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issues. He had a special interest in issues re-
lated to unions and the rights of workers. Mr. 
Kovacik was known for his compassionate 
heart and could always be counted on to lend 
a helping hand. 

I extend my deepest condolences to his 
mother, Landa; to his sister, Lisa; to his broth-
ers, David and Robert; to his niece and neph-
ews, Elizabeth, Walker and Thomas; to his 
brother-in-law David and sister-in-law Magaly; 
and to his extended family members and 
many friends. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and remembrance of Mr. Stephen 
John Kovacik III. Stephen John Kovacik’s love 
for life, generous heart and kind demeanor lift-
ed the lives of others. His soulful spirit will live 
on forever in the hearts and memories of his 
family and friends. 
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TRIBUTE TO HARRISON HIGH 
SCHOOL MARCHING BAND 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 14, 2009 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I would like to congratulate the Harrison High 
School marching band for being selected to 
participate in this year’s Macys’ Thanksgiving 
Day Parade. The Hoyas were one of 8 high 
school marching bands chosen nationwide to 
participate in this once in a lifetime experi-
ence. 

Being awarded this prestigious distinction 
for the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade is 
recognition of being one of the very best high 
school bands in the country. The Hoyas’ se-
lection is a testament to their dedication, devo-
tion and hard work. The parade was a perfect 
opportunity for them to showcase their skills 
and countless hours of practice, and anyone 
who saw the parade on TV on Thanksgiving 
Day knows they did us proud. 

I’d also like to commend the parents, fac-
ulty, and entire community who worked to 
make this possible by supporting the 193- 
member band. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of all my con-
stituents, I am proud to congratulate the 
Hoyas on their selection and for their success 
at the parade. 
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OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 14, 2009 

Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the service of Charles E. Moyer, the 
mayor of Ebensburg, Pennsylvania. He is retir-
ing after 16 years as mayor. His hard work 
and dedication have had an immense impact 
on his community. 

Mr. Moyer was born and raised in 
Ebensburg, where he attended Holy Name 
Grade School and Central Cambria High 
School before taking classes at Saint Francis 
University. He lives with his loving wife, Rose, 
and together they raised their daughter Denise 
and their late son David. 

Mr. Moyer began serving Ebensburg in 
1963 as a member of the Dauntless Fire Com-
pany and was its captain from 1973 to 1983. 
He first joined the Ebensburg Borough Council 
in 1974 and became council president in 
1984, an office he held until he became mayor 
in 1994. 

Mr. Moyer has been an officer of the 
Cambria County Boroughs Association since 
1986, is a member of the Pennsylvania State 
Association of Boroughs Board of Trustees 
and Directors, and represents the association 
on the Pennsylvania Department of Transpor-
tation’s New Product Evaluation Committee. 
Since 1997, Mr. Moyer has served on the 
Cambria County Conservation and Recreation 
Authority, working to develop recreational re-
sources, including playgrounds and trail 
projects, in Cambria County. For the past 5 
years, Mr. Moyer has also been a member of 
the Cambria County Airport Authority and has 
served on the board of directors for the 
Cambria Somerset Council of Governments 
for 15 years, including 2 years as the presi-
dent. 

Madam Speaker, during his distinguished 
career, Mr. Moyer received the Thomas F. 
Chrostwaite Award in 1993, the Distinguished 
Service Award in 2002, the Board of Directors 
Award in 2003, and the A.C. Scales Award 
from the Pennsylvania State Association of 
Boroughs in 2007 for exceptionally out-
standing service. 

As mayor and councilman, Mr. Moyer has 
been instrumental in the many improvements 
in Ebensburg. Most recently, the borough en-
acted a $1.3 million Streetscape program to 
revitalize the downtown, which has allowed for 
the construction of Penn Eben Park with a ga-
zebo-style band shell, new sidewalks, street 
lights, benches and trees as well as renova-
tions of many buildings. New businesses have 
nearly filled all the storefronts in downtown 
Ebensburg. 

Madam Speaker, I conclude my remarks by 
commending Charles E. Moyer for his service 
to his community. Through his years as a vol-
unteer fireman, a councilman and finally as 
mayor, he has continually worked to make 
Ebensburg Borough a better place. His retire-
ment closes a chapter on a long and fruitful 
career and the people of Ebensburg, along 
with those of us who have worked with Char-
lie, will surely miss him. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of Jean Elsner, 
age 90, whose youthful spirit and lifelong 
quest for learning is being recognized at 
Cleveland State University’s fall commence-
ment ceremony, where she will be awarded 
the coveted President’s Medal. 

Mrs. Elsner grew up in Cleveland’s Buckeye 
neighborhood during the Great Depression. 
Her parents were hardworking and resource-
ful, despite the harsh economic times. Even 
when they lost their home to foreclosure, and 
during a time when young women were not 
encouraged to further their education, her par-

ents always stuck to their plan for her to go to 
college. In 1941, she graduated magna cum 
laude with bachelor’s degrees in English and 
Sociology from Ohio University, and her quest 
for learning, sparked early on by her parents, 
never diminished. 

In 1982, Mrs. Elsner and a friend signed up 
to take a class at Cleveland State University, 
and she has been enrolled ever since. For 
nearly thirty years, she has taken two to three 
classes every semester. She holds the record 
for the most classes taken by any one student 
at Cleveland State—more than 100. Whether 
rain, sleet or snow, Mrs. Elsner walks to the 
bus stop every day she has a class and takes 
the bus downtown from her home in South 
Euclid. Mrs. Elsner’s positive attitude and 
boundless energy continue to inspire. Her love 
of life and devotion to family and friends con-
tinues to frame each day. Together, she and 
her beloved husband, the late Sidney Elsner, 
raised three sons and instilled within them the 
same values of hard work and the significance 
of a solid college education. 

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please 
join me in honor and recognition of Jean 
Elsner, whose exuberance for life, quick smile, 
caring heart and love for learning continues to 
enrich and inspire students, professors, friends 
and family. We wish her continued health, 
peace and happiness in all the years to come. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 14, 2009 

Mr. WALDEN. Madam Speaker, consistent 
with the House Republican Leadership’s policy 
on earmarks, to the best of my knowledge the 
requests I have detailed below are (1) not di-
rected to an entity or program that will be 
named after a sitting Member of Congress; 
and (2) not intended to be used by an entity 
to secure funds for other entities unless the 
use of funding is consistent with the specified 
purpose of the earmark. As required by ear-
mark standards adopted by the House Repub-
lican Conference, I submit the following infor-
mation on projects I requested and that were 
included in the Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2010, H.R. 3288. 

Account: Transportation & Community & 
System Preservation 

Project Name: 5th and 6th Street Recon-
struction, OR 

Legal Name and Address of Requesting En-
tity: City of Redmond, 716 SW., Evergreen Av-
enue, Redmond, Oregon 97756 

Project Location: Madras, Oregon 
Description of Project: H.R. 3288 appro-

priates $779,200 for the 5th and 6th Street 
Reconstruction project located in Redmond, 
Oregon. According to the requesting entity, 
funding would be used to remove and replace 
existing pavement surfacing and sub-grade 
material and restore the street section to 
minor arterial standard. According to the City 
of Redmond, this is a valuable use of taxpayer 
funds because it will encourage local use and 
the 5th/6th Street Couplet cannot be properly 
maintained without reconstruction, as the ex-
isting condition cannot accommodate addi-
tional maintenance treatments. 

Account: Surface Transportation Priorities 
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