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we started voting on that bill. Remem-
ber, I am including the all-night hours,
all-night hours.

According to a newspaper here on the
Hill, actually, The Hill, Democratic
leaders have waived transparency rules
at least 24 times to rush votes this year
alone, 24 times. Twelve of those bills
were available for less than 24 hours.
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This omnibus bill back here, half a
trillion in spending, just this last week
passed 221-201, no Republicans voting
for the bill. Increased funding for Fed-
eral agencies, 12 percent. Some as
much as 33, some as much as 21. The
final tally for this omnibus new spend-
ing for nondefense, nonveteran discre-
tionary programs took it up to a level
of 85 percent higher than 2 years ago.
Eighty-five percent higher than 2 years
ago. The debt up $1.4 trillion. The def-
icit this year, $1.4 trillion, in 1 year. It
wasn’t that many years ago, and, of
course I'm getting older, I think it was
in the eighties; so it’s been some 20
years, I think our whole national debt
was only a trillion dollars, which was
an enormous amount then. Now it’s
going up by more than that annually.

This is a freight train without
brakes. This is a runaway train that’s
headed off a cliff, and it’s going to take
Americans with it if we don’t put a
stop to it. You cannot continue down
this path. You cannot continue down
this path.

We tried to figure out how some of
this money has been spent. The press is
doing its job. The New Orleans Times-
Picayune. Details: Louisiana has seven
congressional districts. So Louisianans
visiting recovery.gov, that’s the Web
site where all this stuff is posted so
there’s great transparency and ac-
countability. Remember, this was the
Web site the President and the Vice
President, JOE BIDEN, said by golly,
you’re going to see it all out there. So
Louisianans visiting recovery.gov
found themselves just skeptical but
truly puzzled to see nearly $5 million
was listed as headed to Louisiana’s
Eighth Congressional District. There
are only seven. Not eight; seven. That
site also listed the 12th, the 26th, the
45th, the 14th, the 32nd, and, my favor-
ite, 00. I don’t know if that’s 007 or if
it’s—I don’t know.

According to Ed Pound, Director of
Communications for recovery.gov, the
site relies on self-reporting by recipi-
ents of the stimulus money.

This is oversight? This is trans-
parency? I mean, this is a government
that can’t figure out who’s going to the
White House for dinner that’s spending
your money, and this is transparency.
Pound said information from
FederalReporting.gov has been simply
transferred to recovery.gov. And no
one checks to verify its accuracy or to
take note of the fact that Utah doesn’t
really have seven congressional dis-
tricts; it has three. South Dakota has
one, not 10.

Pound: ‘“We’re not certifying the ac-
curacy of the information. We know

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

what the problem is and we are trying
to fix it,” he said. Asked why recipi-
ents would pluck random numbers to
fill in for their congressional district,
Pound replied, and this is my favorite,
“Who knows, man. Who really knows.
There are 130,000 reports out there.”

Somebody should know. It’s your
money. Well, again, it’s not really your
money yet because we borrowed it.
Congress borrowed it from the Chinese,
the Japanese, all kinds of lenders, oil-
producing nations that we pay exorbi-
tant prices to for the crude oil because
we don’t access our own resources here.
They’re the ones doing it.

Talladega County, Alabama, claimed
to have saved or created 5,000 jobs from
only $42,000 in stimulus funds. That’s
5,000 jobs, $42,000 in expenditures. Now
they’re efficient. That would be $8.40 a
job. Now there are some cheap places
to work, but I don’t even think Ala-
bama is paying their people $8.40 a job,
though; so there’s something wrong
there.

Belmont Metropolitan Housing Au-
thority in Ohio reported 16,120 jobs
saved or created for $1.3 million. Now,
that is efficient too. So congratula-
tions to Belmont. That’s $80.64 a job.

Folks, the government is not the cre-
ator of jobs, not jobs that are sustain-
able, because you have to take money
away from those who have it to redis-
tribute it, and it’s not being done very
efficiently, affordably, transparently,
or with accountability.

And how long do these jobs last? I
want jobs created out in the private
sector that fund the government, and
by that I mean if you have a vibrant
private sector, people are paying taxes.
If businesses are making a profit,
they’re going to pay a tax, pay a lot of
tax. Individuals earning a salary, earn-
ing a wage, they’re paying tax. Ask
them. That’s what funds government.
It’s not the other way around. And
that’s the difference between many of
us in this body is there are those who
believe every problem needs a Federal
solution regardless of what it costs
now or in the future. That’s why you
need a balanced budget, a requirement
in the Constitution to keep both par-
ties in check.

We need to get this house back in
order, and I mean the global house, the
U.S. itself, how money is spent, how
it’s allocated, what we do with it. This
is obscene. It really is. All I see is just
one government takeover after an-
other.

Now, is there room to do more over-
sight where it’s necessary, fix markets
where they’re broken? Yes. Will we de-
bate how far you go in that? We should.
But we should do that in an open and
thoughtful manner. I’'ve served on some
nonprofit boards, a hospital board, a
business association board, and we’d
have vigorous debates, but we always
did it with the notion of common good.
We’d bring what we had to the table,
and we would try to find a solution.

I thank you, my colleagues, for let-
ting me share those comments with
you tonight.

December 15, 2009

EDUCATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentlewoman from
Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE) is recognized
for 60 minutes.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, it’s such a privilege to stand in the
well of the House of Representatives.

BEach time I stand here, I just shiver
and shake and think about just how I
got here and the unusual -cir-
cumstances that have allowed me to be
here. Really coming from a very poor
background, parents who had very,
very meager means. But it was because
of an educational opportunity that I'm
able to be here with you and to speak
with you here this evening.

