H636

did in the health care bill here in the
House, and not intrude into so many
areas, including the requirement, a
shall, one of the many shalls it re-
quired was a study by the Secretary of
Health and Human Services with the
Secretary of Labor shall conduct a
study of businesses.

And it goes through a list of different
things they are supposed to look for,
the kind of benefits the employees get.
And one of them is whether or not par-
ticular companies are making deci-
sions that will allow them to remain
solvent. It is government at an intru-
sion like never seen before in this

country.
Mr. CARTER. Thank you, Mr.
GOHMERT. Reclaiming my time, Mr.

KiNG, I think we have about 3 minutes.
Do you want to be heard very briefly?

Mr. KING of Iowa. I thank the judge
from Texas, and 1 appreciate the
chance to address you, Mr. Speaker,
here on the floor of the House.

I tell you, I am full of amazement
that the President of the United States
can make a proposal that he wants to
come out here and negotiate on health
care, and yet he doesn’t want to nego-
tiate on health care. He insists on
bringing forward one or another of the
bills that passed the House or the Sen-
ate, but he apparently doesn’t have a
bill yet. Bill Clinton had a bill. Hillary
Clinton actually had a bill. This Presi-
dent actually doesn’t have a bill. He
has a position.

We asked him if he was going to keep
his word and present his legislation at
least 72 hours before it would be voted
on. It is quite interesting that the
platitudes that the President has re-
leased in bullet points this morning at
10 o’clock happens to be 72 hours pre-
cisely until such time as the meeting
starts at the Blair House on Thursday
at 10 o’clock in the morning. So there
is 72 hours to digest some platitudes,
but all the while that is going on, and
you have spoken of it very well, then
the secret meetings have been taking
place in the White House and wherever.
This is something that is clearly being
done behind closed doors, in formerly
smoke-filled rooms, with guards on the
outside, albeit there for the security of
the people inside the room. We don’t
know what went on in there.

But the President is not coming to
the table looking to negotiate. The
President is coming to the table look-
ing to put the reconciliation gun to our
head, cock the hammer and say, you
can say ‘‘yes” on Thursday or we are
going to pull the trigger on reconcili-
ation. That is the nuclear option. That
is the thing that was intolerable when
Republicans discussed it, and I would
like to think it is going to end up being
intolerable to the American people. 1
thank the gentleman.

Mr. CARTER. That is a great sum-
mary. And that is exactly what the
American people need to be looking
for. They need to be looking for those
words, reconciliation, because the
truth is the real loaded gun that is
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going to be held to the heads of those
who go to negotiate is reconciliation,
which will mean we are not interested
in Republican input, and we are going
to bypass it.

———
RESTORE FISCAL DISCIPLINE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SCHAUER). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. BROUN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Thank you,
Mr. Speaker.

They say that talk is cheap, but for
hardworking Americans, the Presi-
dent’s talk is very expensive. President
Obama has spent the past year making
speech after speech about the need for
Washington to restore fiscal discipline.
But what he says isn’t what he does.

During the campaign, Obama prom-
ised he would go through the budget
line by line to reduce spending. But it
seems as though a few lines is all that
he has cut. The President began his
campaign last spring when he rushed to
the microphone to announce his order
to his cabinet to reduce spending by
$100 million. Then he went to the po-
dium to tout more fiscal restraint by
announcing a spending freeze. But we
quickly learned that it affects less
than 20 percent of the budget.

Recent press reports reveal he cut $1
million in funding for an Olympic
scholarship program, and another $2
million subsidy for cotton and peanuts.
If the President is serious about fiscal
discipline, he is going to have to re-
move more than a couple of peanuts
from his Federal budget. These meager
cuts are just another example of the
administration’s arrogance, ignorance,
and incompetence.

The President has proposed a $3.8
trillion budget for 2011, boosting the
deficit to a record high of $1.6 trillion,
a record he broke last year when he in-
troduced a budget with a $1.4 trillion
deficit. Let me put that into perspec-
tive. The average deficit when Repub-
licans were in power was $104 billion.
The average deficit now that Demo-
crats are in control is $1.1 trillion.
What that means is each man, woman,
and child owes $46,000 apiece.

As hardworking Americans are strug-
gling to balance their checkbooks, they
are frustrated that Congress can’t do
the same. They aren’t just frustrated,
they are angry. I share the concerns of
the American people. That is why I
have introduced H.J. Resolution 75,
which is a balanced budget amendment
to the U.S. Constitution, aimed at rein-
ing in the chronic deficits in spending.

We absolutely must stop the out-
rageous spending by Congress. Our
children and grandchildren’s future de-
pend upon our doing so. My amend-
ment would make sure that govern-
ment does not spend more than it
takes in. My amendment would also
make sure that any extra revenue
would be returned to the taxpayers at
the end of the year.
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After decades of deficit spending it is
time to make balancing our budgets
the rule, not the exception. For too
long Congress has acted as if it has a
credit card with no limit and a bill
that our children and grandchildren
will be forced to pay. Individuals can-
not spend more money than they earn,
and neither should Washington. The
fact is if the family budget cannot af-
ford to go into debt, neither should the
Federal budget.

The only way we are ever going to
get our economy back on track is by
leaving dollars in the hands of individ-
uals, and particularly leaving dollars
in the hands of small businesses so that
they can buy inventory and can hire
permanent employees. Small business
is the economic engine that pulls along
the train of prosperity in America. We
need to stimulate small business, not
bigger government.

Congress must now make tough deci-
sions, slow down the rapid growth of
government, and get back to the fis-
cally responsible government that the
American people expect and demand. I
am committed to doing just that. I
urge my colleagues to join in this ef-
fort, and I urge the American people to
demand a balanced budget from this
Congress.

———
DEFENDING THE CONSTITUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Iowa
(Mr. KING) is recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

I appreciate being recognized to ad-
dress you here on the floor of the
House of Representatives. I appreciate
my colleagues that have spoken in the
hour previous and those that will per-
haps join me in the hour that ensues at
this point.

As one can tell from listening to that
dialogue, we can clearly see that there
is a high degree of concern about the
direction America is going. I would
like to get into that pretty deeply, but
I also recognize that my friend from
Georgia has something left unsaid, and
so I would be very happy to yield as
much time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN).

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Thank you,
Mr. KING. I appreciate you yielding.

You have a document there that I
know you are going to explain it, but I
want to say before I have to leave that
my name is on that document. It is the
Declaration of Health Care Independ-
ence. In fact, I recently signed a copy
of the Declaration of Independence. I
was honored to do so, as I was honored
to sign the Declaration of Health Care
Independence.

But what I want to say is the Dec-
laration of Independence and the Con-
stitution of the United States cannot
be separated. And in fact, the Declara-
tion of Independence in itself, the
original declaration penned by Thomas
Jefferson, set out the philosophies of
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