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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. BALDWIN).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 4, 2010.

I hereby appoint the Honorable TAMMY
BALDWIN to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

—————

PRAYER

The Reverend Andrew Walton, Cap-
itol Hill Presbyterian Church, Wash-
ington, D.C., offered the following
prayer:

In thanks and gratitude we breathe
the life-giving spirit of a new day, a
day filled with creative potential and
possibility.

As on the first day, may this day be
“in the beginning.” May we see the
goodness and abundance of creation.
May we embrace the name given to us,
Human—from the Earth. May we look
into the eternal waters and see in our
own reflections the image of the name
that cannot be named, the eternal liv-
ing presence we call by many names.
May we see both the human and the di-
vine in ourselves and every other per-
son. May we see the eternal presence of
life in all creation.

May the light of the first day be our
guiding vision for every day, particu-
larly within the deliberations and deci-
sions among the minds, spirits, and
imagination of these Chambers, lead-
ing us to see and respect the sacred
dignity and worth of everyone and ev-
erything, everywhere.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

——————

AIG BONUSES

(Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to express my dis-
appointment and dismay with AIG’s
decision to pay $100 million in bonuses
to executives. These are not just any
employees but those from the financial
products division, the same group that
created the flimsy derivatives that
caused such a catastrophe for our econ-
omy in late 2008.

With taxpayer dollars allowing to
keep AIG afloat and ordinary Ameri-
cans facing 10 percent unemployment, I
don’t know who would have thought
this announcement would be well-re-

ceived by the American people. It may
be that these bonuses were legally obli-
gated before the AIG crash, but I'm
sure that all the brainpower that cre-
ated AIG’s complicated financial prod-
ucts can figure out a way, as the Amer-
ican people would, to simply say ‘‘no.”

————

CONGRATULATING THE MIAMI-
DADE COUNTY FIRE RESCUE
URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE
TEAM FOR THEIR EFFORTS IN
HAITI

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. My sincerest
thanks and congratulations to the
Miami-Dade County Fire Rescue Urban
Search and Rescue team for their he-
roic efforts in aiding the relief work in
Haiti. Their courage and dedication to
helping save lives are examples for us
all. Under the leadership of Division
Chief Dave Downey, an 80-man team
was sent to Haiti 1 day after it was rav-
aged by a magnitude 7.0 earthquake.

I would like to commend Miami-Dade
Fire Rescue, under the direction of
Fire Chief Herminio Lorenzo, for their
courageous commitment and dedica-
tion to saving lives in south Florida
and worldwide. As a result of their
work in Haiti, lives have been saved
and many more individuals have been
aided.

Their selfless dedication and sense of
mission are testaments to our Nation’s
highest principle. The team’s experi-
ence in disaster relief efforts during
Hurricane Katrina, in the aftermath of
9/11, and the 1999 earthquake in Tur-
key, as part of the national Urban
Search and Rescue Response System,
were invaluable to their rescue efforts
in Haiti. Congratulations to all.
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