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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LARSEN of Washington).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 19, 2010.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RICK
LARSEN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

———

PEOPLE WITH ALBINISM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, I have met many strong and
courageous women in my lifetime, both
here and abroad. But I rise today to
recognize Mariamu Stanford, a young
woman from Tanzania, who epitomizes
the essence of bravery. I rise to shine a
light on the untold horrors she and
others with albinism faced, and con-
tinue to face, in East Africa.

I rise to highlight an ongoing, but
little known, crime against humanity
in East Africa, particularly in rural

Tanzania, where human beings with al-
binism are butchered and their body
parts sold for profit. These horrific acts
are perpetuated by witch doctors who
believe the body parts of people with
albinism have magical powers, and can
be mixed in potions to bring the buyer
good luck. Rural villages strong incen-
tive to harvest the limbs of their
neighbors with albinism, because a sin-
gle limb can sell for as much as $2,000,
a king’s ransom in rural Tanzania.

Mariamu, who has albinism, is one of
the few survivors of these horrific at-
tacks. Her story is one of fear, horror,
and unbelievable courage. She told me
her story, through an interpreter, when
we met recently. One night in October
of 2008, when she was asleep with her
toddler son, a group of machete-wield-
ing young men from her village broke
into her home and attacked her. They
cut off both of her arms while she
struggled, screamed, and shielded her
young son from the blows.

It was six long hours after the attack
before she, 5 months pregnant, was able
to receive medical treatment. In the
end, she also lost her unborn child. But
she survived, and she is now relaying
her story here in America in the hopes
that these brutal crimes against people
with albinism will come to an end.

Mariamu came to the United States
for a visit thanks to the generosity of
many, including many of my constitu-
ents from Northern Virginia with albi-
nism, and some who are parents of chil-
dren with albinism. While she was here
for mnearly 2 weeks in December,
Mariamu was fitted with prosthetic
arms donated by the Orthotic Pros-
thetic Center in Fairfax, Virginia, and
she underwent intensive physical ther-
apy.

She is a rare survivor of a horrible
and inhumane crime that is a growing
concern in East Africa. More than 54
people with albinism have been butch-
ered in the region, most of them
women and children. In November of

2008 a 6-year-old girl was shot dead in
Burundi’s eastern province of Ruyigi,
close to the border with Tanzania. Her
attackers removed her head and limbs,
leaving only her dismembered torso.

In January of 2009, three men armed
with machetes killed an 8-year-old boy
in Burundi and smuggled his limbs into
Tanzania. Every one of these stories
border on the unbelievable, and quite
frankly, turn my stomach, as I hope
they do yours.

Not only do people with albinism face
violence in various parts of the world,
but they also are at higher risk for
medical complications from their con-
dition. In East Africa’s harsh sun, for
example, skin cancer is very prevalent.
But oftentimes, people with albinism
have no choice but to expose them-
selves to the sun with little protection,
as they must be outside to work, go to
school, or attend to everyday business.

Unfortunately, the medical issues the
people with albinism face are the least
of their worries in rural East Africa.
The threat of brutal violence looms
over them at all times. Tanzanian
Prime Minister Mizengo Peter Pinda
has condemned these violent crimes, as
he should, against people with albi-
nism, but judicial and enforcement
barriers remain.

My meeting with Mariamu and local
families concerned about her plight has
moved me to take action. I am con-
tacting President Obama and the State
Department to urge them to place dip-
lomatic pressure on Tanzania to end
these crimes against humanity and to
provide education to dispel this myth
that body parts of those with albinism
have any supernatural properties.

I also believe we must look at pro-
viding humanitarian and medical as-
sistance to people with albinism in
East Africa, with a focus particularly
in Tanzania, where most of these bru-
tal crimes have occurred. To this end,
I plan to introduce a House Resolution
recognizing the plight of people with
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albinism in East Africa, Mr. Speaker,
condemning their murder and mutila-
tion, and advocating remedies to bring
an end to this heinous and misguided
behavior.

———

FISCAL DISCIPLINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Arizona (Mrs. KIRKPATRICK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Mr.
Speaker, our national debt is setting
new records each week, and Wash-
ington cannot ignore it any longer. Un-
less we take action, the debt could
bring our recovery to a standstill, and
raise interest rates for our families. Al-
lowing excessive spending to continue
is not an option.

