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worked with them now going on 30
years of my life.

Seriously, that is exactly right.
There is another crime in false swear-
ing on a Federal form. And you know
what, it may be a mistake. I'm not say-
ing Mr. Geithner wasn’t so busy—he is
a busy man—that he forgot. He forgot?
Well, it’s convenient. If you read the
newspaper report, when they caught
him on ’03, ’04, he took care of it.

Now he should have had a memory
jolt when he got caught on ’03 and 04
that he really didn’t do it on ’01 and
’02, but he didn’t have that memory
jolt. He paid that and then got ready to
be Secretary of the Treasury. Some-
body said, Oops. Wait a minute. What
about ’01 and ’02? Well, he went back
and paid that. So I don’t know. It looks
like special privileges to me.

Once again, just like I started off
saying, this is about the rule of law. It
keeps our society together. And if we
start waiving it for individuals or
groups or whatever, once we start down
that path, who makes that decision,
and what does it do to the rest of us?
Do we ever want to get into a situation
like that which was gotten into in Nazi
Germany and in Communist Russia
where, for certain people, the laws
didn’t apply to them at all. For certain
organizations, the law didn’t apply to
them. Do we want to go there?

You say, That’s crazy. It’s like that
leak in that dike over there in Holland
that we got that story about. Once that
little trickle past the rule of law
starts, where does it stop? If you don’t
plug that hole, what happens next? It’s
what happens next that Americans
seem to be worried about.

I will yield back to my friend from
Georgia.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Well, I just
want to say this to my friend from
Texas, in closing, I appreciate you tak-
ing the leadership on this. I know this
is not an easy subject for you to broach
every week when you come down here,
but we have to be serious about this.
We are a country of laws, and regard-
less of whether some people think they
can disregard them or not, that’s not
the way we operate. We all fall victim
to this, but I think it’s our responsi-
bility to continually point it out and
to point the way that we need to be
going on this. I just want to tell you
how much I appreciate you doing this
week in and week out. I feel honored to
be able to join you tonight.

Mr. CARTER. I thank you for joining
me and being always loyal to come up
here and help me out. I do appreciate
that, and I appreciate the others that
do too.

I think it’s time to wrap up our time
here today by saying that you’re right.
There is nothing easy about talking
about your colleagues. I'm the first to
say that people make mistakes. I have
made mistakes, and every human being
that’s ever been around, I think, has
made some Kind of mistake, with pos-
sibly one exception. I won’t go into
that.
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But the facts are that the rule of law
is such an important part of keeping
America what we are. You know, we
brag about the land of the free and the
home of the brave. We’re only free and
we only have the freedom to do the
things we want to do because we estab-
lish rules that we’re all willing to live
by. So when you go out and you try to
work on something, you know there
are rules that pertain, and if you follow
those rules, you can go forward. The
only restriction that you have on your
freedom to go forward in your life is
that you’ve agreed to certain rules
under the law. And you who abide by
those rules should be horribly offended
when some big shot, some politician
gets special treatment.

I don’t want to be a part of a group
where somebody is accused of getting
special treatment. I don’t think any
Member of this House really wants to
be in that position. It’s difficult to talk
about these things, but somebody’s got
to do it.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. ABERCROMBIE (at the request of
Mr. HOYER) for today.

Mr. BARROW (at the request of Mr.
HoOYER) for today and the balance of
the week on account of a death in the
family.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (at the request
of Mr. HOYER) for today.

Ms. McCoLLUM (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today and until 11 a.m. De-
cember 2.

Mr. DAvVIS of Kentucky (at the re-
quest of Mr. BOEHNER) for today on ac-
count of attending the President’s
speech at West Point.

Mr. KIRK (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of at-
tending the President’s speech at West
Point.

Mr. SHIMKUS (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of at-
tending the President’s speech at West
Point.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. POE of Texas) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. WoLF, for 5 minutes, today, De-
cember 2, 3 and 4.

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes,
today, December 2, 3, 4 and 7.

Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, today and
December 2.
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Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, today, De-
cember 2, 3, 4 and 7.

Mr. DEAL of Georgia, for 5 minutes,
December 7.

—————

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House reports that on November 20,
2009 she presented to the President of
the United States, for his approval, the
following bills.

H.R. 995. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 10355
Northeast Valley Road in Rollingbay, Wash-
ington, as the ‘“John ‘Bud’ Hawk Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 1516. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 37926
Church Street in Dade City, Florida, as the
‘“Sergeant Marcus Mathes Post Office”’.

H.R. 1713. To name the South Central Agri-
cultural Research Laboratory of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in Lane, Oklahoma, and
the facility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 310 North Perry Street in
Bennington, Oklahoma, in honor of former
Congressman Wesley ‘“Wes”’ Watkins.

H.R. 2004. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 4282
Beach Street in Akron, Michigan, as the
‘““Akron Veterans Memorial Post Office”.

H.R. 2215. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 140
Merriman Road in Garden City, Michigan, as
the ‘““John J. Shivnen Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 2760. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1615
North Wilcox Avenue in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘“‘Johnny Grant Hollywood
Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 2972. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 115
West Edward Street in Erath, Louisiana, as
the ‘““Conrad DeRouen, Jr. Post Office”.

H.R. 3119. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 867
Stockton Street in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘“Lim Poon Lee Post Office”’.

H.R. 3386. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1165
2nd Avenue in Des Moines, Iowa, as the ‘“‘Iraq
and Afghanistan Veterans Memorial Post Of-
fice”.

H.R. 3547. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 936
South 250 East in Provo, Utah, as the ‘‘Rex
E. Lee Post Office Building”’.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 50 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, December 2, 2009,
at 10 a.m.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows:

4746. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
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