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consideration of S.J. Res. 25 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 25) granting
the consent and approval of Congress to
amendments made by the State of Maryland,
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia to the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Regulation Compact.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the committee is discharged.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the joint reso-
lution be read a third time and passed,
the preamble be agreed to, the motions
to reconsider be laid upon the table,
with no intervening action or debate,
and that any statements related to the
measure be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 25)
was ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed.

The preamble was agreed to.

The joint resolution, with its pre-
amble, reads as follows:

S.J. RES. 25

Whereas the State of Maryland, the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, and the District of
Columbia entered into the Washington Met-
ropolitan Area Transit Regulation Compact
in 1960 with the consent of Congress in Pub-
lic Law No. 86-794, 74 Stat. 1031;

Whereas the State of Maryland, the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, and the District of
Columbia amended titles I and II of the Com-
pact in 1962 and 1990 with the consent of Con-
gress in Public Law No. 87-767, 76 Stat. 764,
and Public Law No. 101-505, 104 Stat. 1300, re-
spectively;

Whereas legislation enacted by the State
of Maryland (2008 Md. Laws c. 32 and 2009 Md.
Laws c¢. 76) the Commonwealth of Virginia
(2007 Va. Acts c. 378 and 2009 Va. Acts c. 540)
and the District of Columbia (D.C. Act 17—
622) contain amendments to article III of
title I of the Compact regarding appoint-
ment of members to the Washington Metro-
politan Area Transit Commission; and

Whereas the consent of Congress is re-
quired in order to implement such amend-
ments: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CONSENT OF CONGRESS TO COM-
PACT AMENDMENTS.

(a) CONSENT.—Consent of Congress is given
to the amendments of the State of Maryland,
the amendments of the Commonwealth of
Virginia, and the amendments of the District
of Columbia to article III of title I of the
Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Reg-
ulation Compact.

(b) AMENDMENTS.—The amendments re-
ferred to in subsection (a) are substantially
as follows:

(1) Section 1(a) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘‘(a) The Commission shall be composed of
3 members, 1 member appointed by the Gov-
ernor of Virginia from the Department of
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Motor Vehicles of the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, 1 member appointed by the Governor
of Maryland from the Maryland Public Serv-
ice Commission, and 1 member appointed by
the Mayor of the District of Columbia from
a District of Columbia agency with oversight
of matters relating to the Commission.”’.

(2) Section 1 is amended by inserting at the
end the following:

‘“(d) An amendment to section 1(a) of this
article shall not affect any member in office
on the amendment’s effective date.”.

SEC. 2. RIGHT TO ALTER, AMEND, OR REPEAL.

The right to alter, amend, or repeal this
Act is expressly reserved.

SEC. 3. CONSTRUCTION AND SEVERABILITY.

It is intended that the provisions of this
compact shall be reasonably and liberally
construed to effectuate the purposes thereof.
If any part or application of this compact, or
legislation enabling the compact, is held in-
valid, the remainder of the compact or its
application to other situations or persons
shall not be affected.

SEC. 4. INCONSISTENCY OF LANGUAGE.

The validity of these amendments to the
compact shall not be affected by any insub-
stantial differences in its form or language
as adopted by the State of Maryland, Com-
monwealth of Virginia and District of Co-
lumbia.

SEC. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date of

enactment of this Act.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ENACTMENT OF
THE VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT OF
1984

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 391 which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 391) recognizing the
26th anniversary of the enactment of the
Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10601
et seq.) and the substantial contributions to
the Crime Victims Fund made through the
criminal prosecutions conducted by United
States Attorneys’ offices and other compo-
nents of the Department of Justice.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 391

Whereas the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
had its 25th anniversary in 2009;

Whereas for 25 years, the Victims of Crime
Act of 1984 has provided funds to States for
victim assistance and compensation pro-
grams to support victims of crime and those
affected by violent crimes;

Whereas the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
enables approximately 4,400 community-
based public and private programs to offer
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services to victims of crime, including crisis
intervention, counseling, guidance, legal ad-
vocacy, and transportation shelters;

Whereas the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
provides assistance and monetary support to
over 4,000,000 victims of crime each year;

Whereas the Crime Victims Fund estab-
lished under the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
provides direct services to victims of sexual
assault, domestic violence, child abuse, sur-
vivors of homicide victims, elderly victims
of abuse or neglect, victims of drunk drivers,
and other such crimes;

Whereas in 2008, with financial support
from the Victims of Crime Act of 1984, State
crime victim compensation programs paid a
total of $432,000,000 to 151,643 victims of vio-
lent crime;

Whereas since the establishment of the
Crime Victims Fund in 1984, non-taxpayer of-
fender-generated funds deposited into the
Crime Victims Fund have been used to pro-
vide almost $7,500,000,000 to State crime vic-
tim assistance programs and State crime
victim compensation programs;

Whereas the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
also supports services to victims of Federal
crimes, by providing funds for victims and
witness coordinators in United States Attor-
neys’ offices, Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion victim-assistance specialists, and the
Federal Victim Notification System; and

Whereas the Victims of Crime Act of 1984
also supports important improvements in
the victim services field through grants for
training and technical assistance and evi-
dence-based demonstration projects: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes—

(1) the 25th anniversary of the enactment
of the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C.
10601 et seq.); and

(2) the substantial contributions to the
Crime Victims Fund made through the
criminal prosecutions conducted by United
States Attorneys’ offices and other compo-
nents of the Department of Justice.

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE ON THE HUMANITARIAN
CATASTROPHE CAUSED BY THE
JANUARY 12, 2010, EARTHQUAKE
IN HAITI

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 392 submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 392) expressing the
sense of the Senate on the humanitarian ca-
tastrophe caused by the January 12, 2010
earthquake in Haiti.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tions or debate, and that any state-
ments related to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
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