efforts to en-
sure each and every citizen has the necessary
literacy skills to succeed at home, at work,
and in society; and

Whereas the week of October 18, 2009,
would be an appropriate date to designate as
National Adult Education and Family Lit-
eracy Week: Now, therefore, be it
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Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the designation of National
Adult Education and Family Literacy Week,
including raising public awareness about the
importance of adult education and family
literacy;

(2) encourages people across the United
States to support programs to assist those in
need of adult education and family literacy
programs; and

(3) requests that the President issue a
proclamation recognizing the importance of
adult education and family literacy pro-
grams, calling upon the Federal Govern-
ment, States, localities, schools, libraries,
nonprofit organizations, community-based
organizations, consumer advocates, institu-
tions of higher education, labor unions, and
businesses to support increased access to
adult education and family literacy pro-
grams to ensure a literate society.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. PoLis) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
Colorado.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I re-
quest b legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 707 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. POLIS. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 707, a bill
that supports the designation of the
week of October 18 as Adult Education
and Family Literacy Week.

Adult education and family literacy
programs provide millions of Ameri-
cans with the skills they need to lead
productive lives, boost their academic
achievements, and engage in the work-
force and earn a living. Adult Edu-
cation and Family Literacy Week rec-
ognizes the impact that adult edu-
cation and family literacy programs
have on our Nation’s adult learners and
their families in the next generation.

According to the National Assess-
ment of Adult Literacy, there are ap-
proximately 90 million adults nation-
wide who lack the literacy skills to
reach their full potential. Approxi-
mately 30 million of these individuals
are at the lowest rudimentary levels of
literacy.

Adult education programs work with
these individuals as well as new immi-
grants striving to learn English, to
help them gain and retain jobs, transi-
tion to postsecondary education or a
training program, read to their own
children, and fully participate in their
own education and obtain the English
language skills necessary to succeed in
their new home country. These pro-
grams emphasize basic skills such as
reading, writing, math, English lan-
guage competency, and problem-solv-
ing techniques.

It is important to recognize that the
supply of adult education and family
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literacy services has lagged signifi-
cantly behind the growing demand. In
my home State of Colorado, an esti-
mated 585,000 adults, or 18 percent of
the State’s population over 16 years of
age, have not attained a high school di-
ploma or equivalent and are not en-
rolled in school. Yet in school year
2007-2008, adult literacy programs have
provided slots for less than 15,000 indi-
viduals, 79 percent of whom were be-
tween the ages of 19 and 44. More than
half of the participants were unem-
ployed, and more than two in three of
those served were Latino.

At over 100 sites around the State,
our critical programs provide adult
basic education, adult secondary edu-
cation and English as a second lan-
guage to Colorado’s most-in-need popu-
lation, helping adult learners and their
families to break the cycle of illiteracy
and move toward self-sufficiency. In
the 2007-2008 school year, 2,500 students
earned their high school diploma or
GED and almost 10,000 adults received
English as a second language services.

Family literacy programs work with
parents without a high school diploma
or GED and their young children to
help break cycles of illiteracy and pov-
erty that plague some of our Nation’s
most vulnerable families. Most impor-
tantly, they provide parents with the
knowledge and skills they need to be
their child’s first and most important
teacher and role model and to be full
participants in their child’s education.
For children, family literacy programs
help ensure that they start school
ready to learn and on an equal footing
with their peers.

In Colorado’s Second Congressional
District, which I have the honor of
serving, the Boulder Valley Family
Literacy Program, in partnership with
the Boulder Valley School District, op-
erates a high-quality adult and family
literacy program for low-level literacy
adult learners and limited English
speakers, both adults and children; 160
learners and families attend the pro-
gram together, interacting in literacy
activities as they learn. Parents par-
ticipate in English classes or GED
preparation and learn more about the
public school system offers and how
best to support their child. School-
children receive homework tutoring
and enrichment, and preschool children
learn the skills they need to start their
formal education.

Also in my district, the Colorado
Mountain College has several satellite
campuses serving 2,300 students. Most
of their learners are ESL students, and
their goal is to provide them with a
pathway to college wherever possible.

Effective adult education and family
literacy programs improve adults’ lives
by helping them develop a basic yet
strong understanding of the English
language. These skills lead to jobs,
workforce readiness, higher education
and successful outcomes in life. Fur-
thermore, adult literacy contributes to
self-sufficiency for adults and families
across the Nation.
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Again, I want to express my strong
support for this resolution. I urge my
colleagues to endorse this measure by
voting ‘‘yes.”

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of the resolu-
tion before us, House Resolution 707,
expressing support for the designation
of the Adult Education and Family Lit-
eracy Week.

According to a June 2008 report of the
National Commission on Adult Lit-
eracy, among the 30 OECD free-market
countries, the U.S. is the only Nation
where young adults are less educated
than the previous generation. In the
current U.S. labor force, more and
more workers are required to have at
least some postsecondary education or
occupational training. By one set of
measures, more than 88 million adults
have at least one major educational
barrier: no high school diploma, no col-
lege degree or English-as-a-second-lan-
guage needs. Because of these edu-
cational barriers, a number of working-
age adults may fall behind in their ef-
forts to get higher-wage jobs or to
qualify for the college courses or job
training that will help them advance in
their current jobs.

Studies also show that two impor-
tant factors that influence student
achievement are a mother’s education
level and poverty in the home. Parents
in family literacy programs may be-
come more involved in their children’s
education and gain the tools necessary
to obtain a job or find better employ-
ment.

The National Assessment of Adult
Literacy reports that 90 million adults
lack the literacy, numeracy or English
language skills to succeed at home, in
the workplace and in society. By desig-
nating an Adult Education and Family
Literacy Week, we can encourage peo-
ple across the United States to support
programs to assist those in need of
adult education and family literacy
programs.

I stand in support of designating Na-
tional Adult Education and Family
Literacy Week in order to raise public
awareness about the importance of
adult education and of family literacy.

I ask for my colleagues’ support.

I yield such time as she may consume
to my colleague from Tennessee, MAR-
SHA BLACKBURN.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
I do rise in support of Adult Education
and Family Literacy Week.

I would like to begin by quoting one
of my predecessors, a former Member
from Tennessee who, while often my
friends from Texas like to claim him as
theirs, I think he was ours first, and
that is Sam Houston. Congressman
Houston said, ‘““The benefits of edu-
cation and of useful knowledge, gen-
erally diffused through a community,
are essential to the preservation of a
free government.”’

This week is our opportunity to en-
hance the preservation of that liberty
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by turning a very careful eye to adult
education and family literacy. As I
have before in this Chamber, I would
like to highlight the accomplishments
of my friend and constituent, Gretchen
Wilson.

Gretchen was one of 43 million Amer-
ican adults who had not completed
high school. Inspired by her young
daughter, she earned her high school
degree later in life. She knew that lit-
eracy was more than just knowing how
to read and write. After all, she was al-
ready a Grammy Award winning artist.
Literacy is also the implementation of
that skill which empowers people with
worlds of new information. It is the
spark that ignites curiosity.

Gretchen knew how precious that
spark of curiosity could be. The chil-
dren of parents who have not com-
pleted high school are far more likely
to drop out themselves. Indeed, chil-
dren’s literacy levels are strongly
linked to the educational levels of
their parents, especially to the levels
of their mothers. Gretchen knew that
her education was also her daughter’s
education.

In so many cases like Gretchen Wil-
son’s, that spark of curiosity has grown
into a desire to give back. She, like so
many others who have benefited from
adult education, now works to expand
that benefit to others.

I will close by quoting Thomas Jef-
ferson, whose words on the matter are
more eloquent than mine could ever be,
and he stated, ‘‘Enlighten the people
generally, and tyranny and oppression
of body and mind will vanish like evil
spirits at the dawn of day.”

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to express my support for H. Res. 707 and for
designating the week of September 13, 2009
as Adult Education and Family Literacy Week.

| commend Representative JARED POLIS,
sponsor of the resolution, and the House Edu-
cation and Labor Committee for recognizing
the importance of literacy among adults and
families, particularly in relation to the eco-
nomic well being of these individuals.

Having been an educator for over 30 years,
| am keenly aware that education and literacy
are crucial to helping individuals achieve eco-
nomic success. It has been shown that paren-
tal involvement is a key indicator to a child’s
success, and parental engagement increases
as educational attainment increases.

Sadly, however, many over 90 million adults
in the United States lack the literacy,
numeracy, or English language skills needed
to succeed at home, in the workplace, and in
society. These adults are unable to be in-
volved in their children’s education, which per-
petuates the cycle of illiteracy.

Of this group, here are still over 54.8 million
people who speak a language other than
English at home. According to the Census Bu-
reau, between 2000 and 2005, the native-born
Limited English Proficient population nearly
doubled, and it is increasing at a higher rate
than the immigrant population. In spite of this
growth, there continue to be 1- to 3-year
waitlists for English literacy education in many
areas, leaving employers and communities
with opportunities to invest in the education of
their workforce.
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As we work to address adult education and
family literacy, we remember the need to ex-
tend literacy and education programs to new
populations to help them fully integrate into
our society. To help achieve this goal, | intro-
duced H.R. 3249, the Strengthen and Unite
Communities with Civics Education and
English Skills Act of 2009. H.R. 3249 seeks to
provide individuals with civics education and
basic education programs and assist local
communities in this integration process
through impact aid and community-based so-
lutions. This legislation will also provide busi-
nesses with tax credits for providing English-
as-a-second-language programs to their em-
ployees, incentivize teachers with tax credits
when they teach English Language Learners,
and authorize more funding for such instruc-
tion.

| urge all of my colleagues to support H.
Res. 707 and the laudable goal of designating
the week of September 13, 2009 as Adult
Education and Family Literacy Week. The res-
olution encourages people across the United
States to support programs to assist those in
need of adult education and family literacy
programs, and | urge my colleagues to do so
not only by supporting the resolution, but also
by supporting the Strengthen and Unite Com-
munities with Civics Education and English
Skills Act of 2009, which would forge produc-
tive dialogues in our country about newcomers
and provide real and concrete solutions to our
communities by giving them the means and
resources to help families learn English and
integrate into U.S. society.

Mr. WAMP. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 707, which seeks to designate
the week of September 13, 2009, as National
Adult Education and Family Literacy Week
and to raise the awareness of adult literacy
programs. | am also a cosponsor of this reso-
lution.

Education spans from conception to the
grave. Earning a high-school diploma makes
people better qualified for the work force, for
raising a family, and for improving their stand-
ard of living. For those who were unable to
complete their education in their youth, adult
education programs can provide a second
chance.

Unfortunately, according to a 2005 study by
the National Assessment of Adult Literacy, 45
percent of all adults function below the high
school reading level. For these adults, it is
much harder to get a good job that can sus-
tain them or their family. Sadly, when faced
with this reality, some adults turn to crime.
The more than 1 million incarcerated adults in
the Nation had lower average literacy scores
than adults in households on nearly every
comparable scale—age, gender, and ethnicity.

The inability to read not only affects individ-
uals’ lives but also the lives of their family.
Children of parents who are unemployed and
have not completed high school are five times
more likely to drop out than children of em-
ployed parents. In turn, parents who can read
are more likely to be employed full time and
receive a higher income. When parents can
read, especially the mother, they will be more
involved in their children’s lives. They will read
to their children and discuss school topics.

The importance of education and the ability
to read doesn’t end with the family. Its benefit
also helps improve the community and even
saves us all money in the long run. Putting
that 2005 study into real terms, 93 million
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adults can’t read or follow medical instructions.
Individuals with limited literacy skills are more
likely to have chronic conditions and are less
able to manage them effectively or be aware
of preventive care. These individuals will make
greater use of emergency room and hospital
services and less use of services designed to
prevent health complications. Greater use of
the emergency room raises health care costs
for all of us.

In addition, American businesses lose more
than $60 billion in productivity each year due
to employees’ basic skill deficiencies. For our
country to remain competitive in the global
market place, more and more jobs will require
advanced skills, and public schools produce
only 2 percent of the workforce annually. With-
out adult education programs, important jobs
could go unfilled holding back development or,
worse yet, the jobs will go abroad to other na-
tions.

Madam Speaker, literacy and education
benefit so many aspects of our lives. | encour-
age my colleagues in the House to support
this resolution and to raise the awareness of
adult and family education programs.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in support of H. Res. 707
“Expressing support for designation of the
second week of September as Adult Edu-
cation and Family Literacy Week.” The literacy
of American citizens is essential for the eco-
nomic well-being of our great Nation and |
strongly believe that families play an important
role in promoting and enabling learning at all
levels.

llliteracy is the root of many problems in our
lives today. For example, in my home district,
the 18th District of Texas approximately 68
percent of those arrested, 75 percent of wel-
fare dependants, 85 percent of dropouts, and
72 percent of the unemployed are identified as
functionally illiterate, Youth Plus. One in three
adults in the greater Houston metropolitan
area functions at the lowest level of literacy:
They are unable to read and comprehend a
menu or a street map, fill out a job application,
or read the directions on a medicine bottle, Lit-
eracy Advance of Houston. And in Texas, 85
percent of teenagers appearing in juvenile
court are functionally illiterate, Youth Plus.

No skill is more crucial to our future, nor to
a democratic and prosperous society, than lit-
eracy. Basic literacy skills are the premise of
reaching one’s full potential as an upstanding
citizen. President Lyndon B. Johnson once
said, “A book is the most effective weapon
against intolerance and ignorance,” in order
for us to utilize this priceless weapon, we must
educate our citizens.

