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Fort Carson, all of the 3rd Squadron,
61st Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division,
were killed in combat while bravely de-
fending their outpost against a coordi-
nated attack by hundreds of insurgents
in the mountainous Nuristan Provence.
Over the course of his service, Sergeant
Scusa received an array of honors and
awards, including a Bronze Star, Pur-
ple Heart and Army Good Conduct
Medal; and he was posthumously pro-
moted from specialist to sergeant.

Upon his wishes, Sergeant Scusa has
been laid to rest in Colorado in order to
be near his wife and son. He also leaves
behind his mother Cindy; father and
stepmother George and Kelley; sisters
Susan and Kami; brothers John and
Jimmy; and numerous other family
members and friends.

Sergeant Scusa passed away making
the ultimate and most valiant sac-
rifice. My condolences and prayers go
out to his family and friends. His her-
oism and selflessness will remain an in-
spiration for all of us.

——

CALLING UPON TURKEY TO FA-
CILITATE THE REOPENING OF
THE HALKI SEMINARY

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, this
week’s visit to Washington by the Ecu-
menical Patriarch, Bartholomew I, is
an appropriate occasion to renew calls
for the reopening of the Halki Semi-
nary, without further delay. Founded
in 1844, the Theological School of
Halki, located outside modern-day
Istanbul, served as the principal semi-
nary for Ecumenical Patriarchate until
its forcible closure by the Turkish au-
thorities in 1971. Counted among alum-
ni of this preeminent educational insti-
tution are numerous prominent Ortho-
dox scholars, theologians, priests, and
bishops as well as patriarchs, including
Bartholomew I. Many of these scholars
and theologians have served as faculty
at other institutions serving Orthodox
communities around the world. Despite
occasional indications by the authori-
ties of pending action to reopen the
seminary, to date all have failed to ma-
terialize.

Earlier this year, several of my col-
leagues from the Commission on Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe, which
I chair, joined me in a letter to Presi-
dent Obama to underscoring our long-
standing concern over the continued
closure of this unique institution. The
continued denial of requests for the re-
opening of the seminary stands in clear
violation of Turkey’s obligations pur-
suant to the 1989 OSCE Vienna Con-
cluding Document which affirmed the
right of religious communities to pro-
vide ‘“‘training of religious personnel in
appropriate institutions.”” While there
is no question that the Halki Seminary
is the appropriate institution for train-
ing Orthodox clergy in Turkey, the
Government of Turkey continues to
refuse to reopen the school.

In his address to the Turkish Gran
National Assembly in April, President
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Obama said, ‘‘Freedom of religion and
expression lead to a strong and vibrant
civil society that only strengthens the
state, which is why steps like reopen-
ing Halki Seminary will send such an
important signal inside Turkey and be-
yond.” In a welcomed development,
Turkey’s Prime Minister, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan met with the Ecu-
menical Patriarch in August. In an ad-
dress to a wider gathering of minority
religious leaders that day, Erdogan
concluded by stating, ‘“We should not
be of those who gather, talk and dis-
perse. A result should come out of
this.”

Mr. President, I urge Prime Minister
Erdogan to follow through on the sen-
timent of those remarks by actions
that will facilitate the reopening of the
Halki Seminary without further delay.
I am told that the Theological School
of Halki is situated atop the summit of
the Hill of Hope. For those of us who
have pursued this issue over the years,
our hope has been that we would indeed
witness the reopening of this historic
institution. I remain hopeful and en-
courage Prime Minister Erdogan to act
decisively and without condition on
this matter before his upcoming visit
to Washington.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING GEORGE M.
SULLIVAN

e Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
wish to remember one of the great pub-
lic officials in the history of the State
of Alaska, the former mayor of Anchor-
age, George M. Sullivan, who died
peacefully in his sleep last month at
age 87. George served Alaska during a
time of transition in our State’s his-
tory.

A lifelong Alaskan who was born and
raised in Valdez, George worked for the
U.S. Army’s transportation corps dur-
ing World War II in the Aleutians. He
later won a seat in the Alaska House of
Representatives in 1964 and 1965, being
an excellent representative for Anchor-
age to represent the city’s vast eco-
nomic needs in the State legislature.
He was a convincing spokesman for An-
chorage in securing the aid that the
city so desperately needed to rebuild.

George became the mayor of the city
of Anchorage in 1967, just 8 years after
statehood, but more importantly just 3
years after the Good Friday earth-
quake of 1964 that destroyed most of
downtown Anchorage. The city was
still in the early phases of rebuilding
when George became the leader of city
government. He guided the city
through crafting new building and zon-
ing codes as well as implementing land
use planning to prevent further earth-
quake damage from occurring in the
future.

Meanwhile, an economic earthquake
struck Alaska—the discovery of oil on
Alaska’s North Slope in December 1968.
That discovery did more than any
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other event, even the earthquake, to
turn Anchorage from a small port city
to Alaska’s largest city and the center
of business, commerce, and supply in
the State.

In preparation for the construction of
the Trans-Alaska pipeline and the sub-
sequent economic boom, Sullivan had
the vision to see that municipal gov-
ernment needed to have greater au-
thority to regulate and supervise
growth. He led the effort to bring about
the merger of the city of Anchorage
with the surrounding borough to build
a unified government, helping to write
the city-borough’s first charter in 1975.
He then stayed on to guide the young
unified city-borough government, serv-
ing as mayor for 14 years, longer than
any other person before or since.

While guiding Anchorage to become
the State’s largest city, he also found
time to represent Alaska as the State’s
first member of the executive board of
the National League of Cities in 1972.
He also served as the president of the
Alaska Municipal League.

George also worked tirelessly to rep-
resent Alaska’s needs during congres-
sional consideration of the Alaska
lands act that eventually passed in
1980. It was then that I first met him
since I was working as an aide for the
Alaska Legislature. George truly was
an inspiration. He could light up a
room in Juneau just by entering it and
could influence legislation simply with
a few words of wisdom.

George did not speak to hear himself
talk, but everyone listened when he did
talk. That was because everyone who
knew George knew he was a straight
shooter, a totally honest, fair, dedi-
cated and hard-working man of out-
standing judgment. He was a gen-
tleman in every sense of the word.

He worked tirelessly to develop a
complete city, one with services for the
young which is why the town’s sports
center the the Sullivan Arena—is
named after him. He also worked to
build facilities for senior citizens and
low-income individuals and he worked
to build the infrastructure necessary
for a modern city in a cold climate.

While we had known of his ill health
and his battle with cancer for some
time, there is still a great emptiness at
his passing. While his wife Margaret
passed away 2 years ago, George is sur-
vived by nine children, one of which,
Dan, is Anchorage’s current mayor.

As much as George was known for his
leadership in the community and
State, he was also known to be a fam-
ily man. He and his wife Margaret were
married for 59 years and raised nine
children. I offer my deepest condo-
lences to all of his children and grand-
children.

George was truly one of Alaska’s
original pioneers, a giant who will be
sorely missed. His many accomplish-
ments will live on in Alaska’s history.
Many Alaskans, including myself, will
continue to remember the good humor,
wisdom, and selflessness of the man
who will always be called Mr. Mayor.e
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