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should strengthen its role in rail transit safety
oversight. Currently, there are no nationwide
mandatory minimum standards for rail transit
safety. Unlike the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and the Federal Railroad Administration,
the Federal Transit Administration does not
have the authority to directly regulate public
transit systems. Instead, FTA oversees a
State Safety Oversight (SSO) program which
puts the safety oversight and enforcement re-
sponsibility for rail transit systems on States
rather than the Federal Government. However,
the legal authorities of the various state over-
sight agencies are limited and vary widely
from State to State. According to a Govern-
ment Accountability Office (GAO) report in
2006, some States employ as few as 0.1 or
0.2 full-time equivalent positions dedicated to
the safety of rail transit systems they are re-
quired to oversee. GAO also found that many
SSOs lack sufficient financial resources and
independence from the transit systems under
their purview. The relationship between the
Federal Government and States is a partner-
ship, and a culture of safety must permeate
this relationship, including at the Federal level.
As in all partnerships, when one partner does
not do his or her job well, the other must step
in to help achieve their shared goals.

| commend the Obama administration for
acknowledging the shortfalls of the current
state-based safety system and | believe that
the Department’'s proposal represents much
needed improvements. It will assure that each
State has an adequate number of fully-trained
staff, that it has sufficient authority granted by
the state legislature and governor, that it can
compel compliance by the transit agencies,
and that the state oversight entity has financial
independence from the transit systems it over-
sees. | think those are reasonable propo-
sitions. Safety is our number one responsibility
in transportation.

| would also like to applaud Secretary Ray
LaHood for his leadership on this critical safe-
ty issue, and for directing DOT to take inter-
modal initiatives to enhance transit safety.
This is a nonpartisan issue—protecting human
life from injury or death. | appreciate the Sec-
retary’s decision to create a new, internal
safety council designed to enhance the culture
of safety at the Department. At a very basic
level, we need to ensure that passengers feel
completely safe as they board rail transit sys-
tems, as ensuring safety is a key component
of creating livable communities, which is a
goal that both Secretary LaHood and | share.

| look forward to working with the Depart-
ment of Transportation on this proposal during
consideration of the comprehensive, long-term
surface transportation authorization bill. Im-
proving transportation safety across all modes
is a core principle of the “Surface Transpor-
tation Authorization Act”, and | look forward to
working with the Administration to further
strengthen its transit safety provisions.

HONORING DR. RUTH SIMMONS
HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 22, 2010
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.

Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize Dr.
Ruth Simmons who is President of Brown Uni-
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versity and is the first African American to
head an lvy League institution.

Dr. Simmons began her life as the youngest
of 12 children to a sharecropper in Grapeland,
Texas. She spent her formative years in seg-
regated Houston, and went on to complete a
bachelor's degree on a scholarship from Dil-
lard University in New Orleans. She completed
her education with a master's degree and a
doctorate in Romance literature from Harvard
University.

Today, Dr. Simmons is regarded as one of
the most notable people in academia and aca-
demic administration. Through the years, she
has served as Dean at Princeton University
and President of Smith College where she
was responsible for starting the institution’s
engineering program. In 2001, she became
President of Brown University, and there she
has completed a $1.4 billion initiative to en-
hance Brown’s academic program entitled
Boldly Brown: The Campaign for Academic
Enrichment.

Dr. Simmons recently visited Dallas where
the city’s Brown University Club hosted her at
a reception. Additionally, she attended a
luncheon at St. Phillips School and Commu-
nity Center, an institution dedicated to enhanc-
ing the lives of children and families with low
and moderate income. We were very privi-
leged to have Dr. Simmons visit our city, and
| know that her personality and character will
be an inspiration to the countless people that
were privileged to meet her.

Madam Speaker, | encourage my fellow col-
leagues to join me in recognizing and hon-
oring Dr. Ruth Simmons for her countless
achievements and dedication to higher edu-
cation. Additionally, | would like to personally
thank her for visiting Dallas and inspiring peo-
ple across our community to achieve their
goals.

—————

SHAKEN BABY SYNDROME
VICTIMS

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, | would like
to insert the following list of Shaken Baby Syn-
drome victims:

Cynthia Gibbs from New York,
Tanner Jurisch from South Dakota,
Cheyanne Huffines from Georgia,
Macie McCarty from Minnesota,
Jake Belisle from Maine,
Benjamin Zentz from Michigan,
Chole Salazar from New Mexico,
Madison Musser from Oklahoma,
Daniel Carbajal from Texas,
Nykkole Becker from Minnesota,
Gianna D’Alessio from Rhode Island,
Brynn Ackley from Washington,
Rachael Kang from Texas,

John Sprague from Maryland,
Ryan Sanders from Virginia,
Reagan Johnson from Virginia,
Brittney Sheets from New York,
Dalton Fish from Indiana,
Nicolette Klinker from Colorado,
Brianna Moore from West Virginia,
Shania Maria from Massachusetts,
Dayton Jones from Pennsylvania,
Breanna Sherer from California,
Evelyn Biondo from New York,
Kenneth Hardy from Pennsylvania,
Alexis Vazquez from Florida,
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Joshua True from Washington,

Stephen David from California,

Michael Blair from Arkansas,

Olivia Thomas from Ohio,

Kaleb Schwade from Florida,

Aiden Jenkins from Pennsylvania,

Isabella Clark from Pennsylvania,

Aaron Cherry from Texas,

Skipper Lithco from New York,

Madilyne Wentz from Missouri,

Chelsea Forant from Massachusetts,

David Sedlet from California,

Joshua Cross from Ohio,

Taylor Rogers from Illinois,

Kaden Isings from Washington,

Hannah Juceam from California,

Sarah Donohue from New York,

Gavin Calloway from Maryland,

Kierra Harrison from Nevada,

Christopher Daughtrey from North Caro-
lina,

Miranda Raymond from Pennsylvania,

Dominic Morelock from Ohio,

Emmy Cole from Maine,

McKynzee Goin from Oregon,

Bryce McCormick from Florida,

Dawson Rath from Pennsylvania,

Joseph Wells from Texas,

Stephen Siegfried from Texas,

Margaret Dittman from Texas,

Jamison Carmichael from Florida,

Bennett Sandwell from Missouri,

Amber Stone from New York,

Cassandra Castens from Arizona,

Gabriela Poole from Florida.

On behalf of these victims and many other
innocent lives lost or damaged, | look forward
to working with my colleagues to see that leg-
islation becomes law so that we can expand

efforts to eradicate Shaken Baby Syndrome.

————

HONORING MOLLY SABOLSKY, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE HARRY F.
BYRD, JR. LEADERSHIP AWARD

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, February 22, 2010

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise to recognize Molly Sabolsky, a senior
from W.T. Woodson High School in Fairfax,
Va., for receiving a 2010 Harry F. Byrd Jr.
Leadership Award. Senator Byrd developed
the award to recognize and reward students
that are strong academically and demonstrate
leadership qualities. A $10,000 scholarship is
awarded to one student from each congres-
sional district in Virginia.

Each high school in Virginia is able to nomi-
nate one student to compete for the award.
Students are nominated based upon their ex-
cellence in academics, leadership, good citi-
zenship, and character. Molly Sabolsky em-
bodies the reward through her academic
achievement in the classroom and her leader-
ship on the volleyball team.

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
join me in honoring Molly Sabolsky for being
recognized by the Harry F. Byrd, Jr. Leader-
ship for her academic success and leadership
qualities.

———

HOUSTON LEADS NATION IN
ENERGY STAR QUALIFIED HOMES

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, February 22, 2010

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, re-
cently our Environmental Protection Agency
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