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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable TOM 
UDALL, a Senator from the State of 
New Mexico. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Eternal God, thank You for the gift 

of this day. Help us to use it for Your 
glory. Guide our lawmakers to labor 
with diligence for the good of our Na-
tion. Deliver them from bitterness, 
frustration, and futility as they lift 
their eyes to You, their ever-present 
help for life’s difficulties. Lord, save 
them from the futile repetition of old 
errors and the restoration of old evils. 
May they live such exemplary lives 
that people who see their good works 
will glorify You. Use the Members of 
this body to increase opportunities for 
more abundant life to people every-
where. Help our lawmakers to be aware 
of Your nearness and to recognize Your 
voice as You lead them to Your desired 
destination. We pray in Your sacred 
Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable TOM UDALL led the 

Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, December 2, 2009. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable TOM UDALL, a Senator 
from the State of New Mexico, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. UDALL thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will resume 
consideration of the health care reform 
legislation. It will be for debate only 
until 11:30 a.m., with alternating 
blocks of time. The first 30 minutes 
will be under the control of the Repub-
licans; the majority will control the 
next 30 minutes. 

The Senate will recess from 11:30 a.m. 
until 12:30 p.m. today. Following the 
recess, the Senate will resume consid-
eration of the health care legislation. I 
am hopeful we can have some votes 
this afternoon. We have been unable to 
work that out with the minority and so 
we will see what the afternoon brings. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this his-
toric health care reform bill before us 
is strong, and it is a strong head start 
in the right direction toward urgently 
needed change. But similar to nearly 
every bill to come before the Senate, it 
stands to benefit from the constructive 
input of all Senators. This good bill 
will be even better when this body de-
bates it, refines it, and improves it. 

I am pleased we have begun the 
amendment process. I hope we will 
soon be able to begin voting on those 
amendments—the ones drafted and 
sponsored by both Republicans and 

Democrats. But as we delve into the 
details and give the individual parts of 
this bill the considerable thought and 
attention they deserve, let’s not forget 
the big picture. 

So as we begin the third day of de-
bate on this bill, let’s remember what 
it does: First, we are making it more 
affordable for every American to live a 
healthy life. Second, we are doing it in 
a way that is fiscally responsible and 
in a way that will help our economy re-
cover. 

This bill does not add a dime to the 
deficit—quite the opposite. In fact, we 
will cut it by $130 billion in the first 10 
years and as much as $3⁄4 trillion in the 
next 10 years. We do this by keeping 
costs down. This critical piece of legis-
lation will cost less than $85 billion a 
year over the next decade—well under 
President Obama’s goal. It will make 
sure every American can afford quality 
health care. We will make sure that 
more than 30 million Americans who 
don’t have health care today will soon 
have it. It will not only protect Medi-
care, but it will make it stronger. In 
short, this legislation saves lives, saves 
money, and saves Medicare. 

The Congressional Budget Office and 
respected economists outside Wash-
ington have studied it, and they agree. 
The bill will do what we set out to do 
at the beginning of this Congress: It 
will lower costs and increase value so 
all Americans can afford quality health 
care, not just a few. 

The experts have crunched the num-
bers, and they have come back with 
positive reviews. It will help parents 
afford to take care of their children 
and help bosses provide coverage for 
their workers. It creates more choices 
and more competition in the health 
care market. It will protect everyone 
against insurance company abuses, and 
for all the changes, in areas where our 
health care system does work, it keeps 
it the way it is. 

I am very happy with the way Demo-
cratic Senators have stood for these 
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