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EXHIBIT 1

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC, October 6, 2009.
Hon. LARRY REID,
Senate Majority Leader,
ington, DC.

DEAR LEADER REID: As you know, Ameri-
cans across our country have been actively
engaged in the debate on health care reform.
Whether or not our constituents agree with
the direction of the debate, many are frus-
trated and lacking accurate information on
the emerging proposals in Congress. Without
a doubt, reforming health care in America is
one of the most monumental and far-reach-
ing undertakings considered by this body in
decades. We believe the American public’s
participation in this process is critical to our
overall success of creating a bill that lowers
health care costs and offers access to quality
and affordable health care for all Americans.

Every step of the process needs to be trans-
parent, and information regarding the bill
needs to be readily available to our constitu-
ents before the Senate starts to vote on leg-
islation that will affect the lives of every
American. The legislative text and complete
budget scores from the Congressional Budget
Office (CBO) of the health care legislation
considered on the Senate floor should be
made available on a website the public can
access for at least 72 hours prior to the first
vote to proceed to the legislation. Likewise,
the legislative text and complete CBO scores
of the health care legislation as amended
should be made available to the public for 72
hours prior to the vote on final passage of
the bill in the Senate. Further, the legisla-
tive text of all amendments filed and offered
for debate on the Senate floor should be
posted on a public website prior to beginning
debate on the amendment on the Senate
floor. Lastly, upon a final agreement be-
tween the House of Representatives and the
Senate, a formal conference report detailing
the agreement and complete CBO scores of
the agreement should be made available to
the public for 72 hours prior to the vote on
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final passage of the conference report in the
Senate.

By publically posting the legislation and
its CBO scores 72 hours before it is brought
to a vote in the Senate and by publishing the
text of amendments before they are debated,
our constituents will have the opportunity
to evaluate these policies and communicate
their concerns or their message of support to
their Members of Congress. As their demo-
cratically-elected representatives in Wash-
ington, DC, it is our duty to listen to their
concerns and to provide them with the
chance to respond to proposals that will im-
pact their lives. At a time when trust in Con-
gress and the U.S. government is
unprecedentedly low, we can begin to rebuild
the American people’s faith in their federal
government through transparency and by ac-
tively inviting Americans to participate in
the legislative process.

We respectfully request that you agree to
these principles before moving forward with
floor debate of this legislation. We appre-
ciate your serious consideration and look
forward to working with you on health care
reform legislation in the weeks ahead.

Sincerely,
BLANCHE L. LINCOLN.
MARY L. LANDRIEU.
CLAIRE MCCASKILL.
MARK L. PRYOR.
EVAN BAYH.
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN.
BEN NELSON.
JIM WEBB.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak as in
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I wish
to thank Senator ALEXANDER for his
remarks because I think I have heard it
said that this new health care bill,
don’t worry about it, it is going to be
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revenue neutral. But if you create a
bill that is revenue neutral by taking
hundreds of billions of dollars out of
Medicare, which we already know is
heading into default in the next 5 or 6
years, and you do it by raising taxes,
both of which are to fund a new pro-
gram that we don’t have the money
for, then that is not, in my mind, what
the average person would say in com-
monsense thought is revenue neutral.

I think that is what we are talking
about. We need to be able to see the de-
tails of it. I appreciate Senator ALEX-
ANDER for that fine summary of where
we are. I hope our Members will take it
to heart.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will stand adjourned until Thurs-
day, November 19, at 9:30 a.m.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:51 p.m., adjourned until Thursday,
November 19, 2009, at 9:30 a.m.

————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

NICOLE YVETTE LAMB-HALE, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE AN
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE, VICE WILLIAM G.
SUTTON, RESIGNED.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

ARTHUR ALLEN ELKINS, JR., OF MARYLAND, TO BE IN-
SPECTOR GENERAL, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY, VICE NIKKI RUSH TINSLEY, RESIGNED

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

ROBERT A. PETZEL, OF MINNESOTA, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY FOR HEALTH OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, VICE MICHAEL J. KUSSMAN, RESIGNED.
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