You’ve heard it all from the well of
the House of Representatives, Mr.
Speaker. You’ve heard about all of the
problems that we have in our economy.
And this evening I want to talk to you
about the importance of reestablishing
ourselves in the world as a nation that
is graduating students from college and
producing the next generation of
innovators and engineers and doctors
and scientists and teachers so that we
can reestablish ourselves in the world
and continue to enable our economy to
grow. But, of course, you’ve heard
about all of the problems that sort of
crowd out a really important discus-
sion about the importance of funding
educational opportunity.

You’ve heard about the two wars and
the escalation, which is going to cost
us $30 billion. You’ve heard about the
war spending. Between 2001 until 2009,
we’ve spent just under $950 billion for
Iraqg and Afghanistan, and we’ve just
included another $139 billion for both
wars. In July, the DOD was spending
$11 billion a month on both wars. And
CRS projects that we’re going to be
spending another $400 billion to $900
billion in the next 10 years.

You’ve heard about the entitlement
programs, Medicare and Social Secu-
rity, and how they’re in danger and
how we have to fund that. You’ve heard
about the escalating health care costs
consuming 20 cents of every consumer
dollar in the so-called takeover by the
government of health care. You’'ve
heard about the great recession where
as many as 700,000 jobs were lost in a
single month in the last 15 months.
You’ve heard about the financial sys-
temic risk that threatens the economy
not only of the United States of Amer-
ica but of the world, requiring coun-
tries, including this one, to develop bil-
lions of dollars in stimulus funding.
You’ve heard about various proposals
to right ourselves and to justify our
economy. You've heard proposals to
just simply reduce spending. You’'ve
heard proposals to give tax breaks to
the wealthy and that these tax breaks
will somehow trickle down to support
those workers and small businesses.
And you’ve even heard whispers of rais-
ing taxes. And very few people raise as
a solution to this problem at looking
hard at what we’re doing in terms of
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advancing post-secondary educational
opportunity.

That’s why this evening, Mr. Speak-
er, I'm so happy to be joined by my
dear friend and colleague from Vir-
ginia, Representative BOBBY SCOTT,
who serves on the Labor and Education
Committee and I'm sure will give us
some valuable information about the
importance of preparing the next gen-
eration of students.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I thank the
gentlewoman from Wisconsin for talk-
ing about education and talking about
the importance of educating all of our
young children.

Quality education is more important
today than ever before with the rapid
development of a global marketplace.
We find that we’re competing not just
with cities across a State or even cities
across the Nation but cities all over
the world.

We can’t compete with other coun-
tries on things like lower wages. There
are people who work in other countries
for wages that we can’t compete with.
We can’t necessarily compete in terms
of location. You don’t have to work
right next to your coworkers anymore.
If you can work across the hall from
your coworkers, you can work across
the globe from your coworkers. And in
manufacturing, if you manufacture
something, you don’t have to be that
close to your customers. You can ship
things overnight from almost any-
where. In the global economy when
you’re trying to get a plant financed,
there used to be a time where you had
to locate the plant in the United States
because you needed financing. Now
with worldwide banking, you can put
that plant anywhere that you want.

The one reason that businesses would
want to locate in the United States or
in a particular community is because
they know they can find well-educated
workers. So education becomes the
competitive advantage. And when you
start looking at the location, you know
you can get the good workers. You
know that the communities will ben-
efit by having a good education. We
know these communities that invest
heavily in education suffer less crime,
pay less welfare, and we know the indi-
viduals benefit, the students benefit
with a good education. There’s an old
adage that says ‘‘the more you learn,
the more you earn.” The more edu-
cation you get, the higher your income
will be. So we need to focus on edu-
cation if we’re going to maintain our
competitiveness.

But, unfortunately, we’re finding
that we’re slipping in terms of math
and science on any international basis.
We used to be fairly high. We’re kind of
drifting down. We’re kind of in the
middle of the pack right now but drop-
ping. We used to be number one in
graduating our students from high
school. Now we’re dropping. We used to
be number one in those going to col-
lege. We used to be number one by far.
Now many countries are having more
young people go to college and grad-
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uate from college than in the United
States.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Reclaim-
ing my time, I guess what I'm recalling
is a country where, I mean, we in-
vented the telephone. We invented the
automobile, the television, the camera,
Google, iPod. We’ve made major med-
ical breakthroughs. We discovered the
cure. We discovered Penicillin and
practically eradicated polio by devel-
oping the vaccine. And we’ve done this
because we have been number one in
the world for developing a brain trust.

So I guess I'm sort of curious about
the statements that you’ve just made
that we no longer have the smartest
students or the best workforce and that
we’re no longer leading in innovation
and technology.
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. If the gentle-
lady would yield, that’s why we need to
remain competitive and make sure
that all of our students have an oppor-
tunity to go to college. We need to
make sure that they have the knowl-
edge to be successful, and we need to
make sure that we are making those
investments in early childhood edu-
cation, in elementary and in sec-
ondary, and are making sure that all of
our students have access to college.
That means we have to make sure we
continue to invest in Pell Grants and
to reduce the interest on student loans
so that everybody can get into college.

One of the things we also have to do
is to make sure they have the support,
and not only the encouragement, to go
to college. They need the financial ac-
cess but also the support so they can
stay in college. That’s why the Federal
TRIO Programs are so important—Tal-
ent Search, Upward Bound, Upward
Bound Math and Science, Veterans Up-
ward Bound, and Student Support
Services. Once they get into college,
there are the educational support cen-
ters and the Ronald E. McNair Post-
Baccalaureate Achievement Program.

The TRIO Programs encourage low-
income and first-generation students
to think in terms of college. For many
of them, it’s just not an expectation in
their families, so they think, after high
school, that’s going to be about it. We
need to instill upon them an expecta-
tion that, if you can do the work, you
ought to continue your education. The
TRIO Programs are extremely impor-
tant in making sure they have not only
the financial access but the support
once they get there so that they can
graduate.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Will the
gentleman yield, please?

