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Forces and certain other Federal em-
ployees, and for other purposes. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and 
Mr. WARNER): 

S. 2881. A bill to provide greater tech-
nical resources to FCC Commissioners; 
to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise 
today, along with Senator WARNER, to 
introduce legislation that provides 
greater technical resources to the Com-
missioners of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. 

Specifically, this legislation simply 
proposes modifying existing law so 
that each Commissioner may hire an 
additional staff member—an electrical 
engineer or computer scientist—to pro-
vide in-depth technical consultation. 
Currently, the statute allows each 
Commissioner to appoint only three 
professional assistants and a secretary. 
Typically, these professional assistants 
have been legal advisors covering the 
wireline, wireless, and cable/media sec-
tors. However, in order to properly reg-
ulate communications, Commissioners 
must be well-versed in both the legal 
and technical aspects of the issues. 

With the rapid advancement of tech-
nologies and innovation within the 
telecommunications industry, it is im-
perative that Commissioners have the 
technical expertise on their staff to 
make well informed regulatory deci-
sions. As one Commissioner recently 
remarked, ‘‘not one of us is an engi-
neer. Do you really want us making 
these highly technical decisions?’’ We 
should not expect every Commissioner 
to be an engineer, but having one on 
staff is prudent. Having both technical 
and legal advisors provides the req-
uisite complement of staff experience 
for the Commissioners to properly ad-
dress increasingly complex technical 
and legal matters. 

While the Office of Engineering and 
Technology, OET, has been and will 
continue to be a valuable resource, 
there has been concern in the technical 
community about the depletion of en-
gineering expertise at the Commission. 
From 1995 to 2001, the FCC’s engineer-
ing staff dropped by more than 20 per-
cent. And at the time, more than 40 
percent of the engineering staff were to 
be eligible for retirement between 2001 
and 2005. More recently, the FCC’s 
Managing Director has identified that 
the Commission has a shortage of net-
work engineers. 

In addition, several engineering 
membership and standards bodies have 
weighed in voicing concern about the 
lack of technical depth at the FCC. The 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers, IEEE, the largest technical 
professional organization in the world, 
sent a letter in June of 2008 to then- 
Chairman Martin writing ‘‘despite the 
generally excellent nature of its inter-
nal staff, given all of the technical 

issues within the FCC’s jurisdiction, it 
may be prudent to seek means to sup-
plement the internal technical capa-
bilities of the Commission.’’ The Soci-
ety of Broadcast Engineers has out-
lined that one of its legislative goals 
for 2009–10 is ‘‘to promote the mainte-
nance or increase of technical expertise 
within the FCC to ensure that decision- 
making by the FCC is based on tech-
nical investigation, studies and evalua-
tion rather than political expendi-
tures.’’ I would like to thank these two 
organizations for supporting this bene-
ficial legislation. 

This bill takes a step towards prop-
erly addressing a glaring deficiency by 
ensuring each Commissioner has a 
technical expert on staff to provide in-
dividual technical advisement. This is 
absolutely critical given how rapidly 
technologies are changing and the im-
plications that regulation could have 
on the underlying technical catalysts 
of innovation. That is why I sincerely 
hope that my colleagues join Senator 
WARNER and me in supporting this crit-
ical legislation. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 374—RECOG-
NIZING THE COOPERATIVE EF-
FORTS OF HUNTERS, SPORTS-
MEN’S ASSOCIATIONS, MEAT 
PROCESSORS, HUNGER RELIEF 
ORGANIZATIONS, AND STATE 
WILDLIFE, HEALTH, AND FOOD 
SAFETY AGENCIES TO ESTAB-
LISH PROGRAMS THAT PROVIDE 
GAME MEAT TO FEED THE HUN-
GRY 
Mrs. LINCOLN (for herself, Mr. HAR-

KIN, and Mr. CHAMBLISS) submitted the 
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry: 

S. RES. 374 

Whereas almost every State has a program 
in which hunters may donate game meat to 
feed the hungry; 

Whereas hunters, sportsmen’s associations, 
meat processors, community hunger organi-
zations, and State wildlife, health, and food 
safety agencies work together successfully 
to operate such programs whereby hunters 
feed the hungry; and 

Whereas such programs have brought hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds of game meat 
to homeless shelters, soup kitchens, and food 
banks: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the cooperative efforts of 

hunters, sportsmen’s associations, meat 
processors, hunger relief organizations, and 
State wildlife, health and food safety agen-
cies to establish programs that provide game 
meat to feed the hungry across the United 
States; and 

(2) recognizes the contributions of such 
programs to efforts to decrease hunger and 
feed individuals in need. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 375—HON-
ORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF BREAST CANCER ADVOCATE, 
STEFANIE SPIELMAN 
Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself and Mr. 

BROWN) submitted the following resolu-

tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 375 

Whereas Stefanie Spielman, a tremendous 
advocate and a true champion for the cause 
of breast cancer research, passed away on 
November 19, 2009, after a decade-long battle 
with breast cancer; 

Whereas despite her constant battle with 
her own illness, Stefanie showed grace and 
compassion for others, touching countless 
lives in Ohio and beyond; 

Whereas Stefanie tirelessly advocated for 
additional research into the prevention and 
treatment of breast cancer, and along with 
her husband, Chris, founded the Stefanie 
Spielman Fund for Breast Cancer Research 
at the Ohio State University Comprehensive 
Cancer Center—James Cancer Hospital and 
Solove Research Institute shortly after her 
diagnosis; 

Whereas Stefanie and Chris later estab-
lished the Stefanie Spielman Fund for Pa-
tient Assistance, which to date has gen-
erated more than $6,500,000 to help translate 
laboratory discoveries into effective treat-
ments for breast cancer patients; 

Whereas Stefanie served as an active and 
vital member of the James Cancer Hospital 
and Solove Research Institute Foundation 
Board; 

Whereas Stefanie was actively engaged in 
advocacy issues, including Ohio Mammog-
raphy Day, which received the strong sup-
port of former Ohio First Lady Janet 
Voinovich and was designated by the Ohio 
General Assembly as the third Thursday in 
October; 

Whereas in 2000, Stefanie and Chris estab-
lished ‘‘Stefanie’s Champions’’ to honor one 
of the most important factors in cancer 
treatment—the loving and healing presence 
of a devoted caregiver; 

Whereas Stefanie gave the first Champion 
award to her beloved husband after Chris put 
his professional football career on hold to 
care for her when she was first treated; and 

Whereas Stefanie was a loving mother to 
her 4 children: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) acknowledges the outstanding achieve-

ments and profound impact of Stefanie 
Spielman in the fight against breast cancer; 

(2) commends Stefanie for her commitment 
to caring for others suffering from breast 
cancer; and 

(3) celebrates her life as a wife, mother, 
and advocate for breast cancer awareness, re-
search, and treatment. 
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 3201. Mr. BROWNBACK submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID 
(for himself, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. DODD, and Mr. 
HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 3590, to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the 
first-time homebuyers credit in the case of 
members of the Armed Forces and certain 
other Federal employees, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 3202. Mr. BEGICH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment 
SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID (for himself, 
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. DODD, and Mr. HARKIN) to 
the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 3203. Mr. BAYH (for himself, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. FRANKEN, Mr. KOHL, Mr. 
KERRY, Ms. STABENOW, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND) 
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. 
REID (for himself, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. DODD, and 
Mr. HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 3590, supra; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 
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