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and resources. NCSL provides these re-
sources, producing numerous publications,
conducting research, and assisting lawmakers
in crafting legislation.

Prior to joining NCSL in 1975, Carl
Tubbesing taught Government and Public Af-
fairs at Southern lllinois University in
Edwardsville. After joining NCSL shortly after
the organization’s inception, he worked in the
Denver office as Assistant Director of State
Services working to meet the needs of state
legislatures and their staffs nationwide. From
there, he advanced to Director of State Fed-
eral relations where he was instrumental in the
passage of the Child Care Development Block
Grant, providing federal funding to states to
assist low income families with child care bur-
dens. Carl was also a valuable partner as
NCSL strove to enact the Unfunded Mandates
Reform Act of 1995 (UMRA). This legislation
aimed to curb the practice of imposing un-
funded mandates on state and local govern-
ments.

In 2000, as | assumed the role of NCSL
President, Carl Tubbesing was instrumental in
the adoption of the Farm Bill, including a
major expansion of the Food Stamp program
and a restoration of food stamp benefits to
legal immigrants. Over the past ten years he
has continued his admirable work on behalf of
state legislatures, including providing tem-
porary fiscal relief to states and territories in
2003, and more recently providing technical
assistance to states as they implemented pro-
visions under the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act (ARRA).

Carl Tubbesing has always been an incred-
ible leader, and a valuable resource to myself
and other lawmakers and we are sad to say
goodbye. He is a man of outstanding char-
acter and we will remain grateful for his un-
wavering dedication and exceptional insight.

| want to personally wish Carl continued
success and my best wishes upon his retire-
ment.

——————
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Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, as a
member of the Native American Caucus, | rise
today in strong support of H.R. 725, the Indian
Arts and Crafts Amendments Act of 2009,
which will safeguard an industry critical to the
Native American economy and small busi-
nesses.

First, 1 would like to acknowledge Speaker
PELOSI, Majority Leader HOYER, and Chairman
RAHALL for their leadership in bringing this im-
portant bill to the floor. | would also like to
thank my colleague Congressman PASTOR,
the author of this legislation, who worked so
hard to help such an underserved community
protect their economic livelihood.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 725, the Indian Arts and
Crafts Amendments Act of 2009 amends the
Indian Arts and Crafts Act of 1990 to authorize
any federal law enforcement officer to conduct
an investigation of an offense involving the
sale of any good that is misrepresented as an
Indian produced good or product. H.R. 725
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authorizes the Indian Arts and Crafts Board to
refer offenses to any federal law enforcement
officer for investigation. In addition, this bill
proposes new penalties for goods offered or
displayed for sale or sold for less than $1,000
at a $25,000 fine, a 1-year imprisonment, or
both.

In California, the State | represent, there are
over one hundred Native American tribes,
many of varying levels of economic success.
Misrepresentation of products is one of the
biggest problems facing the Native American
art industry and market. Not only does the in-
dustry have to compete with the larger market,
but Native Americans must compete with
those who copy and counterfeit their work. In-
come from a single artist is often the sole
source of support for their family, as well as
being a source of strength and pride that rein-
forces cultures and traditions within commu-
nities. Therefore, as a long time friend and
supporter of the Native American community,
| am so pleased to champion a bill such as
H.R. 725, which protects the unique economic
opportunities of this community.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, | support this bill
because it protects an important industry in
the areas and populations that needs assist-
ance. The communities benefiting from H.R.
725 represent some of the most traditionally
disadvantaged, isolated, and underserved
populations in America. | am proud to work
with my colleagues to ensure that Native
Americans receive full protection of their most
viable industry.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting H.R. 725.

———————

CONDEMNING VIOLENT
SUPPRESSION IN GUINEA

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 20, 2010

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today | rise in support of House Resolution
1013. This resolution condemns the violent
suppression of legitimate political dissent and
gross human rights abuses in the Republic of
Guinea. Over the past year the Republic of
Guinea has experienced a complete loss of its
human rights and democratic values that we
cherish so dearly as Americans, and it is im-
portant that we not only condemn some of the
horrific actions of the Guinean government,
but also provide assistance for the reinstitution
of democratically elected leaders and for the
recovery of Guinea and its people. After the
death of long-time President Lansana Conte in
late 2008, Moussa Dadis Camara, a captain in
the Guinean Army illegitimately took over the
Guinean presidency in a bloodless coup.

This action was taken unilaterally by
Camara without prior consultation or petition
from the Guinean people. These undemocratic
actions taken by the military junta and Captain
Camera are shocking and unacceptable.
Shortly after taking power, Captain Camara
declared his intentions of instituting free and
fair democratic elections under outside pres-
sures from the international community. Over
the past several months, however, Captain
Camara has consistently delayed and post-
poned elections.
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The situation intensified last September as
Guinean security forces opened fire on a
group of thousands of peaceful protestors
wounding thousands and killing about 150
people. | condemn in the strongest terms this
atrocious violence taken against peacefully
protesting unarmed civilians.

My heart goes out to the friends, families
and loved ones of the victims in this brutal at-
tack. This cruel and unwarranted attack
against unarmed and peaceful demonstrators
is an attack against humanity as well as the
democratic principles we stand for in the U.S.
| especially condemn the actions taken by cer-
tain members of the security forces and their
commanders who brutally raped, molested
and killed women and children on the streets
of Conakry during the violent confrontation.
These are human rights violations of the worst
kind and | vehemently oppose both the gov-
ernment of Guinea in addition to the troops
and complacent officers who allowed these
actions to take place.

| stand behind the people of Guinea in de-
ploring these unjust and undemocratic actions
and support a full transition of the country’s
leadership through future democratic elections.
Since the beginning of Camara’s illegitimate
presidency over a year ago, the economic, so-
cial and political situation in Guinea has con-
tinually declined until this past December
when a former aide to Camara, Lt. Aboubakar
Diakite, attempted to assassinate the presi-
dent and take over the country. After being
shot in the head by Diakite, President Camara
was evacuated to Senegal for treatment and
then to Morocco for surgery.

The tense and unstable political situation in
Guinea must be reconciled between opposing
forces with a full and complete return to demo-
cratic rule through free and fair elections. We
must also provide the people of Guinea with
the tools and potential for future growth that
would change this troubled nation. The United
States can assist Guinea in returning to good
governance by increasing transparent and ac-
countable trade with Guinea, by providing fur-
ther humanitarian assistance contingent on
government reform in Guinea, and by pro-
viding election monitors to the people of Guin-
ea in future elections.

| also call on the international community as
a whole to conduct their trade and govern-
mental interaction with the Republic of Guinea
in a strategic manner that would take into ac-
count the conditions of the Guinean people
and the disorder within the Guinean govern-
ment. President Camara remains in exile, and
is currently recovering in Ouagadougou,
Burkina Faso after a failed assassination at-
tempt on his life last December. Earlier this
month both the president and the interim
president reached an agreement which would
institute a transitional government and hold
presidential elections within the next six
months. Though Camara and his interim presi-
dent Gen. Sekouba Konate have appealed for
peace and reconciliation and have urged their
countrymen to put aside ethnic differences,
there is still a vital need in the country for in-
creased economic growth, improved standards
of living for all people and a more transparent
and just system of governance.

| urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion. | also ask my colleagues for their contin-
ued support of the Guinean people and ask
for their continued support of a complete re-
turn to democratic rule and respect for human
rights in Guinea.
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