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I will yield.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. This ad-
ministration has been very good on fi-
nancial aid, and this Congress has been
great in providing financial aid. As a
matter of fact, between fiscal years
2001 and 2009, the Pell Grant has seen
an increase of over $27 billion. Now,
these TRIO Programs that you talk
about have a funding level of $853 mil-
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lion. That is less than $1 billion to the
Pell Grant of $27 billion.

While providing financial aid to stu-
dents is a great strategy, can you tell
me why you think it is so important to
fund these TRIO Programs in addition
to the Pell Grant? Aren’t we making a
big enough investment in Pell?

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Well, we’re
not making enough of an investment in
Pell. We need to make those invest-
ments because the cost of college is
going up even more than the increases
in Pell Grants. We have done a lot in
Pell Grants in the last few years. After
several years of no increases, we have
made significant increases in Pell
Grants, but the Pell Grant still does
not pay as much of a portion of your
education as it used to. It used to be
that, with a Pell Grant, you could al-
most pay your entire tuition—room
and board—at a State college. Now it’s
about 30 percent, and you’ve got to
come up with the rest. With a Pell
Grant, people back in the ’60s and in
the early ’70s could work 15 hours a
week at a little part-time job and could
work their way through college. Today,
even with a Pell Grant and while work-
ing 40 hours a week, it is still very dif-
ficult to work your way through col-
lege. We need to make sure that these
opportunities are there.

Even though you have financial ac-
cess with the Pell Grants, with the stu-
dent loans, and with the scholarships,
you need to make sure that you have
the support to get the work done. Many
students will start in college and won’t
finish, and you’ll have dropouts not
only in high school but also dropouts
in college. We need to make sure that
they have those services.

The beneficiaries of the TRIO Pro-
grams do much better in college com-
pletion than those who don’t have
those support services. You have the
counseling, the tutorial, and the other
support services that you need. They
are so important, and that’s why we
need to make sure that the TRIO Pro-
gram funding goes up as much as the
funding for financial access, like Pell
Grants and student loans. We have to
recognize that the investments we
make in education are so important
and that, if we don’t make these in-
vestments, we end up paying the bill
anyway.

I serve not only on the Education and
Labor Committee, but I also serve on
the Judiciary Committee, where I chair
the Subcommittee on Crime. We know
that there is a strong correlation be-
tween those who drop out of school and
those who end up in the criminal jus-
tice system. The high school dropouts
are much more likely to end up in pris-
on. Those who graduate from high
school and those who go to college are
much less likely to get caught up in
the criminal justice system. When you
look at all of the costs of incarceration
and when you look at all of the costs of
affordable welfare, if we had made the
investments in education to get young
people on the right track and to keep
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them on the right track, we wouldn’t
have had to make those expenditures
in the criminal justice and social serv-
ice programs.

So education is extremely important,
and it is a much more intelligent use of
taxpayer money—investing in edu-
cation—rather than waiting for young
people to drop out of school and to
mess up, to join a gang and then get
into a bidding war as to how much
time they’re going to serve in prison.

I saw an article in the last couple of
days in New York. For every juvenile
incarcerated, they spend about $200,000
a year locking up juveniles. California
had the same number—over $200,000 per
year per juvenile. You can just think of
what kind of education could have been
provided a few years before to make
sure that the young people got on the
right track and stayed on the right
track. So investments in education are
not only good for the economy and are
not only good for the community, but
they actually save more money than
they cost when you look at the costs of
failing to educate the next generation.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I yield.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. I come
from a community where there has
been a great deal of discussion about
the failures of students on the fourth-
grade reading tests and about the fail-
ures of students on the eighth-grade
math tests, so I am really interested in
your description of how the TRIO Pro-
grams really provide an intervention,
as it were, in, admittedly, a system-
ically failed process up through middle
school.

The TRIO Programs, as I have come
to understand them, literally intervene
in kids’ lives in middle schools through
the Upper Bound program, for example,
and through Talent Search. They real-
ly identify that next generation of stu-
dents who have the capability and the
capacity to go to college and to really
keep our country on top. Many coun-
tries do this. They have done it for gen-
erations. They have identified kids in
middle schools. Despite the incapacity
of the families, based on their incomes,
to put their kids in private schools or
to give them tutoring, the TRIO Pro-
grams intervene in middle school, and
put them on a college track. Here are
some of the data and statistics that I
want you to respond to:

First of all, in terms of low-income
students—and I'm not talking about
any particular race or anything be-
cause, as I understand it, 37 percent of
those students enrolled in TRIO are
white students; 35 percent are African
American; 19 percent are Hispanic; 4
percent are Native Americans; 22,000 of
these students in TRIO are disabled
students; and 25,000 are veterans.

So here we have a really diverse
group of students who take advantage
of these TRIO Programs, but they have
one thing in common—they are all low-
income students. They are all students
who are disadvantaged by not having
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wealthy parents who can send them to
prep schools. These are students we are
depending on to become that next gen-
eration of engineers, scientists, and bi-
ologists. They are the people who are
going to correct the conditions of our
lakes, of our forests, and who will be
these innovators. Yet, of all the low-in-
come students in our country, only 41
percent enroll in college, and after 6
yvears in these Student Support Serv-
ices, we find that almost 31 percent of
these students actually attain a bach-
elor’s degree, and that only 21 percent,
literally 10 percent fewer of them,
graduate from college when you have
only given them Pell Grants.

I guess that is one of the problems
that you have tried to share with us
today, which is: If you are going to
spend $27 billion and are going to make
that kind of important investment in
financial aid, it sure is important to
give these students the wraparound
services that they need, perhaps some
remediation in math and in reading, so
that they can succeed, some support
services.

