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OCA National Convention and the Na-
tional Asian Pacific American Cor-
porate Achievement Awards. 

Being a leader in the Asian Pacific 
Islander American community has pro-
vided Vida Chan Lin an opportunity to 
affect younger generations. Her posi-
tive attitude and passion for APIA 
issues brought forth an inspiration 
within our youth to provide for their 
communities. Lin promotes and en-
sures that the voice of APIA youth is 
heard. She continues to dedicate time 
for students involved in the OCA Las 
Vegas Chapter and ACC by engaging 
them in entrepreneurial development 
opportunities such as the Clark County 
Summer Business Institute. 

As she continues to advance her ca-
reer and charitable interests, Vida con-
tinues to give great care to her family. 
Las Vegas is better as a place because 
of dedicated people like Vida Chan Lin. 
Vida’s dynamic ambition reminds me 
of a quote from one of this country’s 
greatest Presidents. Teddy Roosevelt 
once said: 

The credit belongs to the man who is actu-
ally in the arena, whose face is marred by 
dust and sweat and blood, who strives val-
iantly; who errs and comes short again and 
again; because there is not effort without 
error and shortcomings; but who actually 
strive to do the deed; who knows the great 
enthusiasm, the great devotion, who spends 
himself in a worthy cause, who at the best 
knows in the end the triumph of high 
achievement and who at the worst, if he 
fails, at least he fails while daring greatly. 
So that his place shall never be with those 
cold timid souls who know neither victory 
not defeat. 

Vida is not a timid soul. She strives 
for success with her family, career, and 
community. 

I know that Vida Chan Lin and the 
Las Vegas Asian Chamber of Commerce 
have a bright and blessed future. I con-
gratulate Vida on being the first 
woman to lead the Asian Las Vegas 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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REMEMBERING ALBERT E. DIX 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, all 
of the Commonwealth of Kentucky has 
suffered a great loss with the recent 
death of Albert E. Dix. A fourth-gen-
eration journalist, Al Dix moved to 
Frankfort, Kentucky’s State capital, 
to become publisher of The State Jour-
nal in 1962, a post he would keep until 
his retirement in 1996. Known for being 
a mentor to aspiring journalists, Al 
Dix helped train scores of individuals 
who went on to work at papers with 
much larger circulations. But he was 
more than just one of Kentucky’s fin-
est journalists. As one of his former 
press foremen put it, ‘‘He treated all 
employees really well, just like they 
were his family. He was a really good 
person all around.’’ 

Indeed, Al Dix leaves behind a legacy 
as not only a superb publisher but as a 
pillar of his community. While I could 
say much more about my friend Al Dix, 
I think it appropriate for me to share 
with my colleagues a recent account of 

Al’s life, which was published by The 
State Journal on December 3, 2009. I 
ask unanimous consent that the full 
article be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the State-Journal, Dec. 2, 2009] 
FORMER PUBLISHER AL DIX REMEMBERED AS 

CARING LEADER 
(By Charlie Pearl) 

Journalists, bankers, politicians, educators 
and others today paid tribute to Al Dix as a 
sensitive and caring publisher who was dedi-
cated to improving the community but kept 
his good works private. 

Dix died at his home in Frankfort Tuesday 
morning of pancreatic cancer. He was 80. 
Services will be 2 p.m. Friday at South 
Frankfort Presbyterian Church with visita-
tion at noon. Burial will follow at Frankfort 
Cemetery. 

Richard Wilson, who retired from The 
(Louisville) Courier-Journal as its higher 
education reporter, got his first job in news-
papers with The State Journal under Dix in 
1963 and 1964. 

‘‘That helped me immensely during a near-
ly 40-year career in journalism,’’ Wilson said. 
‘‘Much of the reason for that was Al, who 
was unquestionably a reporter’s publisher. 
He was encouraging, respected quality work 
and openly shared his enthusiasm for its ap-
pearance in the newspaper. 

‘‘While he may have held strong views on 
many subjects, he never permitted them to 
permeate The State Journal’s news columns 
and he respected those who believed other-
wise. He also frequently took a personal in-
terest in his employees and their well-being, 
both professionally and personally.’’ 

Bruce Brooks, retired executive vice presi-
dent at Farmers Bank, said he always con-
sidered Dix ‘‘a dear friend. He was a little bit 
of a mentor to me. 

‘‘He was always willing to be a listening 
board for any situation. He was free with his 
advice and usually it was pretty sound and 
analytical.’’ 

Brooks said Dix was master of ceremonies 
at various functions, ‘‘and was really, really 
skilled at it. And he always had an open 
checkbook for a worthy cause. He would 
walk the walk and talk the talk.’’ 