The education skills of parents along with
reading to children have a direct impact on the
educational success of their children. Parental
involvement is an intricate part of a child’s
success and as the level of parental involve-
ment increases the education level of the par-
ent increases. Parents in family literacy pro-
grams have proven to become more involved
in their children’s education and gain the tools
necessary to obtain a job or find better em-
ployment.

Advocating literacy across America will re-
sult in children’s lives becoming more stable,
leading to higher achievement in the class-
room, and success in all future endeavors be-
comes inevitable. Studies have shown that
two important factors that influence student
achievement are the mother’'s education level
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and poverty in the home. It is clear that if
adults are not part of the learning equation,
then there is no long-term solution to our Na-
tion’s education challenges.

The National Assessment of Adult Literacy
reports that 90 million adults lack the literacy,
numeracy, or English language skills to suc-
ceed at home, in the workplace, and in soci-
ety. National Adult Education and Family Lit-
eracy week would highlight the need for our
government to support efforts to ensure each
and every citizen has the necessary literacy
skills to succeed at home, at work, and in so-
ciety. | support the designation of National
Adult Education and Family Literacy Week,
which encourages people across the United
States to support programs to assist those in
need of adult education and family literacy
programs. | call upon the Federal Govern-
ment, States, localities, schools, libraries, non-
profit organizations, community-based organi-
zations, consumer advocates, institutions of
higher education, labor unions, and busi-
nesses to support increased access to adult
education and family literacy programs to en-
sure a literate society.

Mr. POLIS. Does the gentleman from
Wisconsin have any additional speak-
ers?

Mr. PETRI. I have no additional
speakers and yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. POLIS. I yield back the remain-
der of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
PoLis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 707, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

SUPPORTING CAMPUS FIRE
SAFETY MONTH

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 167) expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives
supporting the goals and ideals of Cam-
pus Fire Safety Month, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 167

Whereas each year, States across the Na-
tion formally proclaim September as Cam-
pus Fire Safety Month;

Whereas since January 2000, at least 129
people including students, parents, and chil-
dren, have died in student housing fires,
many of which were preventable;

Whereas over 80 percent of these deaths
have occurred in off-campus occupancies;

Whereas a majority of the students across
the Nation live in off-campus occupancies;
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Whereas a number of fatal fires have oc-
curred in buildings where the fire safety sys-
tems have been compromised or disabled by
the occupants;

Whereas it is recognized that automatic
fire alarm systems provide the necessary
early warning to occupants and the fire de-
partment of a fire so that appropriate action
can be taken;

Whereas it is recognized that automatic
fire sprinkler systems are a highly effective
method of controlling or extinguishing a fire
in its early stages, protecting the lives of a
building’s occupants;

Whereas many students are living in off-
campus occupancies, Greek housing, and res-
idence halls that are not adequately pro-
tected with automatic fire sprinkler systems
and automatic fire alarm systems;

Whereas it is recognized that fire safety
education is an effective method of reducing
the occurrence of fires and reducing the re-
sulting loss of life and property damage;

Whereas students are not routinely receiv-
ing effective fire safety education through-
out their entire college career;

Whereas it is vital to educate the future
generations of our Nation about the impor-
tance of fire safety behavior so that these be-
haviors can help to ensure their safety dur-
ing their college years and beyond; and

Whereas by developing a generation of
firesafe adults, future loss of life from fires
can be significantly reduced: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Campus
Fire Safety Month;

(2) encourages administrators and munici-
palities across the country to provide edu-
cational programs to all students during
September and throughout the school year;
and

(3) encourages administrators and munici-
palities to evaluate the level of fire safety
being provided in both on- and off-campus
student housing and take the necessary steps
to ensure firesafe 1living environments
through fire safety education, installation of
fire suppression and detection systems, and
the development and enforcement of applica-
ble codes relating to fire safety.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. PoLIis) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I re-
quest 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on House Res-
olution 167 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. POLIS. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 167, which
supports the goals and ideals of Cam-
pus Fire Safety Month.

Madam Speaker, college campuses
host our students as they study and
provide a safe place for them to live as
they do so. But all too often we are
devastated by tragic events that take
place on campuses. The Center for
Campus Fire Safety reports that 129
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people have died in student housing
fires since January of 2000. Almost 80
percent of the fire fatalities have oc-
curred in off-campus occupancies such
as rented houses and apartments.

Common factors in a number of these
fires include lack of automatic sprin-
klers, disabled smoke alarms, careless
disposal of smoking materials, and al-
cohol consumption. In many instances,
the death of students, children and fac-
ulty members caused by campus fires
could have been easily prevented with
proper safety technology and appro-
priate fire safety student training.

As recently as 2008, fires on the cam-
puses of UCLA and Plattsburgh State
University resulted in deaths.

Fortunately, Congress has taken im-
portant steps to address these dev-
astating occurrences. The recently en-
acted Higher Education Act requires
each higher education institution to
publish an annual fire safety report
that includes mandatory supervised
fire drills, policies for evacuation and
fire training education.
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The Secretary of Education will
highlight institutions with exemplary
fire prevention procedures. As these
provisions are implemented, I hope
campuses and students alike will take
needed precautions and prevent fires in
the future.

Madam Speaker, once again, I ex-
press my support for National Campus
Fire Safety Month and thank Rep-
resentative PASCRELL for bringing this
resolution forward. I ask my colleagues
to support this measure.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H. Res. 167, a
measure to express the sense of the
House of Representatives in support of
the goals and ideals of Campus Fire
Safety Month. I would like to thank
my colleagues, the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) and the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PASCRELL), for working together to in-
troduce this important resolution.

As we continue to see the effects of
the California wildfires on the news, we
are reminded that fires can strike any-
where, at anytime, and that includes
on a college campus. September has
been designated as Campus Fire Safety
Month in an effort to remind college
campuses and their communities about
the dangers of fires on campus. This
month reminds campuses that they
need to check their fire sprinkler sys-
tems, their fire alarm and notification
systems, and train students and staff in
what to do in case of a fire on campus.

There have been a number of fire
tragedies, some fatal, on college cam-
puses in the past. It is for that reason
that Congress regularly recognizes
Campus Fire Safety Month. We also in-
cluded a provision in the Higher Edu-
cation Opportunity Act to ask colleges
and universities to report annually on
fire safety efforts. The report would in-
clude information such as a list of all
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student housing facilities and whether
or not each is equipped with a sprin-
kler system or other fire safety sys-
tem, statistics on occurrences of fires
and the injuries that occurred as a re-
sult of the fires, information on var-
ious fire safety rules and regulations,
and information about training pro-
vided to students, faculty, and staff.

Our Nation’s college students should
be able to live on campus with the con-
fidence that they will be safe in their
dorms, apartments, or other housing.
This measure will take a key step to-
ward ensuring greater awareness of
this issue.

I urge my colleagues to join in sup-
porting this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. POLIS. I would like to yield such
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PASCRELL), the sponsor of the resolu-
tion.

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Colorado
and the ranking member. I rise today
in strong support of H. Res. 167, which
recognizes the goals and ideals of the
Campus Fire Safety Month. We just
marked the start of a new school year
for many college students across this
great Nation. This is an opportunity to
teach students about the dangers that
fires pose both on and off the campus
and the steps that students can take in
order to remain safe and secure.

This year, over 27 States and the
United States Senate have recognized
the importance of Campus Fire Safety
Month. I am proud that the House will
soon join them in bringing awareness
to this critical issue.

Madam Speaker, I first became deep-
ly involved in the issue of campus safe-
ty after experiencing the aftermath of
a catastrophic fire at Seton Hall Uni-
versity in South Orange, New Jersey,
in 2000. That dorm fire Kkilled three
young freshmen—Aaron Karol, Frank
Caltabilota, and John Giunta—and it
could have been avoided. It injured 58
other students. One of those students
came from my city of Paterson, New
Jersey, Dana Christmas McCain. She
was a survivor, but the reason she got
burned so severely, she was helping
others escape the fire.

Since that tragedy, we have seen
thousands of fires rage through cam-
puses and off campuses in our colleges
and universities, killing 135 students
since January 2000. Many of these
deaths could have been prevented
through effective fire prevention edu-
cation and awareness, improved build-
ing and fire codes and legislation at the
local, State, and Federal levels. A key
to this is engaging today’s college stu-
dents, making them aware of their per-
sonal responsibility for fire safety and
the role they play in protecting them-
selves, friends, and roommates. To re-
inforce this message, the theme for
this safety month is “Fire Safety—It’s
Part of Living.”

We are making progress. We passed
the Campus Fire Safety Right-to-Know
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Act. I introduced that with Congress-
man JOE WILSON. It was signed into law
last year. Its provisions will soon go
into effect nationwide. And I can re-
member and Mr. WILSON can remember
how some colleges and universities
fought us on this. Parents have a right
to know what is going on on that cam-
pus when their children apply to that
college, whether they take it seriously
or they don’t take it seriously. We need
to require colleges and universities to
provide those same students and par-
ents with the report of the school’s
campus fire safety policies and records,
providing a powerful incentive for
them to voluntarily upgrade their safe-
ty systems and save lives.

Educating students about fire safety
during their time in school will have a
strong impact on the choices they
make in the future. That is why I am
working on new legislation that will
provide schools with the resources to
develop and deliver new and innovative
campus fire safety education programs
to their students.

On September 17, 2009, the launch of
the fifth annual National Campus Fire
Safety Month was held here on Capitol
Hill. My brother, Mr. WILSON, was
there. At that event, I met with and
spoke to a contingent of people from
across the Nation, including 20 stu-
dents from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, parents who
have lost children in campus-related
fires, fire officials, and advocates who
came together for this launch to dis-
cuss the important issues of campus
fire safety and the legislation cur-
rently moving through the Congress.
They were led by four national leaders
in campus fire safety, including Cam-
pus Fire Watch, the Congressional Fire
Services Institute, Ohio Fire Safety
Coalition, and the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

I want to commend everyone who
came to Capitol Hill and the thousands
more around the country who work
tirelessly each day to educate our stu-
dents, our sons and daughters, their
families, faculty, and staff about the
danger of fires on our college cam-
puses. Far too many families have had
to suffer the unbearable horror of los-
ing a loved one right at the beginning
of a promising life.

I will continue to work hard every
day to make our colleges safer, secure
places for future generations to learn
and to grow.

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON).

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. I
thank you for your leadership, Mr.
PETRI. I am very honored to be here.

And, Madam Speaker, I appreciate
the hard work of my long-time friend,
Congressman BILL PASCRELL of New
Jersey. His efforts will save lives. I am
also particularly grateful to be here be-
cause I know of his hard work, of a life-
time of service. I know of his persist-
ence since youth. He and my oldest
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son’s father-in-law, Dennis Miskewicz,
of Fairfield, New Jersey, were bag boys
together at an A&P food store, so I al-
ready know what a hardworking person
BILL, PASCRELL is. And truly, he is
making a difference.

I know those of us in South Carolina
particularly appreciate his efforts be-
cause our State still mourns the loss of
students from the University of South
Carolina and Clemson at the very trag-
ic fire at Ocean Isle, North Carolina.
And as we are discussing the issue of
fire safety on campus, we also should
emphasize fire safety at vacation
homes, rental homes, second homes,
the importance of acquiring battery-
operated fire detectors, fire alarms.
That can make a difference, whether
they are homes in the beaches or
mountains.

I rise today in support of this resolu-
tion to bring needed attention to cam-
pus fire safety. I am honored to join
again with the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL) in supporting H.
Res. 167, a resolution which supports
the goals and ideals of Campus Fire
Safety Month.

Last year, 33 States issued proclama-
tions declaring September as Campus
Fire Safety Month because it gives our
communities an opportunity to raise
national awareness of campus fire safe-
ty. We have an obligation to ensure
students all across the country under-
stand the danger posed by fires both on
and off campus and what they can do
to stay safe. The resolution supports
the goals and ideals of Campus Fire
Safety Month by encouraging adminis-
trators and municipalities across the
country to provide educational pro-
grams to all students during Sep-
tember and throughout the year. It en-
courages our colleges and universities
to evaluate the level of fire safety on
and off campus at their institutions
and to take the necessary steps to cre-
ate a safe learning environment.

We want to encourage the use of fire
suppression and detection systems and
help our universities and colleges de-
velop and enforce proper safety meas-
ures.

As I am sure all of my colleagues
would agree, a child’s safety is every
parent’s number one concern. Having
sent four children to college, I know
firsthand the pride we have in their
achievements. We want the best for our
children and we want to know they are
safe. No family should have to face the
tragedy of losing a daughter or son to
a fire, and we should do all we can to
provide families, students, teachers,
and school administrators with every
tool available to keep children safe.

I appreciate the opportunity to work
with my colleagues on this issue. I en-
courage my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, I have
no additional speakers, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I think
the case has been made in eloquent and
bipartisan fashion with regard to the
importance of raising awareness and
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improving practices to protect Amer-
ican children attending colleges and
universities across this country from
the risks of fires. I encourage support
of the resolution.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
PoLis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 167.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTION
OF COUNTRY MUSIC TO AMER-
ICAN LIFE AND CULTURE

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 650) recognizing
that country music has made a tremen-
dous contribution to American life and
culture and declaring country music to
be a uniquely American art form.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 650

Whereas country music was created in the
United States and its distinctive sound
makes it a uniquely American institution;

Whereas country music is rooted in the
folk traditions of the British Isles;

Whereas in the United States, those roots
became entangled with the ethnic music of
immigrants from other regions and African
slaves to create a uniquely American sound;

Whereas in 1922, a country music perform-
ance was broadcast on the radio for the first
time, and the earliest commercial recording
of country music was made, featuring the
song ‘‘Sallie Gooden’’, performed by fiddlist
A.C. “Eck” Robertson;

Whereas throughout the 1920s, the earliest
country music records and radio programs
brought the music out of the rural heartland
and into homes across the United States;

Whereas no institution is more closely as-
sociated with country music than WSM Ra-
dio’s Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, Ten-
nessee, which, since 1925, has introduced the
United States to many of the great talents of
country music through live Saturday night
performances;

Whereas two of the top selling solo artists
of all time, Elvis Presley and Garth Brooks,
are rooted in country music;

Whereas Garth Brooks, with 128,000,000
records sold, is the top selling solo artist in
United States history;

Whereas top country musician Willie Nel-
son said that country music is where ‘‘people
tell their life stories’’; and

Whereas country music continues to in-
crease in popularity in the United States and
around the world: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) declares country music to be a uniquely
American art form; and

(2) recognizes that country music should be
honored for its contributions to American
life and culture.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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Colorado (Mr.
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that Members may
have 5 legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend their
remarks and insert extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 650 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the tremendous influence that
country music has made on American
culture.

