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missing and presumed to have lost their lives
in the line of duty: Lt. Cmdr. Che J. Barnes of
Capay, California; Lt. Adam W. Bryant, of
Crewe, Virginia; Chief Petty Officer John F.
Seidman of Stockton, California; Petty Officer
2nd Class Carl P. Grigonis of Mayfield
Heights, Ohio; Petty Officer 2nd Class Monica
L. Beacham of Decaturville, Tennessee; Petty
Officer 2nd Class Jason S. Moletzsky of Nor-
ristown, Pennsylvania; and Petty Officer 3rd
Class Danny R. Kreder Il, of EIm Mott, Texas.
The following crew members of the Marine
Corps helicopter are missing and presumed to
have lost their lives in the line of duty: Maj.
Samuel Leigh of Kennebec, Maine, and 1st Lt.
Thomas Claiborne of Douglas, Colorado.

The men and women of the Coast Guard
are “Always Ready” to safeguard the United
States against all hazards and threats at our
ports, at sea, and around the world. As the
men and women of the Marine Corps are “Al-
ways Faithful” to their mission of defending
the United States on the ground, in the air,
and by sea, in every corner of the globe.
These individuals lost their lives in service to
their country and I, as well as every other
Member of Congress, should support this res-
olution in their honor.

CELEBRATING THE MONTH OF NO-
VEMBER AS NATIVE AMERICAN
INDIAN HERITAGE MONTH

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 18, 2009

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the month of November as Native
American Indian Heritage Month, and to ex-
press my support for the Native American
Business Development Enhancement Act of
2009.

Over 562 Native American tribes have made
extraordinary professional, educational, and
cultural contributions to our community. After
centuries of gross mistreatment at the hands
of the U.S. government and generations of un-
equal, exploitative policies that have worked to
effectively rob Native Americans of their land,
culture, and livelihood, it is a privilege to honor
the many accomplishments that these groups
are making today. Their rich ancestry and sur-
viving traditions are a living testament of the
strength and unyielding spirit shared by many
great tribal nations across this land, and their
legacy will continue to be a major part of the
ethnic fabric of American society.

Since its inception in 1990, Native American
Indian Heritage Month has sought to promote
recognition for the significant contributions the
first Americans made to the establishment and
growth of the United States, and increase
awareness of the tragedies and discrimination
these groups have experienced throughout
history. This year's theme, Pride in Our Herit-
age, Honor to our Ancestors, reflects the im-
portance of remembering the rich and diverse
cultural legacy of our Native American com-
munities.

In the spirit of recognizing the longstanding
social and economic inequalities facing Native
American tribes, it is crucial that we take steps
to ensure that Native American communities
achieve equal access to public services, gov-
ernment funding, employment, business and
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educational opportunities. Individually and as
distinct nations, Native Americans have made
distinguished and significant achievements in
the fields of agriculture, business, medicine,
music, language, and art. | have every con-
fidence that they will continue to distinguish
themselves in those arenas as well as in gov-
ernment, as entrepreneurs, athletes, and
scholars in the years and decades to come.

As we proceed to strengthen America’s eco-
nomic and social infrastructure, it is imperative
that we target existing inequalities and dis-
criminatory policies and make an active, na-
tionwide effort to include Native Americans in
future programs through forward-thinking legis-
lation, such as the Native American Business
Development Enhancement Act of 2009.

| strongly support H.R. 1834, the Native
American Business Development Enhance-
ment Act of 2009, which will be considered by
the House today. This legislation, introduced
by my colleague Rep. ANN KIRKPATRICK, will
establish the Office of Native American Affairs
within the Small Business Administration. This
effort will increase Native American entrepre-
neurship and engage tribes in the small busi-
ness arena.

In this vein, | have been working to further
Native American business and economic de-
velopment by supporting the elevation and
funding of the Office of Native American Busi-
ness Development, ONABD, at the Depart-
ment of Commerce. | believe the ONABD
should be more independent and receive an
increase of funds in order to expand its activi-
ties, and fulfill its duties to expand business
development, trade promotion and tourism op-
portunities for Native American tribes and their
enterprises.

In closing, Madam Speaker, celebrating Na-
tive American Indian Heritage Month and sup-
porting our Native American community is an
important milestone to increase public aware-
ness of their role in American history and rec-
ognize their cultural legacies that enrich our
everyday lives.

————

DRIVE SAFER SUNDAY

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of H. Res 841, which
will designate November 29, 2009, as “Drive
Safer Sunday”. | strongly support the passage
of this resolution because at some point in
time, all of our lives have been or will be in
the hands of a driver. Motor vehicle travel is
the primary means of transportation for most
of us here in the United States. Advocating
safer driving methods will help save the lives
of countless mothers, daughters, fathers and
sons. Losing the people we love due to an-
other drivers’ lack of attention, carelessness or
belligerent intoxication while driving is inexcus-
able.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s
American Community Survey, in 2005, Ameri-
cans now spend more than 100 hours a year
commuting to work. The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, NHTSA, esti-
mates that in 2009, 37,313 people, an aver-
age of more than 100 drivers a day, were
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killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes. Through-
out the first half of this year, the National
Highway  Traffic  Safety = Administration,
NHTSA, has reported over 16,000 deaths.
Throughout 2008 in Houston, my home dis-
trict, the 18th District of Texas, there were an
estimated 74 fatalities according to the Texas
Department of Transportation, TxDOT.

