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Mr. WELCH. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to salute the brave men and
women of the Vermont National Guard,
who will soon begin a year of service to
our country in the rugged mountains
and forbidding deserts of Afghanistan.

Tomorrow morning at Camp Johnson
in Colchester, Vermonters will salute
the first 35 Guardsmen and -women to
leave the Green Mountain State and re-
port for training at Fort Polk, Lou-
isiana. They’ll be followed shortly
thereafter by all of the 1,400
Vermonters whose deployment will
constitute the largest since World War
II1.

As we Vermonters bid a temporary
farewell to our finest, their families
and our communities will prepare to
face the hardship of their absence. Yet
our State can and will take pride in
knowing that our loved ones and our
friends and our neighbors who are de-
voting themselves to the service of our
State and to all of the United States of
America go with our support.

We stand proud to know that, as in
every war since the Revolution, the
Green Mountain Boys are serving our
State and our country with strength,
bravery, and honor.

We salute and look forward to your
safe return.

————

RECOGNIZING SISTER TO SISTER

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I am pleased to recognize a wonder-
ful foundation, Sister to Sister, and its
Miami Community Council.

Sister to Sister works year-round to
bring heart awareness to thousands of
women in south Florida. Its members
educate women on the dangers of heart
disease, which is the leading cause of
death among women.

Sister to Sister will host its Miami
Executive Women’s Breakfast on No-
vember 18 in Key Biscayne, in my con-
gressional district, to stimulate inter-
est in the many women’s heart health
fairs throughout the years. These heart
health fairs include free heart
screenings as well as great information
on preventing heart disease.

Sister to Sister’s heart health fairs
have been held in more than 20 cities,
and more than 80,000 women have been
screened.

I commend our local Sister to Sister
organization for its hard work and
compassion in the fight against heart
disease and encourage all south Florida
women to attend one of their heart
health fairs.

Heart disease is a serious issue, and
we can promote early detection and
treatment.

———
HONORING THE SERVICE OF

FORMER BORDER PATROL CHIEF

GUSTAVO DE LA VINA

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
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to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, on October 26
of this year, this country lost a great
public servant and defender of its bor-
ders, former Border Patrol Chief Gus-
tavo De La Vina.

Known as ‘‘the Chief”’ to the people
that he worked with, Chief De La Vina
passed away this Monday while on as-
signment in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

He was born and raised in Edinburg,
Texas. He lived on the border and
worked on the border all of his life. En-
tering the Border Patrol as an agent in
1970, he rose through the ranks and 27
yvears later was appointed our Chief of
the Border Patrol. This was in 1997.
And upon his retirement in 2004, we
called upon the Chief again to serve,
and he became an adviser to the Inter-
national Criminal Investigative Train-
ing Assistance Program within the De-
partment of Justice.

My condolences go to his family and
to the men and women who had the
honor to serve with him in the uniform
of green, who served with him for the
last 34 years.

Gus, we will miss you.

————

HEALTH CARE BILL—
CONSTITUTIONAL?

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
the universal health care bill forces
businesses and individuals to purchase
health insurance. It raises at least two
constitutional issues.

The Constitution doesn’t give the
Federal Government direct authority
to compel the purchase of health insur-
ance. So the Supreme Court would once
again have to come in and by judicial
edict give government the intrusive
power to do what it obviously cannot
do now: stretch the meaning of the
Commerce Clause.

Can the Federal Government force
people to buy health insurance whether
they can afford it or not? Can the Fed-
eral Government then impose a crimi-
nal fine on them under the guise of
calling it a tax if they fail to buy the
insurance?

Then what happens if the citizen
doesn’t pay the fine? Do they go to jail
without the benefit of trial by jury? Do
they lose their right to confront wit-
nesses and have a lawyer?

Congress’s forcing mandatory health
insurance on Americans and then im-
posing criminal sanctions without due
process is a violation of the Constitu-
tion. This action would shock the
Framers of our Constitution.

These serious constitutional issues
cannot be ignored in the haste to have
the government take over America’s
health.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

STOP-LOSS PAYMENTS

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today with good news for our
honorable servicemembers and their
families in Florida and around our
country.

Last week, the Defense Department
announced that it will provide retro-
active payments to servicemembers
who had their enlistment extended or
retirement suspended under the pro-
gram known as Stop-Loss.

While our men and women never
hesitate to serve when asked, Stop-
Loss kept them away from their fami-
lies for months or years longer than
planned. That is why I'm so pleased
that servicemembers will receive an
extra $500 for every month or part of a
month they served under the Stop-Loss
program. These payments are a small
token of gratitude we feel toward the
men and women of our military.

I look forward to working with all of
our colleagues as we continue to ensure
that our servicemembers have access
to the full range of benefits they have
earned.

——
MESSAGE FROM CONSTITUENTS:
LESS SPENDING, LESS BOR-

ROWING, AND LESS GOVERN-
MENT

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, as I travel across Kansas, one
common theme I hear from folks is
their frustration with the amount of
spending taking place in Washington.
Rightfully so, millions of Americans
are standing up to their elected offi-
cials and saying ‘‘enough is enough.”
Our national debt is closing in on $12
trillion, almost $39,000 owed by each
man, woman, and child in the United
States.

I applaud the millions of Americans
who have chosen to exercise their con-
stitutional right to free speech and
have taken part in the TEA party pro-
tests. I am a sponsor of House Resolu-
tion 870, which expresses the apprecia-
tion of the House of Representatives
for those who participated in the Tax-
payer March on September 12, 2009, in
Washington, D.C.

Congress has been issuing checks
that our Nation can no longer afford,
and I applaud the participants for send-
ing a clear message: It’s time for Wash-
ington to change its ways. Less spend-
ing, less borrowing, and less govern-
ment.

———

HONORING SERGEANT NICKOLAS
MUELLER

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, it is
with profound sadness that we com-
memorate the death of a Wisconsin na-
tive son, 26-year-old Sergeant Nickolas
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