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award, the Medal of Freedom, in 1984 for
meritorious service to his country, the first
Mexican American to receive this recogni-
tion; and

Whereas Pope John Paul II recognized him
with the Pontifical Equestrian Order of Pope
Gregory the Great: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) encourages—

(A) teachers of primary schools and sec-
ondary schools to launch educational cam-
paigns to inform students about the lifetime
of accomplishments by Dr. Hector Garcia;
and

(B) all people of the United States to edu-
cate themselves about the legacy of Dr. Hec-
tor Garcia; and

(2) recognizes the leadership and historical
contributions of Dr. Hector Garcia to the
Hispanic community and his remarkable ef-
forts to combat racial and ethnic discrimina-
tion in the United States of America.

——————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3242. Mr. CRAPO submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID (for himself,
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. DobpD, and Mr. HARKIN) to
the bill H.R. 3590, to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to modify the first-time
homebuyers credit in the case of members of
the Armed Forces and certain other Federal
employees , and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3243. Mr. GRASSLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID
(for himself, Mr. BAucUS, Mr. DoDD, and Mr.
HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3244. Mr. GRASSLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID
(for himself, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. DoDD, and Mr.
HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3245. Mr. GRASSLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID
(for himself, Mr. BAucUS, Mr. DoDD, and Mr.
HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3246. Mr. CASEY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID (for himself,
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. DopD, and Mr. HARKIN) to
the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 3247. Mr. GRASSLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID
(for himself, Mr. BAucUS, Mr. DoDD, and Mr.
HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3248. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to the bill H.R. 3326, making appropriations
for the Department of Defense for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2010, and for other
purposes.

SA 3249. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to the bill H.R. 3326, supra.

SA 3250. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 3249 proposed by Mr. REID
to the bill H.R. 3326, supra.

SA 3251. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 3250 proposed by Mr. REID
to the amendment SA 3249 proposed by Mr.
REID to the bill H.R. 3326, supra.

SA 3252. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 3248 proposed by Mr. REID
to the bill H.R. 3326, supra.

SA 3253. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID
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(for himself, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. DopD, and Mr.
HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 3590, to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the
first-time homebuyers credit in the case of
members of the Armed Forces and certain
other Federal employees, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 32564. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID
(for himself, Mr. BAucUS, Mr. DopD, and Mr.
HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3255. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID
(for himself, Mr. BAucUS, Mr. DopD, and Mr.
HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3256. Mr. BENNET submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 3590, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3257. Ms. MURKOWSKI submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID
(for himself, Mr. BAUcUS, Mr. DopD, and Mr.
HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3258. Mrs. SHAHEEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr. REID
(for himself, Mr. BAucUS, Mr. DopD, and Mr.
HARKIN) to the bill H.R. 3590, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

——
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3242. Mr. CRAPO submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 2786 proposed by Mr.
REID (for himself, Mr. BAUcCUS, Mr.
DobpD, and Mr. HARKIN) to the bill H.R.
3590, to amend the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to modify the first-time
homebuyers credit in the case of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and certain
other Federal employees, and for other
purposes; which was ordered to lie on
the table; as follows:

On page 1053, between lines 2 and 3, insert
the following:

SEC. 3403A. IMPROVEMENTS TO THE INDE-
PENDENT MEDICARE ADVISORY
BOARD.

Section 1899A of the Social Security Act,
as added by section 3403, is amended—

(1) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
subparagraph (C); and

(ii) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
following new subparagraph:

“(B) PROMULGATION OF REGULATIONS TO
PROVIDE FOUNDATION FOR BOARD PROPOSALS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Before developing any
proposal under this section, the Board, after
consultation with the Secretary, shall pro-
mulgate regulations through which the
Board interprets the provisions of this sec-
tion that concern the duties of the Board in
order to provide a substantive and proce-
dural foundation for carrying out such du-
ties. Such regulations shall be promulgated
in accordance with the procedures under sec-
tion 5563 of title 5, United States Code, that
relate to substantive rules.

‘(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Clause (i)
may not be construed as requiring that pro-
posals under this section be promulgated in
accordance with the rulemaking procedures
referred to in clause (i).”’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end
the following new subparagraphs:

“(G) CONSULTATION WITH INDEPENDENT AD-
VISORY COMMITTEE.—
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‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care Act,
the Secretary shall establish an advisory
committee to review, in accordance with
procedures established in the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act, each proposal to be
submitted to Congress under this section.

‘‘(ii) COMPOSITION.—The advisory com-
mittee under clause (i) (referred to in this
subparagraph as the ‘Independent Com-
mittee’) shall be composed of not more than
15 members who are medical and scientific
experts appointed from among individuals
who are not officers or employees of the Fed-
eral Government.

‘‘(iii) REVIEW AND REPORT.—The Board
shall submit a draft copy of each proposal to
be submitted to the President under this sec-
tion to the Independent Committee for its
review. The Board shall submit such draft
copy by not later than September 1 of the
year preceding the year for which the pro-
posal is to be submitted. Not later than No-
vember 1 of such year, the Independent Com-
mittee shall submit a report to Congress and
the Board on the results of such review, in-
cluding matters reviewed pursuant to the
succeeding provisions of this subparagraph.

“(iv) CLINICAL APPROPRIATENESS OF PAY-
MENT RESTRICTIONS AND COVERAGE RESTRIC-
TIONS.—The review of the Independent Com-
mittee of a recommendation in a proposal
under this section shall, with respect to any
changes in items or services under this title,
include evaluating the differences in treat-
ment guidelines and variables of treatment
costs for items and services under this title
that are subject to a reduction in payment
or restriction in coverage pursuant to the
recommendation. The purpose of such eval-
uation shall be to ensure that the rec-
ommendation applies only to those items
and services for which such comparisons may
be made in a clinically appropriate manner.

(V) SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE REGARDING CER-
TAIN RECOMMENDATIONS.—With respect to a
recommendation in a proposal of the Board
that reduces payment or restricts coverage
for items and services under this title, the
Independent Committee shall determine
whether the recommendation is supported by
substantial evidence.

‘(vi) SPECIAL POPULATIONS; HEALTH DIS-
PARITIES.—In reviewing a recommendation in
a proposal under this section, the Inde-
pendent Committee shall evaluate the effect
on special populations and whether the rec-
ommendation is consistent with Federal
policies to reduce health disparities.

¢“(vii) PUBLIC MEETING TO PRESENT AND DIS-
CUSS FINDINGS.—Before issuing a report
under clause (iii), the Independent Com-
mittee shall hold a public meeting at which
it presents the findings of its review under
such clause and seeks comments from indi-
viduals attending the meeting.

‘“(H) PUBLICATION OF INITIAL PROPOSAL IN
FEDERAL REGISTER.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than October 1
preceding the proposal year involved, the
Board shall publish in the Federal Register
an initial proposal of the Board under this
section and shall seek comments from the
public on the proposal. The final proposal
shall be published in the Federal Register on
the same date as the date on which such pro-
posal is submitted to the President under
paragraph (3)(A) (or under paragraph (5), as
the case may be).

‘‘(ii) LIMITATION ON JUDICIAL REVIEW.—The
publication under clause (i) of a final pro-
posal of the Board does not constitute final
agency action for purposes of section 704 of
title 5, United States Code.”’; and

(C) in paragraph (3)(B), by striking clause
(ii) and inserting the following new clause:
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