The themes invoked in country
music resonate with important Amer-
ican values such as responsibility, de-
termination, and hard work. Some
country songs foster an appreciation of
the important sacrifices made by our
men and women serving in our Armed
Forces. ““Only in America,” by Brooks
and Dunn, and ‘“Where the Stars and
Stripes and the Eagle Fly,” by Aaron
Tippin, encourage patriotism and the
pursuit of the American Dream. Other
songs, like Dolly Parton’s ‘“Nine to
Five” and Loretta Lynn’s ‘“The Pill,”
echo the struggles of rural and working
class women and have become anthems
of the women’s equality movement.

In addition to powerful patriotic
lyrics, the country music industry has
also directly supported the causes of
our Armed Forces. Portions of the pro-
ceeds from some patriotic compilations
have even gone to support the United
Service Organizations’ active duty
troops and families of fallen soldiers.

Country music is rooted in the folk
traditions of the British Isles. In the
New World, those roots meshed with
immigrant and African influences.
Many gospel, rock & roll, blues, and
pop music derives from elements origi-
nally heard in country music. Famous
artists such as Elvis Presley, Ray
Charles, and Garth Brooks were influ-
enced by the sounds and instruments of
this music.

Every stage of country’s long history
has left an imprint on the music.
Today, country is many sounds and
many styles, some as old as the fiddle
and bow, others as new as tomorrow’s
technology. But we will continue to
hear about people’s unique experiences
through what we call country music.
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Madam Speaker, once again I express
my support for this resolution, and
thank Representative STEARNS for
bringing this bill forward. I urge my
colleagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume. 1
rise today in support of House Resolu-
tion 650, recognizing that country

PoLis) and the gen-
PETRI)
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music has made a tremendous con-
tribution to American life and culture
and declaring country music to be a
uniquely American art form.

The creation of country music can be
isolated to the United States. Its ori-
gins are rooted in the multitude of
ethnicities found in the people of our
country. The traditional music of the
British Isles mingled with the music of
African slaves and several other immi-
grant groups to create the unique
sound that is country music. The new
music first became popular nationally
in the 1920s and was then called ‘‘hill-
billy music.” The first country song
was broadcast on the radio in 1922.

Since that time, numerous subgenres
have developed within country music.
Bluegrass, honky-tonk, country pop,
and gospel are just four examples of
genres that have developed within
country music. Today more than 10
subgenres of country music exist.

Since country music first became
popular in the 1920s, it has continued to
increase in popularity. In the 1930s and
1940s, it made its debut in Hollywood
movies and became even more popular.
In the 1950s and 1960s, Elvis Presley and
Johnny Cash topped the charts with
their own brands of the music. The
1970s and 1980s saw Willie Nelson and
Dolly Parton become music icons for
their roles in the popularization of
country music. Today, country music
has its own television channel, a mul-
titude of radio stations dedicated to it
in every section of the country, and its
own system of awards.

The popularity of country music has
spread beyond the United States in re-
cent years. Canada and Australia have
grown increasingly fond of the music.
But country music will always be rec-
ognized as a uniquely American art
form. I ask my colleagues to support
this resolution.

I yield such time as he may consume
to my colleague from Florida, CLIFF
STEARNS.

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. I thank my colleague,
and I thank my Democrat colleague for
recognizing this important bill, H. Res.
650. The history of this country and the
history of country-western music sort
of work together. The motto of the
United States is “E Pluribus Unum,”
meaning out of many, one. It depicts
the history and origin of this great
country. Now, my colleagues, the his-
tory of country music resembles very
similar characteristics, with the many
styles that are prevalent today. As
mentioned earlier, country music can
trace its roots all the way back to the
folk tradition of the British Isles and
the Celts of Central and Western Eu-
rope.

However, here in the United States,
early immigrants as well as African
slaves contributed to a new distinct
style that continued to develop
through the 18th and 19th centuries.
And as mentioned, in 1922, the first
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country music performance was broad-
cast on the radio, and it was a song en-
titled ‘‘Sallie Gooden’ performed by
fiddler, A.C. Robertson. It was clear at
that point that America had created a
brand new sound, and it started to take
off.

And we know that the influence of
American country music is pervasive.
Its popularity has extended beyond just
the southern part of the United States
or the Appalachian Mountains to ev-
erywhere in America, all over the
world, in fact, with large fan bases in
Canada and Australia. And there’s
many substyles of country-western
music, like bluegrass, folk and gospel.
They’ve all combined to provide a
unique instrumentation of country-
western music with powerful vocals to
create one of a kind sounds.

As mentioned, Elvis Presley was one
of these. Also Garth Brooks. I think
most households will recognize those
two names. Elvis Presley has all his
faithful fans. In fact, he’s imitated in
Las Vegas all the time, and he has a
charitable foundation that works to
provide education and care for those in
need. And of course, Garth Brooks,
with over 128 million records sold, re-
mains the top-selling solo artist in
United States history. The live per-
formances of Garth Brooks set the
standard for musicians of all styles in
all the world. He continues to use the
power of his music to help others, in
fact, performing a 2008 charity concert
to raise money for victims of the Cali-
fornia wildfires.

So having knowledge of history
makes us more appreciative of what we
have today in country-western music.
Willie Nelson states that country
music is where you tell your life sto-
ries. The history of country music is a
great story; it’s an American story. I
should know. I had the opportunity to
manage a Quality Inn, a 156-room
hotel, and we had a restaurant, and we
had a great country-western bar which
I named the Ocala Corral. We taught
the two-step dance, and I would bring
in bands every 2 weeks—and, perhaps if
it was a hot band, it would be six
weeks—from Memphis, Tennessee.

And I'd bring these talented bands
down to Ocala, Florida. We’d teach the
two-step. The number of people that’d
come in for a special band, when I hit
the right country-western music talent
correctly, would just storm the hotel.
These bands would provide wonderful
entertainment and provided a popular
spot for country-western music in
Ocala, Florida, which is the heart of
Florida, really.

So my colleagues, I rise today in
honor of country-western music, its
heritage, and hope you all join me and
celebrate the impact it’s had on our
American life.

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I would
like to inquire if the gentleman from
Wisconsin has any additional speakers.

Mr. PETRI. I do.

Mr. POLIS. I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to our
colleague from Nashville, Tennessee,
MARSHA BLACKBURN.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
I join my colleagues today in joyfully
rising in strong support of House Reso-
lution 650. The cultural and financial
impact of country music on Nashville
and indeed our State and our Nation
cannot be overstated. From the daily
recording sessions on Music Row to the
annual CMA Music Festival in June,
and the annual awards show that takes
place this month, country music is the
lifeblood of Nashville and the reason
we are affectionately known as Music
City USA.

The music industry creates employ-
ment opportunities in many industries,
including musicians, songwriters,
agents, managers, audio engineers,
public relations and promotion firms,
financial services, security, stage pro-
motion, stage production, transpor-
tation operators, and business services.
And Madam Speaker, most of these are
small businesses, and they are fueled,
not only by the love of the music, but
also by that entrepreneurial spirit that
draws so many people into the music
industry.

This vital industry maintains tens of
thousands of jobs. And it is responsible
for generating hundreds of millions of
dollars in revenue and in economic im-
pact for our local economy. The enter-
tainment product created is enjoyed
not only coast-to-coast but also around
the globe, and it plays a significant
role in our Nation’s trade products,
certainly bringing joy to hundreds of
millions of people around the world
each and every day, many of those
choosing to come to America and
choosing to come to the home of coun-
try music to visit and experience this
uniquely American art form.

So it is with great pride that I, along
with my colleagues and on behalf of my
constituents in Tennessee’s Seventh
Congressional District, rise today to
take a moment to recognize the tre-
mendous impact of country music, our
unique American art form, and to join
in asking my colleagues to join with us
in this celebration.

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I would
like to inquire if the gentleman from
Wisconsin has any additional speakers.

Mr. PETRI. I have no additional
speakers, and yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I yield
back.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
PoLis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 650.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

SUPPORTING READ FOR THE
RECORD DAY

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 741) expressing sup-
port for designation of October 8, 2009,
as national Jumpstart’s ‘“‘Read for the
Record Day,” as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 741

Whereas Jumpstart, a national early edu-
cation organization, is working to ensure
that all children in the United States enter
school prepared to succeed;

Whereas year-round, Jumpstart recruits
and trains college students and community
volunteers to work with preschool children
in low-income communities, helping them to
develop the language, literacy, and social
skills they need to succeed in school and in
life;

Whereas since 1993, Jumpstart has engaged
nearly 21,000 adults to serve almost 80,000
young children in communities across the
Nation;

Whereas Jumpstart’s Read for the Record,
presented in partnership with the Pearson
Foundation, is an annual campaign, now in
its fourth year, that brings national atten-
tion to the crisis in early education by orga-
nizing the world’s largest shared reading ex-
perience;

Whereas the goals of the campaign are to
raise national awareness about the impor-
tance of early education by engaging
1,000,000 children reading the same book on
the same day, provide books to children in
low-income households through donations
and book purchases and sponsorship, and
prepare students for school success;

Whereas Jumpstart hopes to engage more
than 1,000,000 children to read ‘‘The Very
Hungry Caterpillar’’ in this record-breaking
celebration of reading, service, and fun, all
in support of the Nation’s preschoolers; and

Whereas October 8, 2009, would be an appro-
priate date to designate as national
Jumpstart’s ‘“‘Read for the Record Day’’ be-
cause it is the date Jumpstart aims to set a
new world record for the world’s largest
shared reading experience on the same day:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the designation of ‘‘Read for
the Record Day’’;

(2) commends Jumpstart’s Read for the
Record in its fourth year; and

(3) encourages adults, including grand-
parents, parents, teachers, and college stu-
dents to come together with children of all
ages to create the world’s largest shared
reading experience to show their support for
early literacy and Jumpstart’s year-long
program working with preschool children in
low-income communities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. PoLis) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that Members may
have b legislative days during which
Members may revise and extend their
remarks and insert extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 741 into the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Resolution 741, which
supports the designation of October 8,
2009, as national Jumpstart’s ‘“‘Read
For the Record Day.”

I would like to yield 5 minutes to the
sponsor of the bill, my colleague from
the great State of Colorado, BETSY
MARKEY.

Ms. MARKEY of Colorado. Madam
Speaker, I rise today in support of one
very hungry caterpillar and the thou-
sands of children eager to hear his
story. This Thursday, October 8, marks
Read for the Record Day, a day in
which we’re striving to break the world
record for the largest shared reading
day ever. On Thursday, adults and chil-
dren all around the world will gather
to read Eric Carle’s classic book, ‘“The
Very Hungry Caterpillar,” in celebra-
tion of reading and service to preschool
children.

In my own house, it was ‘“The Polar
Express” that captivated my children’s
imaginations and hearts at an early
age. We would all snuggle up on the
couch and enter the world of ringing
bells, late-night train rides and the
North Pole. Though the days when my
three children could fit on my lap have
long since passed, the tradition of read-
ing continues. When a child is exposed
to books at an early age, it can instill
a love of reading and helps to build the
foundation for success at school.

Jumpstart is a nonprofit dedicated to
such success through early childhood
education. College students and com-
munity volunteers tutor and mentor
preschool children, empowering them
with the tools necessary to be success-
ful when they reach kindergarten.
Since its inception, Jumpstart has
worked with over 70,000 preschoolers.

Now in its fourth year, Jumpstart’s
Read for the Record Day highlights the
importance of early involvement of
adults in the lives of at-risk pre-
schoolers. Most children in low-income
communities have few, if any, age-ap-
propriate books in their homes. With-
out the necessary tools and instruc-
tions, one in three schoolchildren ar-
rives at the first day of school unpre-
pared to learn, primarily due to eco-
nomic instability. Jumpstart’s Read
for the Record campaign raises aware-
ness about the importance of early lit-
eracy by encouraging adults to serve
and read with young children. Through
the campaign, thousands of books are
distributed to young children in low-in-
come communities, and Jumpstart’s
year-round program is supported.
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My resolution, House Resolution 741,
designates October 8, 2009, as Read for
the Record Day and encourages people
of all ages to join us in reading for this
record this Thursday. I urge support of
this resolution.
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Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of the resolu-
tion before us, House Resolution 741,
expressing support for the designation
of this Thursday, October 8, 2009, as
‘“Read for the Record Day.”

Jumpstart is a national early edu-
cation organization that recruits and
trains college students and community
volunteers to work with preschool chil-
dren in low-income communities.
These volunteers help young children
to develop language, literacy and so-
cial skills. Since 1993, Jumpstart has
engaged nearly 21,000 adults to serve
almost 80,000 young children.

