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hope and expectation is that we are 
going to move it as quickly as possible. 
With the President’s support, we 
should be able to accomplish that in a 
short while. 

In Vermont, I can tell you there are 
many seniors making the difficult 
choice about whether or not to heat 
their homes or pay for prescription 
drugs. Those are choices Americans 
should not have to make. Many seniors 
are also going to be seeing an increase 
in the cost of Medicare Part D. 

If we do not deliver on this one-time 
$250 payment, you are going to see mil-
lions of seniors with a reduced amount 
in their Social Security check. That is 
not acceptable. 

I think we are making some progress 
on this issue. Again, I thank Senator 
REID for his strong support, Speaker 
PELOSI for her support, and most im-
portant, the President for his support. 
Let’s get this done on behalf of seniors 
and disabled veterans. I think we will 
have done something that is very im-
portant. 

With that, I yield the floor and sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF FURMAN BISHER 

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I 
rise to honor a giant in the world of 
journalism, Furman Bisher. 

Last Saturday, after nearly 60 years 
of elegant observation of the sports 
world for the Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution, my friend Furman Bisher 
pecked out his last and final column 
before retirement on the thinning keys 
of his trusty, old Royal typewriter. His 
choice of instrument to convey his 
thoughts in this age of instantaneous, 
inane chatter says a lot about why 
newspaper readers, after all these 
years, have continued to seek out his 
column on the AJC’s sports page. 

It all comes down to this: Furman’s 
graceful prose, courtly voice, and sharp 
observations are unfailingly backed up 
by his old-fashioned shoe-leather re-
porting. He gloried in doing his home-
work, making that extra call, inter-
viewing one more player or assistant 
coach or trainer in order to breathe 
even more life into the game or the 
race or the fight for his readers. 

It is also why Furman has become a 
Georgian—and American—institution. 

Simply put, Furman Bisher loved 
sports and he loved journalism. At age 
90, he was still driving out on summer 
nights to cover minor league baseball 
games. 

In his career, Furman scored many 
journalistic knockouts, including a 
1949 interview with Shoeless Joe Jack-
son, the only one Jackson ever gave re-

garding his involvement in the 1919 
Black Sox scandal. 

He got stock tips from Ty Cobb and 
watched every Masters, including Jack 
Nicklaus’s 1986 Masters victory, which 
he gloried in. He sat in the press box at 
countless Falcons games at Atlanta- 
Fulton County Stadium and the Geor-
gia Dome and covered the Olympics, 
both winter and summer. 

He wrote 11 books, including co-
authoring two editions of a Hank 
Aaron autobiography. At the Masters 
Tournament in Augusta every April, 
Furman reigned among the azaleas and 
oaks as the dean of the sports press 
corps. 

In a testament to his longevity in a 
tough business, Furman has covered 
every Kentucky Derby since 1950 and 
every Super Bowl but the first one. 

Furman even branched out into TV. 
Although I did not grow up in Atlanta, 
I have heard from many people that 
preachers across the city would cut a 
sermon short so that their congrega-
tions could be home for Furman’s kick-
off on ‘‘Football Review.’’ 

Along the way, he earned the respect 
of his colleagues and the loyalty of his 
readers, garnering writing awards too 
numerous to mention. Red Smith is ac-
knowledged as probably the dean of all 
journalists from a sports perspective, 
and Furman Bisher has often been re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Red Smith of the 
South.’’ He served as president of the 
National Sportscasters and Sports-
writers Association from 1974 to 1976, 
and of the Football Writers Association 
of America from 1959 to 1960. His fea-
tures have appeared in The Saturday 
Evening Post, Golf Digest, and Sports 
Illustrated, to name but a few. 

In 1961, Time magazine named him 
one of the five best columnists in the 
Nation. I would argue that even today, 
that honor still fits. 

No less than the great Jack Nicklaus 
said of Furman’s retirement: 

He might be turning in his last column for 
the newspaper, but Furman will never stop 
writing or giving his opinion. I guess you 
could say that when it comes to the last 
writings of Furman Bisher, I will believe it 
when I don’t see it. 

Furman would close every column 
with a single valediction—the word 
‘‘selah,’’ a Hebrew word that ends 
many Psalms and that exhorts the 
reader to reflect. 

It is appropriate then to reflect on 
Furman’s long, fruitful career, one 
that began in Atlanta as the Korean 
war was starting, when Joe Louis was 
still boxing, when the Minneapolis 
Lakers were the NBA champs, before 
Willie Mays had joined the Major 
Leagues, and before Sports Illustrated 
even existed. 