If you will indulge me, Mr. ScoTT, I
will tell you a little story.

I was pregnant at 18 years old when I
graduated from high school, and I was
not headed to college. As a matter of
fact, I was at the then-Boys’ Club—it
was not the Boys and Girls Club. I was
at the Boys’ Club, watching the boys
play basketball, when a young man
walked up to me and said, The director
of the Educational Opportunity Pro-
gram in Marquette is looking for you,
and he said he wants you to come down
there right away. That’s how I ended
up in college—18 years old, pregnant.

What these programs do is they actu-
ally interrupt the poverty cycle. They
actually interrupted the sociological
outcome for me to just be a welfare
mom, receiving food stamps, with no
hope of ever making an important con-
tribution to society.

So I think that, if we are looking at
a long-term bang for our buck, these
TRIO Programs and increasing the
funding for these TRIO Programs will
certainly do that because we cannot af-
ford the downward slide that you have
described.

I'm not sure that people have really
understood the seriousness of this. You
mentioned that we were probably in
the middle of the pack. According to
the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development, we are
about 16th among 29 industrialized
countries in college completion rates.
That really has consequences, because
when you look at China and at Japan
and at South Korea, these are coun-
tries that are now the innovators in
the world. They are producing the engi-
neers. There used to be a time when
you saw Chinese students sitting in
American universities. You don’t real-
ly see that anymore. They are staying
at home and are obtaining their bacca-
laureate degrees.

Now, President Obama has indicated
that he has a goal of producing the
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highest proportion of college graduates
in the world by 2020. To reach that
goal, this Pell Grant increase is a part
of that program. He also wants to ex-
pand the reach of community colleges,
wants to invest Federal money in re-
search and data collection and in other
reforms to the student loan program,
and wants to simplify the student aid
process.

The gentleman from Virginia, those
are very good intentions, and you’re
experienced on the Education and
Labor Committee, but I guess I'd like
you to respond to whether or not just
simply providing financial aid and col-
lecting data will get us there.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Thank you.

If the gentlelady would yield, one of
the things we need to do is to make
sure that we get all of our students
headed toward college. You mentioned
the impact of finances and the income
of parents. One factor is that many
parents never went to college, so there
is not an expectation that their chil-
dren will go to college. If your parents
went to college, there is really an ex-
pectation that you are going to go to
college, too. It’s not a question of
whether you are going to college. After
you graduate from high school, it’s
which college are you going to go to.
There is just an expectation.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Right.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. When you
have parents who did not go to col-
lege—and this is one of the main fo-
cuses of the TRIO Programs—they
want to develop that expectation.

When I was in college, I was an Up-
ward Bound counselor, and I could see
in the Upward Bound program the pro-
found change in attitude that young
people had as the summer went on. At
the beginning of the summer, I remem-
ber you could ask young people, What
are your plans for the future? They
would start telling you their plans for
the weekend. Later in the program,
you’d ask, What are your plans for the
future? They’d tell you what courses
they needed to take in high school to
make sure they could get into college,
and they’d tell you the courses that
they’d have to take in college in order
to get into law school or into medical
school. They had planned their futures
a lot farther along than just the week-
end.

When you have a different perspec-
tive and when you start having an ex-
pectation that ‘“‘my future includes col-
lege,” a lot of things happen. One, you
are less likely to use drugs and to get
caught up in delinquency because you
know that will adversely affect your
future.
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So just the fact that you’re looking
at a future, you will much more likely
get on the right track and stay on the
right track to actually achieve those
goals.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I yield.
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Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Gen-
tleman, you indicated, I heard you say
that we need to get all of our kids pre-
pared to go to college. And I'm won-
dering if we aren’t concerned about
class warfare. We talked about those
parents who are not low income.
They’ve gone to college. They’ve had a
college fund for their children early on.
And perhaps these are parents who
might feel somewhat resentful that
there’s a program out there that pro-
vides supportive services for low-in-
come students, as I indicated, I mean,
41 percent of low-income students,
just—I mean, if you’re not an athlete
and you can win a scholarship, you
know, if you’re not summa cum laude,
valedictorian of your high school, you
might not have access to scholarship
funds.

What would you say to those parents
who do have a baccalaureate degree
about the need to make sure we give
access to all students to college?

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Well, one of
the things we found in our work in
Education and Labor and on the Crime
Subcommittee is that so many of our
young people are not graduating from
high school. In some States, in some
schools, and they’re called drop-out
factories, half the children that go to
those schools fail to graduate. And so
it’s important, if we’re going to have
any kind of society, that we encourage
young people to go to college because
at least that means they’ll get through
high school. If you do not pay for edu-
cation, you will pay for welfare and
crime. And so it’s important for us, as
a society, to make sure that we invest
in education so we won’t have as much
to pay for in crime and welfare, and
also, we’ll have an educated workforce
so that when businesses come to the
community and consider moving their
businesses to your community, you’ll
have a well-educated workforce to
show off, and you’ll also demonstrate
that if they bring their business here,
their workers will have access to a
good education. So it’s in everybody’s
best interest to have a well-educated
workforce and to make the invest-
ments in education.

The Pell Grants make sure that ev-
erybody can have access. A significant
reduction in interest on student loans
has taken place in the last few years.
There are a lot of things that we’re
doing, and we’re helping colleges.
We’ve made significant investments in
colleges and how they can help their
students. There are a lot of things that
we’ve been doing, but the main focus
has got to be to get young people into
college, and once they get into college,
to make sure they have the support
services that the TRIO programs will
provide to make sure that they can ac-
tually graduate.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. I was just
looking at an article that was pub-
lished in Forbes Magazine recently,
called Investing in America’s Future,
and one of the points that the author
made was that in California, two-fifths
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of the State’s jobs are expected to re-
quire college degrees by the year 2020.
But the number of adults with those
credentials will fall short. So it’s not
just a matter of providing an oppor-
tunity for middle-class and upper-class
students.