On Thursday, October 8, Jumpstart is
working with its partners, including
the Pearson Foundation, Walmart
Stores, Inc., American Eagle Outfit-
ters, Sodexo, Penguin Young Readers
Group, Chase, and the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons, to continue
its annual campaign to attempt to or-
ganize the world’s largest shared read-
ing experience.

In 2006, the international campaign
was created to bring preschool children
together with valued grownups to read
the same book, on the same day, in
communities all over the world. In
2008, a world record was set as nearly
700,000 readers shared the classic chil-
dren’s tale, Corduroy.

The goals of the campaign are to
raise national awareness about the im-
portance of early education. Jumpstart
is working to provide books to children
in low-income households through do-
nations, book purchases and sponsor-
ship in order to prepare more children
for school success.

On ‘“‘Read for the Record Day’ in
2009, the hope is to engage more than 1
million children to read The Very Hun-
gry Caterpillar and set a new world
record for the world’s largest shared
reading experience on the same day.
Thursday, October 8, can be a celebra-
tion of reading, service, and fun in sup-
port of the Nation’s preschoolers.

I stand in support of designating Oc-
tober 8 as ‘‘Read for the Record Day”’
in order to encourage grandparents,
parents, teachers, and students to
come together with children of all ages
to create the world’s largest shared
reading experience to show their sup-
port for early literacy.

I ask my colleagues’ support, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. POLIS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Research shows that the number of
books in a home is the single strongest
indicator of a child’s future reading
ability—setting him or her on a track
record for success in school and in life.
Unfortunately, many low-income chil-
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dren lack age-appropriate books in
their homes. With this campaign,
Jumpstart gives each participating
Jumpstart child a copy of The Very
Hungry Caterpillar for their home li-
brary. Jumpstart and its partners have
asked libraries and schools to host a
reading event so that all children can
participate on October 8, even if the
kids don’t have a copy of the official
book at home.

In addition to this campaign, numer-
ous other programs work to enhance
early childhood literary. Jumpstart
has sponsored Read Across America
Day—which encourages parents to read
to their children. Jumpstart also spon-
sors the Toys for Tots literacy program
that promotes children’s literacy while
fighting poverty.

Recognizing Read for the Record Day
encourages children, students, parents,
and teachers to show their support for
a shared reading experience. By plan-
ning a book drive, reading to children,
or volunteering with Jumpstart, we
can all play a significant role in help-
ing to educate the youth of this coun-
try.

With that, I want to thank Rep-
resentative MARKEY for introducing
this legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker. | rise before you today in support of
H. Res. 741, “Expressing support for designa-
tion of October 8, 2009, as national
Jumpstart's ‘Read for the Record Day,”” |
would like thank my colleague, Representative
MARKEY, for introducing this resolution, as well
as the co-sponsors.

As the resolution states, Jumpstart is a na-
tional early education organization, which is
working to ensure that all children in the
United States enter school prepared to suc-
ceed. Year-round, Jumpstart recruits and
trains college students and community volun-
teers to work with preschool children in low-in-
come communities, helping them to develop
the language, literacy, and social skills they
need to succeed in school and in life.

Since 1993, Jumpstart has engaged nearly
21,000 adults to serve almost 80,000 young
children in communities across the Nation.
Jumpstart's Read for the Record, presented in
partnership with the Pearson Foundation, is an
annual campaign, now in its fourth year, that
brings national attention to the crisis in early
education by organizing the world’s largest
shared reading experience.

The goals of the campaign are to raise na-
tional awareness about the importance of
early education by engaging one million chil-
dren reading the same book on the same day,
provide books to children in low-income
households through donations and book pur-
chases and sponsorship, and raise money to
help bring Jumpstart to more children to pre-
pare them for school success. Jumpstart
hopes to engage more than one million chil-
dren to read “The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ in
this record-breaking celebration of reading,
service, and fun, all in support of the Nation’s
preschoolers.

| join this body in supporting the designation
of “Read for the Record Day,” and agree that
October 8, 2009, is the date Jumpstart aims to
set a new world record for the world’s largest
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shared reading experience, and, as such, is a
perfect date for this designation.

| also join this body in commending
Jumpstart’'s Read for the Record in its fourth
year; and encouraging adults, including grand-
parents, parents, teachers, and college stu-
dents to come together with children of all
ages to create the world’s largest shared read-
ing experience to show their support for early
literacy and Jumpstart’s year-long program
working with preschool children in low-income
communities.

Mr. POLIS. I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr.
PorLis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 741, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

RECOGNIZING DYKE MARSH
WILDLIFE PRESERVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 701) to recognize
the Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve as a
unique and precious ecosystem.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 701

Whereas the Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve
on the west bank of the Potomac River just
south of Alexandria in Fairfax County is one
of the largest remaining freshwater tidal
marshes in the Greater Washington, DC,
area;

Whereas Congress expressly designated the
Dyke Marsh ecosystem for protection in 1959,
fifty years ago, under Public Law 86-41 ‘‘so
that fish and wildlife development and their
preservation as wetland wildlife habitat
shall be paramount’’;

Whereas the Honorable John D. Dingell of
Michigan, the late Honorable John P. Saylor
of Pennsylvania, and the late Homnorable
Henry S. Reuss of Wisconsin were instru-
mental in passing this legislation and in pre-
venting proposed development along the Po-
tomac River, thereby protecting the Dyke
Marsh ecosystem from further dredging, fill-
ing, and other activities incompatible with a
preserve;

Whereas Dyke Marsh is 5,000 to 7,000 years
old and is a unique natural treasure in the
national capital region, with more than 6,500
species of plants, insects, fish, birds, reptiles
and amphibians contained within an approxi-
mately 485-acre parcel;

Whereas the Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve
is a significant element in the historic char-
acter of the Mount Vernon Memorial Park-
way;

Whereas freshwater tidal marshes are rare,
and the Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve is one
of the few climax, tidal, riverine, narrow-
leafed cattail wetlands in the United States
National Park Service system;

Whereas wetlands provide ecological serv-
ices such as flood control, attenuation of
tidal energy, water quality enhancement,
wildlife habitat, nursery and spawning
grounds, and recreational and aesthetic en-
joyment;
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Whereas the Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve
serves as an outdoor laboratory for sci-
entists, educators, students, naturalists, art-
ists, photographers, and others, attracting
people of all ages; and

Whereas the Friends of Dyke Marsh is a
conservation advocacy group created in 1975
and dedicated to the preservation and res-
toration of this wetland habitat and its nat-
ural resources: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the Dyke Marsh Wildlife Pre-
serve of Fairfax County, Virginia, as a
unique and precious ecosystem that serves as
an invaluable natural resource both locally
and nationally;

(2) recognizes and expresses appreciation
for Representative John Dingell’s, Rep-
resentative John Saylor’s, and Representa-
tive Henry Reuss’s leadership in preserving
this precious natural resource;

(3) celebrates the 50th anniversary of the
Federal legislation designating the Dyke
Marsh Wildlife Preserve as a protected wet-
land habitat;

(4) expresses the need to continue to con-
serve, protect and restore this fragile habi-
tat, in which a diverse array of plants, ani-
mals and other natural resources is threat-
ened by past dredging and filling, a gradual
depletion in size, urban and suburban devel-
opment, river traffic, stormwater runoff,
poaching, and non-native invasive species;
and

(5) commends the Friends of Dyke Marsh
for its longstanding commitment to pro-
moting conservation and environmental
awareness and stewardship, so that the Dyke
Marsh Wildlife Preserve may be enjoyed by
generations for the next 50 years and into
the future.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gentle-
men from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker,
this year marks the 50th anniversary of
the Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve, one
of the largest remaining freshwater
tidal marshes in the greater Wash-
ington, D.C. area. Established in 1959
under the leadership of Representatives
DINGELL, Saylor, and Reuss, this pre-
serve provides habitat for more than
6,600 species of plants and animals
along the Potomac River.

Freshwater tidal marshes are rare
ecosystems providing ecological serv-
ices and serving as an outdoor labora-
tory for scientists, educators, students,
artists, birdwatchers, and many others
to enjoy this unique and valuable envi-
ronment.

I commend Congressman JIM MORAN
of Virginia for introducing this resolu-
tion, and I urge its passage.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in support of H.R. 701 that has
been offered by my colleague from Vir-
ginia (Mr. MORAN). Fifty years ago,
Congress designated Dyke Marsh, a
section of the Potomac River shore in
northern Virginia, as a wildlife pre-
serve. It is appropriate that we take
time today to recognize the 50th anni-
versary of that act because the marsh
provides not only a great recreational
setting for joggers, bike riders and
birders, but also a place where people
from a largely urban background can
experience close up this example of the
dynamic and resilient natural shore-
line marshes provide.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the sponsor of this resolution, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. MORAN).

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. I thank my
friend and colleague very much.

Madam Speaker, this resolution rec-
ognizes Dyke Marsh. It has been
around for 5,000 to 7,000 years. It is a
unique freshwater tidal marsh. But it
also recognizes someone who may not
have been around for 5,000 years, but
has been around for 50 years, and that
is our very distinguished colleague,
JOHN DINGELL, who introduced the res-
olution 50 years ago to preserve Dyke
Marsh as a habitat for wildlife and fish
and the ecosystem in the Washington
metropolitan area.

I want to note that my colleague in
the United States Senate, Senator JIM
WEBB, last week introduced a com-
panion piece, Senate Resolution 297,
which also recognizes this significant
milestone.

In 1959, this body passed legislation
that designated Fairfax County’s Dyke
Marsh as a protected ecosystem for the
purpose of promoting fish and wildlife
development and preserving their nat-
ural habitat. Now, at the time, Dyke
Marsh was being dredged for commer-
cial purposes. They were going deeper
and deeper to get gravel. They were ru-
ining the ecosystem.

For those who live in the Washington
metropolitan area or may be visiting
the Washington metropolitan area, if
you go down the George Washington
Parkway toward Mount Vernon, right
after the city of Alexandria, you will
see Dyke Marsh. Belle Haven Marina is
there.

Dyke Marsh is about 500 acres. It’s
preserved. It’s a beautiful area. You
can see bald eagles; you can see great
blue herons. You can see snapping tur-
tles; a whole lot of bullfrogs. There
aren’t a lot of places left in the Wash-
ington area where you can see this un-
less you go to the zoo.

But these creatures—the fish, the
wildlife, and even the plants, some of
which are rare, are in their natural
habitat because of Chairman DINGELL’S
efforts. He got together with John
Saylor from Pennsylvania—my friend
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Mr. SHUSTER knows him, as did Mr.
SHUSTER’s father—and the late Chair-
man Henry Reuss of Wisconsin. The
three of them got together and they
got this legislation through that
stopped the dredging of Dyke Marsh,
and it has been preserved to this day.
Whether we can expand it and even re-
store it more to its natural habitat, I
don’t know. But I know because of this
legislation we’re at least going to be
able to preserve what we have.

As the gentlelady suggested, it has
over 6,500 species of plants and ani-
mals, some of which are threatened or
endangered. It enhances water quality,
stems shoreline erosion, and creates an
aesthetic and recreational escape for
people of all ages.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
recognizing the significance of Dyke
Marsh, in reaffirming our commitment
generally to protecting our Nation’s
ecosystems, and in honoring three gi-
ants of the Congress—JOHN DINGELL,
John Saylor, and Henry Reuss—whose
leadership and commitment to envi-
ronmental stewardship were instru-
mental in the Dyke Marsh’s preserva-
tion.

I also want to recognize Ann Toohey,
who has done the research and staff
support on this. I want to express ap-
preciation to my colleague, Congress-
man GERRY CONNOLLY, whose district is
just to the south of Dyke Marsh, but
who was the Chair of the Fairfax Coun-
ty Board when Fairfax County made
the especially important efforts to pre-
serve Dyke Marsh.

Again, I urge passage of this bill.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise to salute my colleagues Congress-
man JOHN DINGELL and Congressman JiM
MORAN for their support of a rare natural and
national treasure in Northern Virginia, the
Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve.

In 1959 Congress passed legislation to
make this wetland ecosystem a National Park
unit, which was introduced by Congressmen
DINGELL, John Saylor and Henry Reuss. Con-
gressman MORAN has introduced H. Res. 701,
of which | am a proud cosponsor, to recognize
their efforts and the 50th anniversary of Dyke
Marsh.

The Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve, just
south of Alexandria on the Virginia shoreline
of the Potomac River, is a rare, 485-acre
freshwater, tidal wetland in suburban northern
Virginia, just north and east of my district. |
was proud to represent this Wildlife Preserve
during my tenure as Chairman of the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors. The marsh is
5,000 to 7,000 years old and is one of the
most significant temperate, tidal, freshwater,
riverine marshes in the National Park system.
It is a remnant of the tidal wetlands that once
lined the Potomac River.

Congress designated Dyke Marsh as a na-
ture preserve “so that fish and wildlife devel-
opment and their preservation as wetland wild-
life habitat shall be paramount.” Today it has
360 known species of plants, 6,000 arthro-
pods, 38 fish, 16 reptiles, 14 amphibians and
over 300 birds.

“Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve is a wonder-
fully complex ecosystem,” says Georgetown
Biology Professor Dr. Edd Barrows. “It may

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

have as many as 18,000 species, from bac-
teria through bald eagles.” Depending on the
time and season, visitors can see bullfrogs,
snapping turtles, great blue herons, black rat
snakes, wood ducks, red-winged blackbirds
and plants like pickerelweed, spatter-pond lily
and wild rice. It is an important outdoor class-
room for students of all ages and a laboratory
for many area scientists.