Between driving to work, taking our kids to
school, running to the grocery store and var-
ious other errands; for many of us, our high-
ways and byways become a home away from
home. Unfortunately, distracted drivers have
endangered us all with careless antics. ‘Dis-
tracted driving’ includes anything that takes
your eyes, hands, or mind away from driving,
including food and beverages, traffic acci-
dents, adjusting the radio, children, pets, ob-
jects moving in the vehicle, talking or texting
on a cell phone, smoking, putting on on make-
up, shaving, and reading.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration, NHTSA, conducted a study on driver
distraction with respect to both behavioral and
vehicle safety countermeasures in an effort to
understand and mitigate crashes associated
with distracted driving. In September of this
year, the Department of Transportation, DOT,
Secretary Ray LaHood announced research
findings by the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, NHTSA, that showed nearly
6,000 people died in 2008 in crashes involving
a distracted or inattentive driver, and more
than half a million were injured. Distracted
driving was reported to have been involved in
16 percent of all fatal crashes in 2008, accord-
ing to data from the Fatality Analysis Report-
ing System, FARS. The age group with the
greatest proportion of distracted drivers was
the under-20 age group, 16 percent of all
under-20 drivers in fatal crashes were re-
ported to have been distracted while driving.
Crashes in which the critical reason for the
crash was attributed to the driver, approxi-
mately 18 percent involved distraction, accord-
ing to the National Motor Vehicle Crash Cau-
sation Survey, NMVCCS.

While traveling on our roads and highways,
we all need to drive safer to reduce deaths
and injuries resulting from motor vehicle acci-
dents. Driver behavior can be effectively
changed through education and awareness.
The Sunday after Thanksgiving is the busiest
highway traffic day of the year and would be
appropriate to be designated as “Drive Safer
Sunday.”

———

HONORING THE LYONS TOWNSHIP
HIGH SCHOOL MEN’S SOCCER
TEAM ON WINNING THE ILLINOIS
3A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 18, 2009

Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Lyons Township men’s soccer
team on its victory in the lllinois 3A State
Championship match on November 7 in
Naperville, IL.

Lyons Township enjoyed immense success
this season, posting a record of 26 wins and
only three losses. This year marked LT’s sixth
appearance in the state tournament. But after
five previous trips ended in early exits, this
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year's team was determined to come home
with a different result, and displayed resilience
and skill all the way to the end.

Finishing the season on a 15-game winning
streak, LT was playing its best soccer coming
into the tournament, and that momentum car-
ried over into the playoffs. With excellent
coaching and strong senior leadership, LT put
together a playoff run that included coming
from behind, defeating an opponent that had
twice beaten it in the regular season, and
knocking off the defending state champions.
All this set the table for an intense champion-
ship match against Lake Zurich High School.
Ninety minutes proved insufficient, as it took
overtime for Lyons Township to close out a
hard-fought 2-1 victory.

| ask you to join me in honoring the mem-
bers of the Lyons Township men’s soccer
team for achieving what every high school ath-
lete strives for—a State Championship.

RESERVE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION
MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2009

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to speak in support of the Reserve
Officers Association Modernization Act. As a
member of the Homeland Security Committee,
| understand the role of the brave men and
women of the National Guard and the Re-
serves and | strongly support legislation that
facilitates their ability to continue to provide an
excellent service to the United States.

The Reserve Officers Association was
founded in 1922 by several hundred military
officers, many of whom were veterans of
World War |. The Association was concerned
that in the wake of World War |, the compla-
cency and isolationism that was sweeping
across the political landscape would lead to a
return to America’s pre war unpreparedness.
In June 1950, President Truman signed the
Reserve Officers Association’s charter into
law. Today, over 80 years after the Associa-
tion’s founding, the complacency that its
founders feared is long gone, yet the Reserve
Officers Association remains committed to its
mission: “. . . [to] support and promote the
development and execution of a military policy
for the United States that will provide ade-
quate National Security.”

Today, the Reserve Officers Association is
organized into 55 departments with one de-
partment in each of the 50 states, and 5 addi-
tional departments located in Latin America,
Puerto Rico, Europe, the District of Columbia
and the Far East. Each department is further
divided into chapters. There are over 550
chapters around the world.

The Reserve Officers Association helped to
establish the bipartisan Reserve Component
Caucus in the House of Representatives, of
which, of course, | am a member, to provide
congressional oversight of Reserve issues and
programs.

