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killed by security officials in plain
sight of commanding officers; and
prominent opposition leaders were
beaten and arrested while demonstra-
tors and opposing party members were
detained without any formal charge.

Almost immediately, the United
States, the European Union, and the
Economic Community of West African
States imposed targeted sanctions
against the junta and called for the re-
turn of a civilian government. The
junta then reportedly starting import-
ing millions of dollars of weapons and
recruiting ethnic militias. This
prompted analysts to warn that Guinea
had become a tinderbox that could
blow at any time, potentially taking
neighboring Liberia and Sierra Leone
with it.

On December 3, 2009, junta leader
Dadis was shot in the head by an aide
and was flown to Morocco, where he re-
mained for nearly 6 weeks. In his ab-
sence, the acting junta leader an-
nounced that a transitional govern-
ment would be formed and that the op-
position had been invited to select a
prime minister. Despite a political
agreement between the junta and the
opposition being signed this past week-
end, the situation in Guinea remains
extremely fragile. Details about the
formation of a transitional government
and eventual return to civilian rule re-
main unclear. The mere suggestion
that Dadis would return to Guinea last
week prompted the acting junta leader
to threaten his resignation. The junta
leadership and the military remain
deeply divided. Ethnic militias remain
well-armed.

The deterioration of security in
Guinea threatens to undermine our
massive investment in peace in Libe-
ria, Sierra Leone, and the Ivory Coast.
More importantly, a collapse of Guinea
would create yet another pocket of op-
portunity for extremists and narcotraf-
fickers who already exploit West Afri-
ca’s weak institutions and vast
ungoverned areas. To begin to address
these issues, the ranking member,
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN from Florida,
has introduced H. Res. 1013. And this is
what it does: It expresses grave con-
cern over the deterioration of security
and the rule of law in Guinea. It calls
on China to cancel its $7 billion in min-
erals and infrastructure deal with
Guinea. It urges member states of the
United Nations to join the United
States, the African Union, the Eco-
nomic Community of West African
States, and the European Union, in im-
posing sanctions against the ruling
junta in Guinea until constitutional
order is restored. It supports regional
efforts to resolve the conflict. It calls
on members of the ruling junta to up-
hold their pledges to organize free and
fair and transparent elections to re-
store civilian rule in Guinea. And it ex-
presses solidarity with the people of
Guinea during this time of extreme un-
certainty in their lives.

I want to thank the chairman of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee, Mr.
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BERMAN, for supporting this measure
and enabling it to come to the floor
today. I urge all of my colleagues to
support this bipartisan,
uncontroversial, and timely resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GARAMENDI). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. LEE) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 1013, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

TEAR DOWN THESE WALLS OF
SECRECY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in
the deep, dark dungeons of this Cap-
itol, the government trolls are writing
bills behind closed doors. Their aim has
always been to take away our liberty
one step at a time. It’s what bureau-
crats do. They look for ways to grow
and take over more of our lives to jus-
tify their existence. So these elite gov-
ernment trolls think they know better
how to run our lives than we do, and
they keep their bills in secret so we,
the people, won’t know what’s in them
until it’s too late, until the legislation
is forced upon an unwilling, mis-
informed people.

It has been decades since freedom and
liberty faced a full frontal assault from
a single piece of legislation, a bill that
is so damaging in scope that by its pas-
sage, American freedom and American
health will be sacrificed on the altar of
more government control. Of course
I'm talking about the universal govern-
ment takeover of health care. This is
the most important piece of legislation
in modern history, and we were prom-
ised—we were promised that we in this
House, we would have transparency.
We would see what is taking place.

The administration promised us that
transparency. In fact, the administra-
tion invited interested parties in
health care to the White House to dis-
cuss health care. Of course, for some
reason I wasn’t on that invitation list
because I'm always willing to discuss
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my position and the position of the
people I represent. We were promised
that cameras would film the trans-
parency, cameras like C-SPAN, cam-
eras like the ones here in the House of
Representatives, down the hallway in
the U.S. Senate so the American people
can see what takes place. I believe in
cameras so that the American public
can see what happens in our Republic.

When I was a judge back in Texas, I
was one of the first judges to allow
cameras into the courtroom so the
American people could see what took
place in a criminal trial. I’ve offered
legislation to have cameras in the
United States Supreme Court, in their
hearings, so the most important, most
powerful Court in the United States
and in the world, the people can see
what takes place over there. Of course,
that legislation hasn’t gone anywhere.

And C-SPAN, what do they do? Well,
they’re not a news organization in the
sense that they have commentators.
They just film what takes place, and
the American public decides. C-SPAN
wants to film what is taking place
somewhere in the dungeons of this Cap-
itol where the trolls are writing yet an-
other health care bill.

You know, Mr. Speaker, health care
is more than about just government
control of health care. It’s about gov-
ernment control of our lives. It’s more
about government raising taxes, more
government spending, more borrowing
from the Chinese and from the Japa-
nese and more oppression. A govern-
ment takeover of health care is
unhealthy, and it’s not going to make
the American health better. It’s going
to make the individual health of the
American people actually worse, given
that the government control over
health and health care is not compat-
ible with liberty.

Mr. Speaker, if we love the com-
petence of FEMA and the efficiency of
the post office and the compassion of
the IRS, we’re going to love national-
ized health care. Allowing our rulers to
construct these bills in secret is ex-
actly how they will bring about these
liberty-killing laws.

Patrick Henry, one of my heroes,
said, ‘‘“The liberties of a people never
were, nor ever will be secure when the
transactions of their rulers may be
concealed from them. Let me repeat
that: ““The liberties of a people never
were, nor ever will be secure when the
transactions of their rulers may be
concealed from them.” And that’s ex-
actly what’s taking place in this third
health care bill that is supposedly
being written by Members of the Sen-
ate and Members of the House some-
where in this Capitol.

When rulers plot against the people
in secret, it makes it hard for the peo-
ple to fight back because they really
don’t know what’s going on. But, Mr.
Speaker, the people are fighting back.
They are fighting back with ballots
and not bullets. That was proven yes-
terday in Massachusetts. The way
things are running in Washington,
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