Like all wetlands, Dyke Marsh provides eco-
logical services including flood control, water
quality enhancement, habitat, fish nursery, and
shoreline stabilization.

| commend Congressman DINGELL for his vi-
sion, and Congressman MORAN for his com-
mitment to preserving this ecological gem. |
have been and will continue to be a proud
supporter of the Dyke Marsh Wildlife Preserve.

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I,
again, urge Members to support this
resolution, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 701.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

SUPPORTING NATIONAL
ESTUARIES DAY

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 710) supporting
the goals and ideals of ‘‘National Estu-
aries Day”’.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 710

Whereas the estuary regions of the United
States comprise a significant share of the
national economy, with 43 percent of the
population, 40 percent of employment, and 49
percent of economic output located in such
regions;

Whereas coasts and estuaries contribute
more than $800,000,000,000 annually in trade
and commerce to the Nation’s economy;

Whereas more than 43 percent of all adults
in the United States visit a sea coast or estu-
ary at least once a year to participate in

some form of vrecreation, generating
$8,000,000,000 to $12,000,000,000 in revenue an-
nually;

Whereas more than 28,000,000 jobs in the
United States are supported through com-
mercial and recreational fishing, boating,
tourism, and other coastal industries that
rely on healthy estuaries;

Whereas estuaries provide vital habitat for
countless species of fish and wildlife, includ-
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ing many that are listed as threatened or en-
dangered;

Whereas estuaries provide critical eco-
system services that protect human health
and public safety, including water filtration,
flood control, shoreline stabilization and
erosion prevention, and protection of coastal
communities during extreme weather events;

Whereas 55,000,000 acres of estuarine habi-
tat have been destroyed over the last 100
years;

Whereas bays once filled with fish and oys-
ters have become dead zones filled with ex-
cess nutrients, chemical wastes, and harmful
algae;

Whereas sea level rise is accelerating the
degradation of estuaries by submerging low-
lying lands, eroding beaches, converting wet-
lands to open water, exacerbating coastal
flooding, and increasing the salinity of estu-
aries and freshwater aquifers;

Whereas in the Coastal Zone Management
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1451 et seq.), Congress
found and declared that it is national policy
to preserve, protect, develop, and where pos-
sible, to restore or enhance, the resources of
the Nation’s coastal zone, including estu-
aries, for current and future generations;

Whereas estuary restoration efforts cost-
effectively restore natural infrastructure in
local communities, helping to create jobs
and reestablish the natural functions of estu-
aries that yield countless benefits;

Whereas 62.3 percent of habitat restoration
funds of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA) under the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
(Public Law 111-5) were awarded to projects
in estuaries, and 90 percent of the total
NOAA habitat restoration funding under
such Act will benefit estuaries; and

Whereas September 26, 2009, has been des-
ignated ‘‘National Estuaries Day’” to in-
crease awareness among all citizens, includ-
ing local, State, and Federal officials, about
the importance of healthy estuaries and the
need to protect them: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of ‘“Na-
tional Estuaries Day’’;

(2) acknowledges the importance of estu-
aries to the Nation’s economic well-being
and productivity;

(3) recognizes the persistent threats that
undermine the health of the Nation’s estu-
aries;

(4) applauds the work of national and com-
munity organizations and public partners to
promote public awareness, protection, and
restoration of estuaries; and

(5) reaffirms its support for estuaries, in-
cluding the preservation, protection, and res-
toration thereof, and expresses its intent to
continue working to protect and restore the
estuaries of the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have b5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.
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Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker,
National Estuaries Day was established
in 1988 and is an annual celebration
highlighting the need to protect our
Nation’s estuaries. Estuaries provide
vital habitat for countless fish and
wildlife species and contribute signifi-
cantly to our economy through com-
merce and recreation. National Estu-
aries Day was celebrated on September
26 with numerous activities nation-
wide, from canoe trips in Washington
to photography contests in Florida.

This annual public awareness cam-
paign informs our citizens about their
connection to these critical places and
why these ecosystems need to be pre-
served, protected, and restored. I com-
mend Congresswoman CASTOR from
Florida for introducing this resolution,
and I urge its passage.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

The gentlelady from Guam has suffi-
ciently explained the resolution, sup-
porting the goals of National Estuaries
Day. As we all know, estuaries are an
important component to many species
of birds, fish, and mammals. They rely
on the estuaries for food, spawning,
and other lifecycle needs. Estuaries
also provide many people with rec-
reational opportunities, from bird-
watching to fishing and many boating
activities. Finally, estuaries provide us
with critical flood control, protecting
coastal communities during severe
storms. I support the resolution and
urge my colleagues to pass it.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to express my support for H. Res. 710, a reso-
lution supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Estuaries Day.

| want to thank my colleague KATHY CASTOR
for introducing this resolution, which | have co-
sponsored. We both represent coastal districts
that are home to amazing estuarine systems
that are of great importance to our commu-
nities and constituents.

In my district, the Morro Bay National Estu-
ary is an ecological treasure.

Lagoons and wetlands that were once com-
mon along the southern California coast are
now nearly all filed and developed. But we
are fortunate that the Morro Bay Estuary has
largely survived. And we must continue to pro-
tect this natural resource.

The Estuary provides vital habitat for birds
and fish. It is an important stop-over for over
150 species of migratory birds during their an-
nual migration. And it is a critical winter home
to several other bird species. The estuary also
acts as a nursery for more than 75 percent of
commercial fish species in the area.

Since the Morro Bay Estuary was incor-
porated into the National Program in 1995, the
inspiring team of staff and volunteers has
spearheaded numerous efforts to preserve
and restore the estuary.

For example, partnering with local ranchers,
the Estuary Program has installed riparian
fencing along nearly 75,000 feet of creek to
limit cattle access. This has protected water
quality and improved riparian habitat on seven
creeks.
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The program has provided funding to the
City of Morro Bay to remove derelict vessels
before they pollute local waters and damage
habitat.

They have also established the Estuary Na-
ture Center and WaterFest, to educate the
general public about the beauty of the estuary
and its importance to water quality and con-
servation.

In addition, more than 75 dedicated volun-
teers collect and provide important water qual-
ity data for the Estuary Program each year.
These data are critical to evaluating the health
of the estuary and watershed, as well as com-
piling a plan to address problems.

Estuaries are among the richest habitats
known on earth—providing immeasurable eco-
nomic and ecological benefits. But they are
threatened by pollution and other human ac-
tivities. We must change our course and work
harder to protect them.

| urge all of my colleagues to vote in sup-
port of H. Res. 710—to recognize National Es-
tuaries Day and the community organizations
that fight to preserve these invaluable re-
sources.

Mr. SHUSTER. Having no further
speakers, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker,
having no further speakers, again, I
urge Members to support this resolu-
tion, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 710.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONORING EFFORTS TO CREATE A
FLIGHT 93 MEMORIAL

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 795) honoring
the people of Shanksville, Pennsyl-
vania, and the Flight 93 Ambassadors
for their efforts in creating the Flight
93 temporary memorial and encour-
aging the completion of the National
Park Service Flight 93 National Memo-
rial by the 10th anniversary of Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 795

Whereas, on September 11, 2001, the pas-
sengers and crew of United Flight 93 coura-
geously gave their lives, thereby thwarting a
planned attack on our Nation’s Capital;

Whereas the Flight 93 crash site is a pro-
found national symbol of American patriot-
ism and spontaneous leadership of citizen he-
roes;

Whereas the people of Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania, came together as a community to
protect the sacred ground and construct a
temporary memorial where Flight 93 crashed
on September 11th;
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Whereas the Flight 93 Ambassadors, cre-
ated by members of the Shanksville commu-
nity after the tragic events of September
11th, have exhibited selfless dedication and
leadership by preserving and recounting the
heroic story of the brave intervention of the
passengers and crew against the terrorists to
the memorial’s visitors; and

Whereas in large part due to the efforts of
the community and Flight 93 Ambassadors,
Congress authorized the creation of a perma-
nent national memorial as part of the Na-
tional Park System under Public Law 107-
226, the Flight 93 National Memorial Act:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) honors the Shanksville, Pennsylvania,
community and Flight 93 Ambassadors for—

(A) their foresight, dedication, and leader-
ship in protecting the Flight 93 temporary
memorial, the preservation and sharing of
the heroic story of the brave intervention of
the passengers and crew against terrorists;
and

(B) their efforts to establish a permanent
national memorial to Flight 93; and

(2) encourages the Secretary of the Interior
and the National Park Service to complete
the Flight 93 National Memorial, as author-
ized by the Flight 93 National Memorial Act,
by the 10th anniversary of the September
11th attacks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker,
House Resolution 795, introduced last
week by my colleague Representative
BILL. SHUSTER, honors the people of
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Eight years
ago, the town of Shanksville entered
the history books in a tragic way. But
since that dreadful day, the commu-
nity, working with the Flight 93 am-
bassadors, has protected the temporary
Flight 93 Memorial and pressed to es-
tablish a permanent national memorial
to that plane’s heroic passengers.

House Resolution 795, Madam Speak-
er, recognizes those valiant efforts and
encourages the Secretary of the Inte-
rior and the National Park Service to
complete the Flight 93 National Memo-
rial by the 10th anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks.

Madam Speaker, we support this res-
olution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I thank the gentlelady from Guam
for her support on resolution 795. On
the morning of September 11, 2001,
United Airlines Flight 93 was hijacked
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by al Qaeda terrorists, but their evil
plan was heroically derailed when the
brave passengers and crew aboard that
flight performed the first counter-
attack in the war on terror. They
fought back. They sacrificed their lives
so that others could live.

Madam Speaker, today we have a
pretty good idea of what the terrorists
intended to use Flight 93 for, an attack
on Washington, D.C., and most likely
the Capitol Building itself. The fact
that the passengers and the crew ulti-
mately crashed Flight 93 in
Shanksville saved the lives of hun-
dreds, if not thousands, of tourists,
staff and Members of Congress who
were in the building on that day. I was
in the Capitol Complex that morning,
and I know many of my colleagues
serving today were here and are grate-
ful for the passengers and crew of
Flight 93.

The complete sacrifice made by those
brave men and women who did an ex-
traordinary thing in the face of an ex-
traordinary circumstance deserves to
be remembered and honored. Since that
fateful day 8 years ago, the hallowed
ground of the crash site has been vis-
ited by thousands of Americans from
across the country to pay tribute to
the memory of those extraordinary
Americans.

Since the attacks, the people of
Shanksville and Somerset County have
come together to protect the crash site
and welcome visitors to their commu-
nity. Along with the Flight 93 ambas-
sadors, tremendous progress has been
made toward establishing a permanent
memorial at the crash site, ensuring
that their heroic story lives on and in-
spires current and future generations
of Americans.

Eight years have passed since the 9/11
attacks, and we are encouraged by the
progress that has been made towards
completing the official national memo-
rial to Flight 93. I am proud to sponsor
this resolution which calls on the Sec-
retary of the Interior to complete the
congressionally authorized memorial
in Shanksville by the 10th anniversary
of 9/11.

While we will never be able to repay
the heroes of that infamous day, it is
our hope that with this memorial,
their sacrifice will be permanently re-
corded, and the site of their passing
will forever be guarded for all to pay
tribute.

I appreciate the opportunity to offer
this resolution, and again, I thank my
colleagues for their support.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
HoLT).

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Guam.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 795. This legislation of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania honors the
people of Shanksville, Pennsylvania,
and the Flight 93 ambassadors for cre-
ating a temporary memorial for the
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passengers of United Flight 93 and
urges the National Park Service to
complete a national memorial.

The men and women onboard Flight
93 prevented a fourth attack on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, against American citi-
zens. Arming themselves with what-
ever they could find, they prevented
the hijackers from mounting a poten-
tially disastrous attack on a target in
Washington, D.C. Without their sac-
rifice, it’s very possible that many of
us and the building in which we stand
would not be here today. It’s almost
certain that many other innocent civil-
ians would have died.

Of those brave souls onboard Flight
93, 18 of them were from New Jersey,
including two from the 12th Congres-
sional District, which I have the privi-
lege to represent. One of those heroes
was Todd Beamer, a respected business-
man from Cranbury, New Jersey. He
was a man of deep religious faith, a
loving father, a caring and devoted
husband to his wife, Lisa. And it was
his famous phrase, ‘“‘Let’s roll,” that
helped inspire our Nation to meet his
high standard of shared sacrifice and to
remind Americans in those dark days
following September 11 that America
would not just survive but America
would prevail against hate and extre-
mism.

Lisa and Todd Beamer’s children
David, Drew and Morgan Kay will grow
up knowing their father’s act of valor
saved the lives of others. He will al-
ways be remembered as a hero, along
with his fellow passengers.

Richard Guadagno was another amaz-
ing passenger on Flight 93. Raised in
Trenton, Richard was the manager of
the Humboldt Bay National Wildlife
Refuge in California, a truly out-
standing person. He was on his way
back to Eureka, California, after vis-
iting his family in New Jersey and at-
tending his grandmother’s 100th birth-
day party. He too made the ultimate
sacrifice.

I have long supported and worked to
get funding for a national monument
honoring the passengers and crew of
Flight 93. People will be able to find in-
spiration as they look at this memorial
and reflect on the essence of America,
that Americans are willing to sacrifice
much to protect each other even in the
face of mortal danger. It will remind us
that this is not the last time America
will need heroes, that the survival of
American ideals depends on ordinary
people stepping out of their roles to act
in ways that are extraordinary and
courageous.

I strongly support this resolution and
urge the National Park Service to com-
plete this memorial by the 10th anni-
versary of that terrible day.

Mr. SHUSTER. Having no further
speakers, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as she may consume to
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
CASTOR).