We’ve been joined by Congresswoman
SHEILA JACKSON-LEE, who has spoken
often about the need for businesses to
have an educated workforce. I've heard
her speak very passionately about how
there are so many requests among our
business leaders for foreign students to
come into the country because we
don’t have an educated workforce.

And so, gentleman, I'd like you to re-
spond to that.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. You men-
tioned two-fifths require college. But
even more than that require some edu-
cation past the high school level, some
kind of training, some kind of edu-
cation, maybe not the 4-year college
but a 2-year college, or maybe some ca-
reer training course so that you could
learn your trade. There used to be a
time where you could get a low-skilled
job, keep it for 40 years and then retire.
The jobs of today require continual
learning, lifelong learning. You’ve got
to be retrained. A lot of jobs have be-
come obsolete. Instead of one job for a
long time, most people will have four
or five or six jobs during their careers.
It’s important to make sure that you
can learn and you have lifelong learn-
ing so that you can keep up with the
new jobs. Most, 40 percent require col-
lege, but virtually all of them, good
jobs, will require some Kkind of edu-
cation past the high school level.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Thank you
so much.

I’'m so happy this evening that we’ve
been joined by Congresswoman SHEILA
JACKSON-LEE from Houston, Texas; and
I would yield to her at this time.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Let me
thank the distinguished gentlelady
from the great State of Wisconsin for
her persistence in the work that I
found her doing when I visited her dis-
trict some several years ago. She has
been persistent and consistent, and I'm
delighted to join her this evening,
along with my friend and colleague
from Virginia. I served with BOBBY
ScoTT as the Chairman of the Sub-
committee on Crime. But he has rede-
fined that committee, and he realizes,
with his experience on the Education
and Labor Committee, that we are
going down the wrong direction. And I
combine the idea of steering people
away from a life of crime or the mis-
takes that we’ve made in the criminal
justice system with the poor response
that we have given to our education
system. I really think that we have, or
we took our education system for
granted. It was there. We were at a
point in our lives in the 19th century,
the 20th century, most particularly
when we were really churning in the
economy and we were at the cutting
edge of invention. We had televisions;
we were doing transistor radios; we did
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the telephone. We were really, if you
will, at the peak of the envy of all the
world, and we took for granted that in-
dividuals would start school, public
school, by the way, and they would fin-
ish school and some would finish high
school, but they would still be at an
economic level that they could provide
for their families. And others went to
college. And so I'm listening to this
discussion about our international
competitiveness, and I read this sen-
tence to you: America no longer has
the smartest students or the smartest
workforce in the world.

I would take issue with that and say
that we have the smart people, but we
have not cultivated them and provided
them the support system that a TRIO
provides, a steering. It’s almost as if
you had a playing field and you told
people to just get out on that playing
field. There were no guidelines, there
were no bases to make, there were no
touchdowns to make, and what would
you get? You’d have very poor results.
But if you had some guidelines, if you
told them that they had to go from one
point to the next, that they had to
kick the ball into the field goal area,
or they had to make a touchdown, or
they to had hit a home run. And that’s
why I’'ve come to the floor today, be-
cause I want to share these statistics,
but I want to refute these statistics
and I want to say, it’s time now to go
back to the old, to reinvest in our edu-
cation as if we cared about it.

And so let me cite these numbers
that may have already been put into
the RECORD, but I believe it’s impor-
tant, that show the 2007 trends in inter-
national mathematics and science
study, which is really a baby of mine.
I’ve been on or served on the Science
Committee for 12 years. In that, my
emphasis was math and science and
NASA and what NASA can do to in-
spire our young people to want to be
scientists and mathematicians. It
measures the math and science knowl-
edge of fourth and eighth graders.

Our students don’t perform like those
in competitor nations. Only 10 percent
of U.S. fourth graders and 6 percent of
U.S. eighth graders scored at or above
the international average in math.
That means that 94 percent of our
eighth graders are getting beat by
countries like Singapore, Hong Kong,
England and Russia, and Kazakhstani
students scored better in math than
our own fourth graders. What does that
mean? It means that there is a legiti-
mate argument for TRIO because TRIO
provides the kind of road map that
gives you the support systems that
really cause students who come from
disadvantaged backgrounds to get to
the finish line, to be able to kick the
goal, to make the touchdown, to make
the home run.

0 2210
And I believe that we’ve been lax in
the funding. It’s always easy to cut

funding for the vulnerable. We don’t
have to worry about any funding for
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the vulnerable because their voices
cannot be heard. We know that just
across the country, the University of
either Southern California or Berkley
has students who have been picketing
and sitting in for weeks because of tui-
tion increases. So we know how dis-
advantaged students are more dis-
advantaged as they raise tuition costs
and they don’t have support systems.
So, for example, here is what TRIO
has done, college going rates for TRIO
versus non-TRIO students: All low-in-
come students, 41 percent enrolled in

college; Upward Bound participants,
77.3 percent; Upward Bound Math-
Science, 86.5 percent; and Talent

Search, 79 percent.

What is there to convince that TRIO
works, that the support system works?

Student Support Services, low-in-
come bachelor degree attainment with
a 6-year period: Student Support Serv-
ices, 30.9 percent; receive Pell but no
support, 21 percent, way down; receive
neither Pell nor support, 8.9 percent.
They just don’t make it.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Will the
gentlelady yield?