Ever since, with wit and style, 
Furman Bisher has chronicled the tri-
umphs and the travails of the sports 
world and its often all too human he-
roes. 

Furman is leaving the AJC at almost 
91 years old, and he is still going 
strong. While we may not be seeing his 

column on a regular basis, I am quite 
sure we have not heard the last of 
Furman Bisher. As Furman would say, 
selah. I am thankful for Furman 
Bisher. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AFGHANISTAN AND PAKISTAN 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I know 

the hour is late and many are ready to 
end the week. I wish to say a few words 
tonight about the challenge we have 
with regard to Afghanistan and Paki-
stan and our strategy going forward. 

I spent some time in the last couple 
of weeks talking about the obligation 
we have in the Senate to have a full de-
bate on these issues and not simply to 
point down Pennsylvania Avenue and 
say the White House has to do this or 
that or the President has to do this or 
that. 

It is important, I believe, that the 
President and his team have taken the 
kind of time they have to get the strat-
egy right with regard to Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. But I believe the Con-
gress has a role to play. If we simply 
fall into partisan corners with regard 
to our strategy in Afghanistan and 
dust off and reintroduce talking points 
from the war in Iraq, we will not get it 
right; we will get it wrong. 

I believe we have to listen to a lot of 
different points of view. The President 
has undertaken that kind of review, 
and we have to do that as well. 

Part of that is doing what we have 
already begun to do, which is to have a 
series of hearings. 

In the Foreign Relations Committee, 
we have had a number of hearings. I 
know the Presiding Officer, as a mem-
ber of the Intelligence Committee and 
his work as a Senator, has engaged in 
this review as well. We are trying to 
get different points of view in front of 
us. I know Chairman KERRY and the 
Foreign Relations Committee have had 
too many hearings to count, and not 
just in the last couple of weeks but 
over many months. 

Chairman LEVIN and the Armed Serv-
ices Committee have outlined a strat-
egy, or at least an approach to part of 
a strategy, to focus on building up the 
Afghan National Army and the police 
on an accelerated basis so we can begin 
to move the responsibility more to the 
Afghan people and the Afghan gov-
erning institutions as opposed to hav-
ing the United States and other coali-
tion partners bear this responsibility 
solely. Chairman LEVIN has spent a 
good deal of time trying to contribute 
to this debate. 

We have heard both Democrats and 
Republicans contributing to this dis-
cussion. As much as we have heard 
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about General McChrystal’s report and 
his recommendations—and we have 
heard a good bit about that, and we 
should, and we have heard an awful lot 
about his recommendation with regard 
to troop levels, almost exclusively, 
General McChrystal’s recommenda-
tions about troops. 

If you read his report—the report 
that is now public—he talks at length 
in that report about every topic under 
that heading and does refer to troops, 
but he also talks about at least three 
areas. One, he talks about security. Ob-
viously, as the commander, he should 
address that issue, and he does. But he 
also talks about governance and devel-
opment. Those three areas are criti-
cally important. We can get the troop 
level right and get the whole strategy 
wrong. Even if we focus on security, 
which obviously involves troop levels 
and military determinations we have 
to make, we have to get it right with 
regard to development and also with 
regard to governance. 

I note for the record an article 
from—I do not have it in front of me, 
but I will refer to it. The New York 
Times on October 2 had a story about 
General McChrystal’s approach to the 
strategy, but he was quoted in that 
story talking about debate and delib-
eration. 

I have been listening to some people 
who talked about what he is recom-
mending. One would think all he did 
was put together a report, send it to 
Washington, and the report said ‘‘add 
troops’’ and that is all he had to say. 
General McChrystal—I am para-
phrasing—did refer to both debate and 
deliberation to get the strategy right. 
He also said we do not have the luxury 
of moving too fast. I think that is in-
structive of what he has been recom-
mending. 

I want to talk tonight briefly about 
one of those three areas, not security 
or development, but governance, and in 
particular talk for a moment about 
elections and other aspects of govern-
ance as well as the judiciary. 

I know the Senator from Rhode Is-
land, the Presiding Officer, is a mem-
ber of the Senate Judiciary Committee 
and a former prosecutor and under-
stands how important the judiciary is 
to a functioning democracy. We have a 
ways to go and the Afghan people have 
a ways to go between here and there, 
meaning here where they are today and 
where they must get to with regard to 
their judiciary. 