Since the events of September 11, 2001,
our country has relied more heavily on the Na-
tional Guard and the Reserves than at any
other time in recent history. The National
Guard and the Reserves play a significant role
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in the United States military, national security
and disaster relief efforts. The Reserves and
the National Guard have stepped forward to
answer the call of duty in both Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Furthermore, they have each
played pivotal roles in homeland security and
disaster relief. These new, demanding respon-
sibilities of the National Guard and the Re-
serves require an update of policies, and of
the Reserves Officers Association charter.

This legislation is designed to update the
Reserve Officers Association’s Federal Char-
ter to reflect the current operations of the As-
sociation. The bill extends the Association’s
National Executive Committee, its governing
body, to include the Association’s president-
elect. It also names the president-elect as an
officer of the Association. Furthermore, it pro-
vides for the possibility of having more than 3
national executive committee members as offi-
cers and on the National Executive Com-
mittee. The bill also provides for one vote for
each member of the Committee except the
president elect and the executive director. The
bill also provides for certain officers to be de-
cided in accordance with the Association’s
Constitution.

It is our responsibility to provide for the
needs of the National Guard and the Re-
serves. They each contribute to our Nation’s
military, our national security and disaster re-
lief efforts. | am proud and honored to support
the brave men and women of the Reserves
and the National Guard by endorsing this leg-
islation. | encourage all of my colleagues to
vote in support of this bill to bring the Reserve
Officers Association Federal Charter up to
date so that the organization can continue to
provide a valuable and honorable service to
the United States of America.

THE BENEFITS OF BUYING LOCAL

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 18, 2009

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, as the
holiday shopping season approaches, | want
to urge my colleagues to consider the benefits
of buying local, and join me in sharing your
support for strengthening our local economies,
creating local jobs, and ensuring local, sus-
tainable economic development in our commu-
nities.

Buying locally strengthens the viability and
competitiveness of local businesses. For every
$100 in consumer spending, the total local
economic impact is only $13 when goods and
services are purchased at a national chain
store.

The same amount spent with a local mer-
chant, small business, or retailer yields more
than three times the local impact, nearly $45
for every $100 spent.

Buying locally benefits small businesses, re-
tailers and merchants who maintain a healthy
and competitive marketplace for goods and
services. Doing so ensures choice, diversity
and competition in the marketplace for goods
and services.

Moreover, as a former Mayor, | know that
buying locally from independent businesses
raises the standard of living in local neighbor-
hoods because they take their profits and buy
products and services from other local busi-
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nesses in the area. As a result, local jobs are
created in the community and the unique char-
acter of our neighborhoods and towns is pre-
served.

| want to recognize the work of Local Ari-
zona First, a non-profit organization consisting
of independent businesses, in making Arizona
communities aware of the economic impact
independent businesses have on local econo-
mies. Their mission is to promote, support,
and celebrate a vibrant and sustainable Ari-
zona economy by educating citizens about
local business ownership, social equity, cul-
tural diversity, environmental kinship, and col-
laboration.

On Friday, November 27, 2009, Local Ari-
zona First will be launching their “Buy Local
Week” in Arizona. | applaud their work and
wholeheartedly support their efforts in show-
casing the economic benefits of buying locally
in our community.

———

HONORING 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF
SEARCH

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 17, 2009

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| am pleased today to offer my support of
House Resolution 851 recognizing and hon-
oring the 40th Anniversary of SEARCH, the
National Consortium for Justice Information
and Statistics. For the past 40 years,
SEARCH has worked to identify and solve in-
formation management problems of law en-
forcement agencies across the United States.

Accurate, efficient and effective communica-
tions between and among Federal, State and
local agencies have posed challenges to ef-
fective public service since the beginning of
organized governments in America. Thus, in
1969, the Department of Justice’s Law En-
forcement Assistance Administration devel-
oped SEARCH, a 10-State project designed to
test the feasibility of an interstate automated
exchange of criminal history records. The pro-
gram was a success, and over the past 40
years, SEARCH has maintained a leading role
in providing solutions to information manage-
ment challenges nationwide.

SEARCH is a nonprofit organization created
by and for the States and governed by a
membership group that includes one ap-
pointee from each of the 50 States, Puerto
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Its mission is
“to improve the quality of justice and public
safety through the use, management and ex-
change of information; application of new tech-
nologies; and responsible law and policy;
while safeguarding security and privacy.”
SEARCH has succeeded in using information
sharing technology to help agencies to make
accurate, informed, immediate and well-se-
cured decisions about criminal justice and se-
curity issues.

SEARCH has played a crucial role in devel-
oping systems of collaboration for law enforce-
ment agencies across the Nation. A few ex-
amples include: the Interstate Identification, a
national index of criminal histories maintained
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation; the
National Instant Criminal Background Check
System, a mechanism for determining eligi-
bility to buy a firearm; the National Fingerprint
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