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ranchers surveyed had to dip into sav-
ings, retirement funds, or take loans
against their farms or ranches to cover
health care costs.

Managing heart disease requires reg-
ular checkups and treatments to man-
age the disease, improve overall health
and prevent future complications.
Without access to these services, Patty
fears what will happen to their family
and their farm in the event David suf-
fers another heart attack.

There are several provisions in the
Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act to benefit Americans like Patty
and David. It will extend access to af-
fordable and meaningful health insur-
ance for all Americans. The bill stands
up on behalf of the American people
and puts an end to insurance industry
abuses that have denied coverage to
hardworking Americans when they
need it most. According to the non-par-
tisan Congressional Budget Office, the
Senate reform proposal will extend
coverage to 31 million more Americans
when fully enacted.

Immediately after enactment, a new
program will be created to provide af-
fordable coverage to Americans with
preexisting conditions who have been
denied the coverage they need. People
like David will be guaranteed health
insurance coverage after years of
struggling without this basic security.

In addition, this legislation will cre-
ate health insurance exchanges in
every State through which those lim-
ited to the individual market will have
access to affordable and meaningful
coverage. The exchange will provide
easy-to-understand information on var-
ious health insurance plans, help peo-
ple find the right coverage to meet
their needs, and provide tax credits to
significantly reduce the cost of pur-
chasing that coverage. No matter what
plan you have, every American will
have the added security of knowing
that your insurance company will no
longer be able to deny coverage for pre-
existing conditions and won’t be able
to drop your coverage if you get sick.
Patty, David, and all Americans de-
serve this basic security.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, we live
in a world that is being poisoned by
greenhouse gases of our own making. If
we do not act, we face irreversible, cat-
astrophic climate change. My grand-
children face a world where there will
be not enough food, water, or fuel, a
world that is less diverse, less beau-
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tiful, less secure. As I speak today, we
are witnessing a critical moment in
our fight against global warming both
at home and abroad.

This past Monday, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency acted by re-
leasing its final determination that
‘“‘greenhouse gases threaten the public
health and welfare of the American
people.” This was an action required by
law and ordered by the Supreme Court.
This finding will require EPA regulate
greenhouse gas emissions under the
Clean Air Act.

Monday’s endangerment finding is a
critical step in our country’s efforts to
stop global warming, which not only
poses a threat to public health and wel-
fare but to our national security. I am
proud of the strong science-based ac-
tions taken by this administration to
live up to its Clean Air Act obligations
to protect our health. But I strongly
believe that the best way for our coun-
try to solve the problem of greenhouse
gas emissions is through comprehen-
sive legislation enacted in the Congress
of the United States. Legislation that
invests in clean energy and new, high-
tech infrastructure will bring us to
long-sought goals: energy independ-
ence, good jobs for our citizens, and a
healthy planet for our children and
grandchildren.

We are now closer to that kind of leg-
islation than we have ever been. The
House has passed a bill that puts a
limit on the pollution in our air. It
dedicates funding to develop new do-
mestic sources of clean energy. It in-
vests in a new infrastructure that is
less dependent on foreign fuels and cre-
ates American jobs. And we need those
jobs. Here in the Senate, we have im-
proved on our colleagues’ work. Senate
legislation makes additional invest-
ments in clean transportation. It pro-
vides additional oversight and account-
ability and support for developing
countries. It ensures we do not add one
penny to our national deficit. This leg-
islation is consistent with the budget
of our country to try to help reduce the
deficit and yet make us energy inde-
pendent, create jobs, and be sensitive
to our environment.

But because climate change is a glob-
al problem, we need a global solution.
This past Monday was also an impor-
tant day in the international effort.
The international community began a
2-week meeting in Copenhagen, Den-
mark, to work on an international
agreement to address climate change.

The international community has set
the right objectives to make the meet-
ing a success: a political agreement
that promises both immediate action
and contains the structure for a future
formal treaty.

The agreement reached in Copen-
hagen should include the following
points: specific near-term greenhouse
gas emission reduction targets—a crit-
ical part—the support the developed
countries will provide to the devel-
oping world to adapt to a changing in-
dustrial economy and a changing cli-
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mate—we have a responsibility to help
the developing world—the core ele-
ments that will make up the final trea-
ty; and a timeline for reaching that
agreement within the next year. We
cannot put this off. It is critical we act
timely.

The administration has taken several
very important actions over the past
few weeks to help us secure a global
agreement in Copenhagen. EPA’s
endangerment finding sends an impor-
tant signal to the world about the
United States commitment to take de-
cisive action.

Similarly, the President’s announce-
ment that the United States will com-
mit to an emissions reduction in the
range of 17 percent below 2005 levels by
2020 and his pledge to contribute the
fair share of the United States of $10
billion a year in financial support for
the developing world by 2012 dem-
onstrate that we are prepared to be se-
rious partners in the fight against cli-
mate change.

That is the type of action we want to
see, not only in the United States but
in other countries that are major
emitters.

Many of my colleagues, however,
have legitimate concerns that if the
United States enacts strong carbon
standards, carbon-intense imports will
have an unfair advantage in our mar-
ket. We need to make sure we accom-
plish our goals internationally and also
have a level playing field.

To address this fear, I believe it is
critical that our international nego-
tiators include in Copenhagen strong
verification and compliance procedures
that will make it clear that every state
has a responsibility to take action to
reduce greenhouse gases.

I have seen too many international
agreements that include the highest
ambitions for labor, environmental,
and human rights protections that fail
to achieve those goals in the absence of
any consequences for violations of
those principles.

The groundwork for achieving a final
international agreement in Copen-
hagen must ensure that major emitting
Nations take on clearly defined emis-
sions reductions targets, adopt stand-
ardized systems to measure, report,
and verify actions and commitments,
and it must provide for consequences if
countries fail to meet those commit-
ments. Inclusion of these principles in
the Copenhagen agreement allows us to
pursue these critical components in
any final agreement, and sends an im-
portant signal that all party countries
are committed to real emissions reduc-
tions.

I am proud that the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee climate change
bill introduced by Senator KERRY last
week includes language I authored that
makes clear our expectations that any
international agreement should in-
clude strong verification and compli-
ance mechanisms, along with emission
reduction targets, and a strong com-
mitment to provide assistance to the
developing world.
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