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. I thank the
gentlewoman for yielding the time and
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commend my colleagues from Pennsyl-
vania and New Jersey for this very
thoughtful resolution. I would also like
to speak to the previous resolution
that just passed the House, estab-
lishing National Estuaries Day in rec-
ognition of these other beautiful and
valued places across our country.

Our Nation’s estuaries are essential
to our economy, jobs, our hobbies and
our culture. Estuaries are the vital
links between our coastal ecosystems.
They are the unique places where riv-
ers and oceans meet, and their irre-
placeable wetlands provide unmatched
recreational opportunities and millions
of jobs in tourism, fishing and other
coastal industries.

This is especially true in my home-
town of Tampa, Florida, where Tampa
Bay provides the lifeblood and char-
acter of my community. A significant
share of the Tampa Bay area’s econ-
omy is dependent on our healthy estu-
ary, and the same is true all across the
United States, as 28 million jobs are
supported through commercial and rec-
reational fishing, boating, tourism, and
other coastal industries. Coastal econo-
mies and estuaries contribute more
than $800 billion annually in trade and
commerce in our great country.

September 26 marked National Estu-
aries Day, an interagency campaign led
by NOAA. Since 1988, NOAA has pro-
moted the importance of estuaries and
the need to protect them. So this year
was the first time that we introduced a
resolution to recognize these impor-
tant educational and recreational
events all across the country. Events
occurred in North Carolina, in Florida,
in Louisiana, in California. These cele-
brations ranged from the planting of
seed grasses, the protection of marine
mammals and other species.

Estuary groups from across the coun-
try also met here in the Capitol with
representatives from NOAA, the Fish
and Wildlife Service and the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

Madam Speaker, Pat Conroy’s new
novel, ‘“‘South of Broad,”’ contains ele-
gant descriptions of estuaries that
speak to everyone who values their
beauty and riches. Conroy writes: ‘A
freshwater river let mankind drink and
be refreshed, but a saltwater river let
it return to first things, to moonstruck
tides, the rush of spawning fish, the
love of language felt in the rhythm of
the wasp-waisted swells.”

He says: ‘“The tide is a poem that
only time could create, and I watched
its stream and brim and make its
steady dash homeward to the ocean.”
It is difficult to capture the beauty and
value of many of America’s national
treasures, so we ask the House today to
set aside a day to raise awareness and
educate others about estuaries, and
getting people excited about the nat-
ural beauty to be found there.

I thank my colleagues for voting
today in support of these goals and
ideals.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I
commend the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SHUSTER) for this important
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resolution, and I thank him for man-
aging the resolutions this afternoon on
the floor. Again, I urge my colleagues
to support this very important resolu-
tion.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in support of the H. Res.
795. The legacy of the events of September
11, 2001 still resonates today. We will never
forget the harrowing experience of the loss of
more than 3,000 lives that marked this na-
tional tragedy. We will never forget the events
of that day, nor those who paid the ultimate
price. We will forever remember how the
country suffered profound sadness, the likes
of which we as a nation hope to never experi-
ence again.

Madam Speaker, | recall vividly the intense
emotions evoked as the attacks unfolded. The
Nation watched in horror as two airliners
crashed into the Twin Towers and brought
down the World Trade Center. That horror in-
tensified as we witnessed an attack on the
Pentagon—and a crashed airplane in Pennsyl-
vania. Horror turned to anger as it came to
light that the attacks were the actions of hate-
filled cowards who had no respect for human
life. 1 remember too, that in the aftermath of
these senseless attacks, we came together as
a nation and with friends from around the
world united in grief and sadness. That mo-
ment transformed our country and the world,
as the resolve of our Nation strengthened and
our principles hardened.

We remember the heroes from that day;
those who ran into the danger, sacrificing
themselves to save strangers. We remember
the heroes from United Flight 93 who over-
powered the terrorists and gave their own
lives to prevent the deaths of countless others.
We hope that their families can take some
small measure of comfort knowing that Ameri-
cans have made a permanent place for those
heroes in our hearts.

As a Senior Member of the Foreign Affairs
and Homeland Security Committees, | believe
that we must continue to honor the fallen by
working to prevent needless deaths. In the
years since September 11, 2001, Congress
has worked hard to make sure that such a
tragedy will never happen again. In large part,
we have taken heed of the advice of the 9/11
Commission and built a strong system to pre-
vent future attacks.

Madam Speaker, | rise before this body to
say that our work is not yet done. Our Nation’s
rail and mass transit lines continue to be vul-
nerable. Millions of Americans rely on our rail
and mass transit for transportation. Terrorist
attacks in Madrid in 2004 and London in 2006
indicate that transportation routes continue to
be potential security threats. We must not let
another tragedy occur.

Preventing terrorism at home begins with
addressing terrorism abroad. We must engage
nations that are susceptible to the influence of
extremists and arm them with the tools to fight
radicalism. That means not only providing
weapons of war but also increasing education,
improving living conditions, and increasing the
capacity to govern. The struggle against ter-
rorism will be won in the hearts and minds of
people around the world.

Madam Speaker, | urge all members to join
me in supporting H. Res. 722. Let us remem-
ber this day and the tragedy that befell the
Nation by properly honoring the victims with
our renewed commitment to America’s secu-
rity.
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Ms. BORDALLO. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 795.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 29 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SERRANO) at 5 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

———

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES
ON H.R. 2647, NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2010

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Armed
Services, I ask unanimous consent to
take from the Speaker’s table the bill
(H.R. 2647) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2010 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, to pro-
vide special pays and allowances to
certain members of the Armed Forces,
expand concurrent receipt of military
retirement and VA disability benefits
to disabled military retirees, and for
other purposes, with a Senate amend-
ment thereto, disagree to the Senate
amendment, and agree to the con-
ference asked by the Senate.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

Mr. FORBES. I have a motion at the
desk, Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Forbes moves that the managers on
the part of the House at the conference on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
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the Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 2647
be instructed to not recede to the Senate on
division E of the Senate amendment (regard-
ing the Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes Pre-
vention Act).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XXII, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. FORBES) and
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
SKELTON) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

Mr. FORBES. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is truly a sad day as
we come before the House today to
have to even bring this motion to in-
struct conferees. But essentially what
the motion to instruct conferees does
is to simply make sure, when we’re
dealing with something as important
as the Defense authorization bill, that
we’re dealing with the Defense author-
ization bill—that we’re not saddling it
with the hate crimes legislation which,
sadly, is what we are now doing.

Mr. Speaker, across America, people
are becoming more and more disillu-
sioned by the processes that they see
taking place here in the House of Rep-
resentatives and down the hall in the
Senate. And this is a perfect example
of what that process has come to be,
when we take a hate crimes legislation
that should stand on its own accord,
that has nothing to do with the De-
fense authorization bill, but we marry
them together and saddle them and
bring them to the House floor with the
take-it-or-leave-it approach.

Mr. Speaker, we need to watch
what’s happening from this administra-
tion and unfortunately from the lead-
ership in both the House and the Sen-
ate to destroy any even pretense of
transparency anymore in the country.

I watched this year as we saw a sea
change where so many of the policies
have now led us to a point where our
budget is driving defense posture in-
stead of defense posture driving the
budget. For the first time in my life-
time that I know of, this administra-
tion came down and literally issued a
gag order to individuals in the Pen-
tagon where they couldn’t even talk to
Members of Congress to tell us where
they were cutting programs, where
they were spending money, and to give
us the reports that we needed, or even
testify. In fact, the Army had to even
cancel a hearing that it had before the
Armed Services Committee because of
that gag order.

In addition to that, Mr. Speaker, we
have a situation where the law requires
the administration to tell us a plan.
How are you going to build ships? That
just makes sense. Americans should
know: How are you going to build
ships? What’s the plan? The law re-
quires that they do it and certify that
the budget meets that plan. They just
refuse to do it because the law doesn’t
apply to them.

And then they came down with an
aviation—they were supposed to give
us an aviation plan. The law mandates
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it. It’s in the statute. Again, they have
to tell us what are you doing with
planes; how many are you building;
what’s your plan—and certify that that
aviation plan is going to be met by
that budget. Mr. Speaker, they just re-
fused.

When the House Armed Services
Committee came together and every
Member unanimously passed a congres-
sional inquiry mandating that the ad-
ministration give us that information
before this conference report came to
the House today, that it was supposed
to be here on September 15—they just
refused to do it. And they look at every
soldier across the country and say, The
law applies to you, but it must not
apply to us.

And then, Mr. Speaker, we come
down today to the situation we’re in
where we just made a motion to go to
conference. And as we made the mo-
tion, they are literally writing the bill
now in legislative services at this very
time, and we haven’t even had some
hearings—the Readiness Subcommittee
never even had a hearing.

Mr. Speaker, what this motion to in-
struct simply does is this: It says you
may not give us all of the information
the law requires, you may not hold
hearings that we need to get the facts
straight, but for goodness sake, at
least make sure that we do a Defense
authorization bill. And if we’re going
to do hate crimes legislation, let’s do it
separately. This gives us a clean vote
up or down on that.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SKELTON. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. AKIN).

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, once again
we see shenanigans going on on the
floor of the House. And the idea is that
we’re going to sneak stuff through, and
we’re going to use the good will and
the support of the American public for
our warfighters in order to pass some
particular specialized agenda that has
nothing to do with the warfighters at
all.

This is not new this year. There was
a big bill we passed—it was called cap-
and-tax—3 o’clock in the morning.
Three hundred pages of amendments
passed. It came here to the floor for us
to debate, and we are asking is there a
copy of the bill on the floor? And the
answer was no, there’s not even a copy
of the bill on the floor because of the
fact we’re going to do this in the dark
of night with tricky little procedures.

And here we go with a bill that many
of us have labored hard for. I have an
important amendment on the bill, and
yet what’s going on? We’re going to
slip into this bill to fund—my own son,
in fact, who’s going to Afghanistan in 3
weeks—we’re going to use the good will
of the voters of America to slip into
this thing a bill called hate crimes
which has nothing to do whatsoever
with what’s being passed.
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It is more of the same cloak and mir-
rors, dark of the night, slippery kind of
stuff the American public is fed up
with, and I am fed up with it. I have
three sons that have graduated from
the Naval Academy. I have two sons
who are in the Marine Corps right now.
This bill talks about funding them and
funding the defense of our country,
which I take very seriously.

But to put into this bill this hate
crimes bill which has been, I think,
kicked around the Judiciary Com-
mittee for years and to try to connect
that with something that’s unrelated is
just procedurally wrong. It’s something
that is shameful. It should not happen
on this floor. And in that regard, I
refuse to vote for this bill in spite of
the fact that the bill is good under-
neath.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHN-
SON).

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, it’s important to note that the hate
crimes legislation has passed as a
stand-alone bill in the House three
times over the last decade, and now it’s
attached to a Department of Defense
authorization bill. And I am happy, Mr.
Chairman, to see this bill, which is an
important and long overdue step in our
continuing efforts to secure for all
Americans the full blessings of liberty
under our Constitution.

On several occasions, as I said, this
bill has passed the House and the Sen-
ate. This year, with the support of the
President, I am hopeful that we will fi-
nally see the bill signed and enacted.

Mr. Speaker, the incidence of hate
crimes is continuing at a high rate. I
think we’ve seen the degeneration of
the level of political discourse in this
country as it has descended into
threats of misconduct and violence. I
just want to point out a historical fact
here because the incidence of hate
crimes certainly is continuing at a
high rate.

The incidence of brutal violence
against individuals based on hateful
bias against certain identifiable groups
has unfortunately a long and shameful
history in this country. For example,
nearly 4,000 African Americans were
tortured and killed between 1880 and
1930. In our day, since 1991—and I must
confess to you, my days go back a lit-
tle longer than that—but I must tell
you that since 1991, there have been
more than 118,000 hate crimes docu-
mented by the FBI. It has been 7,624
just in 2007. And those are only docu-
mented cases.

What this bill does, ladies and gentle-
men who are viewing and listening to
this message, it enables the Justice De-
partment to come to the aid of State
and local law enforcement agencies in
investigating and prosecuting this
bias-based brutality, and it helps to
defer their cost when these kinds of
crimes overwhelm State and local re-
sources. And when necessary—and if
approved by the highest Senate-con-
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firmed department officials—it author-
izes the department to step in and
prosecute at the Federal level.

The bill expands existing Federal
hate crimes law beyond the narrow
confines of protecting access to a lim-
ited set of specified protected activi-
ties, and it adds to the current list of
group characteristics deservedly recog-
nized for protection—due to their being
well-known targets for bias-based vio-
lence—four new ones that also clearly
belong on the list: sexual orientation,
gender, gender identity, and disability.

These crimes of violence are directed
not just against those who are directly
attacked—they are targeting the entire
group with the threat of violence. No
group should have to live under that
kind of threat as they seek to go about
their everyday duties and lifestyle here
in America. Everyone should be pro-
tected.

So the groups in the bill differ from
one another. They differ from other
groups that some have been trying to
add on which do not share this same
kind of history of being targeted for
hate-based violence.

Our approach is consistent with the
judgment made by the States that have
State hate crimes laws. They’ve made
the same judgment as we have made
for Federal law that many groups
should be protected elsewhere in the
law, not in hate crimes law. An argu-
ment is often made that since that is a
State offense, the Feds should not get
involved with it. But I'll tell you, the
sale of drugs, State law violation, also
a Federal law violation.
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Our Federal criminal code mirrors
sometimes the State laws, and other
times State laws mirror Federal law
when it comes to certain activities
that are against the law. And so this is
no different. Our approach is consistent
with the judgment made by the States
that have hate crimes laws, and this
bill is definitely consistent with the
Constitution.

It applies only to bias-motivated vio-
lent crimes. It in no way impinges on
constitutionally protected speech,
writing or other expression, including
expression of religious beliefs, but not
limited to that. That would be true in
any event. But we state it plainly in
the bill.