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I'll be
happy to yield.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. This is the
question I have for my colleagues here.
If it’s so clear, as you’ve indicated,
gentlelady from Texas, that TRIO
works, if it’s so clear, as the gentleman
from Virginia has indicated, that we
need, in order to remain globally com-
petitive and to continue to be the inno-
vative country and to really develop a
way to develop and create new reve-
nues for our country, we’re not going
to just cut spending and raise taxes
and have that be adequate for remain-
ing a first-class nation.

If it’s true that we don’t have enough
upper-class students who are grad-
uating from college that we can afford
to ignore low-income white students,
low-income African American stu-
dents, low-income Hispanic students,
low-income Asian students, disabled
students and veterans who are in these
programs, if we can’t afford to ignore
them, we’ve got to grab them and edu-
cate them so that we can meet those
goals and that bar, why has TRIO been
flat funded?

What are the consequences of the
fact that TRIO was flat funded during
fiscal year 2006 and 2008, had just a
minimal increase in 2009, a minimal in-
crease in 2010 and, God bless him, our
Appropriations Chair, DAVE OBEY,
added $20 million to TRIO this cycle,
but after all of the negotiations with
the Senate, only $5 million was re-
tained in that program. What are the
consequences of reducing these vital
services to TRIO students and our re-
maining competitiveness of the world?
We need at least $200 million for this
program.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. You are
eloquent in crafting the frustration
that you experience and so many of us
experience. And do you know what the
answer is? They just don’t get it. Not
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the friends and allies who work so
hard, the chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee on the House side, so
many Members who understand what
TRIO means, but the overall thinkers
about education and how to cut dollars
just don’t get it.

TRIO costs an average of about $1,000
per student per year, $1,000. Pell is esti-
mated to spend approximately $25 bil-
lion helping over 7 million students get
aid. The combination of a TRIO effort
for a student counters the tragedy, and
let me just retract that word and not
utilize ‘‘tragedy,” but when you look
at it and you say we are the country
that spent the 20th century just invent-
ing about everything the world now
uses, when we think of China, we are
glad that it has made gigantic steps of
development. It still is a developing
nation, and a lot of what China has
made its economic rise on has been
what we invented in the 20th century
and now they make it in a cheaper
manner.

So what we are losing is we are los-
ing the genius of our invention and in-
ventiveness. H-1B is what you’re talk-
ing about. The H-1B visas have become
the popular response. So I'm not going
to worry about the fact that our chil-
dren don’t know math and science.
Forget about it. We’ll just import
thousands upon thousands.

I have no quarrel with them. We just
stood today and introduced a com-
prehensive immigration reform bill.
There is no quarrel with the idea that
this Nation is a nation of laws and im-
migrants, but there is a quarrel when
we throw to the side those disabled,
those veterans, those disadvantaged
students, those children who have a
single parent who would not have the
ability to be able to follow through on
college.

So what do we lose? Again, we lose
the ability to invent for the next gen-
eration. We lose the scientific minds
that are going to be at the cutting edge
of finding the right kind of cure for
HIV/AIDS or stopping the HIN1 pan-
demic or finding a cure for cancer or
being able to fix crumbling bridges.
This is what we lose. And, frankly, I
believe we are long overdue for the
reckoning that comes with the idea
that we are ignoring our children.

I would like to just use as an example
the fact what we call AP classes and
advanced classes. You poll and find out
how many of those classes are still
being kept, advanced placement. It’s
all about budget. We don’t respect or
appreciate how much money good edu-
cation can generate, and I think that
we lose our rightful competitive place
in the world. And I would much rather
invest $1,000 in TRIO than $1,000 in
making war and taking a chance of los-
ing one of our bright young men or
bright young women who has gone on
the front lines. We appreciate them.

But what I'm saying is we should
give equal opportunity for those who
are either after their military service
or in the midst of their military serv-
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ice or that want to go to school, we
should give them the opportunity to do
so, and that is what TRIO is all about.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Will the
gentlelady yield?

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I'd be
happy to yield.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. My col-
league Representative SCOTT is a great
mentor of mine. He serves on the Budg-
et Committee, and he is an expert on
one of the subjects that really con-
sumes a great deal of time on this floor
and in our committees, and that’s the
subject of the budget deficit and how
we dig ourselves out of this hole. And I
guess I was wondering if he would
share—I’'m sort of surprising him with
this question, but I guess I would like
for him to talk about the revenue op-
tions or the cutting options or how we
got into this fiscal hole that we are in
and what the role of educating and
having an educated workforce will have
on us ever being able to approach some
sort of deficit reduction.

And I will yield to the gentleman.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. There are di-
rect consequences of spending more
money on education, one of which is
that the average income of those who
you have invested in, the average in-
come will go up, better known from a
budget perspective as more taxable in-
come. And so those that you invest in
and have more taxable income will be
able to help fund the government. That
is on the plus side.

On the minus side, if you do not edu-
cate the people, they are much more
likely to be involved in crime and wel-
fare, better known as expenditures. So
instead of getting more revenue, you
end up with more expenditures.

So we need to make sure that we
make these investments in education
so more and more of our students go on
to college. And we know what works.
We know that TRIO works. The TRIO
programs, the Talent Search, Upward
Bound, Upward Bound Math-Science,
and Veterans Upward Bound all help
students think about college and get
them on track to college.

The Student Support Services, Edu-
cational Opportunity Centers, and the
Ronald E. McNair Postbaccalaureate
Achievement Programs help students
once they get to college. They are in-
volved in those programs and are much
more likely to graduate and complete
their education, making sure they will
be much more contributing members of
society. And we know they work. There
are currently 2,800 TRIO programs that
are serving 850,000 low-income and
first-generation students.

