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throughout the world as simply the
“The Bongo King,” Rogelio brought
smiles to all those within earshot with
his rhythmic talents. Mr. Darias passed
away on January 20, 2010, at the age of
93.

Born in Santa Clara, Cuba, Rogelio
first began his storied career as a per-
cussionist in a band with his siblings,
Pedro and Diego, at the tender age of
eight. Their musical group, known as
the ‘“‘Hermanos Darias” quickly gar-
nered the attention of music producers
throughout Cuba, and it was not long
before young Rogelio was swept away
to the big city of Havana, where he
pursued further his musical career. He
soon began working with Havana’s
most well-known musicians, such as
Maestro Ernesto Lecuona and Chiquito
Orefiche, and performing both on the
radio station Cadena Azul Chain and at
the National Theater.

Rogelio’s mastery of the his craft be-
came world famous, and before long he
was traveling to Europe, Asia, and Af-
rica, spreading his ‘‘bongo gospel’” to
people of all races, nationalities, and
creeds. Notwithstanding his world-wide
fame, Mr. Darias continually sought to
better himself as a musician. He spent
several months living in the Africa’s
Belgian Congo, where he studied the
authentic African rhythms created by
the local indigenous population. Years
later he also worked alongside Polyne-
sian musicians in Hawaii, as well as
Japanese musicians in Tokyo. His love
of any and all music, and instatiable
appetite for knowledge undoubtedly
contributed to Mr. Darias’ seemingly
endless musical talents and knowledge.

By the 1960s, the Bongo King had ar-
rived in Las Vegas, one of the world’s
foremost performing arts centers. Dur-
ing his time in Las Vegas, Rogelio es-
tablished himself as one of the most
sought-after musical collaborators in
the industry. His incredible beats were
in high demand by stars such as
Liberace and Charo, with both of whom
he toured. Hollywood also came call-
ing, and as a result Rogelio performed
for both Johnny Carson and Merv Grif-
fin and their respective hit shows.

In spite of his worldwide fame and in-
credible accomplishments, Rogelio
Darias remained a loyal friend and
family member to those who knew him
best. His passing has come as a great
tragedy to all those people who de-
pended on him for a laugh and a smile.
Las Vegas lost a monumental enter-
tainer in the passing of Rogelio Darias.
The Bongo King will be deeply missed
by all of Las Vegas, and countless
music-lovers throughout the world.

BUDGET DEFICITS

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I rec-
ommend to my colleagues a Robert
Robb column, published in the Arizona
Republic, February 3, 2010.

In it, Robb points to the massive
deficits in President Obama’s budget
and argues that the administration has
no grounds on which to pass the blame.
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He explains that the deficits Presi-
dent Obama recommends from 2011 on
are entirely his own, driven by vast
new spending, and that they are far
higher than historical deficits.

Robb writes that, even though Presi-
dent Obama’s budget projects that the
recession will be over by 2011, he pro-
poses that Federal spending continue
at nearly 24 percent of gross domestic
product through 2020, far beyond the
historical average of around 20.5 per-
cent.

He also points out an enormous in-
crease in the debt as a share of GDP:

After the World War II debt was reduced,
accumulated federal debt never exceeded 50
percent of GDP until 2009, when it reached 53
percent. Under Obama’s recommendations it
would grow to 77 percent by 2020.

Robb recommends returning spending
to its historical average as a means of
getting the deficit under control.

I ask unanimous consent to have this
article be printed in the RECORD and
urge my colleagues to consider the
facts and arguments contained in it.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Arizona Republic, Feb. 3, 2010]

OBAMA DEFICITS NOT BUSH’S FAULT
(By Robert Robb, Columnist)

The Obama administration undoubtedly
wants the budget message to be all the good
things it wants to do for the American peo-
ple, except those who make the mistake of
earning too much money.

There’s a second stimulus, rechristened a
jobs program. Health care reform, reposi-
tioned as an attack on the insurance indus-
try’s dirty deeds. New middle-class tax
breaks. More spending on education. Lots
more spending on infrastructure and clean
energy.

