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Mr. Speaker, but these things are hap-
pening for us in the United States. 
When it is all said and done and that 
parent goes to get health insurance, or 
some young person goes to get health 
insurance, and they call the insurance 
company, and they have diabetes or 
cancer, the insurance company cannot 
deny them. 

b 2000 

Their parents are going to say, Did 
you know there was a day 5 years ago 
where you would have gotten denied 
coverage? And 20 or 30 years from now, 
our kids will say, You’ve got to be kid-
ding me. That really happened in 
America? And we look back on the 
civil rights movement today. Our gen-
eration says, You’ve got to be kidding 
me. White people and black people 
weren’t allowed to drink out of the 
same water fountain? 

That’s how we’re going to look back. 
Did we really, as a country, do that? 
And it is shameful that that happened 
in this country. Those are the same 
exact feelings and sentiments that we 
are going to have here in the United 
States years from now. And we will 
say, Did we really deny people health 
care? We really had people die because 
they couldn’t afford health care when 
the treatment was available and the 
technology was available? We really let 
that happen? 

This is a turning point in our coun-
try’s history, and I’m proud to be a 
part of it. 

f 

HONORING THE GENEROSITY AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICE OF JERRY 
LONG 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to praise the generosity and commu-
nity work of my friend, Jerry Long. 
Today, Jerry is being honored for his 
generous philanthropy back in North 
Carolina as the West Forsyth Family 
YMCA officially changes its name to 
the Jerry Long Family YMCA. 

This honor comes to Jerry thanks to 
his tireless work as a community lead-
er. He is someone who understands that 
making a positive difference in your 
community and helping your neighbors 
can start with the hard work and dedi-
cation of just one person. 

His example of serving his commu-
nity is inspiring, and this renaming is 
a much deserved honor. Congratula-
tions to Jerry and his family, and 
thank you for your many years of giv-
ing back to Forsyth County and the 
communities there. 
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IMMIGRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. KING) is recognized for 60 minutes. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I’m 
privileged and honored to be recognized 

to address you here on the floor of the 
House of Representatives, and I appre-
ciate the opportunity to, I think, help 
enlighten you and the Members that 
are listening in and anyone who might 
be observing this process that we have 
in the House of Representatives. 

In this great deliberative body, there 
is a limited amount of time that we 
can debate here on the floor. And as 
things churn through, sometimes we 
don’t come back and revisit subject 
matter, but I think it’s necessary to es-
tablish the perspective that fits into 
the broader picture. 

The perspective that I intend to ad-
dress tonight is the perspective of im-
migration, and that debate has gone on 
in this country for a number of years. 
It was brought up by Pat Buchanan as 
a candidate for President back in the 
1990s. He said he would hold congres-
sional hearings on immigration if he 
were elected President of the United 
States. He did a lot to help galvanize 
this immigration debate and bring the 
issues that are important to this coun-
try to the forefront. And since that 
time, people like Tom Tancredo, and 
probably before that time, actually, 
came to this floor and raised the issue 
of immigration and the rule of law over 
and over again. 

Eventually, the American people 
began to look at the circumstances of 
millions of people that are in the 
United States illegally, their impact 
on this economy, this society, and this 
culture. 

As intense as this debate got in 2006 
and 2007, it got so intense, Mr. Speaker, 
that as the Senate began to move on a 
comprehensive amnesty bill that was 
bipartisan in its nature, however weak 
it was in its rationale, it had the sup-
port of the President of the United 
States at that time, George W. Bush, 
and it had the support of leaders of the 
Democrat and the Republican Party in 
the United States Senate, as well as 
here in the House of Representatives, 
Mr. Speaker. And yet the American 
people rejected the idea of amnesty in 
any form, whether it be comprehensive 
amnesty that was proposed and then 
the nuances that they tried to bring 
through or whether it would just be 
blanket amnesty. 

Well, here we are again, Mr. Speaker. 
Here we are again with a trans-
formational issue that is slowly being 
brought forward before the American 
people, and I’m here to say, let’s pay 
attention. My red flag is up, and I have 
watched the transition of issues that 
have unfolded since, actually for years, 
but intensively unfolded since the be-
ginning of the Obama Presidency. 

And these issues unfolded in this 
fashion, and perhaps I’ll go back and 
revisit them in some more detail. But 
the American people did go to the polls 
a year ago last November and sus-
tained majorities and actually ex-
panded majorities for Democrats in the 
United States Senate and in here in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, and 
they elected a President who fit their 

mold as a party member, a Democrat, a 
very liberal Democrat. In fact, Presi-
dent Obama, in the short time that he 
served in the United States Senate, had 
the most liberal voting record out of 
all 100 U.S. Senators. So they elected, I 
think it’s not even close to arguable, 
the people in the United States elected 
the most liberal President in the his-
tory of this country. 

And while there wasn’t a legitimate 
debate in the Presidential race that 
had to do with immigration, because 
neither candidate really wanted to 
touch the issue, they knew that they 
were at odds with the American people 
on immigration. JOHN MCCAIN knew 
that, and he didn’t bring up the subject 
after the nomination, at least not in a 
substantial way. I couldn’t say that it 
never happened. And Barack Obama 
knew the same thing and didn’t bring 
immigration up in a substantial way 
during the Presidential campaign after 
the nominations. 

And so this Nation went forward with 
discussions about national security, 
about economic development, discus-
sions about energy, but not discussions 
about immigration. Here we are today, 
a year and a month after President 
Obama was elected, and we have seen 
these big issues come through this Con-
gress. And here is the sequence of 
events, Mr. Speaker, that has taken 
place, and I invite anybody to chal-
lenge me on the facts of these, but it is 
this: 

During the Bush administration, we 
had the beginning of the first call for 
TARP funding. That was the beginning 
request that began by my mental 
marker here, chronologically, Sep-
tember 19, 2008, when Secretary of the 
Treasury at the time, Henry Paulson, 
came to this Capitol and asked for $700 
billion. All of it, of course, would be 
borrowed money. All of it would have 
to be paid back, and the interest on it, 
by the taxpayers and their children and 
their grandchildren, presuming we 
would be able to retire our national 
debt in that period of time. Or it might 
take more generations, Mr. Speaker. 
$700 billion in TARP, this Congress ap-
proved half of it then, and I believe 
that it was actually into October, the 
early part of October 2008, delayed the 
other half, the other $350 billion to be 
approved by a Congress to be elected 
later and signed into law by a Presi-
dent to be elected later. That began 
September 19, 2008. $700 billion in 
TARP funding, partly before that, 
mostly after that, became the sequence 
of events then. 

As the described downward spiral and 
threat of economic crisis of global pro-
portions came at us here in this Con-
gress and it was spread around the 
globe, causing nation after nation to 
react in one fashion or another, we saw 
most of it under the hand of President 
Obama, the nationalization of three 
large investment banks, Fannie Mae, 
Freddie Mac, AIG, the large insurance 
company, General Motors, Chrysler, all 
of that swept through in a period of 
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