Former City Commissioner Pat Layton 
said Dix encouraged her to start her real es-
tate career. 

‘‘He had a lot of insight of what was going 
on in the community,’’ Layton said. ‘‘It 
wasn’t because he was publisher of a news-
paper but because he really loved his com-
munity. 

‘‘He was truly a leader. But a lot of people 
didn’t know about the many things he did for 
Frankfort because he was very private about 
it. He was a silent supporter. When there was 
a need, he was there and stepped right up 
front. He was a special guy.’’ 

State Sen. Julian Carroll, who was gov-
ernor while Dix was publisher, said, ‘‘Al was 
a great community-minded leader. Although 
he was a Republican and I’m a Democrat, he 
was always very nice and cordial to me. I 
considered him to be one of our outstanding 
citizens.’’ 

Bob Roach, a retired school teacher and 
former city commissioner and county judge- 
executive, said Dix ‘‘was certainly interested 
in young people and education, and he be-
lieved in excellence. He was a prince of a fel-
low.’’ 

While teaching at Franklin County High 
School, Roach said he took groups of stu-
dents to Washington, D.C., for 25 years to 
participate in a North American Invitational 
Model United Nations program, ‘‘and we 
could always count on him for a donation.’’ 

By sponsoring an annual State Journal 
All-Academic Banquet, Dix encouraged stu-
dents to excel in the classroom, Roach said, 
‘‘and he encouraged teachers by recognizing 
them as well.’’ 

Dix could also be a confidant, Roach said. 
‘‘You could go talk to him about an issue 

and you knew it would always be in con-
fidence,’’ Roach said. ‘‘And I knew his advice 
would be on target.’’ 

Attorney Bill Kirkland, a former Paul 
Sawyier Public Library president, said Dix 
was on a special gifts committee during 
fundraising for the new library and he came 
faithfully to every meeting. 

‘‘He had numerous contacts in the commu-
nity and personally added immeasurably to 
the quality of the library through the gifts 
he solicited. 

‘‘He was a person of intellect, humor, good 
personality and good judgment. There was 
never a kinder soul and more generous per-
son in the community.’’ 

Kirkland said their friendship spanned four 
decades. 

‘‘About 40 years ago, we played one-wall 
handball at the old YMCA on Bridge Street. 
I knew him first through his connection with 
South Frankfort Presbyterian Church, and 
through a few Republican endeavors. He cer-
tainly was a conservative after my own 
heart. 

‘‘He had extraordinary compassion and was 
interested in literacy, education, good gov-
ernment and ethical behavior.’’ 

Bruce Dungan, retired president of Farm-
ers Capital Bank Corporation, said when Dix 
first came to Frankfort from Ohio, ‘‘I could 
tell he was here to be a friend of Frankfort. 
He was very thoughtful of people. 

‘‘He was here to help people, charities, gov-
ernment and his church. He worked so hard 
at charities. He would call me and say what 
I had given last year, and then say, ‘Don’t 
you think you ought to raise it a little this 
time?’ 

‘‘If it hadn’t been for Al, the YMCA (on 
Broadway) may never have happened. He 
kept pushing everybody. He did whatever he 
could to improve Frankfort. He was one of 
the greatest guys in Frankfort that I know 
of. We’re going to miss him. I sure will.’’ 

Irvine Gershman, a retired downtown mer-
chant, said Dix ‘‘coming here from Ohio was 
probably one of the best things to happen to 
Frankfort. He was always willing to do 
things for other people. 

‘‘He and his family have contributed so 
much to this community. When I would call 
on him for a little help (to various charities), 
he would just say, ‘How much do you need?’ ’’ 

Gershman’s wife, Priscilla, said Dix ‘‘was a 
precious jewel. He will be sorely missed by 
everyone.’’ 

Russ McClure, a former vice president of 
Morehead State University, said he was 
‘‘under the gun a lot of times’’ while serving 
as Finance Cabinet secretary to Carroll and 
assistant budget director to Bert Combs 
when they were governors. 

‘‘One thing I could always count on was Al 
being straight up and fair,’’ McClure said. 
‘‘He was always straightforward with his 
questions and always accurate in his report-
ing of my answers and the facts.’’ 

The Rev. John Hunt, retired pastor of 
South Frankfort Presbyterian Church, said 
he has fond memories of getting to cover one 
of the launches of the Gemini space program 
in the early 1960s for The State Journal be-
cause of Dix. 

‘‘He knew of my interest in science and he 
credentialed me,’’ Hunt recalled. 