The budget is intended to position the
Democratic Party as the friend of the mid-
dle-class. But the message is blotted out by
all the red ink.

Obama likes to depict himself as a deficit
victim. He inherited a huge deficit and a
deep recession. Not his fault.

Certainly the Republicans during the Bush
years were fiscally irresponsible. But within
historical bounds. The deficits in Obama’s
budget are beyond historical bounds and are
his alone.

Even with Bush’s tax cuts, federal reve-
nues in 2007 were at the average as a percent-
age of GDP, 18.5 percent, going back to 1960.
The deficit was just 1.2 percent of GDP, his-
torically on the low side. Accumulated fed-
eral debt was 36 percent of GDP.

Then the recession hit. From 2008 to 2009,
federal spending increased 18 percent. This
was a budget year that straddled the Bush
and Obama presidencies. But the spending
increase was driven by anti-recession meas-
ures, predominately the Bush stimulus and
bailouts.

Obama supported these measures. In fact,
his complaint about the Bush stimulus was
that it was too small.

This raises a question of political ontol-
ogy: If Obama agreed with Bush, is it still
just Bush’s fault?

The Bush tax cuts expire this year. Except
for the legacy costs of the Iraq war, Obama
is free to recommend changing anything
Bush did. The deficits he recommends from
2011 on are purely his own.

And they are massive, and driven by spend-
ing.
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Obama purposes that the federal govern-
ment spend over 25 percent of GDP in 2011,
compared to a historical average of around
20.5 percent. He justifies this as necessary to
continue to fight the recession.

Obama, however, projects that the reces-
sion will be fully over in 2011 and robust
growth under way. Yet he proposes that fed-
eral spending continue to be nearly 24 per-
cent of GDP through 2020.

In other words, rather than wind down the
additional recession spending after recovery,
Obama is proposing that it simply become a
new, higher base.

After the World War II debt was reduced,
accumulated federal debt never exceeded 50
percent of GDP until 2009, when it reached 53
percent. Under Obama’s recommendations it
would grow to 77 percent by 2020.

If Obama were to recommend a path to re-
turn spending to its historical share of eco-
nomic output, in 2020 the deficit would be
just $255 billion, about what the federal gov-
ernment spends each year on large capital
projects, and just 1 percent of GDP. In other
words, not a problem. And federal spending
would have still increased by more than 4
percent a year since 2008.

Instead, Obama recommends a 2020 deficit
of over $1 trillion and a troubling 4.2 percent
of GDP.

Rather than recommend deficit reducing
measures himself, Obama wants to turn the
job over to a bipartisan commission. Repub-
licans suspect a rat, an attempt to get them
to support even larger tax increases than
Obama is already proposing.

They are right. Under Obama’s budget, rev-
enues are already projected to be 19.6 percent
of GDP, much higher than the historical av-
erage. Yet he still proposes trillion dollar
deficits.

The problem is spending. Obama wants to
do too much of it.

———

FREE GUN LOCKS

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I would
like to take this opportunity to com-
mend the Wayne County Sheriff’s Of-
fice on its newly announced initiative
to provide gun trigger locks free of
charge to firearm owners in the Metro
Detroit area. Partnering with local re-
ligious leaders and Project Child Safe,
an organization that provides gun
locks to law enforcement agencies, the
Sheriff’s Office seeks to reduce the
number of firearm-related accidents
that occur in the home.

Every year, far too many children
get access to guns in homes across the
United States, often with fatal con-
sequences. According to the Centers for
Disease Control, in 2006, 154 children
and teens died as a result of uninten-
tional shootings, and in 2008, 3,997 chil-
dren and teens were injured by a fire-
arm unintentionally. It is imperative
that gun owners across the country
safely store their weapons out of the
reach of children to prevent these trag-
ic accidents. Safe storage includes
keeping guns unloaded, using trigger
locks, storing guns in a locked, safe
place away from children, and storing
ammunition in a separate, locked
place.

Providing gun owners with trigger
locks and educating them on gun safe-
ty and storage has become even more
important with the recent increase in
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