In 2010, we must draw the line and
put fiscal discipline at the top of our
agenda. This Congress should develop
and execute a plan to start paying
down the debt and ensure sustainable
spending levels for the long term. We
can and should continue smart invest-
ments that create jobs, develop our
critical infrastructure, and help new
industries grow.

But at the same time, we have to
start cutting waste and demanding effi-
ciency. Government programs should
be actively searching for ways to do
more with less. And if they won’t, Con-
gress has to step up and do it for them.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 38
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

——
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MORAN of Virginia) at 2
p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God Almighty, the legacy of the
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.,
lives on in our day.

As we witness the horrible tragedy of
Haiti on television and we become
more attuned to the heartbeat, sym-
pathy, anxieties, and hopes of America,
the House of Representatives might
call to mind the image Dr. King used.
His prophetic call was for people every-
where to transcend race, class, nation,
and religious differences to embrace a
vision of a ‘““World House.”

Here and now, let us do our part to
embrace his image and work to fulfill
his dream for a universal dwelling on
Earth as it is in heaven. Lord, we want
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a place for every person in our society
where all have equal justice.

We pray for a home where conflicts
may be resolved in a spirit of love and
forgiveness, without violence, and
wounds can be healed.

Lord, let Dr. King’s vision and prom-
ise for the future resonate in every
human heart until it becomes a way of
living, living up to Your design for us.

This we pray now and forever. Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. BORDALLO led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

HEALTH CARE REDUX

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, as the
health care negotiations have droned
on for months behind closed doors led
by REID and PELOSI without the par-
ticipation of the American people, Re-
publicans and even many Democrats,
what do we have to show for it?

We have the Louisiana Purchase, the
Corn Husker Kickback, backroom deals
with special interests, protection of the
trial lawyers, and, finally, an embar-
rassing deal with the unions that al-
lows them to be exempt from a 40 per-
cent excise tax on ‘‘Cadillac’’ health
care plans that the rest of the Nation
will be subject to.

To my colleagues:
shame?

What happened to the President’s
promises of open debate on C-SPAN
and inviting Members of Congress to
come to the White House to go over the
health care bill ‘‘line by line’’?

I submit today that we scrap the
flawed documents under consideration
and immediately begin a bipartisan
discussion on how to truly reform
health care in this country in a way
that does not involve higher taxes,
higher costs to policyholders, and even
more governmental interference in our
daily lives.

Have you no

——
GOVERNOR CHRISTINE TODD
WHITMAN HIGHLIGHTS THE
PROBLEM WITH BACKROOM

HEALTH CARE NEGOTIATIONS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Con-
gress and this administration continue
pushing a job-killing health care take-
over. Brokered in back rooms, the bill
includes $518 billion in new job-Killing
taxes that will hurt small businesses,
and squeezing Medicare threatens sen-
ior citizens.

Backroom deals in Washington is pol-
itics at its worst, and it is high time
that the American people were given a
seat at the negotiations table.

The President promised the Amer-
ican people eight different times health
care would be public. C-SPAN has of-
fered to broadcast the negotiations. In
Politico, former New Jersey Governor
Christine Todd Whitman highlights
Speaker PELOSI’s brushoff of the re-
quest, saying that the President stood
for a number of things while on the
campaign trail.

I encourage the Speaker to encourage
the President to keep his promise of
open discussions by letting C-SPAN
show the American people what is
going on behind closed doors. We need
change in Washington.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

AMERICANS SEE MEDIA AS
BIASED, LIBERAL, TOO POWERFUL

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Americans see the media as biased, lib-
eral, and too powerful, according to a
new Rasmussen survey.

Just two in ten Americans say re-
porters try to offer unbiased coverage
of political campaigns. More than
seven in ten say reporters try to help
the candidate they want to win.

Furthermore, a majority of voters
believe, ‘““The average reporter is more
liberal than they are.” And two-thirds
think the media have too much power
and influence over government deci-
sions.

This is the fourth public opinion poll
in the last few months that has found
that Americans don’t trust the media.
If the national media want to restore
Americans’ confidence, they should re-
port the facts and not tell people what
to think.

———
PUT GOVERNMENT IN ITS PLACE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ac-
cording to the 10th Amendment, any
power not specifically granted to the
Federal Government is reserved to the
people and to the States.

Those that demand government take
over health care have yet to provide a
constitutional example for such gov-
ernment oppression. Further, it doesn’t
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