This bill has widespread support,
over 120 cosponsors, and more than 300
civil rights, education, religious and
civic organizations, including the
NAACP, the ACLU and the Leadership
Conference of Civil Rights.

Virtually every major law enforce-
ment organization in this country has
endorsed the bill, including the Inter-
national Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice, the National District Attorneys
Association; and most district attor-
neys that I know of are certainly not
flaming liberals. They believe in the
rule of law and they believe in adher-
ence to it. When there is a criminal law
violation, they will prosecute to the
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full extent of the law. So that is very
important. The National District At-
torneys Association, the National
Sheriffs Association, the Police Execu-
tive Research Forum and 31 State at-
torneys general endorse the bill. That
is very impressive.

And it is supported by over 45 leading
mainstream religious organizations,
who dismiss claims that the bill would
somehow interfere with religious
speech ‘‘unfounded fears.”

Enacting the Local Law Enforcement
Hate Crimes Protection Act is a crit-
ical step towards keeping our commu-
nities safe from hate-based violence
and ensuring that all Americans can
enjoy the blessings of liberty without
fear.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important legislation.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman from Georgia talked about the
rule of law. It is the rule of law that we
are concerned with today, the rule of
law that this administration refuses to
obey with regard to sending us the doc-
uments and the information the stat-
ute requires so that we could make an
intelligent decision about this con-
ference report.

He talks about issues. Regardless of
where you stand on this legislation,
you could talk about transportation,
space exploration, health care reform
or immigration reform. But they have
no place in the Defense authorization
bill.

I just want to point out to the Speak-
er and to those listening to the debate,
at 5:36 tonight we made the motion to
go into conference. The report is al-
ready being written. It is a take-it-or-
leave-it report. This is the only shot
anyone will have at changing this re-
port.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to yield 2
minutes to the distinguished ranking
member from California, Congressman
MCKEON.

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding. And my
good friend from Georgia that just gave
a strong message of his support for
hate crimes, I respect, and I have a
strong feeling against it. But the issue
that we are here on the floor talking
about should be the defense of our Na-
tion, especially when we are at a time
of war.

While the Senate was considering the
National Defense Authorization Act,
division E was attached to the bill as
an amendment. The NDAA is an inap-
propriate vehicle for this controversial
and unconstitutional legislation. Hate
crimes proponents are using this im-
portant national security bill to get
this legislation to the President’s desk
through the back door.

This has no place on the Defense bill.
It’s not germane to the work of the
committee, couldn’t be added on in the
House, had to be done in the Senate,
and needlessly introduces a partisan
matter in an otherwise bipartisan bill.
We need a clean conference report that
does honor to the men and women in
uniform.
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There is one thing that we all agree
on, and that is that violent crime is de-
plorable, regardless of its motivation.
That is why all violent crimes must be
vigorously prosecuted. However, a deci-
sion to prosecute should not be based
on the status of the victim or the
thought process of the perpetrator. Vi-
olence is violence and should be dealt
with accordingly.

We’ve had several meetings of the so-
called ‘‘big four” talking about work-
ing on the conference report on this
committee. Chairman SKELTON and I
were in agreement on this issue. We
felt that it should not be added to the
conference report. This bill passed in
the House. It passed in the Senate. I
don’t know why they can’t bring it to
the floor as a freestanding bill and
have it pass on its own. Why we need to
attach it to a Defense bill is because
the Defense bill needs to be passed, and
people will vote for it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. FORBES. I yield the gentleman
30 additional seconds.

Mr. McCKEON. I think it’s a crime to
add it to a bill that is so important
that we pass every year for our troops,
for those men and women in uniform,
that we have to muddy up the issue by
putting a hate crimes legislation at-
tached onto this bill.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. FRANK) who is the distin-
guished chairman of the Financial
Services Committee.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I agree: it makes no more log-
ical sense to add a hate crimes bill to
the Defense bill than it would to take
a bill requiring people to be allowed to
use their guns in the national parks to
a credit card bill. But that’s what the
Senate did. The Senate added a bill
dealing with the rights of gun owners
in the national parks to the credit card
bill with which there was no logical
connection.

Now, I wish the Senate wouldn’t do
things like that. I wish a lot of things.
But when we are confronted with the
reality of the Senate, we have to act.

Now, it is conceivable that you would
have people who are so devoted to the
principle of having no illogical attach-
ment that they would oppose it in
every case. I must have been in the
Cloakroom when Republicans rose to
denounce the Senate for adding the bill
allowing the use of guns in parks to the
credit card bill. That was done. Not a
single Republican, to my recollection,
objected. Indeed, quite to the contrary,
they all voted for it, which makes it
very clear: the objection here is not to
the Senate adding an unrelated bill, be-
cause the Republicans in this House
have voted for that time and time and
time again. It is an objection to pro-
tecting against hate crimes people who

The

are gay, lesbian, bisexual or
transgender.
Now, some say we shouldn’t have

these hate crimes laws. But their in-
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consistency is I don’t remember them
trying to repeal the hate crimes laws
that are on the books. There is nothing
new about hate crimes here. There is
nothing new about its constitu-
tionality. By the way, if you say vio-
lence should be violence, how about
somebody having the intellectual in-
tegrity to get up and repeal that stat-
ute that says, if someone assaults
someone standing next to me, it might
be a misdemeanor, but if somebody as-
saults me, a Member of Congress, it’s a
Federal felony. We have a major dis-
tinction. We are protected by special
laws, older people, people who are reli-
gious. Then they say, it’s a matter of
choice. The level of intelligence in-
volved in thinking that being gay or
lesbian is a matter of choice aside, reli-
gion is a matter of choice. People con-
vert to religions. Does that mean we
shouldn’t protect people against hate
crimes based on religion?

Finally, we are told this is being
sneaked through. One of the earlier
speakers, in a total flight from reality,
said it is being sneaked through. It
passed the House. It was debated. It
went through the regular committee
process, and it passed the House. Yes,
from time to time, the United States
Senate, which has no rules preventing
it, adds unrelated bills. If there are
Members who have consistently op-
posed that practice, they have the
right to oppose it here and say that is
the reason.

But Members who have voted for leg-
islation which the Senate attached to
unrelated legislation who claim now to
be offended by that practice clearly
have no logical or other basis on which
to make that claim.

There are people who do not think we
should add a very vulnerable category,
particularly people who are
transgender, to the hate crimes protec-
tion. They lost that fight when we had
it in the House. I would have had it
come up again, but it is clearly just an-
other example of another time-tried
practice.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to scratch my head as I listen to
the distinguished gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts who argues that just be-
cause the leadership of the House and
the leadership of the Senate have fol-
lowed the process time and again that
the end justifies the means and that we
ought to do it all the time.

But I would point out to the gen-
tleman that this is not all the time.
This is not a credit card bill. This is
the national defense of the United
States of America. It is our very free-
doms. And we need to understand that
just because some of us have had to
vote on bills where we had no oppor-
tunity to debate them, where we didn’t
have time to read them and where we
didn’t have time to amend them
doesn’t make it right. And in this par-
ticular case, it doesn’t make it right
because the reality is only two individ-
uals, the chairman of the Armed Serv-
ices Committee and the chairman of
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Senate Armed Services Committee,
had to agree to put this in. They might
be good men. They might have done it
for good reasons. It was wrong. This is
the only way to stop it.

I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas, the representative to the
conference report, had we been able to
have him meet earlier, Mr. GOHMERT.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I do ap-
preciate my friend from Massachusetts
comparing the national parks bill to
our national defense bill. But I see a
real distinction in holding our soldiers’
well-being hostage to this sociological
attack on what used to be the morals
of America. And for those who say this
is critical, and I heard my friend from
Georgia talking about how these
crimes have increased, actually, the
crimes, according to the FBI, have de-
creased regarding hate. So there are no
statistics that demand this bill be at-
tached and that our soldiers be held
hostage for this bill.

And then we have the name of the
bill, the Matthew Shepard and James
Byrd Hate Crimes Prevention Act.
Those were horrible murders, and the
people who perpetrated them deserve,
in my opinion, to get the death penalty
all. But this bill does not provide a
death penalty. In fact, this bill will not
change the outcome of those cases one
iota.

In the Texas case, James Byrd, it
would be fine with me if we passed a
bill that said when you do what was
done to James Byrd, then the victim’s
family gets to choose the vehicle and
the rope or chains by which they are
going to drag the defendant to his
death. But this doesn’t do that. In the
Matthew Shepard case, the defendants
now say it was a robbery gone bad. Re-
gardless, they got life sentences, a cou-
ple of life sentences. This bill wouldn’t
have changed that whatsoever at all ei-
ther.

Now, there are those who say it will
not affect religious speech; but when
we have debated this bill and people
have looked at it carefully, you see
that this situation can arise: a preach-
er preaching from the Bible, a rabbi
preaching from the Tanach, or an
imam teaching from the Koran says in
his opinion homosexuality is wrong.
Some nut hears him, goes out and com-
mits an act of violence, and when ar-
rested says, well, I was induced to do
this by the preacher, the imam or the
rabbi.

Well, under 18 U.S.C. 2(a), it says
that anyone who induces another to
commit a crime is just as guilty as the
one who committed it. That’s where
the preacher, the imam, or the rabbi
could be arrested.

And I appreciate in prior debate my
friend from Massachusetts pointed to
the folks in Philadelphia and said, well,
they were arrested but the charges
were dropped. Arresting and detaining
has a chilling effect. There’s no two
ways around it.
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Mr. SKELTON. I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. FRANK).

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. So lit-
tle time, so many fallacies. The first
fallacy is that we were not comparing
the credit card bill to the defense bill;
we were talking about a regular prac-
tice. It wasn’t just the credit card bill.
Regularly for years the Senate does
this, and no Republican has ever risen
to object to it. Their objection is not to
the procedure, but to the substance.
Nothing is being held hostage. The bill
will pass or fail. If it failed because of
this, it would come back without it.

Secondly, the gentleman’s last point
is simply nonsensical: one arrest that
was inappropriate. There have been
other inappropriate arrests. Hate
crimes bills have been in effect, hate
crimes laws, at the Federal and State
level for years. There is zero example
of that happening. There is an amend-
ment offered by the gentleman from
Kansas that makes it impossible.

When people use wholly irrelevant
arguments against the bill, it means
that they can’t find a real argument
that they want to use.

Finally, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia, the ranking member said, don’t
have these hate crimes, violence is vio-
lence, or one of the Members said that.
I guess then he is opposed to that
amendment which prohibits a tax on
U.S. servicemen on account of service
because that is in here. There is in here
a provision that protects servicemen
who are attacked on account of service.
If you are opposed in principle to that,
then you ought to be opposed to that in
general.

It is clear there is an animus against
those of us who are gay or lesbian,
against people who are transgender, on
the part of many in the House, and
they are reflecting a strong political
sentiment in the country. They are en-
titled to it. I do not lament the loss of
their friendship and affection; I can
live without it. But it should not lead
them to deny protection to vulnerable
people, and we are talking here about
crimes, not just murder, but about as-
sault and destruction of property
which are too often ignored.

So let’s be very clear. There is no
consistency to the argument about the
procedure. There is no consistency to
the argument about hate crimes. There
is no validity whatsoever to the argu-
ment that some clergy would be ar-
rested or prosecuted because none have
been. This is simply a declaration of
unhappiness that gay, lesbian, bisex-
ual, and transgender people are getting
some protection.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, we can
pound on the desk all day long. We can
say stuff about consistency, but the re-
ality is the American people under-
stand what is going on. They under-
stand that it doesn’t make sense, no
matter whether they like it or don’t
like it, to have a hate crimes legisla-
tion attached to the National Defense
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Authorization bill. They understand
that it doesn’t make sense to put bills
on the floor when people don’t have an
opportunity to read them before they
vote on them.

They understand it doesn’t make
sense to not give time to amend bills.
And, Mr. Speaker, they understand
that when you go into a motion to go
into conference at 5:36 and you have al-
ready begun writing the report and this
is the only way to keep this bill clean
for the defense of the country, that it
makes sense that this motion to in-
struct would pass.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to my friend, my colleague,
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE).

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Let me
thank the distinguished gentleman
from Missouri and let me particularly
thank Chairman SKELTON for his open
view as he fights for the men and
women in the United States military.
Your long years of history are appre-
ciated, and I stand here to acknowledge
that. Thank you for giving us this op-
portunity this afternoon.

I just want to say to my good friend
from Virginia, to address the American
people as we address our colleagues
today, I count the American people as
the smartest constituency that the
world could know. They are compas-
sionate. They are passionate. They are
patriots. They love their country, and
they understand a mother’s love.

So let me explain to you procedurally
so you would know that nothing has
gone awry, has gone wrong, and no hos-
tage-taking has taken place.

The hate crimes legislation, in par-
ticular named Matthew Shepard Hate
Crimes Prevention Act, has been intro-
duced and introduced and introduced in
some form. Chairman CONYERS on the
Judiciary Committee, of which I am a
member, has introduced hate crimes
legislation. I have introduced hate
crimes legislation. We have seen hate
crimes legislation pass 237-180, bipar-
tisan.

But if you think of the armed serv-
ices or the military authorization bill,
just in your mind get a sense of the
oath that our men and women of the
United States military take as they af-
firm their allegiance to the United
States. It is to protect every single cit-
izen. Just this past weekend, I was
privileged to be part of the send-off for
the 72nd Combat Brigade in Texas,
some 3,000 men and women as they
take their oath, as they go off to be de-
ployed, they are fighting for the free-
dom of this Nation.

The Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes
legislation is about the freedom of
every citizen. This was not an ordinary
burglary. If you had the opportunity to
meet Matthew Shepard’s mother, as I
have, as she pressed the case over and
over again, this was a violent, heinous,
hateful crime, the description of which
was so painful for someone to be nailed
on some open field fence to die with no
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one there. That is a hate crime. And
the Senate, who has reviewed and had
the opportunity for hearings, as we had
in the House, is doing nothing more
than procedurally adding an already
passed bill by both of these institutions
that captures the characterization of
what freedom in America is all about.

There have been 118,000 hate crimes
since 1991, but the real key is most of
the hate crimes go unreported. And
they are all shapes and sizes. They are
for race, they are for gender, and they
are for sexual orientation. But every
single one of these individuals is an
American who is to be protected under
the flag of the United States of Amer-
ica.

We do not ask citizens what their
pedigree is. But if they are under this
flag, they deserve our protection, and
what better vehicle than this bill that
has been reviewed and reviewed and re-
viewed and reviewed? The FBI knows
that there have been hate crimes, and
they are saddened by the fact that
most of these hate crimes are not pre-
vented and/or reported.

Just as we had attacks on churches
some years ago because they were
black churches, and we passed the
Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996, it
cured those church crimes because the
Federal Government took its stand.

So I would say to my colleagues, un-
derstand the connection. What more is
the United States military than the
free and the brave protecting with
courage any American that is within
the boundaries of this Nation, giving
them the sense that they can walk in
dignity so mothers don’t have to cry
over brutalized bodies that are laid
upon a fence because they are different.

I would ask my colleagues to oppose
this conference motion and vote for the
Matthew Shepard Hates Crimes Pre-
vention Act so we can stand for free-
dom and bravery.

At one time lynchings were commonplace in
our nation. Nearly 4,000 African-Americans
were tortured and killed between 1880 and
1930. During this same period and thereafter,
religious groups like Jews and the Mormons
were also subject to attack because of their
beliefs. As we all know too well, hate violence
against minority groups—most recently fo-
cused on gay, transgender and Muslim com-
munities—has a long and ignominious history
that continues even today.

Bias crimes are disturbingly prevalent and
pose a significant threat to the full participation
of all Americans in our democratic society.
The FBI has the best national data on re-
ported hate crime, though the program is vol-
untary. Since 1991, the FBI has documented
over 118,000 hate crimes. For the year 2007,
the most current data available, the FBI com-
piled reports from law enforcement agencies
across the country identifying 7,624 bias-moti-
vated criminal incidents that were directed
against an individual because of their personal
characteristics.

As in the past, racially-motivated bias ac-
counted for more than half (50.8%) of all inci-
dents. Religious bias accounted for 1,400 inci-
dents (18.4%) and sexual orientation bias ac-
counted for 1,265 incidents—(16.6%), followed
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by ethnicity/national origin bias with 1007 inci-
dents—(13.2%). While these numbers are dis-
turbing, it is important to note that, for a vari-
ety or reasons, hate crimes are seriously
under-reported.

To protect the nation against this hate vio-
lence, | have introduced Hate Crimes legisla-
tion for many many years, with ever increasing
support. This legislation will provide assistance
to state and local law enforcement agencies
and amend federal law to facilitate the inves-
tigation and prosecution of violent, bias-moti-
vated crimes. Last Congress, this legislation
was approved by this Committee and passed
the House with bipartisan support by a vote of
237-180. Bipartisan majorities also voted in
favor of hate crime legislation in the 109th,
108th and 106th Congresses.

The bill has attracted the support of over
300 civil rights, education, religious, and civic
organizations (including the LCCR, HRC and
ADL). Importantly, virtually every major law
enforcement organization in the country has
endorsed the bill—including the International
Association of Chiefs of Police, the National
District Attorneys Association, the National
Sheriffs Association, the Police Executive Re-
search Forum, and 31 state Attorneys Gen-
eral.

Despite the deep impact of hate violence on
communities, current law limits federal jurisdic-
tion over hate crimes to incidents directed
against individuals on the basis of race, reli-
gion, color or national origin—but only when
the victim is targeted because he/she is en-
gaged in a federally protected activities, such
as voting. Further, the statutes do not permit
federal involvement in a range of cases where
crimes are motivated by bias against the vic-
tim’'s perceived sexual orientation, gender,
gender identity, or disability. The federal gov-
ernment must have authority to be involved in
investigating and prosecuting these crimes
when state authorities cannot or will not do so.

This legislation will strengthen existing fed-
eral law in the same way that the Church
Arson Prevention Act of 1996 helped federal
prosecutors combat church arson: by address-
ing the unduly rigid jurisdictional requirements
under federal law. The bill only applies to bias-
motivated violent crimes and does not impinge
public speech, religious expression, or writing
in any way. In fact, the measure includes an
explicit First Amendment free speech protec-
tion for the accused modeled on the existing
Washington state hate crimes statute.

State and local authorities currently pros-
ecute the overwhelming majority of hate
crimes and will continue to do so under this
legislation. The federal government will con-
tinue to defer to state and local authorities in
the vast majority of cases; the Attorney Gen-
eral or other high ranking Justice Department
official must approve any prosecutions under-
taken pursuant to this law, ensuring federal re-
straint.

However, in appropriate circumstances, the
federal government will be able to provide
support for local prosecutions—an intergovern-
mental grant program created by this legisla-
tion will make Justice Department technical,
forensic or prosecutorial assistance available.
The legislation also authorizes the Attorney
General to make grants to state and local law
enforcement agencies that have incurred ex-
traordinary expenses associated with the in-
vestigation and prosecution of hate crimes.

The Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes
Prevention Act of 2009 is a constructive and

H10481

measured response to a problem that con-
tinues to plague our nation. Hate crime statis-
tics do not speak for themselves. Behind each
of the statistics is an individual or community
targeted for violence for no other reason than
race, religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
gender, gender identity, or disability.

Law enforcement authorities and civic lead-
ers have learned that a failure to address the
problem of bias crime can cause a seemingly
isolated incident to fester into wide spread ten-
sion that can damage the social fabric of the
wider community. This problem cuts across
party lines, and | am glad to be joined by so
many of my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle in supporting this legislation today. These
are crimes that shock and shame our national
conscience and should be subject to com-
prehensive federal law enforcement assist-
ance and prosecution.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tlelady from Texas makes a good point
when she references the fact that
Americans understand a mother’s love,
and they also understand a few other
things. First of all, they understand
fairness. They understand it is not fair
when only two individuals get to make
a choice that impacts all of America as
opposed to having a bill voted on on its
own merits.

They also understand when there is
always this disconnect between the
rhetoric over here—what’s the prob-
lem—and the solution or the fix over
here, and the huge disconnect between
the two. And they also understand, Mr.
Speaker, just something that so often
it just seems that there is a dearth of
here, and that is common sense. Be-
cause if the speakers keep coming up
and saying how overwhelmingly this
bill has support and would pass, why
don’t they bring it in a separate bill?
Why do they have to go through this
subterfuge of the process of putting it
on a bill that clearly isn’t germane?

I would like to just respond to the
question that was raised: What better
vehicle? This legislation has never
been under the jurisdiction of the
Armed Services Committee. It has al-
ways come under the jurisdiction of
the Judiciary Committee, and the rea-
son is because the proper vehicle is a
vehicle that goes through the Judici-
ary Committee and is a separate bill.

I continue to reserve the balance of
my time, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SKELTON. Let me point out, Mr.
Speaker, under the new title 18 of
United States Code section 1389, one of
the classifications is Prohibition on
Attacks on U.S. Servicemen on Ac-
count of Service.

Let me also point out this legislation
includes the Brownback amendment
which fully protects religious speech
under the First Amendment, which
says that nothing in this bill will bur-
den religious speech or expression, in-
cluding sermons from the pulpit on
Sundays.

I yield 4 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN).

Ms. BALDWIN. Thank you, Chairman
SKELTON.
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I rise today in opposition to the mi-
nority’s motion to instruct. As my col-
leagues know, hate crimes are acts of
violence, motivated by hate and preju-
dice in which the victim is selected and
targeted based upon a characteristic,
such as their race, their religion, sex-
ual orientation, or gender identity.
Hate crimes have the consequence of
harming not only their victims, but
also all who share the same character-
istics as the victim. Whole commu-
nities are terrorized by hate crimes.

In 1968 in response to horrific hate-
based violence in our country, cross
burnings, lynchings, fire bombings and
the like, Congress acted to protect peo-
ple who were targeted for violence on
the basis of their race, color, religion,
and national origin by passing our Na-
tion’s original hate crimes laws.

In April of this year, the House
passed the Local Law Enforcement
Hate Crimes Act of 2009 by a strong and
bipartisan margin, strengthening our
response to this form of domestic ter-
rorism by adding protections for people
targeted for violence because of their
gender, disability, gender identity, or
sexual orientation. We sought to add
these new categories to the hate crimes
statutes because of a history and a per-
vasive pattern of heinous violent
crimes committed against individuals
because of these characteristics. Yet
the Local Law Enforcement Hate
Crimes Act of 2009 is not yet law, and
this motion to instruct would prevent
it from becoming law, despite the sup-
port of the majority of the House and
the majority in the other body and
President Obama.

Mr. Speaker, I want to share with
you a few reasons why I believe this
legislation must urgently be signed
into law. I am thinking today of Angie
Zapata, an 18-year-old transgender
woman who was brutally murdered in
Greeley, Colorado, last summer.
Angie’s Kkiller beat her to death.
Thankfully, Angie’s killer was brought
to justice under a State hate crimes
law, but we know with staggering fre-
quency, those who commit similar acts
of violence and murder based on hate
are not.

I think of Lawrence King, a 15-year-
old in Oxnard, California. Larry had
suffered harassment from his peers and
then was killed by a 14-year-old class-
mate because of his sexual orientation
and gender identity.

And I think today of Matthew
Shepard who was brutally attacked by
his homophobic assailants and left to
die on a fence in Wyoming 10 years ago.
Matthew’s death generated inter-
national outrage by exposing the vio-
lent nature of hate crimes and the hor-
rific effect upon targeted communities.
And I think of the thousands of other
victims of brutal hate crimes. The De-
partment of Justice reported that over
1,600 Americans were victims of hate
crimes based on sexual orientation in
the year 2007.

Americans across the country, young
and old alike, must hear Congress
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clearly affirm that hate-based violence
targeting gays and lesbians and
transgender individuals, women, and
people with disabilities will not be tol-
erated.

Mr. Speaker, the arguments have
been made, the evidence has been prof-
fered, and, sadly, lives have been lost
that more than justify this legislation
becoming law. I strongly urge my col-
leagues to vote against this motion to
instruct.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will note the gentleman from
Missouri has 8% minutes remaining.
The gentleman from Virginia has 14
minutes remaining.

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to respond to what the distin-
guished gentleman from Missouri said
a moment ago, who is my dear friend
and I hope will be my dear friend after
today as well. He mentioned that this
bill has a protection for individuals
who were addressing their religious be-
liefs, and he mentioned that the
Brownback amendment had been part
of this, as I understood his referencing.
In point of fact, the Brownback amend-
ment nor the Leahy addition to the
Brownback amendment contained what
this report language says, which is
this, Mr. Speaker. It says that they
will be protected unless the govern-
ment demonstrates that application of
the burden to the person is in further-
ance of a compelling government inter-
est.

Mr. Speaker, I don’t think most peo-
ple across the country are going to
trust that language to their religious
protections, and I will just give you an
example. The Constitution, which has
no such limitations, also protects our
right to freedom of religion, and yet 2
weeks ago we saw the government haul
into Federal court for criminalization
a principal who had worked in a school
system 30 years and an athletic direc-
tor for 40 years because of their great
sin that they had a compelling govern-
ment interest against, that they dared
to ask a 15-second blessing over a meal.
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And for that they went through an
all-day hearing with the threat of 6
months in jail, a $5,000 fine, and losing
retirement benefits for 30 to 40 years.
So I would just suggest, Mr. Speaker,
this language is not nearly as protec-
tive as the Brownback amendment or
the additional modifications in the
Senate. And again, the only shot we
have to change it will be right here, be-
cause the report’s being written, and
when it comes back it’s going to be a
take-it-or-leave-it basis. I hope that we
will offer this instruction to the con-
ferees.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SKELTON. I yield 4 minutes to
my friend, my colleague, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. NADLER).

Mr. NADLER of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in opposition to this
motion to instruct conferees. For too
long we have debated whether this Na-
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tion should take a stand against the
scourge of hate crimes, crimes of vio-
lence in which the victim has been sin-
gled out because of who he or she is. It
is remarkable that at this late date
this should remain a controversial
idea. The idea that someone could be
singled out for a crime of violence be-
cause of his or her actual or perceived
race or religion or color or gender or
sexual orientation or gender identity
or disability is simply disgusting.
These crimes are real and they’re all
too frequent. That is a fact. It is not,
as some would have you believe, a
hoax.

Here are the most recent statistics
from the FBI. In 2007 there were 7,621
violent hate crimes, 51 percent because
of racial bias, 18 percent because of re-
ligious bias, 17 percent sexual orienta-
tion bias, 13 percent because of eth-
nicity or national origin bias, and 1
percent because of a bias against a dis-
ability. Those are real Americans being
victimized because of who they are and
not for anything they did. And when
you victimize someone for who they
are you are terrorizing an entire com-
munity. It sends a clear and unmistak-
able message that members of that
group are not safe in your community.
It extends well beyond the individual
victim.

This House has already spoken clear-
ly. On April 29 of this year, a bipar-
tisan majority voted by a margin of
248-175 to pass this legislation. I do not
believe that Members of thi