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wife team, along with enthusiastic Chorus
members, and a host of supportive parents
and community members, has touched the
hearts and minds of children across New York
State and other locations where Vitamin L has
been invited to perform.

With its focus on early childhood develop-
ment, Vitamin L encourages children to think
about moral issues in a non-threatening, fun,
and very personal way. By singing the songs,
watching the Vitamin L Chorus act out scenes
of things like the consequences of “jumping to
conclusions” and having opportunities to talk
with Vitamin L Chorus members, young audi-
ences see the importance of valuing positive
character and moral behavior.

Vitamin L’s first published group character-
building songs titled, “Walk a Mile,” won the
nationally recognized Parent’s Choice Gold
Award shortly after its release in 1989. Three
more Vitamin L recordings of character build-
ing songs received similar praise from the Par-
ent's Choice Gold Awards in subsequent
years. The recordings have also received very
positive reviews in numerous national publica-
tions, such as School Library Journal, Booklist,
and Time Magazine.

| thank Jan and Janice Nigro for their un-
wavering commitment to improving their com-
munity and congratulate them on 20 success-
ful years with the Vitamin L Project. Their con-
tributions have touched countless people, and
enriched the lives of my constituents in New
York’s 22nd Congressional District and well
beyond. The world could use more people
who contribute to their county, state, and
country, like Jan and Janice and | am grateful
for the work they have done, what they are
doing today, and their bright future.
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker,
amid regional combat, conflicts, and chal-
lenges, Kazakhstan assumed leadership this
month of the Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), an organiza-
tion of 56 member states with vast potential
for strengthening regional and global coopera-
tion, security, peace, and prosperity.

This is a remarkable historic achievement
for a nation that only 19 years ago gained its
independence from the former Soviet Union. It
is also a recognition of the vision and leader-
ship of Kazakh President Nursultan
Nazarbayev who has charted a course to es-
tablish not only a modem state but an emerg-
ing democracy.

In the early days of its statehood and under
the leadership of President Nazarbayev,
Kazakhstan demonstrated to the international
community its commitment to nuclear disar-
mament and nonproliferation. It voluntarily re-
nounced the world’s fourth largest nuclear and
missile arsenal and shut down the
Semipalatinsk nuclear test site. This decision
has enhanced global security and reduced the
threat of weapons of mass destruction falling
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into the hands of terrorists. Kazakhstan’s ex-
perience qualifies it to lead the OSCE in its ef-
forts to increase regional security.

Meanwhile, Kazakhstan has consistently
demonstrated its commitment to the principles
and values that OSCE member states em-
brace. The nation has achieved significant
progress on democratization, human rights,
and economic liberalization. This is no small
feat for a country in which more than 140 dif-
ferent nationalities and 40 religions are rep-
resented. Yet surprisingly in Kazakhstan,
these people and faiths coexist peaceably be-
cause of a commitment to the shared values
of tolerance, understanding, cooperation, and
unity.

Great steps have been made on the path of
democracy, but many more strides must be
taken before the goal is reached. That is why
Kazakhstan views democracy not as a sprint
but a marathon; its perspective is not for the
short but the long term.

Because Kazakhstan understands the chal-
lenges of democracy-building and the impor-
tance of inter-ethnic and inter-faith dialogue to
avoid or resolve conflict, this perspective and
experience will serve it well in its OSCE lead-
ership role.

Kazakhstan is a leading democratic force in
Central Asia today, a region of growing stra-
tegic importance to the United States, the
OSCE, and the world. Central Asia is where
East and West meet. Increasingly, it is where
much of our focus will and must be now and
in the years ahead. As Chairman of the House
Foreign Affairs subcommittee overseeing this
region, | can state this unequivocally. It is also
the reason my colleague Representative BUCK
MCKEON and | recently established the Con-
gressional Caucus on Central Asia.

Kazakhstan moves and interacts with ease
and confidence in its home region and the sur-
rounding areas that include Afghanistan, Iraq,
Pakistan, and Iran—all areas where it has in-
terests that make dialogue and cooperation
possible but not involvement that precludes it.
Because of this, Kazakhstan can function as
an honest and trusted broker, helping the
United States and other OSCE members. This
can lead to improved East-West dialogue and,
hopefully, to conflict resolution.

For all the strengths, experiences, and per-
spectives that Kazakhstan offers, OSCE mem-
ber states’ choice of this new democracy to
lead the organization showed correct judgment
and foresight in light of the challenges and
threats confronting the world. President
Nazarbayev has matched the OSCE’s judg-
ment and foresight in appointing Secretary of
State—Foreign Minister Kanat Saudabayev to
serve as the OSCE Chairman-in-Office. This
skiled and seasoned diplomat, who once
served as Kazakhstan’s Ambassador to the
United States, will bring to his new post and
the OSCE the needed leadership and focus
on measurable results.

His recent speech in Vienna outlining
Kazakhstan’s priorities during its OSCE chair-
manship reveals a commitment to revitalize
the organization, reestablish its relevance on
key issues, and refocus it to achieve meaning-
ful outcomes. | am encouraged by the vision
he sketched. In a world where new crises
often seemingly intractable, even insoluble—
emerge almost daily, we need an OSCE in-
fused with purpose and energy and committed
to full engagement and results. Knowing the
OSCE Chairman-in-Office as | do, | am con-
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fident that he can and will lead the organiza-
tion to achieve the outcomes that all OSCE
member states desire.

As a major step toward that end, | fully sup-
port the proposal that President Nazarbayev
and OSCE Chairman-in-Office Saudabayev
have put forward—namely, that of holding an
OSCE summit. Not since 1999 has a summit
been held. In my view, such an assembly
would offer many advantages and opportuni-
ties to the United States and other OSCE
member states for advancing the prospects
and priorities of regional and global coopera-
tion, security, peace, and prosperity.

The proposed summit warrants the United
States’ support and is worthy of our best ef-
forts because it is in our national interest. For
this reason, | call on President Obama and
Secretary of State Clinton to help facilitate the
summit through their good offices, and | look
forward to working with Chairman-in-Office
Saudabayev and the leaders of OSCE mem-
ber states in any way | can to help execute
the forward-looking vision that Kazakhstan has
outlined for the Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe.

———
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Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate the Albany Park Community
Center for receiving the League of Women
Voters Award for outstanding leadership in
voter education.

The Center received the award for its dedi-
cated service to increase voter awareness and
civic participation in the Albany Park commu-
nity, a multi-ethnic, working class neighbor-
hood in Chicago. In order to accomplish its
goals, the Center held 25 adult education
classes that focused on voting, placed bulletin
boards with election-related content inside the
Center, assisted voters in locating their polling
places and understanding their local ballots,
registered voters, and participated in the 2008
Mock Election coordinated with the League of
Women Voters of lllinois. The Mock Election
showed how successful their efforts had been
when 318 of the 322 ballots were cast cor-
rectly.

They succeeded in reaching over 300 stu-
dents through their adult education classes
and successfully registered newly-naturalized
citizens and others who had never voted or
who let their registration lapse. Many of the
students had levels of education or English
language skills, and the program catered di-
rectly to their needs.

As part of the “Albany Park Votes!” pro-
gram, members of the Center went above and
beyond their job descriptions, aiding and reg-
istering 58 members of the community, most
of whom went on to vote in the next election.
The program was especially successful in
educating the entire community in the civil
process, as most of the adult students brought
educational materials to their children and en-
couraged them to vote in the Mock Election,
thereby reinforcing the importance of voting
and preparing them for when they become eli-
gible voters. In this way, Albany Park Commu-
nity Center's program will have a long term
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