When Hunt got to Cape Canaveral, bad 
weather caused the flight to be postponed, so 
he figured he would have to miss the experi-
ence because he would need to get back to 
Frankfort for Sunday church services. 
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But Dix encouraged him to stay in Florida, 

saying he would give the sermon on Sunday, 
Hunt said. 

‘‘He filled the pulpit for me and did an ex-
cellent job,’’ Hunt said. ‘‘He got rave reviews 
and supplied the pulpit on my absences after 
that. I was about ready to swap places with 
him.’’ 

Scottie Willard, who retired in September 
as press foreman after 44 years at The State 
Journal, remembers when Dix became pub-
lisher in 1962. 

‘‘He made a lot of improvements as far as 
press equipment when he took over,’’ Willard 
said. ‘‘He treated all employees really well, 
just like they were his family. He was a real-
ly good person all around.’’ 

Ronnie Martin, retired composing foreman 
who worked at the newspaper 43 years, 
agrees. 

‘‘He was super to work for,’’ Martin said. 
‘‘He gave me all sorts of opportunities and 
challenges at the same time, but they all 
worked out. He was a great guy. He treated 
everybody fairly.’’ 

Ann Maenza, Dix’s daughter, now publisher 
of The State Journal, said her father ‘‘never 
cut corners. He always made sure things 
were done right. He was old school, fair and 
honest.’’ 

Amy Dix Rock, senior director of regu-
latory and scientific affairs at Cumberland 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. in Nashville, Tenn., 
said her father was ‘‘always thinking of oth-
ers. We don’t know how many things he’s 
done for others because he didn’t talk about 
it. 

‘‘That’s the way he was. He was soft-spo-
ken but when he did speak you listened.’’ 

Al Smith, who rose to prominence in the 
state as a weekly newspaper publisher and as 
the longtime host of KET’s ‘‘Comment on 
Kentucky,’’ said Dix was a newspaper pub-
lisher of the old school, ‘‘but the opposite of 
the domineering egotistic bosses who bullied 
employees and squeezed the news to match 
their biases. 

‘‘ ‘Old school’ means that we always knew 
that with Al at The State Journal, it was 
like the grocery slogan of years ago, ‘the 
owner is in the store.’ He didn’t have to call 
a distant headquarters to know what to say 
or do. 

‘‘He had strong views, conservative Repub-
lican in a ‘company town’ (state govern-
ment) of readers who are mostly Democratic, 
but he ran the paper on principles of fairness 
in the news columns and gave his editorial 
writers, who were mostly more liberal than 
he, free rein on the opinion page.’’ 

Smith noted how The State Journal under 
Dix supported a constitutional amendment 
that overhauled the state’s judicial system 
and created what is today the Supreme 
Court. Smith also noted the newspaper’s 
spotlight on corruption in government and 
how Dix shunned personal publicity. 

‘‘Once I wrote him a private note about 
something very generous he had done to help 
someone in trouble,’’ Smith said. ‘‘I heard 
nary a word in reply. But I didn’t expect it. 
I am sure he was embarrassed that I even 
knew.’’ 

Born Aug. 18, 1929, in Ravenna, Ohio, Al-
bert E. Dix majored in political science and 
was a 1951 graduate of Denison University in 
Granville, Ohio. 

He served in the U.S. Army Intelligence 
from 1953–1955. 

A fourth-generation journalist, Dix first 
worked at The Times-Leader in Bellaire, 
Ohio, where his father was publisher. He 
moved to Frankfort in October 1962 to be-
come publisher of The State Journal. He re-
tired in 1996 as publisher and president of 
Wooster Republican Printing Co., the parent 
company of The State Journal, which now 
owns seven newspapers. 

The Kentucky Book Fair was founded by 
The State Journal in 1981. 

Dix also was a member of the board of di-
rectors of First Capital Bank of Kentucky, 
the Frankfort/Franklin County Industrial 
Development Authority and the local 
Kiwanis Club; and served two terms as chair-
man of the American Saddlebred Museum at 
the Kentucky Horse Park in Lexington. 

He loved fishing and making fishing rods, 
electric trains and saddlebred horses. 

Other survivors include his wife of 56 
years, Edna Dix; a son, Troy Dix, publisher 
of the Ashland Times-Gazette in Ohio; and 
four grandchildren, Evan, Stewart and Me-
lissa Dix and Lauren Maenza. 
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CUBA 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I rise as 
a cosponsor for S. 428, the Freedom to 
Travel to Cuba Act. 

It is time we brought our strengths 
to bear—our people, our vision, our en-
ergy—to help the Cuban people shape 
the future direction of Cuba and to fix 
a policy that has manifestly failed. For 
America to act as the great power we 
are, with confidence in our values and 
vision, we need a Cuba policy that 
looks forward. 

