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has proven to be an exceptional mem-
ber of the AKRR family. One of his
greatest accomplishments was the piv-
otal role he performed in assisting with
the transference of the AKRR from
Federal to State ownership. This great-
ly assisted in the development of the
AKRR into an award winning, world
class, State-owned corporation. His
work has helped the AKRR safely oper-
ate and successfully contribute to the
economic development of Alaska.

During his time with the AKRR, Mr.
Blasingame was a mentor to his fellow
railroaders and his leadership abilities
resonated through the depots and rail
yards. Outside work, Mr. Blasingame is
a dedicated member of his community.
He volunteers his time on behalf of sev-
eral nonprofit organizations and in var-
ious civic board memberships.

The Alaska Railroad is a truly
unique element of Alaska. For many
Alaskans, the AKRR signifies a great
source of pride. Running from Seward
north to Fairbanks, the Alaska Rail-
road offers some of the most majestic
views in America. Without Mr.
Blasingame’s commitment and enthu-
siasm towards developing the AKRR,
this landmark of Alaskan culture
would not be so today.

On behalf of Alaskans, I thank Mr.
Blasingame for his many years of dedi-
cation and service to Alaska. Mr.
President, I congratulate Mr.
Blasingame and wish him the best of
luck in retirement.e

——————

TRIBUTE TO BARRY W. JACKSON

e Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, on the
occasion of his 80th birthday, January
27, I recognize the life achievements of
a resident of Fairbanks, AK, Mr. Barry
W. Jackson.

As a young man, Mr. Jackson served
in the Marine Corps during World War
II and later retired as major. While
still working on his law degree from
Stanford University in 1957, he trav-
elled to Alaska and obtained a clerk-
ship with a territorial judge.

After being admitted to the Alaska
bar in 1959, he was hired as the city at-
torney for Fairbanks and later opened
his own practice, concentrating on es-
tate planning, personal injury, bank-
ruptcy, family and real estate law.

Mr. Jackson also used his legal tal-
ents in the Alaska State Legislature.
He served in the State house of rep-
resentatives in the Fourth and Sixth
State legislatures from 1965 to 1966 and
1968 to 1970 respectively, where he was
a colleague of my late father, then
State Senator Nick Begich. He served
on the prestigious House Finance Com-
mittee and later in a leadership posi-
tion as chairman of the House Judici-
ary Committee.

Mr. Jackson also served the Alaska
Democratic Party as a convention
chair and later, was chair of the Inte-
rior Democrats. Last October, I was
privileged to attend a banquet in Fair-
banks where the Interior Democrats
honored Mr. Jackson for his many con-
tributions to Alaska.
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Perhaps his most significant career
accomplishment was his work with
Alaska tribes. Much of his legal career
has been spent on Alaska Native social
and justice causes.

In 1967, he was legal counsel to the
State-sponsored Alaska Land Claims
Task Force. Among task force’s finding
was a recommendation that legislation
be introduced in Congress that would
convey land to Native villages, pay a
monetary settlement, form corpora-
tions organized by villages and regions
and form a statewide corporation. Sub-
sequently, a bill was introduced in 1968
by Alaska Senator HErnest Gruening
and Mr. Jackson testified before con-
gressional committee hearings
throughout the year.

In the time leading to the passage of
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act, ANCSA, in 1971, funding for attor-
neys grew short. Recognizing the mon-
umental importance of the matter, Mr.
Jackson took upon himself to work pro
bono at great personal hardship to
himself and his family. This deed typi-
fies Barry’s degree of dedication to a
worthy cause.

Many have judged the ideas in the
1968 bill to be the foundation for
ANCSA. In the book ‘“‘Take My Land,
Take My Life”’ published in 2001, Mr.
Jackson was credited as being the first
person who considered the concept of
corporations for Alaska Native tribes.

Mr. Jackson is a tireless worker who
still engages in his part-time private
law practice. I wish Mr. Jackson a
happy birthday, thank him for his mili-
tary and legislative service and ap-
plaud him as one of the quiet, selfless
contributors to the settlement of Alas-
ka Native land claims.e®

————
TRIBUTE TO RAYMAN DODSON

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I speak
today in tribute to one of the citizens
of my own hometown of Detroit, one of
the thousands of decent, hard-working,
community-minded Detroiters who
make me so proud to call the city my
home.

You will not find Rayman Dodson in
the history books or the newspapers.
But for the last 80 years, since he grad-
uated from Northwestern High School,
you would have found him doing what
so many other Detroiters have done:
working hard, and doing his part,
building the lives that make up our
city.

As an employee of Ford, Chrysler,
the city’s street railway, and in the
homes of several of Detroit’s most
prominent citizens, Rayman earned a
living sufficient for him and his be-
loved wife Margaret to buy a home on
the city’s east—side a place for Mar-
garet to display her crystal collection.
For decades, he has contributed to
Mayflower Congregational Church of
Christ.

Several years ago, Rayman lost his
sight but not his interest in the world
around him or his ability to delight his
friends. Many of those friends are pre-
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paring to help him celebrate his 100th
birthday. I wish him well on that day,
and congratulate him on a century well
lived.e

———

RECOGNIZING APPLIED THERMAL
SCIENCES

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, as our
country seeks a sustained recovery, we
will be looking to innovative small
businesses to jumpstart the Nation’s
economy. My home State of Maine is
home to hundreds of such firms that
display the stellar ingenuity and cre-
ativity of the American people. Today
I recognize one of these businesses, Ap-
plied Thermal Sciences of Sanford,
which has been at the cutting edge of
engineering for over two decades.

Founded as a sole-proprietorship in
1989, Applied Thermal Sciences, or
ATS, is rooted in the promotion of
thermal, structural and fluid sciences.
Specifically, ATS, which was later in-
corporated in 1998, focuses on the re-
search and development of fuel-effi-
cient engines and propulsion systems.
The company’s high-skilled and dili-
gent employees regularly work on a
number of contracts for both govern-
ment and industry, and their solutions
are often recognized as
groundbreaking. They fabricate proto-
types in-house for testing, using com-
puter modeling and simulations to en-
sure that these archetypes are of the
highest quality.

The research facilities at ATS house
critical engineering workstations,
high-tech supercomputers, various ana-
lytical tools, and significant experi-
mental lab space. Additionally, the
fabrication facilities include a machine
shop and laser welding equipment, giv-
ing them a leg up when competing for
contracts and customers.

ATS employs a unique system that
combines laser welding with a gas-
metal arc weld, thereby enabling cus-
tomers to manufacture products with
improved metallurgical properties at
higher speeds and with greater reli-
ability and repeatability than typi-
cally possible. Utilizing this distinctive
method, ATS is able to provide its cli-
ents the most advanced and state-of-
the-art technology available. Indeed,
because of this exceptional technology,
ATS recently won a major multi-year
award from Bath Iron Works to
produce hybrid laser welded panels for
the Navy’s DDG 1000 destroyer, and
later earned the 2008 Department of De-
fense Manufacturing Technology
Achievement Award.

One of ATS’s most impressive proto-
types is the high-performance toroidal
engine concept, or HiPerTEC, engine.
This inventive technology, which is
hundreds of pounds lighter than a tra-
ditional engine of similar power, pro-
vides an unprecedented power-to-
weight ratio in an internal combustion
engine. Additionally, HiPerTEC’s com-
bustion processes are extraordinarily
fuel efficient, a crucial concern for
ATS’s numerous clients. Another of
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