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Awareness of the issues surrounding
slavery and trafficking by those people
most likely to come into contact with
vulnerable populations is essential for
effective prevention and prosecution of
this frequently hidden crime.

I thank my colleagues for their sup-
port of this resolution to help raise
awareness of modern day slavery.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motions
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
with no intervening action or debate,
and any statements related to the reso-
lution be printed in the RECORD at the
appropriate place.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 382

Whereas the United States has a tradition
of advancing fundamental human rights,
having abolished the Transatlantic Slave
Trade in 1808 and having abolished chattel
slavery and prohibited involuntary servitude
in 1865;

Whereas because the people of the United
States remain committed to protecting indi-
vidual freedom, there is a national impera-
tive to eliminate human trafficking, which
is the recruitment, harboring, transpor-
tation, provision, or obtaining of persons for
labor or services through the use of force,
fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjec-
tion to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt
bondage, or slavery, and the inducement of a
commercial sex act by force, fraud, or coer-
cion, or in which the person induced to per-
form such act has not attained 18 years of
age;

Whereas to combat human trafficking in
the United States and globally, the people of
the United States, the Federal Government,
and State and local governments must be
aware of the realities of human trafficking
and must be dedicated to stopping this con-
temporary manifestation of slavery;

Whereas beyond all differences of race,
creed, or political persuasion, the people of
the United States face national threats to-
gether and refuse to let modern slavery exist
in the United States and around the world;

Whereas the United States should actively
oppose all individuals, groups, organizations,
and nations who support, advance, or com-
mit acts of human trafficking;

Whereas the United States must also work
to end slavery in all of its forms around the
world through education;

Whereas victims of modern slavery need
support in order to escape and to recover
from the physical, mental, emotional, and
spiritual trauma associated with their vic-
timization;

Whereas human traffickers use many phys-
ical and psychological techniques to control
their victims, including the use of violence
or threats of violence against the victim or
the victim’s family, isolation from the pub-
lic, isolation from the victim’s family and
religious or ethnic communities, language
and cultural barriers, shame, control of the
victim’s possessions, confiscation of pass-
ports and other identification documents,
and threats of arrest, deportation, or impris-
onment if the victim attempts to reach out
for assistance or to leave;

Whereas although laws to prosecute per-
petrators of modern slavery and to assist and
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protect victims of human trafficking, such
as the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000 (division A of Public Law 106-386; 114
Stat. 1466) and the William Wilberforce Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Reauthorization
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-457; 122 Stat.
5044), have been enacted in the United
States, awareness of the issues surrounding
slavery and trafficking by those people most
likely to come into contact with victims is
essential for effective enforcement because
the techniques that traffickers use to keep
their victims enslaved severely limit self-re-
porting;

Whereas January 1 is the anniversary of
the effective date of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation;

Whereas February 1 is the anniversary of
the date that President Abraham Lincoln
signed the joint resolution sending the 13th
Amendment to the States for ratification, to
forever declare that ‘‘Neither slavery nor in-
voluntary servitude ... shall exist within the
United States, or any place subject to their
jurisdiction” and is a date which has long
been celebrated as National Freedom Day, as
described in section 124 of title 36, United
States Code;

Whereas, under its authority to enforce the
13th Amendment ‘‘by appropriate legisla-
tion,” Congress in the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000 updated the post-Civil
War involuntary servitude and slavery stat-
utes and adopted an approach known as the
3P’ approach of victim protection, vigorous
prosecution, and prevention of human traf-
ficking; and

Whereas the effort by individuals, busi-
nesses, organizations, and governing bodies
to commemorate January 11 as Human Traf-
ficking Awareness Day represents one of the
many positive examples of the commitment
in the United States to raise awareness of
and to actively oppose modern slavery: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports—

(1) the goals and ideals of observing the
National Slavery and Trafficking Prevention
Month from January 1 through February 1,
2010, to recognize the vital role that the peo-
ple of the United States have in ending mod-
ern slavery;

(2) marking this observance with appro-
priate programs and activities culminating
in the observance on February 1 of National
Freedom Day, as described in section 124 of
title 36, United States Code; and

(3) all other efforts to raise awareness of
and opposition to human trafficking.

————

NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of S. Res. 383
submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 383) designating Janu-
ary 2010 as ‘‘National Mentoring Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

——
NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH
Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I am

pleased today to join many of my col-
leagues in supporting a resolution des-
ignating January 2010 as ‘‘National
Mentoring Month.”

We all agree that young people need
a supportive environment based on
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structured and trusting relationships
with adults. The world is more com-
plicated for children today than it ever
was when I was growing up. Mentors
can help young people through the dif-
ficult periods, help them see the dif-
ference between right and wrong, al-
leviate their doubts and concerns, and
answer their questions frankly. Men-
tors can dramatically impact a young
person’s life by providing the support
and encouragement that children need
in order to grow into responsible, car-
ing adults.

This resolution recognizes the value
of volunteering time to make a dif-
ference in the life of a child. A growing
body of research has shown that high-
quality programs can make all the dif-
ference and help students in need
achieve the type of future they might
never have thought possible. Children
with mentors are shown to improve in
school performance and attendance.
Also, they are more self-confident,
have good social skills, and above all
else, they are motivated to reach their
full potential. Unfortunately, a severe
shortage of volunteers has left over 15
million young people without mentors.

National Mentoring Month high-
lights the needs and goals of mentoring
in this country and honors the con-
tributions of the many volunteers
across the country that are currently
connecting with youth in such pro-
grams. Next month, nonprofit organi-
zations, schools, businesses, faith com-
munities, and government agencies—
led by the National Mentoring Partner-
ship and the Harvard School of Public
Health—will join together to encourage
adults to serve as mentors for our
young people. Programs must be ex-
panded to recruit more volunteers to
help fill the mentoring gap. Mentoring
has successfully helped many children
in this country and we must work to-
gether to expand such valuable pro-
grams. I urge the Senate to approve
this resolution.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, the motions
to reconsider be laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate,
and any statements related to the reso-
lution be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 383

Whereas mentoring is a longstanding tradi-
tion in which a dependable, caring adult pro-
vides guidance, support, and encouragement
to facilitate a young person’s social, emo-
tional, and cognitive development;

Whereas continued research on mentoring
shows that formal, high-quality mentoring
focused on developing the competence and
character of the mentee promotes positive
outcomes, such as improved academic
achievement, self-esteem, social skills, and
career development;
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