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With unemployment so high and so
many families struggling to make ends
meet, we believe that it would be
wrong for Congress to now raise its
own pay in fiscal year 2011. Right now,
we need our focus to be on getting peo-
ple back to work, shoring up the econ-
omy, and keeping our families and
communities safe, not on giving our-
selves a pay raise. The American peo-
ple are not getting a raise. Neither
should Congress.

I encourage my colleagues from both
sides of the aisle to do the same and
join Dr. RON PAUL and me in stopping
the next automatic pay raise from tak-
ing effect by supporting H.R. 4255, the
Stop the Automatic Pay Raise for
Members of Congress in Fiscal Year
2011 Act.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
SENATE AMENDMENT TO H.R.
3326, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2010; FOR
CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE
JOINT RESOLUTION 64, FURTHER
CONTINUING  APPROPRIATIONS,
FISCAL YEAR 2010; FOR CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 4314, PERMIT-
TING CONTINUED FINANCING OF
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS; FOR
CONSIDERATION OF SENATE
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 2847, JOBS
FOR MAIN STREET ACT, 2010

Ms. PINGREE of Maine, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 111-380) on the
resolution (H. Res. 976) providing for
consideration of the Senate amend-
ment to the bill (H.R. 3326) making ap-
propriations for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes;
for consideration of the joint resolu-
tion (H.J. Res. 64) making further con-
tinuing appropriations for fiscal year
2010, and for other purposes; for consid-
eration of the bill (H.R. 4314) to permit
continued financing of Government op-
erations; for consideration of the Sen-
ate amendment to the bill (H.R. 2847)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Commerce and Justice, and
Science, and Related Agencies for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2010,
and for other purposes, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

——————

WAIVING REQUIREMENT OF
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Madam
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 973 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 973

Resolved, That the requirement of clause
6(a) of rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to con-
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sider a report from the Committee on Rules
on the same day it is presented to the House
is waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported on the legislative day of December 16,
2009.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Maine is recognized for
1 hour.

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Madam
Speaker, for the purpose of debate
only, I yield the customary 30 minutes
to the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina, Dr. FoxxX. All time yielded during
consideration of the rule is for debate
only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. I also ask
unanimous consent that all Members
be given 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
House Resolution 973.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Maine?

There was no objection.

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, House Resolution
973 waives clause 6(a) of rule XIII which
requires a two-thirds vote to consider a
rule on the same day it is reported
from the Rules Committee. This waiver
applies to any resolutions reported on
the legislative day of December 16,
2009. This will allow the House to con-
sider today important legislation, in-
cluding legislation to ensure the fund-
ing of our military in addition to meas-
ures to put people back to work.

Madam Speaker, we must act quickly
to deliver the bills before us today that
will fund our military and get people
back to work. Today the House will
take up several measures that will fund
our military and make critical invest-
ments in the Nation’s infrastructure in
order to put people back to work. We
have the opportunity today to take the
bailout money that was used as a life-
line to Wall Street and give that
money back to the American people
and those who have been hit hardest by
these tough economic times.

The legislation that we will take up
later today will divert the TARP
money to programs that will create
and save jobs across the country. We do
this by investing $75 billion of TARP
money into highways, to transit, to
school renovation, to hiring teachers,
police and firefighters, to supporting
small businesses, job training and af-
fordable housing.

For those hit hardest by the reces-
sion, this bill also provides emergency
relief by extending programs like Un-
employment Benefits, COBRA and
FMAP, which is health care funding for
our States, and the child care tax cred-
it. These are measures that we must
pass to build a foundation for long-
term economic recovery.

This is not an ordinary day; and
given the importance of this legisla-
tion, I hope Members on both sides of
the aisle will support this rule so that
we can move quickly to enact these
critically important measures.

December 16, 2009

I wish, as so many of my colleagues
wish, that we weren’t faced with such
difficult problems. I wish that when
the Democrats took over the majority,
we weren’t saddled with two wars, a re-
cession and a $1.3 trillion deficit. But
wishing won’t make these problems go
away. There is real urgency in the ac-
tions before us today, and I truly hope
that my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle will join me in supporting this
rule to allow us to move forward.

Later in the day, we will debate the
merits of all of this legislation and the
grave implications of not passing these
bills. But right now, I urge my col-
leagues to support this rule and allow
us to move forward on the debate to
complete the work that we were sent
here to do.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I appre-
ciate my colleague yielding the time
this morning.

I want to say that it seems every
time we come here, we have to do a lit-
tle bit of correcting people’s memory
and their recollection of history. My
colleague just said when they took
over the majority, we had a $1.3 trillion
deficit. I think if she will check her
facts, she will see that the $1.3 trillion
deficit came about as a result of the
Democrats’ taking over the majority.
She may not have been here in 2007,
but when they took over the majority,
I believe that the deficit was $259 bil-
lion, and they made it $1.3 trillion this
year with their Democratic President.

We are here considering a same-day
martial law rule. Now, I understand
that there are times when we need to
move quickly when we are faced with
an immediate crisis. However, I think
the word ‘‘crisis” has been overused
particularly this year. We haven’t had
much by way of crisis this year, and
yet they’re trying to make it a crisis
by bringing in this, again, same-day
martial law rule.

The Rules Committee met last night
at 8:45. We didn’t get the text of the
bills that we’re going to be debating
and the rule that we’re going to ap-
prove again in a few minutes, or a lit-
tle while, so we’ve had very little time
to be able to deal with these things.
But we’ve known about this for a long,
long time. We’ve known that the fund-
ing for the government would run out
Friday night for over a month. So what
have we been doing during that period
of time when we should have been pre-
paring for this day?

Let me give some ideas on what
we’ve been doing by reading out some
of the bills that we’ve been voting on
on the floor: expressing support for des-
ignation of November 29, 2009, as
“Drive Safer Sunday,”’ surely some-
thing that the country could not live
without, without our voting on it; ex-
pressing support for designation of the
week beginning on November 9, 2009, as
“National School Psychology Week,”
another extraordinarily important
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