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functions, riding bikes together, and
treating her to nights out whenever he
could.

Sgt. Mark Renninger leaves behind a
wife and three children. He was a vet-
eran, who wore the uniform of the
United States before putting on the
uniform of the Tukwila Police Depart-
ment in 1996. He joined the Lakewood
Police Department in 2004.

He was an Army Ranger and has been
described as having the kind of natural
leadership abilities that put other offi-
cer at ease in difficult situations.

He was a SWAT team trainer known
for an enthusiasm for his job. But he
was also remembered this week for the
joy that family brought him—whether
it was trips to Mariners games or fam-
ily vacations to Mount Rainier.

This was a senseless and brutal kill-
ing—and it specifically targeted the
people who sacrifice each day to keep
all of us safe.

This terrible crime has not only left
the families of the victims shattered,
but it has shattered our sense of safety
and left an entire community in dis-
belief.

It was also part of a shockingly vio-
lent month for my State’s law enforce-
ment community that has also in-
cluded a senseless attack on October 31
which killed Seattle Police Officer
Timothy Brenton and left another offi-
cer—Britt Sweeney—injured.

These attacks remind all of us of the
incredible risks our law enforcement
officers take each day, and that even
when doing the most routine aspects of
their jobs, our law enforcement officers
put themselves on the line for our safe-
ty.
Already this year more than 100 po-
lice officers across our country have
given their lives while serving to pro-
tect us.

Each of these tragedies sheds light on
just how big a sacrifice our police offi-
cers make in the line of duty.

But these most recent attacks in my
home State also offer an important re-
minder that our officers are always in
the line of duty, even when they are
training other officers, out on routine
patrols, or simply having coffee.

There is no doubt that these sense-
less attacks have left many law en-
forcement officers across my State and
our country feeling targeted. But there
is also no doubt that their willingness
to put themselves on the line to pro-
tect us will continue unshaken. That is
a testament to the commitment they
make to serve and protect us every
day, and it should remind all of us that
these brave men and women deserve all
the support we can provide to keep
them safe.

As my State prepares to say goodbye
to these four heroes, I again extend my
condolences and the condolences of the
entire Senate to their families.

Our law enforcement professionals
put themselves between us and danger
every day. Right now, in light of such
horrible events, we hold them even
closer in our own thoughts and prayers.
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PEARL HARBOR ANNIVERSARY

Mr. AKAKA. Madam President, I rise
in remembrance of the attack on Pearl
Harbor, the ‘“Day of Infamy,” 68 years
ago today.

I had other things on my mind when
I woke up on the morning of Sunday,
December 7, 1941. I was 17 years old and
studying at the Kamehameha School
for Boys. I climbed to the roof of my
dormitory in the foothills above Pearl
Harbor—and saw the planes swarm. I
watched as their bombs and torpedoes
delivered a crippling blow to the Pa-
cific fleet. I saw smoke rise to the sky
as the USS Arizona and other battle-
ships sank.

When the planes flew over our cam-
pus for a second bombing run in
Kaneohe, close enough to see the un-
mistakable red sun of imperial Japan, 1
confirmed what I had feared: we were
under attack. I did not know what
would happen next, but I knew for cer-
tain that my life, Hawaii, the United
States, and the world would never be
the same.

As an ROTC cadet, I spent the rest of
that day in the foothills above our
campus, searching for paratroopers.
Later, I joined the Army and served as
a noncommissioned officer in the Pa-
cific.

Hawaii changed immediately. Mar-
tial law was declared. A military gov-
ernor was appointed. Food and supplies
were rationed. The people of Hawaii
were subjected to a curfew, and sat in
darkness all night—lights were banned
to make it harder for the enemy to find
the islands.

The terrible attack inspired a genera-
tion of young people to set their lives
and dreams aside to fight World War II.
When we returned home, victorious, we
returned to a grateful Nation. Thanks
to the G.I. bill and other reintegration
efforts, these young veterans went on
to become The Greatest Generation:
Presidents, Nobel laureates, and lead-
ers in their communities.

We who lived through Pearl Harbor
and fought World War II know too well
that today’s service men and women
face challenges similar to those from
our youth. So does our Nation. But we
benefit from the lessons of World War
II: that our warriors can do great
things if they return to a grateful Na-
tion that provides them with the care
and support they have earned.

World War II changed our country
forever, revolutionizing our defense
forces, industrializing our Nation, and
leading the United States to assert its
global leadership and become the
world’s superpower.

As we pause to remember those lost
on the ‘“Day of Infamy,” let us also
honor those who are overseas fighting
today, and all those who have sac-
rificed to defend our great country over
the years.

Like the veterans of World War II,
today’s servicemembers and former
servicemembers can achieve great
things if they are supported by the Na-
tion they have defended. With that in
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mind, let us show our thanks by hon-
oring our veterans and preserving the
Union they risked everything to pro-
tect.

Mr. LEMIEUX. Madam President, 68
years ago today, the United States was
thrust into World War II following the
surprise attack on Pearl Harbor.
Today, we pay tribute to those who
survived the attack and remember the
men and women who perished.

Although the attack claimed the
lives of more than 2,300 Americans, it
did not break the resolve of our mili-
tary. Today, we are grateful for the
service of those we lost in conflict as
well as those who returned after fight-
ing to keep us safe and free. I join all
Floridians in honoring those who
fought for our freedom on that day and
throughout the ensuing campaigns in
Europe and the Pacific.

On this Pearl Harbor Day, I thank all
World War II veterans who answered
our Nation’s call to serve in the cause
of freedom. They are true heroes and
our Nation will always remember their
sacrifice.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JAMES GENTRY

Mr. BAYH. Madam President, I rise
today to honor the life of LTC James
Gentry, commander of the 1lst Bat-
talion, 152nd Infantry of the Indiana
National Guard.

Jim was only 52 years old when he
tragically lost his long and heroic bat-
tle with cancer on November 25, 2009,
the day before Thanksgiving.

A native of Mitchell, IN, he served
two tours of duty in Iraq. It was in Iraq
in 2003 where Lieutenant Colonel Gen-
try and the more than 600 soldiers he
bravely led were exposed to the lethal
chemical sodium dichromate while
guarding the Qarmat Ali water treat-
ment facility in Basrah.

In 2006, Lieutenant Colonel Gentry
was diagnosed with terminal cancer
and given 2 months to live. He not only
valiantly fought this debilitating ill-
ness—and survived much longer than
doctors expected—but he also fought to
bring crucial details about the tragedy
at Qarmat Ali to the Nation’s atten-
tion.

With his quiet courage, he advocated
for justice for the soldiers under his
command until his final days. Due in
large part to his efforts, the Depart-
ment of Defense is now investigating
why so many service men and women
were exposed to this deadly chemical.

As Americans, we take pride in the
example Lieutenant Colonel Gentry set
as a soldier, a leader, and a patriot. I
had the privilege of speaking with him
on the phone a little more than a
month ago. Even in what turned out to
be his final days, he remained steadfast
in his dedication to his troops and in
his efforts to ensure they received
proper care.

Jim is survived by his devoted wife
LouAnn Grube Gentry, five children
Sarah Clark, Jason Newman, Emily



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-12T12:37:01-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