Now, you can only imagine that
without TRIO, many of these students
wouldn’t even be thinking about col-
lege. And if you just look around the
country, many of these programs have
waiting lists, young people that are
trying to get the help of a TRIO pro-
gram, but because we haven’t funded
them adequately, there are not enough
slots and they have to languish and
perhaps not get an education because
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they didn’t get the services that they
needed.
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We need to make sure those invest-
ments are there. If you’re looking long
term in the budget, we need to make
sure that people are self-sufficient, not
depending on government. The invest-
ments we make in education in the
long-term budget perspective are in-
vestments that need to be made.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Thank you
so much for that, gentleman. That is so
important.

You know, the Department of Edu-
cation really bears this out. They say a
high school dropout earns about $18,000
a year—of course that’s if they’re not
costing us money in the prison sys-
tem—a high school graduate, $26,000 a
year, an associates degree, $38,000, and
a bachelor’s degree, $65,000. When we
consider our aging baby boomers, we
certainly are going to need to make
sure that we have a lot of higher-in-
come individuals working toward all of
these innovations that we are so capa-
ble of.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. And if we
don’t make the investments that we’re
talking about today, this may be the
first generation that has a lower
achievement of education than their
previous generation. Right now, many
children of college-educated parents
are not going to college. We are very
close to having this generation less
educated than last. That will be the
first time in American history that
that has ever taken place.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Wow. Be-
fore I yield to the gentlelady, I just
want to say that old adage, ‘‘pennywise
and pound foolish.” I started this hour
out by talking about all of the com-
peting problems that we discuss on this
floor, the cost of the war and cost of
health care, costs of Medicare and So-
cial Security, those entitlement pro-
grams, the cost of escalating the war in
Afghanistan, the great recession where,
at its height, 700,000 jobs were lost in a
single month, the bailout funds for the
““too big to fail”’ institutions.

And so if we allow ourselves to get
mired down in this and decide that $200
million for an education program is
just too much money, that would be
the perfect place to talk about penny-
wise and pound foolish, wouldn’t you
agree, gentleman?

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I would
agree. And I have introduced, as you
know, the Youth Promise Act, which
looks at a comprehensive approach to
investing in our young people, getting
them on the right track, keeping them
on the right track rather than waiting
for them to drop out of school, mess
up, and then spend all the money on in-
carceration.

If we take a comprehensive approach,
we have found that you are more likely
to save money in the long run—indeed,
certainly even in the short run. Com-
prehensive approaches to juvenile
crime, one in Pennsylvania where they
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spent $60 million investing in young
people—in a couple of years they fig-
ured they saved $300 million. Those
kinds of results happen all over the
country when you take a comprehen-
sive approach, making sure young peo-
ple can get on the right track and stay
on the right track and get out of what
the Children’s Defense Fund calls the
cradle-to-prison pipeline and get into
the cradle-to-college or cradle-to-work-
force pipelines. Those pipelines, the
college and workforce pipelines, are ac-
tually cheaper to construct than a cra-
dle-to-prison pipeline where you spend
huge sums of money locking people up.
You don’t get the benefit of the in-
creased earnings; you just end up
spending all the money on crime and
welfare.

So if we make the right investments
in getting young people on the right
track and keeping them on the right
track, we not only have a better soci-
ety, but the budget will look better.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Thank you
so much. That was just amazing infor-
mation.

The gentlelady from Texas, I would
love to hear what you have to say on
this matter.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Well, I
think this discussion should be a road-
map, but it also should be a primer, a
tutorial for us not heading toward the
disaster that we are heading toward.
We should heed some of the comments
that have been made.

I would like to build on this issue of
the criminal justice system, which has
just grown exponentially. I would say
to the gentlelady that there are at
least 1 million persons in our prison
system throughout the Nation. It is
known to be the largest prison system
in the civilized world. It is called the
“prison industrial complex’ because
there is so much money spent in incar-
cerating persons, and it does not seem
that we have gotten it again to invest
on the front end.

So I would just like to share with
you, according to the National Center
for Education Statistics, which studies
the math skills of 15-year-olds through-
out several industrialized countries,
our United States students ranked 25th
internationally. Why? Probably not
embraced by the TRIO concept, the
support system concept. High school
graduates, only 75 percent. I realize
that TRIO goes forward into the col-
lege area, but it means that these stu-
dents are not getting support early.

High school graduation, only 75 per-
cent of first-year high school students
graduate within 4 years; 25 percent of
our students are left behind. Today, 1
in 10 24-year-olds still lack a high
school degree. According to the Alli-
ance for Excellent Education, 76 per-
cent of white students graduate in a 4-
year period, compared with 55 percent
of Hispanic students and 51 percent of
African American students. There lies
the crux of the need for TRIO, because
we need that kind of inspiration.

Let me just finish. The Alliance esti-
mates that high school dropouts from
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the class of 2008—listen to this num-
ber—will cost the United States $319
billion in lost wages over their life-
time. Is there any defense for not sup-
porting TRIO, for not funding it to the
max so that we can draw these stu-
dents through the high school period
into the college and then see them
graduate and invest that $319 billion
into the economic engine of this econ-
omy, and on the other side, having
skills that are marketable skills?

I started out by saying that we have
been cited as not having the smartest
students in this century or this time
frame. I said, no, these are smart stu-
dents; we just have not given them the
rules, we have not laid out the plan, we
have not directed them, we have not
provided them the TRIO support sys-
tem that can be so helpful in providing
the kind of economic engine for Amer-
ica.

So in this climate of high unemploy-
ment and all of this talk about cre-
ating jobs, we cannot ignore America’s
education system for our children.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Thank you
so much, gentlelady from Houston,
Texas. And thank you, my dear friend
and colleague on the Budget Com-
mittee and also on the Education and
Labor Committee.

Before we close out this hour, I just
want to sort of summarize what we
have said here this evening.

