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Washington Honor Medal. In addition, Mr. St. 
John, Mr. Fabbri, and Mr. Shaw were awarded 
the Medal of Honor by the Sons and Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution. In 2007, Mr. 
St. John was inducted into the Connecticut 
American Legion Hall of Fame as part of its 
inaugural class. 

Last Saturday, as on the 240 Saturdays 
prior, one flag was retired and another was 
raised in Bantam. We celebrate and remem-
ber the lives of not only the 2 veterans hon-
ored at the ceremony, but all those who have 
participated over the years. 
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TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN JO-
SEPH D. EARLY IN RECOGNITION 
OF HIS ROLE IN LAUNCHING THE 
LIFE SCIENCE INDUSTRY IN 
WORCESTER, MA 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 28, 2009 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate my hometown of 
Worcester, Massachusetts on the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the establishment of the life 
sciences industry as a major economic force 
within the city and the entire region. Due to 
scheduled votes here in the House of Rep-
resentatives, I regret that I am unable to at-
tend tonight’s celebration of this occasion 
which has been organized by the Massachu-
setts Biomedical Initiatives (MBI) and will be 
hosted by Abbot Laboratories in Worcester’s 
Biotechnology Park. I am personally grateful to 
Kevin O’Sullivan and the leadership of MBI for 
ensuring this important milestone did not pass 
without properly recognizing the many individ-
uals who had the foresight to realize the limit-
less potential of this fledgling industry and who 
in turn planted a flag in the heart of the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts announcing to 
the world that biotechnology will be the future 
of our proud city. I particularly want to ac-
knowledge the extraordinary contributions of 
my friend Governor Michael Dukakis and the 
late William Short to this effort which now, a 
quarter century later, has spawned thousands 
of jobs and remarkable advances in 
healthcare right in Worcester, Massachusetts. 

I am, however, especially pleased that my 
predecessor, friend and colleague, Congress-
man Joseph D. Early, is also being honored 
tonight for the absolutely pivotal role he played 
in the creation of Worcester’s biotechnology 
cluster. In his own quiet but effective way, 
Congressman Early relentlessly championed 
federal funding on the House Appropriations 
Committee for both the biotech park and for 
medical research at the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH). Before anyone else, Congress-
man Early understood that the local economy 
of his beloved city was in need of a trans-
formation from a rich heritage of heavy manu-
facturing towards a new 2lst century industry 
that would produce the next generation of 
highly skilled jobs. His prescient vision and 
dogged determination forced Worcester to 
confront a harsh reality at that time; the city’s 
future prosperity was directly dependent upon 
the ability to marry the immense intellectual 
capital at the University of Massachusetts 

Medical School and the city’s other fine col-
leges and universities with its renowned tradi-
tion of industrial innovation. Due in large part 
to Congressman Early’s leadership, that mar-
riage took the shape of Worcester’s Bio-
technology Park and its success today is part 
of his unrivaled legacy of service to his district 
and the untold number of constituents who 
have benefited from his advocacy. 

Madam Speaker, all of us in elected office 
hope one day to be remembered not so much 
for the votes we have taken or the speeches 
we have given but for the very real, tangible 
and enduring examples of our public service. 
In that spirit, Congressman Joe Early’s finger-
prints are all over Worcester’s Biotechnology 
Park and the rapidly expanding life science in-
dustry our city now enjoys. In as much as 
Congressman Early is a household name in 
Worcester, he remains a revered figure to 
those crusading pioneers at the National Insti-
tutes of Health who still remember and des-
perately miss his fierce commitment to federal 
funding for medical research. 

As he modestly accepts the honor bestowed 
upon him tonight, I want Congressman Early 
to personally know how much I truly admire 
him for the contributions he has made to the 
life sciences in Worcester and around the 
world. He inspires me to work all that much 
harder to support and promote biotechnology 
in Worcester and I will forever be grateful for 
the example he has given me. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 28, 2009 

Mr. CAPUANO. Madam Speaker, last week 
and earlier this week I missed several rollcall 
votes and I wish to state for the record how 
I would have voted had I been present: rollcall 
No. 812—‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 813—‘‘yes’’; roll-
call No. 814—‘‘yes’’; rollcall No. 815—‘‘yes’’. 
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HONORING FRIENDS OF CHILDREN 
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 28, 2009 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Friends of Children With Special 
Needs (FCSN), a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to providing support, friendship, and life 
skills training to developmentally disabled indi-
viduals and their families. Formed in 1996, 
FCSN is based in Fremont, California. 

FCSN offers special needs children an ac-
cepting, educational, and fun environment. 
The organization provides resources and infor-
mation for families with special needs children 
and advocates for full-inclusion educational 
systems that allow special needs children to 
interact with their peers. FCSN also educates 
family members, friends, and students to pro-
mote better understanding of developmental 
disabilities. 

The organization assists thousands of spe-
cial needs individuals each year. In 2006, 
FCSN opened the Dream Center in Fremont, 
California, which now serves over 250 children 
and adults with autism, Down’s syndrome, and 
cerebral palsy. In May 2008, FCSN began of-
fering programs in San Jose to support the 
South Bay community. There are plans to 
transform the South Bay Center into another 
fully operative Dream Center in 2010. These 
centers allow FCSN to provide additional serv-
ices, such as job training, therapeutic modali-
ties and day programs. 

FCSN’s mission is to ‘‘help children with 
special needs and their families find hope, 
love, respect, and support through integrated 
community involvement.’’ I applaud everyone 
who has come together to support the con-
tinuing success of Friends of Children With 
Special Needs as they strive to meet these 
goals. 
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CONGRATULATING THE CLOPTON 
HIGH SCHOOL LADY HAWKS 
SOFTBALL TEAM 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 28, 2009 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Madam Speaker, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in congratulating the 
Clopton High School Lady Hawks Softball 
team for winning the Class 1A Missouri State 
Championship on October 24th. 

The young women and their coaches should 
be commended for all their hard work through-
out the regular season and bringing home the 
1A Softball Championship to their school and 
community. 

I ask that you join me in recognizing the 
Clopton Lady Hawks for a job well done. 
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A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE 
150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, October 28, 2009 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker, 
Whereas, the First United Church of Christ 

was founded in 1859, and 
Whereas, the church will celebrate its 150th 

anniversary with an All Saints Day service 
filled with celebration and music, and 

Whereas, New Philadelphia Christians met 
as early as 1857 without a minister until they 
declared Rev. John Rettig to be their first min-
ister in 1859, and 

Whereas, the group merged with the Ger-
man Reformed church to form the German 
Evangelical Reformed Church in 1886; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved That along with the residents of 
the 18th Congressional District, I commend 
the First United Church of Christ for 150 years 
of service to the community and their contin-
ued dedication to cooperation and learning. 
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