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NAYS—17
Adler (NJ) Filner Radanovich
Altmire Hunter Rahall
Berry Kaptur Rohrabacher
Braley (IA) Lungren, Daniel =~ Rooney
Campbell E. Schwartz
Delahunt Murphy (CT) Sensenbrenner

ANSWERED “PRESENT”’—I11

DeFazio Langevin Souder
Driehaus Marshall Tsongas
Hodes Oberstar Welch
Kagen Olver

NOT VOTING—19
Aderholt Conyers Nunes
Broun (GA) Davis (KY) Posey
Carter Ehlers Rogers (MI)
Cassidy Gohmert Sanchez, Linda
Chandler McGovern T.
Clay Moore (WI) Stupak
Conaway Murphy, Patrick

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to make the following votes today. If | were
present | would vote “yea” to: H. Con. Res.
210—Providing for the House, upon comple-
tion of the Affordable Health Care of America
Act, to adjourn until November 16, 2009 and
H. Res. 893—Congratulating the 2009 Major
League Baseball World Series Champions, the
New York Yankees.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 5, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I have the honor to
transmit herewith a facsimile copy of a let-
ter received from Mr. Todd D. Valentine and
Mr. Robert A. Brehm, Co-Executive Direc-
tors of the New York State Board of Elec-
tions, indicating that, according to the unof-
ficial returns of the Special Election held
November 3, 2009, the Honorable William L.
Owens was elected Representative to Con-
gress for the Twenty-Third Congressional
District, State of New York.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk.
Enclosure.
STATE OF NEW YORK,
STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS,
Albany, NY, November 5, 2009.
Hon. LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk, House of Representatives,
The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR Ms. MILLER: This is to advise that
the unofficial results of the Special Election
held on Tuesday, November 3, 2009 for Rep-
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resentative in Congress from the Twenty-
Third Congressional District of New York
show that, as of the close of polls on election
day, the returns for that office show William
L. Owens received 66,698 votes, Douglas Hoff-
man received 63,672 votes, and Dede
Scozzafava received 6,485 votes.

As soon as the official results are certified
to this office by all county boards in the
Twenty-Third Congressional District in New
York an official Certification of Election
will be prepared for transmittal as required
by law.

Sincerely,
ROBERT A. BREHM,
Co-Executive Director.
ToDD D. VALENTINE,
Co-Ezecutive Director.

——————

SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE
WILLIAM L. OWENS, OF NEW
YORK, AS A MEMBER OF THE
HOUSE

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the gentleman
from New York, the Honorable William
L. Owens, be permitted to take the
oath of office today.

His certificate of election has not ar-
rived, but there is no contest and no
question has been raised with regard to
his election.

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to
the request of the gentleman from New
York?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER. Will Representative-
elect Owens and the members of the
New York delegation present them-
selves in the well?

Mr. Owens appeared at the bar of the
House and took the oath of office, as
follows:

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that
you will support and defend the Con-
stitution of the United States against
all enemies, foreign and domestic; that
you will bear true faith and allegiance
to the same; that you take this obliga-
tion freely, without any mental res-
ervation or purpose of evasion; and
that you will well and faithfully dis-
charge the duties of the office on which
you are about to enter, so help you
God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations, you
are now a Member of the 111th Con-
gress.

————

WELCOMING THE HONORABLE WIL-
LIAM L. OWENS TO THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from New York is recog-
nized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker and
my colleagues, on behalf of the delega-
tion of the great State of New York, I
have the honor to present to you this
outstanding member of New York, this
outstanding member of our great coun-
try.

BILL. OWENS was born in Brooklyn,
raised in Long Island, and conducted
his business life and service to this
great country in upstate New York. As
a retired United States Air Force cap-
tain, he has a beautiful wife, who is
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with him today. He has three children
and two superstar grandchildren, and
it’s my understanding that another ad-
dition will be added to this group.

BILL is a hardworking lawyer and a
businessman from upstate New York.
He is a job creator. At the former Air
Force base in Plattsburgh, he was able
to bring some creative activity, bring
together businesses, and as a result of
that, was able to bring 2,000 jobs to the
great State of New York, most of them
from Canada.

He comes here today as a supporter
of education, as a supporter, naturally,
of jobs, as a supporter of making this
country all that she can be, and cer-
tainly as someone who would like to
see all American citizens have access
to health care, as most of you, I know,
do.

So, BILL, we will be working with you
and working for you. Congratulations.
Our heartbeat is heavy for your vic-
tory, which we know is the Congress’
victory and our Nation’s victory.

Mr. KING of New York. Will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. RANGEL. I yield to my friend,
the minority leader of the State of New
York, and welcome him joining in with
us, Congressman PETER KING.

Mr. KING of New York. I thank
Chairman RANGEL for yielding.

Speaking on behalf of myself and on
behalf of the entire New York Repub-
lican delegation of myself and Con-
gressman LEE—a very powerful two-
man delegation against 27—seriously,
Congressman OWENS, it is a privilege to
welcome you to the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Thank you for your years of service
to your country. We look forward to
working with you. You will find,
whether it’s 27-2 or 18-13—or whatever
it was a few years ago—we in the New
York delegation do work across the
aisle and work with each other, and I
wish you the very best.

Mr. RANGEL. My colleagues, Con-
gressman BILL OWENS.

Mr. OWENS. Thank you. Like all of
my speeches, it will be brief.

Madam Speaker, I am honored to be
here with you all today and to join in
continuing our effort to build a better,
stronger America.

This is a proud day for me and my
family, but it is also a sad day for our
country. The shooting at Fort Hood
last night that claimed the lives of 13
fine Americans is a stunning reminder
of how quickly the peace we enjoy here
at home can turn to violence and how
much we rely on our brave men and
women to keep us free from harm. My
thoughts and prayers are with the fam-
ilies of the victims and with our sol-
diers to whom we owe our safety and
our freedom.

I would like to thank my family for
being with me and for standing behind
me every step of the way.

To my wife, Jane; my three children,
Tara, Jenna, and Brendan, and their
spouses; and my three grandchildren,
Caroline, Tommy, and Tess, I know

that I would never have made it with-
out you, and I am grateful for your
support and for all the laughs we had
along the way.

I most especially want to thank the
people of New York’s 23rd Congres-
sional District, whose work I begin
today. Conscious of the challenges that
face us, I am eager to join my col-
leagues in finding bipartisan solutions
to health care, energy, our farm crisis,
and getting our economy back up and
running.

My family and I came to Plattsburgh
when I was transferred to Plattsburgh
Air Force Base. When I left the Air
Force, we decided to stay and make it
our home, which we’ve done, but I re-
main committed to serving my country
and my community. That’s why I have
tried throughout my life in upstate
New York to do the right thing by my
community, and it is the reason that I
ran for Congress.
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I am proud to begin a new chapter of
service to my country and remain
hopeful that if we can continue seeking
bipartisan solutions to the problems
that face us, we can build a brighter fu-
ture for our children and grand-
children. I pledge to work hard every
day, and I am honored to serve each of
my constituents and to move the coun-
try and my district forward.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath to the gentleman from
New York, the whole number of the
House is 435.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SALAZAR). Without objection, 5-minute
voting will continue.

There was no objection.

———

CORPORAL JOSEPH A. TOMCI POST
OFFICE BUILDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 3788, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3788.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 415, nays 1,
not voting 18, as follows:

[Roll No. 867]

YEAS—415
Abercrombie Akin Andrews
Ackerman Alexander Arcuri
Adler (NJ) Altmire Austria
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