We really admire this Congress and
our President for really revamping tui-
tion and making adequate tuition a
priority. It has been so important to
revisit how we make student loans so
that we don’t just provide funding for
bankers, that we actually use those
funds for students, to simplify student
forms. It is even important to invest in
research about educational outcomes.

It has been very, very important to
have seen the dramatic increase in the
Pell Grant because, without this tui-
tion assistance, students would not be
able to make it. Tuition assistance is a
vital component in helping low-income
and first-generation college students or
any students get through college.
Without these dollars, higher edu-
cation would be unattainable for mil-
lions of students who rely on Pell to
pay the bills. But all too often, Pell is
a wasted investment for our low-in-
come kids because they don’t have ac-
cess to guidance counselors and tutors
and the other types of support that
come with the TRIO programs.

It doesn’t do the student or our coun-
try much good if we spend millions on
first-year Pell recipients only to have
those students drop out after their sec-
ond or third year. That’s not a sound
investment. A sound investment is
making sure that when we commit to
providing educational resources for our
most vulnerable kids, we give them all
the tools to successfully see that jour-
ney through.

That’s why we’re here today. This
Congress has drastically increased
vital funding for Pell Grants. I have
been and will continue to be a staunch
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supporter of that increased investment,
but I also know that millions of those
dollars will be wasted unless we also
invest in the tools to get these stu-
dents through college.
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More importantly, our country, our
country, our beloved country that we
love so much, and love so dearly, and a
country that has given us an amazing
life-style of modern living is at risk if
we don’t educate the future workforce.
We have got to start with our tiny tots
in early education, but that’s a more
long-term goal. Right now we are hav-
ing an emergency, an emergency; stu-
dents are either not graduating from
high school or they are graduating
with deficiencies.

In order to step up, we need a TRIO
program, a modest amount of funding,
$200 million in the scheme of things,
nothing like we are spending on all the
other crises in this country, that would
help these programs serve those stu-
dents who are on waiting lists.

With that, I would yield to the gen-
tleman from Virginia.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. I want to
thank the gentlewoman from Wis-
consin for her hard work. She has bene-
fited from the TRIO Program, so she
knows firsthand as I do, as a counselor
in college. I spent 3 years as a coun-
selor in the Upward Bound Program,
noticing the profound change from the
beginning of the program to the end of
the program.

We need to make sure these opportu-
nities and this guidance is made avail-
able to all students to make sure they
can get into college and then to sup-
port services once they get there so
that they can graduate. These are im-
portant programs.

I thank the gentlelady for organizing
this Special Order and I thank the gen-
tlelady from Texas for joining us.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. If I may
say a word of appreciation for you and
say a picture is worth a thousand
words, these tall bars, if they can be
seen, show what happens to Upward
Bound participants, Upward Bound
Math and Science and Talent Search,
much higher than the little low bar
here that shows students without as-
sistance.

One last point is that one in nine Af-
rican American men age 20 to 34 are be-
hind bars. Black men are more likely
to be in jail than to have a graduate
degree. We can lock up people, but we
can also break that chain, take the key
and open the doors to opportunity.

The gentlelady has told and ex-
pressed to us her story. It’s a powerful
story. I would say that we need to give
everyone the same chance that so
many of us have had for a great oppor-
tunity.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. This has
been great, this has been fantastic, and
I would say that the importance of this
program is its diversity. It is not a pro-
gram that just benefits one group of
people. Thirty-seven percent of TRIO
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students are white, 35 percent are Afri-
can Americans, 19 percent are His-
panics, 4 percent are Native Americans,
22,000 of TRIO’s students are disabled
students, and 25,000 are our beloved
veterans.

This is a program that embraces
every American from all backgrounds
and makes sure that money is not the
reason that you cannot use your brain.
Talk about a brain drain, it’s a brain
drain when the only thing that stands
between you and greatness is an edu-
cation.

Thank you so much and good night.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 35
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MAFFEI) at 11 o’clock and
16 minutes p.m.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. YOUNG of Florida (at the request
of Mr. BOEHNER) for today until 3:30
p.m. on account of a death in the fam-
ily.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCGOVERN) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. McGOVERN, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 56 minutes, today.

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. NADLER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PoLi1s, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DOGGETT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HoLT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GRAYSON, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MORAN of Kansas) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:)

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. MCcCLINTOCK,
today.

Ms. Foxx, for 5 minutes, today and
December 16.

(The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-

for 5 minutes,
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marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. WELCH, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. ROYCE, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

——
SENATE BILL REFERRED

A bill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 1755. An act to direct the Department of
Homeland Security to undertake a study on
emergency communications; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

——————

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION
SIGNED

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled a joint resolution of the House of
the following title, which was there-
upon signed by the Speaker:

H.J. Res. 62. Joint resolution appointing
the day for the convening of the second ses-
sion of the One Hundred Eleventh Congress.

———

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House reports that on December 14,
2009 she presented to the President of
the United States, for his approval, the
following bills:

H.R. 4165. To extend through December 31,
2010, the authority of the Secretary of the
Army to accept and expend funds contrib-
uted by non-Federal public entities to expe-
dite the processing of permits.

H.R. 4217. To amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to extend the funding and ex-
penditure authority of the Airport and Air-
way Trust Fund, to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations for the
airport improvement program, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 4218. To amend titles II and XVI of the
Social Security Act to prohibit retroactive
payments to individuals during periods for
which such individuals are prisoners, fugi-
tive felons, or probation or parole violators.

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House reports that on December 15,
2009 she presented to the President of
the United States, for his approval, the
following bill:

H.R. 3288. Making appropriations for the
Departments of Transportation, and Housing
and Urban Development, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2010, and for other purposes.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MURPHY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 17 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, December 16, 2009, at 9 a.m.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
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