The truth is, we have reached out to 
countries where our wounds were far 
deeper, and far more recent. When 
JOHN MCCAIN and I led the efforts to 
unfreeze our relationship with Viet-
nam, we said: ‘‘let’s be honest . . . the 
Cold War is over. All the American 
trade embargo is doing is keeping Viet-
nam poor and thus encouraging a flood 
of refugees.’’ 

For nearly 20 years after the fall of 
Saigon, the Vietnam war took a less 
bloody but equally hostile form. The 
U.S. and Vietnam had no diplomatic 
relations. Vietnamese assets were fro-
zen. Trade was embargoed. But in 1995 
the United States normalized relations 
with Vietnam. The Cold War had 
ended, and we even signed a trade deal 
with a country where 58,000 Americans 
had given their lives. 

The results? A Vietnam that is less 
isolated, more market-oriented, and, 
yes, freer—though it has miles to go. 

And yet, when it comes to Cuba, a 
small, impoverished island 90 miles off 
the shores of Florida, we maintain a 
policy of embargo—motivated by past 
grievance, not present realities and fu-
ture dreams. Fidel Castro has stepped 
aside from day-to-day government, 
there is a new American President, and 
Cuban-Americans increasingly want 
broad, far-reaching interaction across 
the Florida Straits. Times are chang-
ing, and we cannot live in the past. 

Forty-seven years ago, I was in my 
first semester of college when Soviet 
missiles, deployed in Cuba, threatened 
to set the world on fire. No one who 
lived through those thirteen harrowing 
days in October will ever forget them. 
Certainly, the threat from Cuba was 
real. 

It is true that we continue to dis-
approve of Cuba’s dismal human rights 
record and palpable lack of freedom. 
And it is also true that, over 50 years, 
the embargo can claim some successes. 

For example, it can be reasonably ar-
gued that U.S. pressure contributed to 
Cuba’s decision to cease its military 
adventurism in Africa and its support 
for the violent insurgencies that ripped 
apart Central America in the 1980s. 

But on the two most important ques-
tions, the verdict is decisive: 

First, did this policy fulfill its often- 
stated purpose of overthrowing the 
Castro regime? Fidel Castro outlasted 
nine American Presidents, from Eisen-
hower to Clinton, and retired only for 
reasons of health during the tenth. 
When he passed on the reins to his 
brother, Fidel joined Omar Bongo of 
Gabon and Libya’s Colonel Qaddafi as 
one of the world’s longest-serving head 
of states. 

Second, have the benefits of our pol-
icy outweighed the costs? It is hard to 
argue they have. The embargo has cost 
Cubans access to our markets, and for 
many years to our food and medicine— 
with little progress to show. But it has 
cost us as well. It has limited the influ-
ence of our people and our democracy. 
What’s more, this fall’s U.N. vote con-
demning America’s embargo showed 
yet again: Cuba is not the only country 
isolated by our policy. The vote 
against our policy was 187 to 3. All of 
our major allies voted against us, and 
one of the two voting with us itself 
routinely trades with Cuba. 

Is it morally satisfying to sanction a 
government whose human rights prac-
tices we abhor and whose political sys-
tem rejects many of our values? Sure. 
And helping Cubans to live in democ-
racy and liberty absolutely remains a 
goal of American policy. But for 47 
years now, we have endorsed an embar-
go in the name of democracy that pro-
duced no democracy! 

In fact, our rhetoric and policies have 
actually helped to consolidate the 
Cuban government. We have provided 
the Castro regime with an all-pur-
pose—if exaggerated—excuse to draw 
attention away from its many short-
comings, including its shamelessly 
flawed economic model. For too many 
Cubans, our threats have legitimized 
Castro’s outsized nationalism and re-
pression of opponents. Our posture has 
played to his strengths. 

At the same time, we have not 
brought our strengths to bear—our peo-
ple, our vision, our energy, our oppor-
tunities. It is time for America to act 
as the great power it is—with greatness 
built on confidence in our values and 
vision. 

Of course, the greatest cost of our 
policy has been borne by the Cuban 
people themselves. José Martı́, Cuba’s 
great ‘‘Apostle’’ and man of letters, 
once said: ‘‘Everything that divides 
men, everything that classifies, sepa-
rates or shuts off men, is a sin against 
humanity.’’ More than 70 percent of 
Cuba’s 111⁄2 million people have lived 
their entire lives in this stalemate. A 
Cuban boy or girl of 10 when Fidel Cas-
tro drove victorious into Havana is 60 
years old today. His whole life has been 
spent deprived of basic freedoms but 
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