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way Members of Congress get their in-
surance, and Americans should have 
the same choice. 

Increased competition and trans-
parency do not sound like a govern-
ment takeover to me. Rather, it sounds 
like the markets acting in a way that 
best serves the American people. 

My health reform reality check is 
that health care reform is consumer 
based and market driven. You can keep 
your insurance if you like it. It will in-
crease choices for families. It will pro-
mote competition. 

We need to move past the rhetoric 
and the myths. We need to rise to the 
occasion in this pivotal moment in our 
Nation’s history. We must pass mean-
ingful health reform for the citizens of 
New Hampshire and all Americans. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I wish 

to thank the Senator from New Hamp-
shire for closing in such a perfect way 
today. I agree with her that for far too 
long Washington special interest poli-
tics has gotten in the way of fixing this 
system, and the result has been enor-
mously unfortunate for working fami-
lies all across the United States of 
America. 

When your median family income is 
going down by $300 over a decade, and 
the cost of health insurance is doubling 
over the same period of time—by the 
way, in my State, it has gone down by 
$800—and the cost of insurance has 
gone up 97 percent, the cost of higher 
education has gone up by 50 percent 
over the same period of time, essen-
tially what we are saying to working 
families is: You are going to take home 
less, but you have to pay more for, not 
‘‘nice to haves’’ but things that are 
critical to move your family ahead to 
have the kind of stability that is essen-
tial for everybody to have a shot at the 
American dream, and for some reason 
we in Washington cannot figure out 
how to make some changes that would 
help working families and small busi-
nesses all across the United States. 

That moment has come now, and we 
are here. We have the next few weeks 
to figure this out. I believe we will. I 
am enormously optimistic we can pass 
a bill in this Senate and in the Con-
gress that the President can sign that 
will make a material impact, an im-
provement in the lives of working fam-
ilies and those employed by small busi-
nesses all over this country. In fact, 
anything less than that should be unac-
ceptable to all of us. 

I hope we can do that in a bipartisan 
way. I hope we can have cooperation 
across the aisle and the best ideas from 
both parties as we design it. But, to 
me, the most important thing is to 
make sure people who live in my State 
do not need to endure another decade 
of double-digit cost increases every sin-
gle year, do not need to endure another 
decade where they lose their health in-
surance because they lose a job or be-
cause they have a preexisting condition 
or because, as happened in my State 
last week, a baby was born who was 

deemed to be too heavy to insure—for-
tunately, the insurance company did 
the right thing in the end—to not have 
another decade where people are wres-
tling with their insurers to get paid, so 
that doctors and people providing 
health care do not have to spend 30 per-
cent of their overhead or more trying 
to get reimbursed for services they pro-
vided to their patients. 

I am optimistic in part because of all 
my wonderful colleagues who were here 
this morning. I thank them for joining 
me today. 

Mr. President, with that, I yield the 
floor and suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BURRIS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be allowed to 
speak as in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNEMPLOYMENT EXTENSION 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I rise 
to speak in support of the Unemploy-
ment Compensation Extension Act. 
This bill will extend at least 14 weeks 
of unemployment benefits to workers 
across the country who will exhaust 
their benefits by the end of the year. 

This the second time I have come to 
the floor to urge those who are holding 
up this critical legislation to stop 
blocking its passage. 

This week we learned that Wall 
Street firms are expected to pay out a 
record $140 billion in compensation. 
While the economy seems to have 
turned around for Wall Street execu-
tives, it sure hasn’t turned around for 
millions of American workers who still 
can’t find a job. 

If we can bail out the big banks that 
got us into this financial mess, 
shouldn’t this Senate be able to act 
quickly to help the people hit hardest 
by this recession—unemployed work-
ers? 

Apparently not, because there are 
Members of this Senate who are play-
ing partisan political games and delay-
ing an extension of unemployment ben-
efits. This needs to stop. 

Today, more 5 million workers have 
been unemployed for 6 months or 
longer. Through no fault of their own, 
millions of Americans cannot find 
work because there are now more than 
6 unemployed workers for each job 
opening. Until the job market im-
proves, we have a responsibility to help 
these workers keep food on the table 
and pay the mortgage. 

Not only is this the right thing to do 
for families, it is the right investment 
to make in our economy. An effective 

stimulus is timely, targeted and tem-
porary, and that’s how this extension is 
designed. 

This extension is temporary. It is 
targeted at those who have been unem-
ployed for more than 59 weeks and have 
exhausted their benefits. And no one 
can question that it is timely. 

Unemployment compensation is 
money that gets spent immediately on 
necessities. People who are out of work 
need this money to help pay rent and 
mortgages, buy food, and pay for gas. 

So when we extend unemployment 
benefits, we are not just helping work-
ers who have lost their jobs, we are 
helping small businesses across the 
country by boosting demand for their 
products and services. 

In fact, economists say that dollar- 
for-dollar, extending unemployment 
benefits is one of the most cost effec-
tive actions we can take to stimulate 
the economy. 

Temporary extensions of unemploy-
ment benefits are an especially effec-
tive stimulus when the long-term un-
employment rate is high, and, unfortu-
nately, that is the situation today. Na-
tionally, the number of long-term un-
employed—those jobless for 27 weeks or 
more—rose to 5.4 million in September. 
In my home State, New Hampshire, the 
number of long-term unemployed has 
more than tripled in the past year. 

I do not understand why any Senator 
would delay an extension of unemploy-
ment compensation that will help 
workers and small businesses in every 
single State. 

People are counting on us to act now. 
American workers who have exhausted 
unemployment benefits cannot wait 
another week to pay the rent or buy 
groceries. 

I urge my colleagues to stop the 
games and pass this critical extension 
without further delay. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I have 

the honor of chairing the United States 
Helsinki Commission, representing the 
Senate. The Helsinki Commission is 
the U.S. participation in the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe. Fifty-six countries rep-
resenting Europe, Central Asia, Can-
ada, and the United States got to-
gether in 1975 in order to further ad-
vancements in security, in human 
rights, and in economics. 
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