In terms of the election, we heard a 
lot about the problems, and some of it 
bears repeating. As documented by the 
National Democratic Institute, the 
International Republican Institute, De-
mocracy International, and a host of 
other international observers, the elec-
tions in Afghanistan saw widespread 
fraud amid an atmosphere of escalated 
violence. We saw many of these prob-
lems coming before the elections, and 
despite having years to prepare, there 
is still not a reliable voters list, which 
opened the possibility of wholesale 

fraud on election day. The ‘‘single non-
transferable vote system’’ for the pro-
vincial government elections has led to 
candidates gaining seats with only a 
few actual votes. On election day, 
many citizens were too scared to vote, 
citing Taliban threats to bomb polling 
stations or literally cut fingers off of 
voters. Afghanistan itself can and 
should take several concrete steps or 
measures to address these issues prior 
to the next election, including fixing 
the voters list, considering moving 
away from the single nontransferable 
voter system, and enhancing the secu-
rity environment for voters in the 
preelection period and on election day. 

I would add to this that when I was 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan back in 
August with Senator BROWN and Con-
gressman ZACK SPACE, we had several 
briefings and one of them was on the 
election. One point that was made we 
shouldn’t lose sight of. This election, 
for all the fraud that we know is on the 
record now, for all the problems, the 
security environment was generally 
good. The fact that despite those 
threats by the Taliban an election took 
place in a time of war and under an ad-
verse, difficult security environment 
shouldn’t be glossed over. It was a sig-
nificant challenge. So we had a lot of 
fraud, but in terms of security there is 
some good news on the security front. 

Organized representation of any citi-
zen’s interests in Afghanistan also re-
mains underdeveloped. The electoral 
system disincentivizes the develop-
ment of vibrant party structures. This 
is problematic, because without polit-
ical parties—it is hard for us to under-
stand this is still a problem—without 
political parties that can help to orga-
nize and represent the policy concerns 
of the people, there is little hope that 
the Parliament’s legislation can truly 
reflect the will of the Afghan people. 

Governing institutions in Afghani-
stan have atrophied over decades of 
civil war and Taliban rule and have 
begun to develop other problems as 
well, but institutional reform is vitally 
necessary. We know that the idea of a 
strong central government in the his-
tory of Afghanistan is somewhat of a 
foreign concept. In recent years, the 
international community has placed an 
emphasis on the development of gov-
erning institutions in Kabul, capable of 
projecting its presence and influence 
across the country, but it has been a 
difficult challenge. Not enough atten-
tion has been paid to the development 
of proper financing of local governing 
institutions. Provincial government is 
underfunded, and that opens the door 
to local level corruption. 

Local and international development 
nongovernmental organizations often 
take the lead in local development 
projects, which can serve to minimize 
the role of the provincial government 
at a time when we need their role to be 
strengthened in terms of what people 
see. So just at a time when you need 
strong evidence of local government, 
sometimes the NGOs are doing a lot of 
the work. 

While the international community 
has not paid enough attention to the 
development of local governing struc-
tures, the Taliban, unfortunately, un-
derstands the importance of connecting 
with the people at the local level. Over 
the past few years, the Taliban has es-
tablished shadow governments across 
the south which mete out their form of 
Sharia justice. They have ombudsmen 
who travel from district to district to 
gauge the work of the Taliban shadow 
government and their officials. And of 
course we know that Mullah Omar, the 
former head of the Taliban-led govern-
ment, now runs the so-called Quetta 
Shura—QST as it is known by its acro-
nym—and they have produced a 30-page 
manual, believe it or not, on how best 
to win the favor of the local popu-
lation. 

So the Taliban is not just thinking in 
military terms. They have already not 
just thought about but have begun to 
implement a governing strategy, and 
our government—our strategy—and 
also the Afghan people, as well as our 
coalition partners—have to think this 
through as well and get it right. It is 
important we get this right—the gov-
erning part of our challenge—as much 
as we get the military part of this 
right. 

The Afghan Government should 
make every effort to devolve power and 
resources to the local level to bring 
good governance as close to the people 
as possible. The provincial reconstruc-
tion teams can help and play a sup-
porting role, but this essential connec-
tion between the Afghan citizen and 
government must be an Afghan-led en-
terprise. 

Let me conclude with this thought 
about the judiciary. The Taliban are 
threatened by a strong judiciary, as 
evidenced by its deadly attack on the 
Ministry of Justice in Kabul earlier 
this year. High levels of endemic cor-
ruption, insufficiently trained staff, 
and a complicated system of western, 
customary, and Sharia law hinders the 
Afghan Government’s ability to pro-
vide justice for its people. This is per-
haps the biggest threat to the Afghan 
Government’s viability, the Taliban’s 
ability to provide quick, albeit brutal, 
justice, which sharply contrasts with 
the corrupt government officials who 
are unwilling or unable to take action. 
So in the absence of a strong effort by 
the government to provide the kind of 
judiciary that we would hope they 
could provide, the Taliban has filled 
the void. Thus a majority of legal dis-
putes are settled outside of the state’s 
formal justice system. With little trust 
in the government, the population can 
easily turn to the Taliban for a swift, 
brutal form of justice. 

As we ramp up our efforts to train 
the Afghan National Police force, we 
must at the same time consider par-
allel reforms that must take place 
within the formal justice sector. We 
must support Afghan efforts toward in-
stitutional reform in the Ministry of 
Justice so that the local population 
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will not rely only upon the informal 
justice sector, or worse, turn in fact to 
the Taliban for justice. 

There has been noteworthy progress 
in some democratic institution build-
ing within the country. First, by way 
of example, the Ministries of Defense 
and Interior are often recognized for 
their positive efforts. And while consid-
erable work remains to be done, each 
has made significant strides in recent 
years. I can say from somewhat of a 
firsthand observation that both De-
fense Minister Wardal and Interior 
Minister Akmar, two ministers we met 
with on our trip in August and sat 
down with, indicated to me they have a 
strong sense of where they have to go 
to develop the Afghan army and police 
force, the security for the country. But 
they still have to demonstrate that 
over time. No matter who ultimately 
wins the Presidential election, I hope 
that the Afghan Government will re-
tain these important ministers, who 
have the institutional knowledge of 
success and of clear plans for continued 
development. 

Second, the health sector, in par-
ticular, has seen impressive gains since 
the fall of the Taliban government. 
Today, in Afghanistan, 82 percent of 
the population lives in districts with 
access to a government-provided 
health care package, up from 9 percent 
in 2003. That is a bit of good news we 
don’t often hear about, but I am sure 
there is progress yet to be made there 
as well in terms of health care. 

Third, the education sector has seen 
improvements as well. In 2001, less 
than 1 million children—probably 
about 10 percent of the school-aged 
population—were enrolled in elemen-
tary or secondary education, and al-
most none of them were girls at that 
time. Today, more than 6 million chil-
dren are enrolled, 2 million of whom 
are girls. So there has been measurable 
and significant progress in Afghanistan 
despite the recent deteriorating secu-
rity environment. 

Building on these fragile gains will 
rest in large part on the viability of 
the Afghan democratic institutions. 
The United States can help in this ef-
fort through the continued provision of 
development assistance and other 
forms of diplomatic and political sup-
port for Afghanistan’s institutions. 
While the security situation is increas-
ingly grave, between 79 and 91 percent 
of the population remains opposed to 
the Taliban and their brand of violent 
politics and their brand of justice. I 
hope we can consolidate on the gains 
made in Afghanistan and seriously 
begin to address the severe short-
comings that remain in the democratic 
development of the country. 

In conclusion, I would say that de-
spite all the bad news about the secu-
rity environment, which is news we 
need to hear, we need to put it in the 
context of the two other challenges be-
yond security—governance and devel-
opment. I have pointed out some real 
problems with the governance, espe-

cially as it relates to the judiciary, but 
we have had some progress on health 
and on education. We need to accel-
erate and develop that and incentivize 
it and get it right, but we have seen 
some good news. 

So I think as we debate this strategy 
going forward, those of us in the Sen-
ate who have a role to play here and 
who feel the obligation to get this 
right have to focus on more than just 
security and troops and the military. 
We have to make sure that we get 
strategies in place to enhance and in-
crease the governance priority as well 
as development. We will talk more at 
another time about development. 

I thank the Chair and yield the floor. 
f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT JOSHUA KIRK 
Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, it is 

with deep sympathy and a heavy heart 
that I express my condolences to the 
family of SGT Joshua Kirk who was 
killed on October 3 in Afghanistan. 
Joshua was serving his second tour of 
duty as part of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. The American people will 
forever be grateful for his ultimate sac-
rifice. 

Sergeant Kirk enlisted in the Army 
in the spring of 2005, joining the 4th In-
fantry Division based out of Fort Car-
son in Colorado Springs, CO. He was 
originally from Thomaston, ME and at-
tended Southern Maine Community 
College, where he met his wife Megan 
of Exeter, NH, and earned a degree in 
construction technology. 

Joshua believed deeply in his mission 
and in the cause of freedom for which 
he and seven of his fellow soldiers sac-
rificed their lives together. Words will 
not assuage the anguish each of these 
soldier’s family will feel, nor the sense 
of loss at Fort Carson when these brave 
men failed to return home, but we hope 
that one day these families will take 
solace in what President Lincoln de-
scribed as ‘‘the solemn pride that must 
be yours to have laid so costly a sac-
rifice upon the altar of freedom.’’ 

Our Nation can never fully repay the 
sacrifice Sergeant Kirk and his family 
have made. Through his service, he 
helped preserve the safety and security 
of the American people. It now falls to 
all of us to take up this responsibility 
and ensure that the cause Sergeant 
Kirk gave his life for is won for his wife 
and young daughter. 

I ask my colleagues to join me and 
all Americans in honoring the life of 
SGT Joshua Kirk. 

STAFF SERGEANT KURT R. CURTISS 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise 

today to pay tribute to U.S. Army SSG 
Kurt R. Curtiss of Utah who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for his country on 
August 26, 2009. The staff sergeant died 
from injuries sustained from enemy 
small arms fire in Paktika Province, 
Afghanistan. Staff Sergeant Curtiss 
was leading his unit into a hospital 
trying to rescue patients trapped inside 
when the attack occurred. 

Staff Sergeant Curtiss was assigned 
to Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company, 1st Battalion, 501st Para-
chute Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry 
Division, Fort Richardson, AK, in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom. 

On the day after the September 11 at-
tacks, Kurt Curtiss enlisted in the 
Army. He wanted to protect his coun-
try and make the world a better place. 
This call to service led to two tours in 
Iraq and a final tour in Afghanistan. 
The sense of patriotism exhibited by 
his actions provides a striking example 
to us all. 

Early in his youth, Staff Sergeant 
Curtiss learned of selflessness and ac-
ceptance as he grew up in a home 
where his mother cared for over 60 fos-
ter children. He will be remembered for 
his love, devotion, compassion, and 
humor. Curtiss loved life. He was a car-
ing man who always placed others be-
fore himself, a characteristic exempli-
fied by his final moments. 

Staff Sergeant Curtiss left behind a 
wife and two young children who I hope 
can find solace in the immense grati-
tude that our Nation owes for his self-
less service to his countrymen. We are 
forever in his and his family’s debt. 

Therefore I know that I am joined by 
all of my colleagues in the Senate in 
mourning the loss of SSG Kurt R. Cur-
tiss, our protector and hero. 

f 

REMEMBERING SENATOR EDWARD 
M. KENNEDY 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. President, yesterday 
evening, President Obama delivered an-
other eloquent tribute to Senator Ed-
ward M. Kennedy. I am sure my col-
leagues will be pleased and touched to 
see it, and I ask unanimous consent 
that excerpts from the tribute may be 
printed at this point in the RECORD. I 
also ask unanimous consent that a se-
ries of tributes to Senator Kennedy 
from ‘‘The Hill’’ newspaper on August 
29, 2009 may be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
EXCERPTS FROM REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

AT AN EVENT CELEBRATING THE EDWARD M. 
KENNEDY INSTITUTE FOR THE UNITED 
STATES SENATE 

(Ritz Carlton Hotel, Washington, DC, Oct. 14, 
2009) 

The PRESIDENT: Thank you so much. 
Thank you, Patrick, for that generous intro-
duction, and for ensuring that the Kennedy 
family spirit of public service lives on as 
strong as ever. . . . 

And to Vicki and all the members of the 
Kennedy family—to Ted and Kara, obviously 
Patrick—there are few who are not inspired 
by the grace and love that all of you have 
shown throughout a difficult time. 

Our friend Ted left us less than two months 
ago. In the days that followed, we gathered 
in Boston to celebrate his life—with a joyous 
Irish wake of sorts at the John F. Kennedy 
Library, and with heavy hearts on Mission 
Hill. We watched as mourners lined the 
streets of Massachusetts and Washington in 
the rain to say a final thank you; and as dec-
ades’ worth of his colleagues and staff lined 
the steps of the Capitol to say a final good-
bye. We smiled as the Caucus Room in the 
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